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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers 
about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam 
by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by 
Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid 
Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ואל ה שמות בני ישראל  הבאים מצרימ ה את יעקב איש וביתו באו 

“And these are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt with Yaakov, each coming 
with his household.” (1:1) 

 Rashi comments that although Hashem counted them when they were still alive, he 

recounted them after their death to make known how precious they are to Him.  

 Most people in the world at large will affect society only during the course of their own 

lifetimes, if at all. Certainly, those who do merit to have an impact are often forgotten once they are 

dead and gone. As Shlomo HaMelech stated:  הם  ה להי היו לא יגם לאחרונים שיזכרון לראשונים ואין

ההיו לאחרנזכרון עם שי  – As there is no recollection of the former ones, so too, of the latter ones that 

are yet to be, there will be no recollection among those of a still later time (Kohelet 1:11).  

 In contrast, the impact (names, as in this verse) of members of the Jewish people extends 

long after their departure from this world. Their life is eternal. They implant holiness, faith and fear 

of G-d – attributes that will never be destroyed. Just as seeds are concealed beneath the ground, 

only to sprout forth with fruit, so will the traits of holiness implanted by the righteous liv eon, 

continuing to bear fruits, forever.                       (Rabbi Nisson Alpert) 

 Targum Onkelos renders the words “who did not know of Yosef” as “who did not uphold 

Yosef’s decree.” As for Yosef’s decree that farmers give Pharaoh one fifth of their crop, the new king 

certainly upheld that! And, in fact, the Torah describes that decree as lasting “to this day” (Bereishit 

47:26). Which decree, then, did he not uphold? The one that Egyptians must undergo circumcision 

(which Yosef instituted as a defense against their excessive lust).  

 This is the way it always is. The nations and their kings refuse to accept Jewish spiritual and 

ethical influences, but they are willing to use Jewish talent to organize the government and bring 

order to the country. They will even use Jewish muscle to build them store cities.    

 Why does the Torah not say that they were “descending to Egypt?” After all, the land of 

Israel is spiritually higher than all other lands. Here, however, the Divine Presence was 

accompanying Bnei Yisrael to their exile, and that is not called a “descent.”  

 Although a man is supposed to “leave his father and mother and cling to his wife” (Bereishit 

2:24), not one of Yaakov’s sons left him when he married, for it is not easy to part from a father like 

Yaakov, the greatest of the Patriarchs, even for wife and children. So, “each came with his family” 

along “with Yaakov.”                   (Oznaim L’Torah) 



 

 ויהי כי יראו  המילדת את  האלקים ויעש ל הם בתים 

“And it came to pass, because the midwives feared Hashem, that He made them houses.” (1:21) 

 Rashi explains that these were the houses of the Kohanim and of the Levi’im, who were 

privileged to perform the service in the Holy Temple. What was the connection between the 

meritorious acts of the midwives and this particular reward? 

 Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, Rosh Yeshiva of Brisk, points out that in all his decrees, 

Pharaoh never ordered the destruction o the females, only the males. It follows then, that he never 

threatened the continuity of the Jewish people per se, for Jewish personal status is fixed according 

to matrilineal descent, with a child born of a Jewish mother and a non-Jewish, Egyptian father 

considered Jewish.  

 Rather, the true threat of Pharaoh’s decrees was to the lines of the Kohanim and Levi’im, 

which are determined by patrilineal descent – if the father is not a Kohen or a Levi, neither is the 

child, his mother’s lineage notwithstanding. By saving the Jewish male infants from death, the 

midwives were preserving the Kohanim and Levi’im from extinction, and therefore, they were 

rewarded by becoming their matriarchs.                (Torah Anthology) 

 ויאמר אלקים אל מש ה א היה אשר  א היה ויאמר כ ה תאמר לבני ישראל א הי ה שלחנ י אליכם 

“Hashem said to Moshe, ‘I will be what I will be.’ He said, ‘This is what you shall say to the 
children of Israel, I will be has sent me to you.’” (3:14) 

 Why is Hashem referred to as I will be what I will be? This brings about repentance. Just as 

man regrets his transgressions and says I will be good form this day forward, Hashem immediately 

said “I too will be with you and bestow upon you my Divine Presence.”         (R’ Yaakov Y. of Pshischa) 

 Hashem’s emblem is emet – truth (Shabbat 55) and as far as Moshe’s question to Hashem 

how he can assure Bnei Yisrael that this prophecy will come true, Hashem replied that His name            

I will be as I will be alludes to truth. The word emet in gematriah is equal to 441. “Eheyeh” is equal 

to 21. “Eheyeh” is written twice, 21 x 21 = 441. In Mussaf of the Yomim Noraim, we therefore say, 

ה היא ה אשר היאוי בגההמת יין א הוא דש וכל מאמינים   – All believe that He is the true judge, whose 

name is expressed as I will be as I will be.”                 (R’ Avraham Mordechai of Gur) 

 כי כבד פ ה וכ בד לשון אנכי

“For I impaired of mouth and impaired of speech…” (4:10) 

 The Ran writes: “G-d had caused Moshe to be impaired of mouth and speech as part of His 

overall plan. He wanted everyone to know that Moshe’s success as the messenger of G-d to 

Pharaoh and to the Jewish people was not due to his eloquence. All would know, then that it was 

the hand of G-d which determined the course of events, and not the schemes of man, smooth talk, 

or power of persuasion.”               (Parsha Anthology) 

This week’s Divrei Torah are sponsored by Eli Moradi Ghadamian in memory of his parents, Khalil Hillel 
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