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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 

Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 

Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 

Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 

Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 

Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 אל ה  הדברים אשר דבר מש ה אל כל יש ראל  
“These are the words that Moshe spoke to all of Israel…” (1:1) 

 Rav BenTzion Saks cleverly finds the great significance of Chumash Devarim in the verse in 

Hoshea (14:3),  ה'קחו עמכם דברים ושובו אל  – “Take with you words and return to G-d.” He explains: If 

a Jew seeks a good holy source to read from, that will direct him to a higher spiritual plane and to 

godliness. The book of Devarim is the best in our Tanach, for it is full of inspiring ethical teachings 

by the greatest prophet who ever lived.  

 He also points out that this Chumash begins with the words that Moshe speaks, but ends 

with “the mighty arm…that Moshe did.” This should always remind us that words alone do not 

suffice. Action speak louder than words. While Moshe was our great teacher, whose words are 

Torah, our ultimate goal is to apply the Torah to action in our daily life.          (Menachem Tzion) 

 אחד עשר יום מחרב 
“It is eleven days from Chorev…” (1:2) 

 Kli Yakar comments that the eleven days mentioned here allude to the eleven days that we 

mourn the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash: the nine days in the month of Av, the seventeenth of 

Tammuz and the tenth of Tevet.              (Parsha Anthology) 

 הואיל מש ה באר א ת  התור ה הזאת לאמר 
“Moshe began clarifying the Torah, saying…” (1:5) 

 Why did Moshe teach Bnei Yisrael the Torah in the seventy languages of the world? There 

were people who said that the Torah is only applicable in the desert. Once Bnei Yisrael would enter 

Eretz Yisrael, their land, they would no longer need the Torah; they would be able to create their 

own laws and regulations. Others said that the Torah is only necessary when Bnei Yisrael were living 

together in Eretz Yisrael. However, when Bnei Yisrael is dispersed among other nations, they can 

follow those nations’ laws. To counter those false nations, Moshe taught Bnei Yisrael the Torah in all 

of the seventy languages as they were preparing to establish themselves in Eretz Yisrael. This way it 

would be known that the Torah is unrelated to a specific place or time. Even when Klal Yisrael is 

dispersed throughout the world among nations of foreign tongue, the Torah is still relevant.                

                 (Ksav Sofer) 

 



 

 הבו לכם אנשים חכמים ונבנים וידעים לשבטיכם ואשימם בראשיכם 
“Choose for yourselves wise and understanding men…and I will make them heads over you.” 
(1:13) 

The terms for wisdom (chochmah) and understanding (binah) are not synonymous. As 

discussed numerous times in the Talmud, wisdom is knowledge acquired through studying, 

observing, and/or learning (and it is approximately equivalent to the term da’at), while 

understanding is the ability to use this knowledge for further expansion, applications, and 

development. This is why whenever these terms are mentioned together, wisdom always precedes 

understanding. One who has understanding is always presumed to have wisdom, but not 

necessarily vice versa.  

An exception to this is found with Yosef to whom Pharaoh said (Bereshit 41:39), “There is 
none as understanding and wise as you.” Since Yosef had the ability to understand the meaning of 

the symbols in the dream, this is a high level of understanding not based on studies or observations. 

His immediate advice to the king on how to act, of course, reflected exceptional wisdom.               

         (Rabbeinu Yochanan Luria, Meshivat Nefesh) 

 פנו לכם צפנ ה 
“Turn yourselves northward…” (2:3) 

When no progress is being made, when one is just marking time, the Divine advice is to turn 

northward. The word צפון – tzafon, north, also can be read  צפון – hidden, or stored away (Mishlei 

2:7). The advice, then, is to turn to that which has richness in reserve, which is greatly hidden (in 

mysticism) – the Torah. It keeps us from a sterile life of routine; it raises us above mere existence. 

Torah is the hidden realm is kept in store for us.              (Torah Treasures) 

 איכה ישבה בדד העיר רבתי עם 
“Alas, she sits in solitude, the city that was great with people…” (Megillat Eicha 1:1) 

The word “Eicha” literally means how; the verse is thus asking: How is it that the great city 

of Jerusalem has been reduced to sitting in solitude? But isn’t the answer to this question obvious: 
Jerusalem was destroyed as the result of the sins of its inhabitants. What is the megillah 

questioning? 

The megillah is not questioning why Jerusalem was destroyed; it is questioning how 

Jerusalem, a city that was filled with Torah and mitzvot, was able to sink to such a level of sin that it 

had to be destroyed. To this, the verse answers: “Ha’ir rabati am” – it was a city that was great with 

people, which can be read as, a city of great people, that is, its people considered themselves 

“great” and grew haughty.                 (Rabbi Yaakov Kaniefsky) 

In merit of our sincere observance of this time of mourning,                                                             

may we merit the fulfillment of our hopes and prayers for the rebuilding of Yerushalayim. 
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