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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ויקרא אל משה 

“And the L-rd called to Moshe…” (1:1) 

 Why is it customary to start the Jewish child’s training in Torah with this portion, dealing 

with sacrifices? 

 To teach us that parents must be prepared to make great sacrifices in order to educate their 

children in Torah. Tuition must be paid even if it means skimping on other necessities, and parents 

must not concern themselves overly with the child’s vocational training but dedicate all his early 

years to the study of Torah.                           (Avnei Nezel)  

Why is the aleph in  אויקר  small? To teach us that one who receives honor because of the 

Torah must make himself small. As Chazal tell us, we cannot use the Torah as something with which 

to crown ourselves. Despite scaling tremendous heights in Torah, one must always remain an anav 

– a humble person.                   (Rabbeinu Ephraim) 

 אדם כי יקריב מכם קרבן לה' 
“When a person from among you will bring an offering to Hashem… (1:2) 

“Adam ki yakriv mikem,” one who wants to become close to Hashem should learn from 

“korban laHashem,” the fact that animals become hekdesh through the words of a person. By a 

person saying “harei zeh olah,” he creates a kedushah which causes the animal to become hekdesh. 

We must take heed of the importance of the words which come out of our mouths. Certainly, using 

our mouths for Torah and tefillah generates increased kedushah in this world, which brings one 

close to Hashem.                     (Tiferet Shlomo) 

One who comes to Hashem with anivut and humbles himself before Him is ready to bring a 

korban. Moshe asked Hashem, how will Klal Yisrael achieve a kapparah when there will not be a 

Beit Hamikdash? Hashem replied that Klal Yisrael will always have the Torah. If they study the Torah 

properly, they will achieve atonement greater than all of the korbanot combined (Zohar). Only one 

who is an anav can learn the Torah properly.         (Be’er Moshe) 

 



 

 אם עלה קרבנו מן הבקר 

“If his offering is a burned offering from the herd…” (1:3) 

 The thought always precedes the deed. For this reason, the burned offering, which serves as 

an atonement for evil thoughts, is discussed in the Torah prior to all other offerings.                               

                 (Rabbeinu Bachya) 

 ונפש כי תקריב קרבן מנחה לה' סלת יהיה קרבנו

“When a person presents an offering of meal to Hashem, it shall be of choice flour…” (2:1) 

 Unlike a wealthy person who is able to give voluntary offerings in the Temple from 

expensive animals and birds, the poor man is only able to offer flour. Nevertheless, the Torah 

attributes greater significance to the poor man’s offering, as Rashi writes (v. 1) “I consider it as if he 

has sacrificed his very soul!” 

 This is because the wealthy man’s offering is inevitably connected with a certain amount of 

self-satisfaction, at the thought of bringing one of the most expensive and impressive sacrifices. The 

poor man, however, could not possibly be proud of his meager offering, so his is the most genuine 

offering of all, dedicated to G-d amid feelings of great humility. Thus, to him G-d says, “It is as if he 

has sacrificed his soul!”          (Likutei Sichot) 

 אשר נשיא יחטא ועשה אחת מכל מצות ה' אלקיו אשר לא תעשינה בשגגה 

“If the leader commits a sin by unintentionally violating one of Hashem’s commandments which 
he should not have done…” (4:22) 

 Rashi comments that the first word in our verse asher – if – comes from the word ashrei – 

fortunate. Fortunate is the generation in which the leader brings an offering when he transgresses 

unintentionally. All the more so will he regret it if he does something wrong intentionally.  

 People who are power-hungry have a strong tendency to deny making mistakes. When such 

a person is in a position of authority, he is likely to consider himself so perfect that whatever he 

does and says must be correct. Admitting that one has erred takes much courage. The more power 

you have, the greater the importance of having the intellectual honesty to admit that you have 

made a mistake. Take pleasure whenever you are brave enough to admit that you were wrong. This 

pleasure will give you the strength to accept the fact that what you have done was wrong.   

                 (Something to Say)  

SHABBAT SHALOM! 

 

For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve Zuckerman 

at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org. Sponsorships in memory 

of or in honor of someone are $50.00 per issue. 
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