
The story of Joseph and 

his brothers, spread over 

four parshiyot, is the 

longest and most tightly-

scripted of all the 

narratives in the Torah. 

Nothing is there by 

accident; every detail 

counts. One moment, 

however, seems 

gloriously irrelevant – 

and it is this that 

contains one of the most 

beautiful of the Torah’s 

ideas. With great speed, 

we are introduced to the 

broad lines of the story. 

Joseph is envied and 

hated by his brothers. So 

deep has the animosity 

gone that they cannot 

talk peaceably with one 

another. Now the 

brothers have left home 

to tend their sheep, and 

Jacob tells Joseph to go 

and see how they are 

doing. This encounter will 

set in motion the central 

drama from which all else 

will follow: the moment 

when the brothers sell 

Joseph into Egypt as a 

slave. 

But it nearly didn’t 

happen. Joseph arrived 

at Shechem where he 

expected his brothers to 

be, but they were not 

there. He might well have 

wandered around for a 

while and then, failing to 

find them, gone home. 

None of the events that 

take up the rest of the 

Torah would have happened: 

no Joseph the slave, no Joseph 

the viceroy, no storage of food 

during the years of plenty, no 

descent of Joseph’s family to 

Egypt, no exile, no slavery, no 

exodus. The entire story – 

already revealed in broad 

outlines to Abraham in a night 

vision – seemed about to be 

derailed. Then we read the 

following: A man found 

[Joseph] wandering around in 

the fields and asked him, 

“What are you looking for?” He 

replied, “I’m looking for my 

brothers. Can you tell me 

where they are grazing their 

flocks?” “They have moved on 

from here,” the man answered. 

“I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to 

Dothan.’” So Joseph went after 

his brothers and found them 

near Dothan. (Gen. 37:15-17) 

I know of no comparable 

passage in the Torah: three 

verses dedicated to an 

apparently trivial, eminently 

forgettable detail of someone 

having to ask directions from a 

stranger. Who was this 

unnamed man? And what 

conceivable message does the 

episode hold for future 

generations, for us? Rashi says 

he was the angel Gabriel. Ibn 

Ezra says he was a passer-by. 

Ramban however says that 

“the Holy One, blessed be He, 

sent him a guide without his 

knowledge.” I am not sure 

whether Ramban meant 

without Joseph’s knowledge or 

without the guide’s knowledge. 

I prefer to think both. The 
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anonymous man – so the 

Torah is intimating – 

represented an intrusion of 

providence to make sure 

that Joseph went to where 

he was supposed to be, so 

that the rest of the drama 

could unfold. He may not 

have known he had such a 

role. Joseph surely did not 

know. To put it as simply as 

I can: he was an angel who 

didn’t know he was an 

angel. He had a vital role in 

the story. Without him, it 

would not have happened. 

But he had no way of 

knowing, at the time, the 

significance of his 

intervention. 

The message could not be 

more significant. When 

heaven intends something 

to happen, and it seems to 

be impossible, sometimes it 

sends an angel down to 

earth – an angel who didn’t 

know he or she was an 

angel – to move the story 

from here to there. Let me 

tell the story of two such 

angels, without whom there 

might not be a State of 

Israel today. One was a 

remarkable young woman 

from a Sephardi family who, 

at the age of seventeen, 

married into the most 

famous Ashkenazi family in 

the world. Her name was 

Dorothy Pinto; her husband 

was James de Rothschild, 

son of the great Baron 

Edmond de Rothschild who 

did so much to support the 
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settlement of the land in the days before the proclamation 

of the State. 

A critical juncture occurred during the First World War that 

would eventually lead to the defeat of the Ottoman Empire 

and the placing of Palestine under a British mandate. 

Suddenly, Britain became absolutely central to the Zionist 

dream. A key figure in the Zionist movement, Chaim 

Weizmann, was in Britain, experimenting and lecturing in 

chemistry at Manchester University. But Weizmann was a 

Russian immigrant, not a prominent member of British 

society. Manchester was not London. Chemistry was not 

politics. The most influential and well-connected Jewish 

family was the Rothschilds. But Edmond was in France. 

James was a soldier on the battlefield. And not every 

member of the British Rothschilds was a Zionist. At that 

moment, Dorothy suddenly assumed a leading role. She 

was only nineteen when she first met Weizmann in 

December 1914, and understood very little of the political 

complexities involved in realising the Zionist dream. But she 

learned quickly. She was perceptive, resourceful, energetic, 

delightful and determined. She connected Weizmann with 

everyone he needed to know and persuade. Simon Schama, 

in his definitive account of Two Rothschilds and the Land of 

Israel, says that “young as she was…she combined charm, 

intelligence and more than a hint of steely resolution in just 

the right mixture to coax commitment from the equivocal, 

enthusiasm from the lukewarm and sympathy from the 

indifferent.” 

His judgement on the effect of her interventions is that 

“through tireless but prudent social diplomacy she had 

managed to open avenues of influence and persuasion at a 

time when they were badly needed.” The result, in 1917, 

was the Balfour Declaration, a milestone in the history of 

Zionism – and we should not forget that the Declaration 

itself took the form of a letter to Lord (Walter) Rothschild. 

Dorothy’s husband James, in his will, left the money to 

build the Knesset, Israel’s parliament building. In her own 

will, Dorothy left the money to build a new Supreme Court 

Building, a project undertaken by her nephew Jacob, the 

current Lord Rothschild. But of all the things she did, it was 

those connections she made for Chaim Weizmann in the 

years 1914 to 1917 that were surely the most important. 

Without them, there might have been no Balfour 

Declaration and no State of Israel. 

 

The other figure, who could not have been less like                   

Dorothy de Rothschild, was Eddie Jacobson. The son of 

poor Jewish immigrants, born in New York’s Lower East 

Side, he moved with his family to Kansas City where he 

met a young man called Harry Truman. They knew one 

another in their youth, and became close in 1917 when 

they underwent military training together. After the end of 

World War I, they opened a haberdashery business                         

together. It failed in 1922 because of the recession. From 

then on, they went their separate ways, Jacobson as a 

travelling salesman, and Truman successively a county 

administrator, Senator, Vice-President, and then when F.D. 

Roosevelt died in office in 1945, President of the United 

States. Despite their very different life-trajectories, the two 

stayed friends, and Jacobson would often visit Truman, 

talking to him about, among other things, about the fate of 

European Jewry  during the Holocaust. 

After the war, the position of America vis-à-vis the State of 

Israel was deeply ambivalent. The State Department was 

opposed. Truman himself refused to meet Chaim                     

Weizmann. On 13 March 1948, Jacobson went to the White 

House and persuaded Truman to change his mind and 

meet Weizmann. Largely as a result of this, the United 

States became the first nation to grant diplomatic                              

recognition to Israel on 14 May 1948. Many years later, 

Truman wrote: One of the proudest moments of my life 

occurred at 6:12 p.m. on Friday, May 14, 1948, when I 

was able to announce recognition of the new State of Israel 

by the government of the United States. I remain                           

particularly gratified by the role I was fortunate to play in 

the birth of Israel as, in the immortal words of the Balfour 

Declaration, “a national home for the Jewish people.” 

Two people, Dorothy de Rothschild and Eddie Jacobson, 

appeared on the scene of history and connected Chaim 

Weizmann with individuals he might otherwise not have 

met, among them Arthur Balfour and Harry Truman. They 

were like the stranger who connected Joseph and his 

brothers, but with infinitely more positive consequences. I 

think of them both as angels who did not know they were 

angels. Perhaps this is true not only about the destiny of 

nations but also about each of us at critical junctures in our 

lives. I believe that there are times when we feel lost, and 

then someone says or does something that lifts us or 

points the way to a new direction and destination. Years 

later, looking back, we see how important that intervention 

was, even though it seemed slight at the time. That is 

when we know that we too encountered an angel who              

didn’t know he or she was an angel. That is what the story 

of Joseph’s stranger is about. 

 

 

 

 



 

HILCHOT CHANUKAH 

MELACHA ON CHANUKAH 

There are no stringencies regarding work on Chanukah. One can work all the days of Chanukah at any time of day. 

There is a minhag that women don’t do any work (i.e. laundry, household chores, or professional jobs) while the           

candles are lit. This doesn’t mean if the candles stay lit for 5 hours they cannot work for five hours. Rather, it means 

that women should refrain from work only until a half hour after nightfall, or a half hour from when the Chanukah 

lights were lit, if this was later than Tzeit. This ‘not working’ does not include cooking for dinner that night or other 

things for immediate use. 

SEUDAT CHANUKAH 

It would seem that there isn’t any obligation to have any special Seudot Mitzvah on Chanukah (although there is a 

source to having such Seudot – see Rama). However, since it has become a minhag to have special family gatherings 

and the like on Chanuka, it is important to turn these into Seudot Mitzvah by saying Divrei Torah, and singing praises 

to Hashem. There is a minhag to eat dairy products on Chanukah because a good part of the miracle (the story of  

Yehudit) occurred through the eating of Dairy products. By eating dairy products we are also fulfilling the Mitzvah of 

praising Hashem on Chanukah as dairy foods help commemorate the miracles. 

LIGHTING 

Everyone must be very careful to light Chanukah candles. There are different Minhagim regarding whether females 

living together with males light. The most preferable method of lighting is to add an additional light every night of  

Chanukah (i.e. the first night one; the last night eight). Any kind of fuel may be used for Ner Chanuka. Likewise any 

kind of wicks may be used. There is a hiddur to use a fuel and/or wick that will burn nicely. There is a hiddur to use 

olive oil as a reminder of the miracle of Chanuka.  

PLACEMENT OF MENORAH 

From the time of the Rishonim there has been a good deal of discussion as to what is the best location for kindling the 

Chanukah lights. What is clear is that there are two essential elements as to where one must light: 1) in a way that 

the person who is lighting is enabling a “Persumei Nisa” (publicizing of the miracle) to other people (even if nobody 

ends up seeing them). 2) In a way that makes clear the candles may belong to the person who lit them. In the             

Diaspora where the prevailing minhag is to light inside, the minhag is to light by a window that can be viewed from 

Reshut Harabim. 

In the event a person lives in a residence that has two or more doors, giving the impression that there are two or 

more separate dwellings, the individual in question should then light near each of those doors. If one is lighting at a 

doorway, one should place the Menorah on the left side (opposite the mezuzah) so as to be ‘surrounded by Mitzvot’. If 

there is no Mezuzah (because there isn’t a proper doorway) the Menorah should then be placed on the right (where a 

Mezuzah would usually be). 

SETTING UP & LIGHTING THE MENORAH 

One should set up the Menorah by putting the first night’s light in the right-most spot. Each succeeding night we then 

add another light to its left. When we light, we start with the left most light (which will always be the new light). The 

first night we recite three Brachot prior to lighting: Lehadlik Ner shel Chanuka, She’osoh Nisim, and Shehechianu. 

From the second night on, we say only the first two prior to lighting and no Shehechianu. After lighting the Chanukah 

candles we recite Haneirot Halalu and many have the minhag to sing Maoz Tzur.  

Chanukah candles should be lit with Tzeit (at nightfall). There are opinions who maintain Chanukah lights should be 

kindled at Shkia (sunset) (GR”A). No matter when a person lights Ner Chanukah there must be sufficient oil for the 

light to burn at least for a half hour. The most important aspect of Ner Chanukah is its lighting. Ner Chanukah must    

therefore be lit in a place that is halachically fit for Hadlakat Ner Chanuka. It must also be lit in the place where it is to 

remain. Moving the Ner Chanukah after it is lit is tantamount to extinguishing it. It must be lit in such manner that it 

can remain lit for the entire time that it needs to be lit. If a candle is extinguished before a half hour, although it was 

initially lit in such a way that it should have burned for a half hour – the light does not have to be rekindled. If it was 

lit in such a way that it wasn’t likely to last a full half hour (i.e. in a windy location), it must then be relit, and relit with 

a bracha (if there was an interruption, hefsek, between when the bracha was made and when it was relit). 

On Erev Shabbat we light Chanukah candles first, and then Shabbat candles. The candles must have enough fuel to 

last a half hour past Tzeit (nightfall). If there are insufficient candles in the house, one may use an incandescent bulb 

as Ner Shabbat and light the candle for Ner Chanukah (electricity cannot be used for Ner Chanukah as there isn’t             

sufficient fuel present at the time of the hadlaka for a half hour, since electricity is received on an as need basis and 

isn’t contained like a candle).  

On Motzei Shabbat there are those who maintain that Ner Chanukah is first and there are those that maintain Havdala 

is first. If someone doesn’t have a minhag they should make Havdala first. We do not light any of the Chanukah            

candles from any other Chanukah candles. As it is forbidden to derive benefit from the Chanukah candles, we light a 

Shamesh. The Shamesh should be lit in a way that makes clear that it is separate from the rest of the Chanukah        

candles. Even if there are strong electric lights around one should still light a shamesh. There should be a shamesh for 

every Menorah (not just one for all the sets together). 



CHANUKAH LUNCH ‘N LEARN & CHAVERIM CENTER 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5781                    

is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact                          

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

CHAVERWEB 

Chaverweb is the most convenient place to view your             

account status, pay your bills and manage your online             

profile. Accessible at gns.org with your account password.  

Mazal Tov to Joseph & Farahnaz Sameyah on the          

marriage of their daughter Brooke Orit to Ariyan Dov 

Bloomberg.  

Mazal Tov to Violet & Hersel Rabanipour on the                

marriage of their son Joseph to Deborah Gabbay of 

Roslyn.  

HUNGER INITIATIVE 

During these difficult times, we are providing food for         

numerous families in our community and nearby areas. If 

you cook in excess during the week, please freeze your    

extras, neatly wrap them and drop them off in the cooler on 

the porch at 91 Baker Hill road on Friday from 7 am -   1 

pm. PLEASE DO NOT DROP PERISHABLE FOOD OFF             

DURING THE WEEK. Canned goods, cereal, any grocery 

items, fruit and vegetables are also appreciated. If you 

would like to volunteer to make a deliveries and help                

collect food for these families, Please contact Cindy Hodkin 

at 516.317.9632 or at koshercookinggn@gmail.com.  

GREAT NECK KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 

There is a kosher food pantry in Great Neck (Steamboat 

Road) that is open for families in need that live in Nassau 

and Suffolk County. Please contact the pantry at (516)             

400-3026 for more information. 

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next joint program together with North Shore Hebrew 

Academy HS is this Wednesday, Dec. 9th and will be a 

special Chanukah Program. You can join by clicking HERE.  

GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE BIKUR CHOLIM 

We invite you to sponsor Chanukah gifts ($18/each) that 

will be delivered to our ill/elderly members. We will be                              

delivering gifts to approximately 35 people. Gifts will be      

provided by Meorot in support of their organization. Please 

contact Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net if you are                               

interested in this chesed opportunity. Thank you!   

CHANUKAH (ZOOM) LUNCH AND LEARN 

Please join Rabbi Polakoff for a Chanukah (Zoom) Lunch 

and Learn today, Monday, December 7th from 12:00 

pm - 1:00 pm. Bring your own lunch. You can join by 

clicking HERE. We encourage you to sponsor the lecture in 

honor, in memory and/or for refuah shelaimah for a loved 

one at $18, $36, $72 or $180 levels. Rabbi Polakoff will 

read out the dedicated names at the lecture. RSVP to Mark 

Twersky at mtwersky@gns.org for sponsorship.   

Monday, 21 Kislev 

Martin Brownstein for Samuel Brownstein 

Pearl Ginsburg for Isaiah Ginsburg 

Tuesday, 22 Kislev 

Mahin Aryeh for Morad Aryeh 

Lloyd Bayme for Rachel Bayme 

Hillel Milun for Reuben Milun 

Fred Pomerantz for David Pomerantz 

Irvin Spira for Abraham Spira 

Wednesday, 23 Kislev 

Harriet Sherman Schimel for Sherry Grodofsky 

Karen Wydra for Evelyn Stein 

Edward Weiss for Joseph Weiss 

Peter Weiss for Joseph Weiss 

Zinat Yacobi for Michal Yacobi 

Thursday, 24 Kislev 

Michal Malen for Emanuel Hoschander 

Susan Goldman for Malia Ring 

Farangiss Sedaghatpour for Habibolah Sedaghatpour 

Friday, 25 Kislev 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Yehudit Chaya bat Rav Shlomo 

Saturday, 26 Kislev 

Hyman Katz for Sally Katz 

Lili Sedaghatpour for Shimon Mirakhor 

Mahin Aryeh for Marilyn Schwadron 

Sunday, 27 Kislev 

David Rein for Howard I. Rein 

Monday, 28 Kislev 

Jeffrey Pittell for Robert Seymour Pittell 

Donna Schwechter for Myer Simon Tulkoff 

GNS MEN’S CLUB EVENT 

This Saturday night, Dec. 12th at 7:45 pm will be a             

Chanukah Trivia Show with Digital Dov.  

GNS CONNECTIONS 

GNS Connections is a new initiative to reach out to           

members of our synagogue – many who usually attend 

services but are not able to during this COVID pandemic 

for health and safety reasons. If you are interested in         

volunteering to make phone calls 1-2x month to keep in 

touch with these members, please email the Chair of GNS 

Connections, Rachel Brecher at rachelbrecher@icloud.com. 

Judy Lillien and family would like to thank Rabbi & Ellen 

Polakoff, Rabbi & Katie Lichter, Sharon Goldwyn, Michelle 

Berman, Vivian Kron and Jordan Wolf along with the Great 

Neck Synagogue community on their support during the         

recent loss of her father, Herbert Lebovits z”l.  

GNS WINTER SERIES 

The next episode will be on Sunday morning, Dec. 13th 

at 10:45 am and will feature Rabbi Brahm Weinberg,  

past rabbinic intern at GNS and current Rabbi at Kemp Mill  

Synagogue.  

THANK YOU 

Thank you to GNS Sisterhood and Chesed Chanukah Toy 

Collection Committees. We thank Fani & Jon Mael and    

Vivian & Nik Kron for volunteering their homes to have 

toys dropped off to benefit so many children at Ohel. 

Thank you to everyone who donated toys for Chanukah to 

make the children at Ohel so happy! Special thanks to the 

Sisterhood for partnering to make this Chesed collection a 

great success!!  
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