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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

ויאמר משה לחתנו כי יבא אלי העם לדרש אלקים כי יהיה להם דבר בא אלי ושפטתי בין איש ובין רעהו  
 והודעתי את חקי האלקים ואת תורתיו

“And Moshe said to his father-in-law: ‘Because the people come to me to inquire of G-d, when 
they have a matter, it comes to me, and I shall judge between a man and his neighbor and I make 
known to them the statutes of G-d.’” 

 A leader in Israel has three tasks to fulfill. First, to pray for any individual who is in trouble 

(because the people come to me to inquire of G-d); secondly, to act as arbitrator in financial 

disputes in accordance with the laws of the Torah (and I judge between a man and his neighbor), 

and finally, to teach his people about G-d and His law (and I make known to them the statutes of        

G-d). Since Moshe had to discharge all these obligations singlehandedly, the people “stood before 

him from morning to evening.”  

 Why does the text not read: When they have a matter, they come to me?” Since Moshe 

viewed each case as if the matter, rather than the individuals involved, had come before him. This 

means that he treated each “matter” impartially and objectively, without regard to the 

personalities or other extraneous considerations involved.     (Wellsprings of Torah) 

 ששת ימים תעבד ועשית כל מלאכתך ויום השביעי שבת לה' אלקיך 

“Six days shall you work and accomplish all your work; but the seventh day is Shabbat to Hashem 
your G-d.” (20:9-10) 

 While here emphasis is placed on the Shabbat as Hashem’s day, in a similar context 

elsewhere (35:2), we read  ששת ימים תעשה מלאכה וביום השביעי יהיה לכם קדש – “Six days, work 

shall be done, but the seventh day shall be holy for you.” This seems to emphasize Shabbat as our 

day.  

 The resolution to this question may be found in the well-known rule that those who are 

immersed in Torah all week, shall take advantage of the Shabbat to attend to their physical needs 

(i.e. eating, sleeping, resting). On the other hand, someone toiling to earn his livelihood during the 

six weekdays should replenish his soul on Shabbat by studying Torah.  

 Thus, the verse referring to the layman who works all week (six days shall you work) urges 

him to consecrate the Shabbat day for Hashem through Torah study. On the other hand, the verse 

commencing with “six days, work shall be done,” implying that others will handle your mundane 



 

chores while you preoccupy yourself with Torah study, refers to the Torah scholar. For him, Shabbat 

is a day of comparative repose, a day on which he tends to his physical requirements. For him, too, 

Shabbat is a sacred day.                      (Chasam Sofer) 

 אתה ובנך ובתך 

“You, your son, your daughter…” (20:10) 

 Why is this the only mitzvah where it says, “you, your son, your daughter?” The Shabbat was 

given to every individual, and simultaneously to the nation as a whole. Because the Jewish people 

have no mate among the nations, and the Shabbat has no mate among the days of the week, G-d 

told the Shabbat, “The assembly of Israel shall be your mate.”             (Oznaim L’Torah) 

 כבד את אביך ואת אמיך למען יארכון ימיך 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days will be lengthened…” (20:12) 

 When this commandment is repeated in Sefer Devarim, the Torah adds, “so that it will be 

good for you,” a reference to the World to Come. However, in this version of the fifth 

commandment, the Torah is referring to the righteous person who appreciates how valuable every 

moment of This World is. In fact, prior to the sin of the Golden Calf, the entire Jewish nation was 

perched on that lofty level, appreciating This World more than the World to Come.    (Chasam Sofer) 

 וכל העם ראים את הקולת 

“The entire people saw the thunder…” (20:15) 

 Although Hashem certainly can make His voice be seen, what purpose is served in 

performing this miracle? Perhaps it served to convince Bnei Yisrael of the impracticality of its 

request, “We wish to see our King.” Attempting to “see” Hashem is tantamount to seeing voices, 

something beyond the realm of possibility for mere mortals. In fact, when addressing Moshe, Bnei 

Yisrael emphasized, “Speak to us and we will hear,” seeking Moshe’s words rather than Hashem’s 

“speech,” for His speech blends sight and sound, something which is impossible for humans to 

grasp.            (Chasam Sofer) 

 G-d declared, “On the third day Hashem shall descend in the sight of the entire people” 

(19:11). Bnei Yisrael slept until morning, as Shavuot night was short, and sleep is pleasant. G-d 

therefore produced thunder and lightning to awaken them from their sleep (Yalkut Shimoni, 299). 

This is a hint that Torah is intended to awaken the sleeping from their sweet slumber.  

 In order to make amends for sleeping at the time of Revelation, Israel accepted upon itself 

the custom of staying awake the entire night of Shavuot.                (Magen Avraham, 494) 
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