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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 לקבר מתי מ לפני 

“To bury my dead from before me…” (23:8) 

 The word לפני, before me, has the connotation of responsibility, i.e., Avraham felt a 

personal responsibility to secure the proper burial place for Sarah. However, he felt an additional 

responsibility, too, because he knew that not only, he and Sarah, but also Yitzchak, Yaakov and their 

wives would be buried in the cave. The last person to be interred there would be Yaakov who would 

die and be buried in Me’arat HaMachpela 170 years later. The numerical value of לפני, the word 

that implied this sense of responsibility, is 170.      (Kol Dodi - Rabbi Dovid Feinstein z”l) 

 ויקם ש ד ה עפרון  אשר במכפלה...לאבר הם למקנ ה לעיני בני חת...ויקם השדה...מאת בני חת 

“And Ephron’s field which was in Machpela…was confirmed as Avraham’s as a purchase in the 
view of the children of Bnei Chet…thus the field with its cave was confirmed as Avraham’s as an 
estate for a burial site from the children of Chet…” (23:17-20) 

 Isn’t the conclusion of this passage repetitive? Furthermore, why the change from “in the 

eyes of Hittites” to “from the Hittites”? 

 According to Rav Hai Gaon, as quoted in the Vilna Gaon’s commentary on Choshen Mishpat 

(194), if a Jew buys a filed from a non-Jew, his payment removes it from the non-Jew’s possession, 

but the land only becomes the Jew’s when he performs a chazakah (act of acquisition) or signs a 

contract. Thus, when Avraham paid Ephron, the field transferred to him only “in the eyes of 

Hittites,” since by their law, money sufficed to conclude a deal. When Avraham buried Sarah there, 

however, creating a chazakah, the Torah confirms that the field had then transferred to him “from 

the Hittites”!           (Meshech Chochmah) 

 וה' ברך את  אבר הם בכל 

“And Hashem blessed Avraham with everything…” (24:1) 

 The word בכל can be translated “because of the letters כל.” These are the letters of the 

word לך, go, which indicates that Avraham was blessed because of the two times that Hashem 

commanded him to “go.” The first was when he was commanded to go form his homeland and the 

second was when he was commanded to go to Har HaMoriah, where he expected to sacrifice 

Yitzchak. These two commands were the first and last of Avraham’s ten tests (according to the 

reckoning of the Rambam). Thus, the verse hints that Avraham earned his blessings by being equal 

to the tests that Hashem put before him.        (Kol Dod – Rabbi Dovid Feinstein z”l) 



 

 ותלד שרה אשת אדנ י בן  לאדני אחרי זקנתה ...וישבעני אדני לאמר לא תקח אש ה  לבני מבנות  הכנעני

 “And Sarah bore my master a son after reaching her old age…and my master made me swear, 
saying, ‘Do not take a wife for my son from the Canaanite women…” (24:36-37) 

 QUESTION: Why did Eliezer mention that Sarah had borne Yitzchak in her old age, when 

mentioning Avraham’s instruction as to where to find a wife from? 

 ANSWER: Had Eliezer simply told Rivkah’s family that Yitzchak was wealthy, brilliant, holy, 

and from an illustrious family, but that he lived many miles away and they must send their daughter 

to him now, sight unseen, they would have wondered, “if he is so marvelous, why did Eliezer travel 

so far for a match and why must we agree immediately? Obviously, the rumor that reached us years 

ago must be true: Yitzchak must be the son of Avimelech and Sarah!” 

 Thus, Eliezer stressed that Yitzchak was born to Sarah in her old age. Surely, G-d would not 

have performed such a miracle just to bring an illegitimate baby into the world! Then, as far for his 

traveling so far from home, Eliezer continued, “My master made me swear not to seek a wife from 

he accursed locals, but to go to his family, so you should be flattered.”  

 Parenthetically, Sarah is said to have borne Yitzchak “after her old age,” not “in her old 

age.” As quoted in Iturei Torah, this connects the unusual expression with the Midrash that Sarah’s 

youth was miraculously restored; hence, the birth occurred after she had aged!     (Peh Kadosh) 

 ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל בניו אל מערת  המכפל ה אל שד ה ע פרן בן צחר  החתי אשר על פני ממרא 

 “And his sons Yitzchak and Yishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron 
the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre.” (25:9) 

 Rashi infers from this verse that Yishmael repented, since he allowed Yitzchak to go ahead 

of him. How is the honor accorded Yitzchak by Yishmael an indication of repentance? 

 The Meshech Chochmah explains that Yishmael’s fundamental sin was the denial of 

Yitzchak’s birthright as a legitimate child of Avraham. The Midrash (Bereshit Rabbah 48:16) tells us 

that Yishmael had been present when the angles had promised Avraham and Sarah that a child 

would be born to them the following year. Therefore, when Yitzchak was born, Yishmael knew full 

well that this was the child promised by the angels, and yet, he chose to deny it. When the scoffers 

of the time mockingly claimed that Sarah had become pregnant from Avimelech, he joined their 

ranks. This was Yishmael’s sin: the denial that Yitzchak was the son of Avraham by the mistress of 

his household and that as such he took precedence over him, the son of Avraham by his concubine. 

Now when Yishmael allowed Yitzchak to precede him at Avraham’s funeral, he finally acknowledged 

Yitzchak’s birthright and superiority. This was his atonement and his repentance.  (Torah Anthology)          

This week’s publication is sponsored by the Zuckerman family in memory of Rabbi Dovid 

Feinstein z”l and Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”l, two giants of Torah who passed away this week. For future 

sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve Zuckerman at 516 652 5266 or 

email zkster@aol.com or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org. Sponsorships in memory of or in honor of 

someone are $50.00 per issue. 

mailto:zkster@aol.com
mailto:ilichter@gns.org

