
Our parsha marks a 

turning point in the 

relationship between the 

Israelites and God. 

Ostensibly what was new 

was the product: the 

Sanctuary, the travelling 

home for the Divine 

Presence as the people 

journeyed through the 

wilderness. But a case 

could be made for saying 

that even more than the 

product was the process, 

summed up in the word 

that gives our parsha its 

name, Terumah, 

meaning, a gift, a 

contribution, an offering. 

The parsha is telling us 

something very profound. 

Giving confers dignity. 

Receiving does not. Until 

that moment, the 

Israelites had been 

recipients. Virtually 

everything they had 

experienced had been 

God-given. He had 

redeemed them from 

Egypt, liberated them 

from slavery, led them 

through the wilderness, 

and created a path for 

them through the sea. 

When they were hungry, 

He gave them food. 

When they were thirsty, 

He gave them water. 

Apart from the battle 

against the Amalekites, 

they had done almost 

nothing for themselves. 

Though at every physical 

level this was an 

unparalleled deliverance, 

the psychological effects 

were not good. The 

Israelites became 

dependent, expectant, 

irresponsible and 

immature. The Torah 

chronicles their repeated 

complaints. Reading them, we 

feel that they were an 

ungrateful, querulous, petulant 

people. Yet, what else were 

they to do? They couldn’t have 

crossed the sea by themselves. 

They couldn’t have found food 

or water in the wilderness. 

What produced results was 

complaining. The people 

complained to Moshe. Moshe 

turned to God. God performed 

a miracle. The result was that, 

from the people’s perspective, 

complaining worked. Now, 

however, God gave them 

something else entirely. It had 

nothing to do with physical 

need and everything to do with 

psychological, moral and 

spiritual need. God gave them 

the opportunity to give. 

One of my early memories, still 

blazing through the mists of 

forgotten time, goes back to 

when I was a child of perhaps 

six or seven years old. I was 

blessed with very caring, and 

also very protective, parents. 

Life had not given them many 

chances, and they were 

determined that we, their four 

sons, should have some of the 

opportunities they were 

denied. My late father of 

blessed memory took immense 

pride in me, his firstborn son. 

It seemed to me very 

important to show him my 

gratitude. But what could I 

possibly give him? Whatever I 

had, I had received from my 

mother and him. It was a 

completely asymmetrical 

relationship. Eventually, in 

some shop I found a plastic 

model of a silver trophy. 

Underneath it was a plaque 

that read, “To the best father 

Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Terumah 
in the world.” Today, all 

these years later, I cringe at 

the memory of that object. 

It was cheap, banal, almost 

comically absurd. What was 

unforgettable, though, was 

what he did after I had 

given it to him. I can’t 

remember what he said, or 

whether he even smiled. 

What I do remember is that 

he placed it on his bedside 

table, where it remained – 

humble, trite – for all the 

years that I was living at 

home. He allowed me to 

give him something, and 

then showed that the gift 

mattered to him. In that 

act, he gave me dignity. He 

let me see that I could give 

even to someone who had 

given me all I had. 

There is a strange provision 

of Jewish law that embodies 

this idea. “Even a poor 

person who is dependent on 

tzedakah (charity) is 

obligated to give tzedakah 

to another person.” On the 

face of it, this makes no 

sense at all. Why should a 

person who depends on 

charity be obligated to give 

charity? The principle of 

tzedakah is surely that one 

who has more than they 

need should give to one 

who has less than they 

need. By definition, 

someone who is dependent 

on tzedakah does not have 

more than they need. The 

truth is, however, that 

tzedakah is not only 

directed to people’s physical 

needs but also their 

psychological situation. To 

need and receive tzedakah 

is, according to one of 

Judaism’s most profound 
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insights, inherently humiliating. As we say in Birkat ha-

Mazon, “Please, O Lord our God, do not make us dependent 

on the gifts or loans of other people, but only on Your full, 

open, holy and generous hand so that we may suffer 

neither shame nor humiliation forever and for all time.” 

Many of the laws of tzedakah reflect this fact, such that it is 

preferable that the giver does not know to whom they give, 

and the recipient does not know from whom they receive. 

According to a famous ruling of Maimonides the highest of 

all levels of tzedakah is, “to fortify a fellow Jew and give 

them a gift, a loan, form with them a partnership, or find 

work for them, until they are strong enough so that they do 

not need to ask others [for sustenance].” This is not charity 

at all in the conventional sense. It is finding someone 

employment or helping them start a business. Why then 

should it be the highest form of tzedakah? Because it is 

giving someone back their dignity. Someone who is 

dependent on tzedakah has physical needs, and these must 

be met by other people or by community as a whole. But 

they also have psychological needs. That is why Jewish law 

rules that they must give to others. Giving confers dignity, 

and no one should be deprived of it. 

The entire account of the construction of the Mishkan, the 

Sanctuary, is very strange indeed. King Solomon said in his 

address on the dedication of the Temple in Jerusalem, “But 

will God really dwell on earth? Even the heavens to their 

uttermost reaches cannot contain You, how much less this 

House that I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27). If that applied to 

the Temple in all its glory, how much more so of the 

Mishkan, a tiny, portable shrine made of beams and 

hangings that could be dismantled every time the people 

journeyed and reassembled every time they encamped. 

How could that possibly be a home for the God who created 

the universe, brought empires to their knees, performed 

miracles and wonders, and whose presence was almost 

unbearable in its intensity? 

Yet, in its small but human way, I think what my father did 

when he put my cheap plastic gift by his bedside all those 

years ago was perhaps the most generous thing he did for 

me. And lehavdil, please forgive the comparison, this is also 

what God did for us when He allowed the Israelites to 

present Him with offerings, and then use them to make a 

kind of home for the Divine Presence. It was an act of 

immense if paradoxical generosity. 

It also tells us something very profound about Judaism. 

God wants us to have dignity. We are not tainted by                  

original sin. We are not incapable of good without Divine 

grace. Faith is not mere submission. We are God’s image, 

His children, His ambassadors, His partners, His                                              

emissaries. He wants us not merely to receive but also to 

give. And He is willing to live in the home we build for Him, 

however humble, however small. This is hinted in the word 

that gives our parsha its name: Terumah. This is usually 

translated as an offering, a contribution. It really means 

something we lift. The paradox of giving is that when we 

lift something to give to another, it is we ourselves who are 

lifted. I believe that what elevates us in life is not what we 

receive but what we give. The more of ourselves that we 

give, the greater we become. 

 

PARSHAT ZACHOR 

This week is Parshat Zachor, named after the verse, 

“Zachor Et Asher Asah Lecha Amalek BaDerech Betzetchem 

MiMitzrayim” - “Remember what Amalek did to you on your 

way out of Egypt! (Devarim 25)” 

There is a mitzvah in the Torah to remember Amalek and 

his descendants and to orally recall their iniquity. We are to 

tell our children in each generation what the people of          

Amalek did to us during our departure from Egypt. This 

mitzvah will be fulfilled completely only when we shall have 

caused Amalek’s memory to perish, and their name to be 

erased from the world, together with the slightest remnant 

of anything that bears their name. As the Torah says: 

‘Remember what Amalek did to you on the way, upon your 

departure from Egypt’… ‘You shall erase the memory of 

Amalek from beneath the heavens, you shall not forget.’ 

Upon which the Sages have expounded: ‘Remember,’ orally 

– ‘You shall not forget,’ in your heart. 

To properly fulfill this commandment, the Sages have             

prescribed the public reading of this passage from a Torah 

scroll, once every year, on the Shabbat which precedes 

Purim – so that the ‘wiping-out’ of Amalek might be                      

adjacent to the ‘wiping-out’ of Haman, the latter being a 

descendant of Amalek. 

Although this passage is read yearly in the parsha of Ki 

Teitzei (which we read towards the end of the summer), 

we still must read this passage separately in its prescribed 

time before Purim. This is done in fulfillment of the Torah’s 

commandment to remember the cowardly attack of        

Amalek. 

Some authorities say that if one fails to hear Parshat 

Zachor, he fulfills his obligation through hearing the                   

prescribed Torah reading on Purim: (‘And Amalek came’). 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5781                    

is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact                          

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

GREAT NECK KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 

There is a kosher food pantry in Great Neck (Steamboat 

Road) that is open for families in need that live in Nassau 

and Suffolk County. Please contact the pantry at (516)           

400-3026 for more information. 

GNS CONNECTIONS 

GNS Connections is a new initiative to reach out to          

members of our synagogue – many who usually attend 

services but are not able to during this COVID pandemic 

for health and safety reasons. If you are interested in            

volunteering to make phone calls 1-2x month to keep in 

touch with these members, please email the Chair of GNS 

Connections, Rachel Brecher at rachelbrecher@icloud.com. 

KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS 

We encourage our members to think about sponsoring the 

safe and socially distant Kiddush at the conclusion of 

davening or the Kiddush Bags to go. It may be sponsored 

in memory or in honor of someone. Please email 

mtwersky@gns.org for more details.  

SAVE THE DATE - GNS VIRTUAL GALA  

Please join in honoring Rabbi Sholom and Aksana Jensen 

and with special thanks to Rabbi Jensen for his 30 years of                               

dedication and Service to the Great Neck Synagogue.   

In addition, there will be a tribute in honor of all of the 

front line workers, first responders, doctors, nurses and 

technicians who have so bravely faced the COVID 19       

Pandemic. We look forward to your joining the GNS Virtual 

Gala on Saturday night, February 27, 2021, at 8:00 pm.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next Chaverim will be Wed. February 24th from 

12:00-1:00. Please join here.  

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM – SPONSOR MISHLOACH MANOT 

VOLUNTEER TO MAKE DELIVERIES 

For Purim, the GNS Bikur Cholim Committee is planning to  

distribute Mishloach Manot to members of our shul that are 

ill or homebound. If you would like to volunteer to make                             

deliveries (could be used for high school chesed hours) or 

sponsor Mishloach Manot ($18/person and there are about 

36 recipients), please contact Diane Rein at  

drein@verizon.net. Thank you very much! 

CHESED OPPORTUNITY 

This March, Ruben Prawer will be running in the Jerusalem  

marathon for Yachad. The work Yachad does for children 

with special needs is unparalleled and every dollar that is 

donated will be well spent by this amazing cause. Feel free 

to reach out with any questions about the marathon or to 

run yourself! (All donations are tax deductible.) Here’s the 

link to join:   

https://jerusalem.teamyachad.com/runner/Rprawer3/  

Lynn Glasman & Family would like to thank Rabbi Polakoff 

and the entire community for their outpouring of support     
following the passing of her beloved father, Edmund Slakter 
z”l.  

Monday, 3 Adar 

Milton Mitzner for Pearl Drucker 

Leon Schwechter for Israel Schwechter 

Tuesday, 4 Adar 

Steven Berkowitz for Jack Berkowitz 

Donna Hecht for David Gad 

Lev Dynkin for Shasha Mindel Lider 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff for Lenora Rosen 

Milton Mitzner for Anne Shapiro 

Wednesday, 5 Adar 

Brenda Parver for Ida Altman 

Shellie Zuckerman for Aaron Feinerman 

Hal Chadow for Beatrice Feldman 

Thursday, 6 Adar 

Ilene Schuman for Sadye Herschkowitz 

Gerda Weissfeld for Max Weissfeld 

Arthur Kirsch for Charles Zuckerman 

Friday, 7 Adar 

Michelle Landsman for Robert Horowitz 

Dan Horowitz for Robert Horowitz 

Irene Dicker for Harry Mermelstein 

Robin Bours for Harold David Siegel 

Mitchell Siegel for Rachel Siegel 

Murray Weiss for Anna Weiss 

Saturday, 8 Adar 

Norman Fisher for Henry Fisher 

Lynn Steinberg for Isaac Katzwer 

Carol Karbowitz for Isaac Katzwer 

Naeema Pomerantz for Rachamim Soleimani 

Moossa Soleimani for Rachamim Soleimani 

Sunday, 9 Adar 

Hal Chadow for Abraham Feldman 

Kenneth Magida for Frieda Magida 

Milton Mitzner for Morris Mitzner 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff for Herbert Rosen 

Monday, 10 Adar 

Martin Brownstein for Florence Brownstein 

Harry Lumerman for Avraham Moshe David 

SISTERHOOD PURIM CARDS                                                           

Purim Cards are once again available at 10 cards/$18 or 

$3/each. Check must be made to GNS sisterhood. Cards 

will be available in the shul office or contact Judy Lillien for 

pick up only at 516.659.2848. We have a limited supply so 

please buy as soon as possible as not to be left out.  

PURIM (ZOOM) LUNCH AND LEARN 

Please join Rabbi Polakoff for a Purim (Zoom) Lunch and 

Learn on Monday, February 22nd from 12:00 - 1:00 pm. 

Bring your own lunch. Zoom link to be provided. We               

encourage you to sponsor the lecture in honor, in memory 

and/or for refuah shelaimah for a loved one at $18, $36, 

$72 or $180 levels. Rabbi Polakoff will read out the                             

dedicated names at the lecture. RSVP to Mark Twersky 

at mtwersky@gns.org for sponsorship.   

Mazal Tov to Ilene & George Schuman on the birth of a 

granddaughter Phoebe Scarlett, born to their children 

Nora & Jonathan Greene.  
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