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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers 
about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam 
by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by 
Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid 
Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 אל ה  המשפטים אשר תשים  לפניהם 

“These are the rules that you should set before them.” (21:1) 

 Rashi asks why this section dealing with civil law is placed immediately after that 

commanding the arrangements for the altar? He answers to teach that the seat of the Sanhedrin 

needs to be next to the Temple.  

 Other nations regard the laws pertaining to the relations between man and his fellow man 

not as religious observances but as social or civic duties which must be performed to preserve order 

in the land. The Jewish people, however, regard these civil ordinances as Divine commandments 

with a sanctity all their own. Just as the ritual of sacrifices constitutes the worship in the Temple, 

the observance of Jewish civil law represents the Jew’s service of G-d in everyday life. For this 

reason, it was only fitting that the Sanhedrin, Israel’s Supreme Court of Law, should be seated close 

to the Holy Temple.                           (Avnei Nezel) 

 “And these are judgments which you shall set before them.” The Rabbis have given several 

explanations of the phrase “before them.” The first is that every legal dispute amongst Jews should 

be tried “before them,” before a Jewish court of law, which tries cases according to the Torah. They 

should not take the case before non-Jewish judges, even if their law in this instance coincides with 

that of the Torah.  

 The second is that when one is teaching the Torah to a pupil, he should “show the face”; in 

other words, he should explain the reasons for the law, so that the pupil understands it rather than 

receiving it as a dogma.  

 The third, given by the Alter Rebbe, is that “before them” means “to their innermost selves.” 

The verse therefore means that the knowledge of G-d should enter the most inward reaches of the 

Jewish soul. There is an allusion to this in the Talmud Yerushalmi, which relates the phrase “You 

shall set” (tasim) to the word treasure-house (simah). The treasure-house of the Torah should thus 

awaken the treasure-house of the soul, that is, its innermost core.                                                                    

                (Torah Studies: Rabbi Schneerson)                                   

 והגישו אל  הדלת  או אל המזוזה ור צע אדניו את אזנו במ רצע

“He shall be brought to the door or the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl.” 
(21:6) 

 Why does the master bring his bondsman to the door and doorpost? When Hashem took 

Bnei Yisrael out of slavery in Egypt, He told them to place the blood of the Pesach-offering on the 

lintel on top of their doors, and on their doorposts. Hashem passed over their doors and killed only 



 

the firstborn Egyptians. The door and the doorposts were witnesses to this miracle of Hashem 

taking Bnei Yisrael from slavery to freedom. Therefore, this person who does not want to leave 

slavery has his ear pierced at the door and doorposts.         (Teachings of the Talmud, Kiddushin 22b) 

 Rashi notes that the Jewish servant’s ear is pierced because he has violated the 

commandment that he heard at Sinai: They are My servants (Vayikra 25:55) and not servants of 

mortals. On the basis of this reasoning, his ear should have been pierced immediately. However, 

one can rationalize the servant’s behavior on the basis of the well-known dictum that purchasing a 

slave is akin to purchasing a master (Kiddushin 20a). Thus, the first six years of service, in which the 

slave is treated especially well, do not constitute a violation of the Sinaitic prohibition of selling 

oneself as a slave. However, the slave who opts to extend his term in order to remain with his non-

Jewish wife and children is no longer acting in accordance with halachic norms. Once he has 

deviated form the Torah, he no longer enjoys the privileges of a Jewish servant. Bereft of the 

privileges, he has now violated the prohibition of selling himself and deserves to have his ear 

pierced.                 (Something to Say) 

 אם כסף תלוה את עמי את  העני עמך 

“When you lend money to My people, to the poor person who is with you…” (22:24) 

 A careful reading of this verse teaches us the priorities we should have in financially helping 

others. If there is a choice between giving charity to a member of “My people” or someone from a 

different nation, Hashem’s people come first. If there is a choice between lending to a wealthy 

person or a poor person, “the poor person” comes first. If there is a choice between lending to a 

poor person from your family or one from your city, the person from your family who is “with you” 

comes first. Relatives are considered closer even if the live farther away. If there is a choice 

between lending to a poor person from your city or one from elsewhere, the individual who is “with 

you,” in your city, comes first.                              (Sefer HaChinuch) 

 ולא תענ ה על ריב לנטת אחרי רבים ל הטות 

“Do not respond to a quarrel to follow a multitude to pervert justice.” (23:2) 

 One time there was a controversy about a certain shochet in a town near Brisk. Some 

people charged that the shochet did not have sufficient expertise in the laws of examining the lungs 

of an animal after slaughtering, and called for his dismissal, while others rallied to the shochet’s 

defense and vouched for his competence. The two parties brought the issue before Rav Chaim 

Brisker to ask him to resolve the conflict. Rav Chaim sided with the shochet and his defenders and 

ruled that he should not be dismissed. When asked for the reason behind his decision, Rav Chaim 

replied, “The requirement to check an animal’s lungs for defects is only rabbinical, while the 

prohibition against stirring up strife and conflict is found in the Torah: Do not respond to a quarrel 

to follow a multitude to pervert justice.”                  (Brisk Chumash) 
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