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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers about 
the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi 

Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid 

Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, 

Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 יערף כמטר לקחי  
“My lesson shall drop like rain…” (32:2) 

 The Torah is likened to rain. Just like the beneficial effects of rain become manifest only long 

after it has fallen, the impact of the words of Torah is felt long after the message is heard. Moshe 

assures us that once these words have sunk in, we will feel the great influence they have on our life. 

              (Rabbi Bunim of Peshis’cha) 

 הלה' תגמלו זאת...הלא אביך קנך 
“Is this the way you repay Hashem…Is he not your Father, your Master?” (32:6) 

 One who goes astray should not be misled into assuming that he is harming only himself. He 

should realize that as a head of a household, he serves as a pacesetter, and his actions are 

perceived as the prime factor in determining a specific course to follow. “Shicheit lo”, if he thinks 
that his actions affect only himself, he is mistaken. “Banav mumam,” the blemish carries itself over 

to his children, for they learn his misdeeds. Even if he sends his children to the finest school, he 

must augment the school’s teachings by practicing what is being taught to his children. The mind of 

a child is very sensitive and cannot tolerate duplicity and insincerity.  

 The Torah continues, “Ha’La’Hashem tigmilu zot”, a man who expects his children to grow 
into G-d fearing Jews while he continues along his more lackadaisical path, should realize that he 

also has a Father. “Halo avicha kanech,” this same love and affection and great lofty expectations 

which he has for his child, his Father in heaven, has for him. The whole purpose in his creation was 

altruistic, so that He can reward you for following His precepts. One must contemplate his 

obligations as a parent and the awesome responsibilities which go with this position.                                    

                       (Peninim on the Torah) 

 ויבא משה וידבר...הוא והושע בן נון 
 “And Moshe came and spoke…he, and Hoshea, the son of Nun.” (32:44) 

 Ever since Moshe changed his name to Yehoshua, the Torah always refer to him as such, 

except for the present verse which calls him Hoshea. Why? 

 The verse, “and Moshe gave Hoshea, son of Nun, the name Yehoshua” (Bamidbar 13:16), is 

rendered by Targum Yonasan to mean “when Moshe observed his humility, he gave Hoshea the 

name Yehoshua.” In other words, because of Hoshea’s humility, Moshe added to Hoshea’s name a 

yud, the smallest letter in the aleph-bet, to proclaim his modesty to all the people.  



 

 However, on this occasion, when Moshe was about to hand over the reins of leadership to 

Yehoshua, Moshe called him by his proper name, Hoshea. For a man of authority must not display 

too much humility toward the nation.               (Meishiv Devarim) 

 ויאמר אלהם שימו לבבכם לכל דברים...אשר תצום את בניכם...כי לא דבר רק היא מכם כי הוא חייכם 
“He said to them, ‘Apply your hearts to all the words,’ with which you are to instruct your 
children, for it is not an empty thing from you.” (32:46) 

 For Moshe to remind his audience that it Is not an empty thing seems odd. However, Rabbi 

Eliezer David Greenwald explains that Moshe was addressing the great generation that had reached 

lofty spiritual heights after forty years in the desert. Surely, many of them must have felt that all 

these admonitions were unnecessary. Moshe says that he understands this feeling. However, the 

emphasis is for them to remember that they must pass these exhortations to their children after 

them. If they fail to raise the next generation with the same enthusiasm for Torah and mitzvot, the 

tradition will empty into nothingness. It is the guarantee for our eternal life, as Moshe states in this 

verse, and it is the key ingredient that has prolonged our existence throughout the centuries.     

 The Torah is a philosophy of life. Only when one sets one’s whole heart to it, can it be 

deeply understood and practiced. Rashi refers us to the words of Yechezkel, who describes the total 

commitment that needs to be given to the Torah: son of man, see with your eyes, hear with your 

ears and set your heart to all that I will show you (Yechezkel 40:4).  

 Besides the heart, eyes and ears, the mouth is also directly involved in the study of the 

Torah. Earlier (31:19), Hashem had stated  הם בפי ה שימ , put it (the words of Torah) in their mouths. 

The Talmud interprets this to mean that the Torah is to be acquired through mnemonics which 

assist in correctly remembering and reciting in every word (Eruvin 54b).  

 The Sifre has an important insight on this verse as well. It remarks that Moshe thanked the 

people in advance for observing the Torah after his departure. He reminded them that the 

transmission of the Torah to future generations was the key to their survival and the survival of his 

mission, and so it is for all Jewish history. Our children’s education is our guarantee to eternity.  

           (Keren L’Dovid) 

 וימת שם משה עבד  ה' באר ץ מואב על פי  ה' 
“Moshe, the servant of G-d, died there in the land of Moav by G-d’s command.” (V’zot HaBracha 

34:5) 

 The name רבינו משה  has the numerical value of 613, corresponding to the number of 

mitzvot. The Zohar speaks of Moshe’s passing at a level of Ra’ava de-Ra’avin (Will of Wills, the 

highest level of Divine favor). Moshe’s entire being was geared towards serving G-d and bringing 

Him pleasure and joy, which arouses Divine Favor. We, too, can attain a level of Divine Favor by 

performing the mitzvot, which correspond to Moshe.              (Likutei Halachot) 
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