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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ונח מצא  חן בעיני ה' 

 “Noach found favor in the eyes of Hashem…” (6:8) 

 The name that Hashem used here is the name that represents midat harachamim. It was 

only through midat harachamim that Noach found favor in Hashem’s eyes, not midat hadin.   

                       (Alshich)  

 אל ה  תולדת נח נח   איש צדיק

 “These are the offspring of Noach, Noach was a righteous man…” (6:9) 

 Noach is referred to as a complete tzaddik. The name Noach means that his “noach 

l’makom v’noach l’briyot,” pleasing to Hashem and pleasing to people. How does one reach this 

level? When one follows the will of Hashem with noach, peace and tranquility.           (Od Yosef Chai) 

 את  האלקים  הת הלך נח 

 “Noach walked with G-d…” (6:9) 

 Why do we not consider ourselves the descendants of Noach? Why do our roots go back to 

Avraham and only the rest of world are referred to as Bnei Noach?  

 Noach was a just a righteous man, but he was not the typical Jewish tzaddik. He was a 

tzaddik for the people of the world as it states And Noach walked with Hashem, and not with the 

people. He did not worry about the environment, and the rest of mankind. Hashem commanded 

him to build an ark and he did so, nail by nail, board by board, for 120 just and pure years. It never 

occurred to him to try and annul the decree and save the world from extinction.  

 Avraham Avinu was different. Avraham and Sarah’s mission were to convert people, teach 

the world proper conduct, ethics and the existence of Hashem. When Hashem wanted to turn 

Sedom upside down, Avraham prayed and with his tefilot tried to save those wicked Sedomites.  

                       (Alshich) 

 ותשחת הארץ לפני האלקים ותמלא הארץ חמס

 “And the earth was corrupted before the L-rd, and the earth was filled with thievery.” (6:11) 

 Certainly, everything is “before the L-rd.” What was specific in the corruption of the land 

that the Torah emphasizes that it, in particular, was “before the L-rd”? 



 

 Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried explains that the corruption was only evident to G-d. As for the 

people, they thought theirs was an acceptable lifestyle. Thievery and adultery had become so 

prevalent that, even in their innermost consciousness, they did not sense the corruption of their 

actions. When matters reach such a state and sinners are convinced that theirs is a valid way of 

living, no amount of rebuke will be effective. For them, the only option was destruction.                     

                 (Parsha Anthology) 

 ויאמר ה' לנח בא...אל התבה 

“And G-d said to Noach, ‘Come into the ark.’” (7:1) 

 Metaphorically, our personal “arks” are our periods of Torah study and prayer. Just as 

Noach and his family were protected by the ark from the flood that raged outside of it, we can 

“enter” the worlds of Torah study and prayer in order to be protected from the “flood” of worldly 

concerns that threatens to inundate us.  

 It is particularly helpful to immerse ourselves in prayer first thing in the morning. When we 

confront the world anew each morning, it and everything in it can seem to exist self-sufficiently, as 

if no need of G-d. The morning prayers help us to recognize that the world could not exist on its 

own, and that its purpose is to be made into G-d’s natural home.  

 Beginning our day this way helps us to consciously avoid activities that do not further this 

goal, taking care instead to use every moment as an opportunity to fulfill it. Thus prepared, we can 

engage in worldly pursuits without fear that they will turn into “raging waters” that overwhelm us 

with anxiety, stress, and distractions.        (Likutei Sichot) 

 ויהי כל  הארץ שפ ה אחת ודברים אח דים  

 “The whole earth was one language and of unified words.” (11:1) 

 The Torah describes the entire generation of Dor Haflagah as being “of one language and of 

unified words.” The midrash says that the generation of the mabul was destroyed because of its 

lack of achdut. The Dor Haflagah was not punished as severely as was Dor Hamabul, because they 

had achdut. Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l explains that when a person is alone, separated from others, he 

is inherently vulnerable. When one is part of a group, he is protected on all sides.  

 “Rebbe says: How great is peace! Even is Yisrael serve idols, yet they maintain peace 

amongst themselves, Hashem says, ‘I am unable to extend judgment over them, since there is peace 

among them.” Hashem says He has no power over one who has attached himself to the tzibbur. If 

this is true even for one who attaches himself to a group of people who are not following the will of 

Hashem, then one who is part of a group fulfilling His will is certainly protected.                                        

            (Mishnat Rav Aharon) 
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