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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ולזבולן אמר שמח זבולן בצאתך ויששכר באהלך 

 “Abd to Zevulun he said: ‘Rejoice Zevulun when you go out and Yissachar in your tents.’” (33:18) 

 Rashi, quoting the Midrash, comments that the tribes of Zevulun and Yissachar made a 

partnership. Zevulun set sail on the seas and engaged in commerce, and with the profits he 

supported the tribe of Yissachar who engaged in Torah study. The Torah therefore mentions 

Zevulun first, for it was through his efforts that Yissachar was able to subsist. 

 Ohr HaChaim questions why Moshe told Zevulun that they should rejoice, given that success 

in the material world is considered meaningless, as Shlomo HaMelech points out in Kohelet. He 

explains that Moshe’s mention of rejoicing for Zevulun was not over financial success. Rather he 

shall rejoice in the knowledge that his efforts enable Yissachar to devote his life to Torah study.  

                 (Parsha Anthology) 

 Moshe Rabbeinu blessed Zevulun that they should go into commerce and support Yissachar 

who would study Torah. The Torah mentions Zevulun before Yissachar although he was younger, 

because it was Zevulun who enabled Yissachar to learn Torah. Chazal learn from this that when a 

wealthy man sustains scholars, enabling them to learn, he will the Shechinah.  

 Moshe Rabbeinu gave a long blessing to Zevulun and a short one to Yissachar, because the 

blessings of Yissachar are not only in this world; rather they are both in this world and the next. For 

this reason, the letter  ש appears twice in Yissachar’s name, indicating the two rewards )שכר( which 

he will receive in this world and the next.          (Torah Gems) 

 ומשה בן מאה ועשרים שנה במותם  

 “Moshe was hundred and twenty years old when he died.” (34:7) 

 We always read this parsha on Simchat Torah. Why do we rejoice so much during its reading 

when it speaks about the death of Moshe? 

 During the reign of Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria, the government decreed that every 

synagogue should have a picture of the emperor hanging in the hall in order to show its allegiance. 

The Jews once took down the picture in order to paint the hall. An anti-Semite who wanted to get 

the Jew sin trouble told the emperor that the Jews had taken down his picture. Franz Joseph himself 

came to the synagogue and angrily confronted the rabbi, asking why the picture was not hanging on 



 

the wall. The rabbi told him, “When you yourself are here in person, in all your honor and glory, it 

would be an insult to have a mere picture of you on the wall!” 

 So too, if we live our lives according to the Torah and follow the words of Moshe, it is as if 

he never had passed on and is still living among us. There is no need to feel sad on Simchat Torah; 

on the contrary, our greatest teacher and his holy teachings are still with us!      (Great Torah Lights) 

KOHELET 

 סוף דבר הכל נשמע את האלקים ירא ואת מצותיו שמור כי זה כל האדם 
 “Ultimately all is known; fear G-d and observe His commandments, for that is man’s whole 
duty.” (12:13) 

 QUESTION: Basically, Shlomo HaMelech’s message is that “the bottom line is to fear G-d and 

observe His commandments;” aren’t the words “hakol nishma” – “all is heard” – superfluous? 

 ANSWER: It is the duty of a rabbi, teacher, or parent to guide his congregants, students and 

children in the right path. To meet this end, such a person gives many lectures on various Torah 

matters, and especially issues in which he sees a need for improvement. The worst thing possible is 

for a rabbi, teacher, or parent to be a hypocrite. The listener loses respect for him and does not 

accept anything that he says, even when it happens to be correct and sincere.  

 Shlomo HaMelech is advising rabbis, teachers, and parents “Sof davar – the bottom line 

about your words – is that hakol nishma – everything you say (about Torah and Yiddishkeit) will be 

listened to, [providing] et ha’Elokim ira ve’et mitzvotav shemor – you, the preacher, practices fear of 

Hashem and observance of His mitzvot.”             (Pninei Avot) 

 
Rav Avraham Menachem Fischoff (Seivei Emes) would explain: 

“In Kohelet, Shlomo HaMelech so eloquently portrays the value of ‘lakol zeman va’eis tachas 

Hashamayim – Everything has its season, a time for everything under the heavens (3:1). But there is 

a mussar lesson to be learned as well. ‘Lakol – for everything that a person desires, zeman va’eis – 

one can find enough time, tachas Hashamayim – for worldly matters, i.e. for pleasure, relaxation, 

temptation. One channels all his energy into gashmiyus and matters of little importance, but when 

it comes to important issues, matters of spiritual purpose that actually count up in Heaven, 

suddenly he has no more time! 
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