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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 

Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 

Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 

Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 

Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

Ideas for Rosh Hashana  

 וגם את נח באהבה זכרת בהביאך את מי  המבול...מפני רוע מעללי הם  
“You also remembered Noach with love when You brought the waters of the flood…because of 

the wickedness of their deeds.” (Rosh Hashana Mussaf) 

 QUESTION: Why do we base our plea on Noach; can’t we find other Jewish tzaddikim? 

 ANSWER: Noach is referred to as a tzaddik bedorotav – righteous in his generation. Some 

explain that this means, in comparison to his contemporaries he was righteous, but had he lived in 

Avraham’s generation he would be naught (Bereshit 6:9, Rashi).  

 In our prayer we are saying, “You remembered Noach with love when You brought the 

flood.” Though, he too, should have drowned, You separated him because You took into 

consideration the “wickedness of their deeds” and when he is measured against them, he is a 

tzaddik. Likewise, measure us against the people of the world we live amongst, and regardless of 

how we may have failed You, in comparison to them we are tzaddikim and we are worthy to be 

lovingly remembered by You.                      (Siddur Dover Shalom) 

QUESTION: What is the significance of dipping the challah and the apple into honey? 

ANSWER: The challah and the apple are dipped in honey because the Hebrew word for 

honey is “devash” (דבש)  and its numerical value is 306, which is also the numerical value of “Av 

Harachaman” (אב הרחמן )  – “merciful Father.”                  (Bnei Yissachar) 

 כי קרוב אליך הדבר מאד בפיך ובלבבך לעשותו 
“The matter is very near to you, in your mouth and your heart to perform it…” (Devarim 30:14) 

 The words פה and לב, when spelled out (פ''ה, ה''י, למ''ד, בי''ת )  have the same gematria as 

 It is a hint to the power of teshuvah that the shofar contains. One must do teshuvah with .שופר

both his lips and his heart. The essential part of teshuvah is the teshuvah that is within the heart.    

              (Ben Ish Chai) 

 The Zohar HaKodesh says that anytime the verse says “vayehi hayom,” it refers to Rosh 

Hashana. What is the source of this explanation of the Zohar? On the day that Adam HaRishon was 

born – the first day of Tishrei – the sun did not set. Rosh Hashana wa sone long day, the first and 

second days of Tishrei. The language of “hayom” denotes “that” day, a reference to that special day 

which was thirty-six hours long – Rosh Hashana.            (Devarim Achadim) 



 

 The Zohar HaKodesh says that in shamayim there is a shofar called “Shofar Gadol.” Hashem 

will blow the shofar and gather Klal Yisrael from the four corners of the earth to redeem them from 

galut. When the Satan sees all of Klal Yisrael blowing the shofar on Rosh Hashana, he is overcome 

with fear. He worries that the blowing of the shofar in the world below will arouse the mercy of 

Hashem, Who will blow the “Shofar Gadol” to herald the final geulah.             (Binyahu) 

Rosh Hashana Torah Reading   

 וימל אברהם את יצחק בנו בן שמנת ימים  
 “Avraham circumcised his son Yitzchak at the age of eight days...” (Breishit 21:4) 

 QUESTION: At a brit it is customary for all present to proclaim: “Just as he is entered into the 
covenant, so may he enter into Torah, and into marriage and into good deeds.” Why do we 
associate these three things with the brit? 

ANSWER: The first mitzvah in which the child is involved is a brit. Due to his young age, his 

parents must take an active role in planning and preparing for the brit. When it comes to 

Yiddishkeit, many parents have a tendency to say, “When our child becomes older, he will make his 
own decisions.” Therefore, all present at the brit call to the attention of the parents: “Kesheim 

shenichnas labriti” – just as at the brit you were actively involved – “kein yikaneis leTorah ulechupa 

ulema’asim tovim” -  so too, when your son reaches the age of Torah study, marriage and good 

deeds, you should also be actively involved in all of his decisions.                          (Vedebarta Bam) 

 ותאמר לאברהם גרש האמה הזאת ואת בנה 
“She said to Avraham, ‘Drive away this maidservant together with her son’.” (Bereishit 21:10) 

 QUESTION: Hagar did nothing wrong; why did Sarah want her expelled also? 

 ANSWER: Sarah was a very great prophetess. In fact, her power of prophecy was even 

greater than Avraham’s (Rashi 21:12). She knew that when it would come time for Yishmael to 

marry, his mother would make all the decisions for him, as the Torah relates, “and his mother took 

a wife for him from the land of Egypt” (21:21).  

 Sarah felt that Yishmael was behaving badly because Hagar was not training him properly 

and not teaching him moral values. Therefore, wanting to force Hagar to take an interest in her 

child, she told Avraham to also expel the mother. Hopefully, she would learn her lesson and raise 

her son correctly. 

 A wise man once said. “Parents should be more concerned about the values they leave with 
their children than the valuables they leave with their children.        (Sha’ar Beit Rabim) 
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