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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 וישלח עיקב מלאכים לפניו אל עשו אחיו ארצה ש עיר אדום

“Yaakov sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Eisav, toward the land of Seir to Edom’s 
field.” (32:4) 

 The Torah tells us that Eisav lived in the land of Seir, in Edom’s field. This is to tell us that 

Eisav never wanted to forget what Yaakov did to him. As Seir means goat, Eisav wanted to remind 

himself constantly that Yaakov wore the skins of goats so that his arms would be hairy like Eisav’s, 

when he tricked Yitzchak into blessing him. He named his city, Edom’s field, to symbolize the color 

of the stew (red) for which he sold his birthright and for which he wished never to forget.                      

           (Kesef Nivchar) 

 קטנ תי מכל ה חסדים ומכל  האמת אשר עשית  א ת עבדך 

“I have been diminished by all the kindnesses and by all the truth that You have done for Your 
servant…” (32:11) 

 The Gemara (Sotah 5a) states a disciple of the wise must have within him an eighth of an 

eighth of pride. Although it is not good to be arrogant, a scholar must have an “eighth of an eighth” 

of pride in his character. Why just an “eighth of an eighth”? 

 The Vilna Gaon explains that the eighth parsha in Sefer Bereshit is Vayishlach, which deals 

with Yaakov’s encounter with Eisav. The verse, “I have been diminished by all the kindnesses…” is 

the eighth verse in the parsha. This is to teach the scholar that even if he has just cause for pride in 

his scholastic accomplishments, even as Yaakov said, “and now I have become two camps,” he must 

remember that his achievements are all gifts from G-d.         (Great Torah Lights) 

 The Zohar writes that Yaakov’s tefillah was most precious to Hashem, as his tefillah was one 

of humility. He was asking Hashem for a matnat chinam, acknowledging that he was not entitled to 

anything but was asking for a gift. Similarly, Moshe begged to be permitted to enter into Eretz 

Yisrael, and prayed using the language of “va’etchanan”; he was asking for a favor from Hashem. 

Hashem has special gifts for those who daven in this manner.   (R’ Asher Dovid May) 

 A lender can only demand payment as long as the debt is outstanding. Once the debt has 

been paid, he has no further claim. However, this is not so for one who receives a gift. A gift is but a 

token of the giver’s kindness. The recipient of the gift may continually appeal to the giver for more 

kindness. If one davens because he is “owed,” he will only get what is “owed” to him. One who 

davens for a gift can receive endless abundance from Hashem.                      (Vilna Gaon) 



 

 וישא את עיניו וירא את  הנשים ואת  הילדים ויאמר מי אל ה לך ויאמר  היל דים אשר חנן ה' 

“Eisav lifted his eyes and saw the women and children. He said, ‘Who are these to you?’ And 
Yaakov replied, ‘The children which G-d has graciously given to your servant.’” (33:5) 

 QUESTION: Eisav asked about the women and the children. Why did Yaakov reply only 

regarding the children? 

 ANSWER: The angles Yaakov sent forth to Eisav described Yaakov as extremely pious; even 

in the house of Lavan, he observed the 613 mitzvot. When Eisav met Yaakov and saw his wives, he 

said to Yaakov, “I have heard that you were very observant in the house of Lavan. If that is true, I 

wonder why after you already married Leah, did you allow yourself to marry her sister Rachel? This 

is hinted to in the words  מי אלה לך since the word האל  can be rearranged to read הלא .  

 Yaakov replied, “We have a halacha which states נתגייר כקטן שנולד דמי גר ש  – “A convert to 

Judaism is considered like a newborn child” (Yevamot 22b). Before marrying, I had to convert Leah 

and Rachel. Consequently, my two wives are like newborn children which Hashem was kind enough 

to grant me – and thus, I did not violate any law.”                 (Minchat Sofer) 

 וכי יש  לי כל 

“And inasmuch as I have everything…” (33:11) 

 If a person is haughty, he will eventually be brought down. But if a repents and humbles 

himself, he will live out his years, as our forefathers did. We learn this from a verse in Iyov, which 

states “They are proud briefly and then they are gone, they are crushed, like “all” that leap away.” 

The verse is understood as follows: If they are proud, then they will be gone; however, if they are 

crushed – meaning, they become humbled – then they will leave this world (leap away) after living a 

long life, like “all.” Regarding Avraham it says, “And Hashem had blessed Avraham with all; 

regarding Yitzchak it states, “I ate from all,” and our verse tells us regarding Yaakov, “I have all.”  

                    (Teachings from the Talmud, Sotah 5a) 

 ויעקב נ סע סכתה ויבן לו בית ולמקנ הו עשה סכת על כן  קרא שם המקום סכות 

“And Yaakov journeyed to Sukkot and built a house for himself and made booths for his cattle. 
Therefore, the name of the place is called Sukkot.” (33:17) 

 According to the Gemara (Zevachim 16b), a maimed person is prohibited form offering a 

sacrifice. Yaakov, being maimed, since he limped from his thigh, was not permitted to erect an altar 

when he journeyed to Sukkot. He merely built a house for himself and made booths for his cattle.  

 On the other hand, when he arrived in Shalem (in undiminished completeness) at the city of 

Shechem and which Rashi defines as meaning “whole in his body, for he was healed from his 

limping,” he immediately built an altar and offered a sacrifice.     (Meshech Chochmah) 
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