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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 

Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 

Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 

Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 

by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 

Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 וידבר מש ה אל ראשי  המטות לבני ישראל לאמר  
“Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel saying…” (30:2) 

 Why does the verse refer to the heads of the tribes by  המטות ראשי ? Wouldn’t it have been 

more appropriate to refer to them as the י ישראלנשיא  – princes of Israel? Moshe is speaking to a 

group that will have the authority to compel the Jewish people to follow Hashem’s law. They will 

have the power to enforce judgments handed down from the beit din as well. Note that the verse 

states -  ל לאמר טות לבני ישראהמ אשי  ראל  perhaps this is what the verse is saying: Even though you 

will be the ones with the sticks  )מטות( – with the authority to compel the Jewish people - resorting 

to physical force is not the correct approach. Rather, speak to them, use words, use reason, use 

kindness – not raw authority.  

 Immediately following this verse, the Torah states: ככל  דברו חל יה'...לא יש כי ידר נדר לא
היעשצא מפיו היו  – “If a man takes a vow to Hashem…he shall not profane his word, according to 

whatever comes out of his mouth shall he do.” This marks the beginning of the section describing 

some of the laws of vows and oaths. As this verse comes immediately on the heels of the initial 

verse, the message seems to be quite clear – to speak! 

 Words have great power. In the form of a vow or oath, a few words can transform that 

which is permitted into that which is forbidden. The words of a kohen can transform that which is 

permitted into that which is forbidden. The words of a kohen can transform that which is tahor to 

that which is tamei. Therefore, at least as the first step – even when trying to enforce compliance 

with the law – use verbal persuasion. And spare the rod!       (Rabbi Nisson Alpert)  

 QUESTION: Moshe taught all the commandments first to the heads of the tribes and 

afterwards to the entire community (see Rashi). Why is this emphasized in connection with the laws 

of vows? 

 ANSWER: Often a candidate for office makes lavish promises. Moreover, when actually in 

office, he endeavors to impress his constituents that he will perform their every wish, yet when not 

actually facing them, he erases their concerns from his mind. Therefore, Moshe specifically warned 

the heads of tribes that their promises and pledges were to be treated seriously. A man shall not 

desecrate his word, but “whatever comes from his mouth shall he do.”                (Chasam Sofer) 



 

 אל ה  החקים אשר צו ה ה' את משה בין איש לאש תו בין אב לבתו בנ עריה בית אביה 
“These are the decrees that G-d commanded Moshe between a man and his wife, between a 

father and his daughter in her youth, in her father’s house.” (30:17) 

 The letters of the word בנעריה – in her youth, can be rearranged to spell ביה נער"  – meaning 

a maiden of 12 years. This teaches that vows of a maiden in her twelfth year are examined.              

                       (Ba’al HaTurim) 

 ויסעו ממתקה  ויחנו בחשמנ ה 
“And they journeyed from Mitkah and pitched in Chashmonah.” (33:29) 

 Our Sages comment: Chashmonah is the 25th of the 42 journeys of Bnei Yisrael in the desert. 

There is a hint here to the holiday of Chanukah, which is on the 25th day of Kislev and after which 

was declared after Matitiyahu the Chashmonite and his sons conquered the Greeks and with the 

help of Hashem claimed victory over their enemies and purified the Beit HaMikdash. Chazal add 

that in Parshat Breishit it is written: הי אוריאמר אלקים יו  – and Hashem said let there be light. The 

word יהי is numerically equal to 25 and the word אור is the 25th word in the Torah. This is another 

clue to the fact that Chanukah, where we light candles and place them on our windows and in our 

doorways, will always fall on the 25th day of the month of Kislev.       (Torah Gems) 

 ויצו מש ה את  בני ישראל על פי ה' 
“And Moshe commanded the children of Israel according to the word of Hashem…” (36:5) 

Parshat Massei concludes the Torah, since Sefer Devarim is considered Mishne Torah, a 

review of the Torah. Why is this parsha fitting to conclude the Torah when it has no bearing on that 

specific time? 

It is written: Not by bread alone must a man live out be the word of Hashem shall man live 

(Devarim 8:3). Bread as a euphemism for Torah is needed at all times and for every human being in 

order to survive. There is no alternative and no option. These are the 613 basic mitzvot and eternal 

foundation which remain the same forever. Hashem’s will is that man will understand and perceive 

what Hashem’s desire is at every instance, at every passing situation and during all changing 

circumstances.  

Accordingly, this parsha was written with the conclusion of the Torah, since it is a passing 

situation, to teach us that within the Torah lies clues and components relating to every time, every 

aspect and every circumstance. The words of the Torah are counsel for man, that he will 

understand and comprehend what Hashem’s will is for the moment, that he may delve into this 

aspiration.                    (Mei HaShiloach) 
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