
Our parsha begins with 

an apparently simple 

proposition: When 

Pharaoh let the people 

go, God did not lead 

them on the road through 

the land of the 

Philistines, though that 

was shorter. For God 

said, “If they face war, 

they might change their 

minds and return to 

Egypt.” So God led the 

people around by the 

desert road toward the 

Red Sea. The Israelites 

went up out of Egypt 

prepared for battle. (Ex. 

13:17-18) God did not 

lead the people to the 

Promised Land by the 

coastal route, which 

would have been more 

direct. The reason given 

is that it was such an 

important highway, it 

constituted the main path 

from which Egypt might 

be attacked by forces 

from the north-west such 

as the Hittite army. The 

Egyptians established a 

series of forts along the 

way, which the Israelites 

would have found 

impregnable. 

However, if we delve 

deeper, this decision 

raises a number of 

questions. First: we see 

that the alternative route 

they took was potentially 

even more traumatic. 

God led them around by 

the desert road towards 

the Red Sea. The result, 

as we soon discover, is 

that the Israelites, when 

they saw the Egyptian 

chariots pursuing them in 

the distance, had 

nowhere to go. They were 

terrified. They were not spared 

the fear of war. Hence the first 

question: why the Red Sea? On 

the face of it, it was the worst 

of all possible routes. 

Secondly, if God did not want 

the Israelites to face war, and 

if He believed it would lead the 

people to want to return to 

Egypt, why did the Israelites 

leave chamushim, “armed” or 

“ready for battle”? Third: if 

God did not want the Israelites 

to face war, why did He 

provoke Pharaoh into pursuing 

them? The text says so 

explicitly. “And I will harden 

Pharaoh’s heart, and he will 

pursue them. But I will gain 

glory for Myself through 

Pharaoh and all his army, and 

the Egyptians will know that I 

am the Lord.” (Ex. 14:4). 

Three times in this one chapter 

we are told that God hardened 

Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 14:4, 8, 

17). 

The Torah explains this 

motivation of “I will gain glory 

for Myself.” The defeat of the 

Egyptian army at the Sea 

would become an eternal 

reminder of God’s power. “The 

Egyptians will know that I am 

the Lord.” Egypt may come to 

realize that there is a force 

more powerful than chariots, 

armies and military might. But 

the opening of our parsha 

suggested that God was 

primarily concerned with the 

Israelites’ feelings – not with 

His glory or the Egyptians’ 

belief. If God wanted the 

Israelites not to see war, as 

the opening verse states, why 

did He orchestrate that they 

witnessed this attack at the 

Sea? 
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Fourth: God did not want 

the Israelites to have 

reason to say, “Let us 

return to Egypt.” However, 

at the Red Sea, they did tell 

Moses something very close 

to this: “Was it because 

there were no graves in 

Egypt that you brought us 

to the desert to die? What 

have you done to us by 

bringing us out of Egypt?  

Didn’t we say to you in 

Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let 

us serve the Egyptians’? It 

would have been better for 

us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the 

desert!” (Ex. 14:11-12) 

Fifth: God clearly wanted 

the Israelites to develop the 

self-confidence that would 

give them the strength to 

fight the battles they would 

have to fight in order to 

conquer the Holy Land. Why 

then did He bring about a 

state of affairs at the Sea 

where they had to do 

exactly the opposite, 

leaving everything to God: 

Moses answered the people, 

“Do not be afraid. Stand 

firm and you will see the 

deliverance the Lord will 

bring you today. The 

Egyptians you see today 

you will never see again. 

The Lord will fight for you; 

you need only to be 

still.” (Ex.14:13-14) The 

miracle that followed has so 

engraved itself on Jewish 

minds that we recite the 

Song at the Sea in our daily 

Morning Service. The 

division of the Sea was, in 

its way, the greatest of all 

the miracles. But it did not 

contribute to Jewish self-

confidence and self-reliance. 

January 30, 2021  17 Shevat, 5781 Parshat Beshalach 

TORAH                                                  

ARTSCROLL  366 

HERTZ   265 

 

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL   1152 

HERTZ   281 

 

Dedicated in memory of Alice Setton 

Times 

Weekly Times  

Shacharit: Sun.  
Mon - Fri.  

8:30 am 
7:45 am 

Scholars’ Kollel 
(link in the daily 
emails) 

9:00 am 

Mincha 4:55 pm 

  

Shabbat Times  

Candle Lighting 4:51 pm 

Friday Night Mincha 4:55 pm 

Hashkama Minyan 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash  9:15 am 

Youth Minyan 9:45 am 

Gemara Shiur 4:15 pm 

Mincha 4:45 pm 

Shabbat Ends 6:00 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

Jan. 30 9:37/10:27 am 

Feb. 6 9:34/10:26 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Yitro 

Candle Lighting 4:59 pm 

Mincha 5:00 pm                 

Kiddush Bags this Shabbat are sponsored by The Men’s Club 



 26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 (516) 487-6100                                                            Shabbat Announcements Beshalach 5781 

Great Neck Synagogue 
26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck , NY 11023 

516-487-6100 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff, Rabbi 

Rabbi Ian Lichter, Assistant Rabbi 

Rabbi Yehoshua Lefkowitz, Intern Rabbi 

Dr. Ephraim Wolf, z”l, Rabbi Emeritus 

Yitzy Spinner, Cantor 

Eleazer Schulman, z”l, Cantor Emeritus 

Rabbi Sholom Jensen, Youth Director 

Zehava & Dr. Michael Atlas, Youth Directors 

Mark Twersky, Executive Director 

Dr. James Frisch, Assistant Director 

Jordan Wolf, President 

Dov Sassoon, Chairman of the Board 

The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still. The 

Egyptians were defeated not by the Israelites but by God, 

and not by conventional warfare but by a miracle. How then 

did the encounter teach the Israelites courage? 

Sixth: The parsha ends with another battle, against the 

Amalekites. But this time, there is no complaint on the part 

of the people, no fear, no trauma, no despair. Joshua leads 

the people in battle. Moses, supported by Aaron and Hur, 

stands on a hilltop, his arms upraised, and as the people 

look up to Heaven, they are inspired, strengthened, and 

they prevail. 

Where then was the fear spoken of in the opening verse of 

the parsha? Faced by the Amalekites, in some ways more 

fearsome than the Egyptians, the Israelites did not say they 

wanted to return to Egypt. The sheer silence on the part of 

the people stands in the strongest possible contrast to their 

previous complaints about water and food. The Israelites 

turn out to be good warriors. 

So why the sudden change between the opening of our 

parsha and its close? In the opening, God is protective and 

miracle-working. At the close, God is more concealed. He 

does not fight the battle against the Amalekites; He gives 

the Israelites the strength to do so themselves. In the 

opening, the Israelites, faced by the Egyptians, panic and 

say that they should never have left Egypt. By the close, 

faced by the Amalekites, they fight and win. What had 

changed? The answer, it seems to me, is that we have 

perhaps the first recorded instance of what later became a 

key military strategy. In one of the more famous examples, 

Julius Caesar ordered his army to cross the Rubicon in the 

course of his attempt to seize power. Such an act was 

strictly forbidden in Roman law. He and the army had to 

win, or they would be executed. Hence the phrase, “to 

cross the Rubicon.” In 1519, Cortes (the Spanish 

commander engaged in the conquest of Mexico) burned the 

ships that had carried his men. His soldiers now had no 

possibility of escape. They had to win or die. Hence the 

phrase, “burning your boats.” What these tactics have in 

common is the idea that sometimes you have to arrange 

that there is no way back, no line of retreat, no possibility 

of fear-induced escape. It is a radical strategy, undertaken 

when the stakes are high and when exceptional reserves of 

courage are necessary. That is the logic of the events in 

this week’s parsha that are otherwise hard to understand. 

Before they crossed the Red Sea, the Israelites were                     

fearful. But once they had crossed the Sea, there was no 

way back. To be sure, they still complained about water 

and food. But their ability to fight and defeat the                                  

Amalekites showed how profoundly they had changed. 

They had crossed the Rubicon. Their boats and bridges 

were burned. They looked only forwards, for there was no 

return. 

Rashbam makes a remarkable comment, connecting 

Jacob’s wrestling match with the angel to the episode in 

which Moses, returning to Egypt, is attacked by God (Ex. 

4:24) and also linking this to Jonah on the stormy ship. All 

three, he says, were overcome by fear at the danger or 

difficulty that confronted them, and each wanted to                     

escape. Jacob’s angel, Moses’ encounter and the tempest 

that threatened to sink Jonah’s ship, were all ways in which 

Heaven cut off the line of retreat. Any great undertaking 

comes with fear. Often we fear failure. Sometimes we even 

fear success. Are we worthy of it? Can we sustain it? We 

long for the security of the familiar, the life we have 

known. We are afraid of the unknown, the uncharted                      

territory. And the journey itself exposes our vulnerability. 

We have left home; we have not yet reached our                                

destination. Rashbam was telling us that if we have these 

feelings we should not feel ashamed. Even the greatest 

people have felt fear. Courage is not fearlessness. It is, in 

the words of a well-known book title, feeling the fear but 

doing it anyway. 

Sometimes the only way to do this is to know that there is 

no way back. Franz Kafka in one of his aphorisms wrote, 

“Beyond a certain point there is no return. This point has to 

be reached.” That is what crossing the Red Sea was for the 

Israelites, and why it was essential that they experienced it 

at an early stage in their journey. It marked the point of no 

return; the line of no retreat; the critical point at which 

they could only move forward. I believe that some of the 

greatest positive changes in our lives come when, having 

undertaken a challenge, we cross our own Red Sea and 

know that there is no way back. There is only a way                    

forward. Then God gives us the strength to fight our                 

battles and win. 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class w/ Rabbi Polakoff (zoom) 

Monday 

8:00 pm: Insights to Parsha w/ Rabbi Lichter (zoom) 

9:00 pm: Aggadata on Gemara Sota (zoom) 

Tuesday 

7:00-7:30 pm: Parsha ‘n Pizza W/ Rabbi Lichter                                        

(grades 1-5 in the Gym)            Register your child HERE 

Wednesday 

9:00 pm: WNL Halacha Chabura w/ Rabbi Lichter  

Thursday 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash w/ Rabbi Polakoff (zoom) 

8:00 pm: Power Chumash w/ Rabbi Polakoff (zoom) 

https://zoom.us/j/98275197377?pwd=Q0cwejE2NWQ0bGtFU0cweTVCZzJ2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/289319120
https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09
https://forms.gle/x8VuNf1ZaVhFSu1p7
https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09
https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09


 

SISTERHOOD TU B’SHEVAT PROGRAM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6324688544?pwd=aXNlNWU3VmErNytGQWQ3M3k3ZTBtdz09#success


ISRAEL BONDS EVENT 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehi7hoh1ed738e07&oseq=&c=&ch=


 

 

 

 

MEN’S CLUB EVENT 

https://us02web.zoom.us/s/85812716443?pwd=dEwwQjk3eEF2eUdObHcrdzVyWFFHUT09#success


 

SISTERHOOD EVENT 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6324688544?pwd=aXNlNWU3VmErNytGQWQ3M3k3ZTBtdz09#success
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5781                    

is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact                          

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Mazal Tov to Hannah & Matthew Gorski on the birth of a 

daughter.   

Monday, 12 Shevat 

Steven Rosenzweig for Chedva Kandel 

Jaqueline Fischer for Else Salomon 

Tuesday, 13 Shevat 

Ellen Siegel for Sam Bluestein 

Wednesday, 14 Shevat 

Debbie Chadow for George Rabizadeh 

Roselin Wagner for David Seider 

Sam Yehaskel for Solomon Yehaskel 

Thursday, 15 Shevat 

Janet Kashani for Rahel bat Avraham 

Elizer Noy for Soltana bat Aharon 

Steven Berkowitz for Gail Berkowitz 

Belkis Nasser for Ezra Suveke 

Friday, 16 Shevat 

David Benrimon for Rachelle Benrimon 

Arnold Breitbart for Morris Breitbart 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Shlomo Gabbaizadeh 

Orly Steinberg for Meir Shalmon 

Joan Braun for Rose Shwartz 

Abraham Soleimani for Rebecca Soleimani 

Moussa Soleimani for Rebecca Soleimani 

Saturday, 17 Shevat 

Debbie Furst for Aryeh Kramer 

Sharon Twersky for Royal Leff 

Joshua Olshin for Seymour Olshin 

Paul Wein for Shirlee Wein 

Sunday, 18 Shevat 

Isaac Kohannim for Khodadad Avraham HaKohen 

Didi Hutt for Moshe Kohen 

Leon Fuks for Bonnye Fuks 

David Sedgh for Yaacov Sedgh 

Monday, 19 Shevat 

Marc Epstein for Fred Epstein 

Elena Berkowitz for Dvora Fridman 

Cindy Liebmann for Ralph Geller 

Ellen Siegel for Alter Aviezer Givner 

Arthur Kirsch for Abraham Kirsch 

Hedva Kessler for Ray Majus 

GNS CONNECTIONS 

GNS Connections is a new initiative to reach out to members 

of our synagogue – many who usually attend services but are 

not able to during this COVID pandemic for health and safety                      

reasons. If you are interested in volunteering to make phone 

calls 1-2x month to keep in touch with these members, please 

email the Chair of GNS Connections, Rachel Brecher at                      

rachelbrecher@icloud.com. 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

Deadline to purchase Mah Jongg Cards at $9/card or $10/large 

print is Jan. 25th. Please make check out to GNS Sisterhood.   

KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS 

We encourage our members to think about sponsoring the 

safe and socially distant Kiddush at the conclusion of davening 

or the Kiddush Bags to go. It may be sponsored in memory or 

in honor of someone. Please email mtwersky@gns.org for 

more details.  

CONDOLENCES                                                                                      

Great Neck Synagogue mourns the loss of Hannah Schussel, 

daughter of Morris Schultz who was the Shul’s Bal Koreh in the 

1950’s through the 1970’s.  

CHESED OPPORTUNITY 

This March, Ruben Prawer will be running in the Jerusalem  

marathon for Yachad. The work Yachad does for children with 

special needs is unparalleled and every dollar that is donated 

will be well spent by this amazing cause. (All donations are tax 

deductable.) Here’s the link to join:   

https://jerusalem.teamyachad.com/runner/Rprawer3/  

SAVE THE DATE - GNS VIRTUAL GALA  

Please join in honoring Rabbi Sholom and Aksana Jensen and 

with special thanks to Rabbi Jensen for his 30 years of                               

dedication and Service to the Great Neck Synagogue.   

In addition, there will be a tribute in honor of all of the front 

line workers, first responders, doctors, nurses and technicians 

who have so bravely faced the COVID 19 Pandemic. We look 

forward to your joining the GNS Virtual Gala on Saturday 

night, February 27, 2021, at 8:00 pm.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next Chaverim will be Wed. Jan. 27th from 12:30-1:30. 

Please join here.  

PESACH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, 

ads, sponsorships and any other material by TODAY 

to drein@verizon.net. Please share photos and captions of 

GNS Smachot (weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, bris, etc.) that 

took place over the past few months during COVID-19 so we 

can make a collage for the Pesach issue. Thank you very much 

to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 80!) for their strong 

support by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah 

and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the year. We strongly 

encourage others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to 

have their names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in 

honor or in memory of a loved one. Thank you! 

ISRAEL BONDS EVENT 

Discussion with Amar’e Stoudemire at 5:00 pm on Thurs.  

Jan. 28th. GNS members will need to pre-register here.  

You may purchase an Israel bond for yourself or for the shul.  

Contact Arnie Schweitzer for info at 516.726.2307 or  

arnie.schweitzer@israelbonds.com. 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM – SPONSOR MISHLOACH MANOT 

VOLUNTEER TO MAKE DELIVERIES 

For Purim, the GNS Bikur Cholim Committee is planning to  

distribute Mishloach Manot to members of our shul that are ill 

or homebound. If you would like to volunteer to make                             

deliveries (could be used for high school chesed hours) or 

sponsor Mishloach Manot ($18/person and there are about 36 

recipients), please contact Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. 

Thank you very much! 

Amy Kalter & Family would like to thank Rabbis Polakoff 

& Lichter and the entire community for their outpouring of 

support following the passing of her beloved father, Irwin 

Griggs z”l.  
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