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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers about 
the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi 
Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid 
Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, 
Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 וירא אליו ה' באלני ממרא...ישב פתח האהל...והנה שלשה אנשים נצבים עליו 

 “Hashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre…he was sitting at the entrance of the 
tent…and behold, three men were standing over him.” (18:1-2) 

 The gematria of the phrase  וירא אליו – “And He appeared to him” is 264, which is equivalent 

to that of the phrase  זה  בכבוד מילה נגלה אליו – it is in honor of the circumcision that He appeared to 

him.  

  The gematria of the phrase  וירא אליו ה' באלני - “Hashem appeared to him in the plains” is 

383, which is equivalent to that of the phrase לבקר בחולה – to visit the sick. 

 The gematria of the phrase ישב פתח האהל – “while he was sitting at the entrance of the 

tent” is 847, which is equivalent to that of the phrase  להכניס האורחים – to bring in the guests. 

 The gematria of the phrase והנה שלשה – “and behold, three” is 701, which is equivalent to 

that of the phrase אלו מיכאל גבריאל ורפאל, these are Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.  (Ba’al HaTurim) 

 וה' אמר המכסה אני מאברהם אשר אני עשה 

 “And G-d said, ‘Shall I hide from Avraham that which I intend to do.’” (18:17) 

 In a magnificent essay on Jewish responsibility, the Chasam Sofer derives an important 

principle from this verse.  

 Avraham’s level of prophecy did not justify his knowing everything G-d planned! But the 

only reason Avraham did not reach this lofty level is because he sacrificed so much of his time for 

others. His constant hachnasat orchim and preaching about G-d prevented him from pursuing 

personal spiritual growth. Dedicated to others, he sacrificed his own spiritual progress. Therefore, 

G-d said, “Shall I deny him prophecy because of his goodness? Two verses later, G-d explicitly 

acknowledges Avraham’s merit: “he will instruct his children and his household after him and they 

will observe the way of G-d.” Thus, G-d shared the information with him.  

 The Chasam Sofer continues at great length that everyone should share his time and 

knowledge with others, even at the expense of his own scholarship, for such was the example of 

Avraham Avinu.                       (Chasam Sofer) 

 כי ידעתיו  למען אשר יצוה את בניו ואת ביתו אחריו ושמרו דרך ה' 

 “(Avraham) will instruct his children and his household after him and they will observe the way 
of Hashem…” (18:19) 

 Although the phrase “after him” seems superfluous, careful analysis shows that it is 

perfectly in context: the ultimate test of a Torah-true upbringing is whether one’s children continue 



 

along the Torah path in their adult lives and imbue their children with the same values they 

received from their parents. If they do, it’s a sure sign that Jewish tradition was passed on to them 

lovingly rather than coercively.  

 In our verse, therefore, G-d pays Avraham the ultimate compliment: his teaching style 

guarantees that his progeny will follow in his footsteps not only while he is still alive – out of respect 

for him – but “after him” – long after his is gone, because they truly understand and accept his 

traditions.  

 Chassidic commentators link the word “yetzaveh” – translated as instruct with the word 

“tzavta” – meaning a close-knit group. Our verse would then mean not only that Avraham merely 

instructs his family but that he lovingly unites them with the unifying force of Torah.                         

                           (Haderash V’haiyun) 

 והאלקים נסה את אברהם 

 “And G-d tested Avraham.” (22:1) 

 QUESTION: What constitutes the greatness of Avraham? Throughout history, Jews were 

martyred for the sake of Hashem! 

 ANSWER: After years of childlessness, Avraham’s unequivocal reply to the challenging divine 

test was “Hineni” – Here I am, I am ready. As father and son ascend the mountain, we read the 

verse ויאמר יצחק אל אברהם אביו ויאמר הנני בני – “And Yitzchak spoke to Avraham his father and 

said, ‘My father’ and he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’”  

We can well imagine how engrossed Avraham was in his thoughts and meditations and how 

unwilling he was to be interrupted. Nevertheless, when his son called him, he abandoned his lofty 

activities and responded immediately, “Hineni b’ni.” The devoted first Jewish father and teacher 

realized that his child was his first priority.   

 Many have died “al kiddush Hashem,” sanctifying Hashem’s name, but unfortunately. Not 

many have had time for their children. Avraham passed his test with flying colors. Our challenge is 

to always be attuned to hear the call of our children and respond immediately “hineni.”        

                    (Vedebarta Bam) 

 אברהם | אברהם 

 “Avraham | Avraham.” (22:11) 

 Yaakov, Shmuel and Moshe were also addressed in this way, with their names repeated. In 

all cases, a psik (vertical stroke) separates the two names, except for Moshe (Shemot 3:4). The 

reason for this exception is that Moshe was summoned by G-d to rescue the Jews enslaved in Egypt. 

For this, there was not a single moment to spare, not even time for a pause in the call to Moshe.  
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