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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers about the Sedra, culled 
from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures 
by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir 
Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ששת ימים תעשה מלאכה וביום השביעי יהיה לכם קדש שבת שבתון לה' 

“Six days work shall be done but on the seventh day shall be to you a holy day a Shabbos of 
solemn rest to Hashem.” (35:2) 

 It is not written “You shall do work six days”, rather it is written Six days work shall be done. 

The Torah promises us that whoever will keep the Shabbat accordingly, will merit Hashem’s 

blessings during the rest of the week and it will seem as if the work is being done automatically.   

                        (Ohr HaChaim)  

Shabbat is a time-offering to Hashem. The Mishkan is a space offering to Hashem and the 

Kohanim and the wise hearted are a human offering. All three are interwoven together in this 

parsha to sanctify Bnei Yisrael and atone for their sins.           (Sfas Emes) 

 לא תבערו אש בכל משבתיכם ביום השבת 

“You shall not kindle in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day.” (35:3) 

 In the Ten Commandments (Shemot 20:1-14), Hashem commands the Jews to observe 

Shabbat, because in six days heaven and earth and everything in it were created, and on the 

seventh day He rested. Adam was created on Friday and there was light the entire Friday night and 

Shabbat. Saturday night, seeing darkness for the first time, Adam rubbed two stones together and 

produced fire (Midrash Rabbah, Breishit 11:2). Because of this, we recite the beracha “Borei me’orei 

ha’eish” during Havdalah on Saturday night. (Pesachim 54a) 

 Some people may think that since fire was not created during the first six days, Hashem did 

not rest from it on Shabbat, and thus one is permitted to make a fire on Shabbat. Therefore, Moshe 

had to stress that it is forbidden to ignite any fire on Shabbat.     (Pardes Yosef) 

 Because Shabbat is a day of rest, the Torah warns, “Beware not to kindle the ‘fire of dispute’ 

on the Shabbat day. Keep yourself busy with Torah study and davening and avoid idleness.”   

                                  (Shelah) 

It is interesting to note that the last letters of the words םמשבתיכ  לבכ ש א ו תבער  spell the 

word "שלום" – peace. This hints that, especially on Shabbat, we should exert all effort to keep the 

peace.                                         (Beit Yaakov) 

 בצלאל בן  אורי בן  חור וימלא אתו רוח אלקים 

“Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur…He has endowed him with a Divine spirit…” (35:30-31) 

 Why did the Torah mention Betzalel’s grandfather Chur when it only mentioned Ohaliav’s 

father Ahisamach? It is because Betzalel received his stature in the merit of his grandfather Chur, 

who was killed when he protested against the worshippers of the Golden Calf.  



 

 He was then a thirteen-year-old boy, and only G-d could have filled him with the wisdom to 

accomplish this remarkable enterprise, which was equal in significance to the creation of the world.  

                 (Something to Say) 

 ויקרא מש ה אל  בצלאל ואל אהליאב ואל כל איש חכם לב אשר נתן  ה' חכמ ה בלבו כל אשר נשאו לבו 

“Moshe called to Betzalel and to Ohaliav and to every wise-hearted man in whose heart G-d 
placed wisdom; everyone whose heart stirred him…” (36:2) 

 It appears that the words “and to” are missing in this verse – before the term “everyone.” It 

must therefore be understood as a definition of the previous phrase, i.e., who are these wise-

hearted people to whom G-d granted such wisdom? It was those who felt stirred to do their utmost 

for the project of building the Mishkan. Since they wanted so much to assist, G-d blessed them with 

the wisdom to succeed.  

 The Chafetz Chaim derives from this verse the following simple rule for success. One who 

wishes to attain a lofty spiritual goal must exert himself with maximum effort and will then find that 

G-d helps him and blesses him with the tools and ability to succeed.             (Oznaim L’Torah) 

 ואתו א הליאב בן אחיסמ ך 

“With him was Ohaliav ben Ahisamach…” (38:23) 

 The prayer of Shemoneh Esreh originally had eighteen blessings. One of the reasons our 

Sages chose specifically eighteen is because they wanted it to correspond to the eighteen times our 

parsha mentions that Hashem “commanded” Moshe. Actually, the phrase “that Hashem 

commanded Moshe” is found nineteen times in our parsha, not eighteen. However, its mention in 

the previous verse was meant to teach us a separate lesson, so we count only the ones mentioned 

starting from our verse.          (Teachings of the Talmud, Yerushalmi Brachot 4:3) 

 והמלאכ ה  הית ה דים לכל  המלאכ ה לעשות את ה ו הותר 

“The work was sufficient for them for all the work, to do it – and having a surplus.” (36:7) 

 Was there enough, or was there extra? There was enough for the Mishkan, and the surplus 

with which to build a Beit Midrash. The Mishkan was a place for hashra’at haShechinah. However, 

for Bnei Yisrael to be worthy of having the Shechinah rest among them, they had to prepare by 

learning Torah. It was only through their limud haTorah that they became worthy of hashra’as 

haShechinah. Therefore, until the Beit Midrash for learning Torah was complete, as they were not 

yet worthy to have the Shechinah in their midst. The work for the Mishkan was “efficient” because 

there was a “surplus” with which to build a Beit Midrash, which would make Klal Yisrael worthy of 

hashra’as haShechinah.               (Divrei Yoel) 

SHABBAT SHALOM! 
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