
תשא כי פ'  תשפ"א  
Volume 37, Issue 9 

INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 זה יתנו כל העבר על  הפק דים מחצית  השקל בשקל  הקדש

“This they shall give, every one that passes among them that are numbered, half a shekel of the 
shekel of the sanctuary…” (30:13) 

 Rashi comments that the Almighty showed Moshe a coin of fire. This symbolizes that money 

has similarities with fire. Fire has the potential to give warmth and to help people prepare food. But 

fire can also destroy property and even lives. Similarly, money can build, and it can destroy. A 

person can ruin his life and the lives of others in his pursuit of money. But if money is utilized 

properly, one can help many people with it and can build worthwhile institutions.  (Noam Elimelech) 

 שני לחת  העדת 

“The two tablets of testimony…” (31:18) 

 Why were the Ten Commandments written on two tablets instead of one? The 

commandments on the first tablet, even those regarding the Shabbat and honoring parents, serve 

to imbue us with faith. Only after we have acquired faith in the Creator, could G-d command man 

against murder and adultery mentioned on the second tablet. Thus, the commandments taught on 

the first tablet were a foundation for those taught on the second.            (Torah Treasures) 

 כל בנ י לוי 

“All the Levites…” (32:26) 

 Is it possible that not even one Jew from another tribe answered Moshe’s call? R’ Shimon 

bar Yochai explained that “Whoever is for Hashem join me!” referred only to those who had not 

donated any rings to idolatry (Tanchuma 2, Bamidbar 12). Since “the entire people” had donated 

gold rings (32:3), they could not answer Moshe’s call now nor join in with him, even if they 

regretted what they had done. Only the Levites did not donate any gold for the Calf.                                  

                   (Torah Treasures) 

 וראית את   אחרי ופני לא יראו

“And thou shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen…” (32:23) 

 An alternate translation of this verse can be “And thou shall see My ways afterwards, but 

they shall not be seen before.” Frequently we do not understand the purpose of events in history 

and in our lives at the time they come to pass. Only afterwards, with the passing of time, do the 



 

meaning of these events and the purpose of Providence in bringing them to pass become clear to 

us.  

 This is implied in the text: “and thou shall see achorai (My back, but lit. “after Me”). Only 

after the events have come to pass will you understand the ways of Providence, ufanai (“My face”; 

but lit. “before Me”). Before the time has passed you will fail to see them.”     (Torat Moshe) 

 וראו בני ישראל את פני מש ה כי קרן עור פני מש ה ו השיב מש ה את  המסוה  על פניו  עד באו לדבר אתו 

“The children of Israel would see how radiant the skin of Moshe’s face was. Moshe would then 
put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with Him.” (34:35) 

 Why does the verse mention Moshe three times when once or twice at most would have 

sufficed? Moshe appeared to the Jewish people in three roles: 1) redeemer of Israel from Egypt; 2) 

receiver of the Torah at Sinai; 3) savior from the annihilation that G-d had intended as punishment 

for the sin of the Golden Calf, who restored them to the bosom of faith in the G-d of their 

ancestors.  

 These are the greatest and most important acts Moshe performed for the Jewish people. 

Now that all three were completed, the Torah mentioned Moshe three times to allude to each: “The 

children of Israel saw the face of Moshe” - who had taken them out of bondage. “Moshe’s face had 

become radiant” – Moshe who had received the Torah and “Moshe put the mask back on” – he 

returned Israel’s hearts to their Father in Heaven.       (Insights in the Torah) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve Zuckerman 

at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org. Sponsorships in memory 

of or in honor of someone are $50.00 per issue. 
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