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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 פינחס בן אלעזר בן  א הרן  הכהן  

“Pinchas the son of Elazar the son of Aharon HaKohen…” (25:11) 

 Why does the Torah list the lineage of Pinchas? The Torah is teaching us that when Pinchas 

took Hashem’s vengeance on Zimri, he left himself open to embarrassment and insults. However, 

none of this mattered to him; he acted for kvod shamayim even at his own expense. Elazar, the 

father of Pinchas, married the daughter of Yitro. Aharon was involved, at least on some level, with 

the creation of the Egel. Pinchas knew that people would mock him – “who are you to kill Zimri for 

taking a woman from Midian? Your father married the daughter of an idol worshipper, and she 

worshipped idols as well. Why are you so concerned with people worshipping avodah zarah; your 

own grandfather helped build the egel!” Nevertheless, Pinchas killed Zimri because he was acting 

only out of concern for kvod shamayim.                (Kli Yakar) 

 כן בנות צלפחד דברת 

“The daughters of Tzelophchad speak properly…” (27:7) 

 The daughters of Tzelophchad had a request: Their father, who was no longer alive, had 

been among those who left Egypt, and was thus entitled to receive a portion of Eretz Yisrael. 

However, Tzelophchad had no sons to inherit his portion, and now his daughters wished to know if 

daughters could inherit their father’s portion when there are no sons.  

 Our verse tells us that Hashem told Moshe, “the daughters of Tzelophchad speak properly.” 

We are taught that there are seven virtues found in a wise person. One of them is that he 

acknowledges the truth when it is presented to him. In our verse, Hashem demonstrated that 

virtue.                  (Avos DeRabbi Nassan 37:17; Teachings of the Talmud) 

 ויסמך את ידיו עליו ויצו הו 

“He leaned his hands upon him and commanded him…” (27:23) 

 Hashem told Moshe to appoint Yehoshua as his successor: Take to yourself Yehoshua son of 

Nun…and lean you “hand” (singular) upon him. Moshe was told to lean only one hand on Yehoshua, 

yet, our verse says, He leaned his “hands” upon him, indicating that Moshe leaned with both hands, 

in order to transfer the full measure of his spirit onto his disciple.  

 Moshe’s generosity toward Yehoshua demonstrates that a person is never jealous of his 

own student’s success.           (Sanhedrin 105b; Teachings of the Talmud) 



 

 ובחדש השביעי באחד לחדש...יום תרועה יהיה לכם 

“On the first day of the seventh month…it shall be a day of blowing the shofar.” (29:1) 

Chazal noted that while here the Torah clearly called for the blast of a shofar, the 

expression in Parshat Emor is lightly obscure. There (Vayikra 23:24) it speaks of a “memorial” of the 

shofar blasts. Tractate Rosh Hashana (16a) uses this as a hint of the fact that in the future there 

would come a time when the rabbis would omit the shofar of the first day when the holiday starts 

on Shabbat, and it would only be “a memorial” until the next day. R’ Yaakov Reinitz asked an 

excellent question. Shouldn’t the first reference in the Torah to the shofar speak of using it, and the 

second one could have been recorded with the hint to future events? This is especially logical since 

in most years it does not begin on Shabbat! 

However, the Magen Avraham, in Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim, 494) quotes from the 

ancient volume, Seder Olam, that the exodus from Egypt began on a Thursday. Based on the 

calendar, that year’s Rosh Hashana was (one day only) on Shabbat. Hence the Torah recorded this 

hint to the future immediately (although this Rabbinic enactment did not apply then).  

After recording this response from a volume called Likutei Chayim, R’ Yaakov Reinitz offers 

his own, excellent solution. Since Parshat Pinchas deals with the sacrifices brought in the Temple, 

where blowing the shofar on Shabbat was never omitted, it would have been inappropriate to 

record the hint of a possible omission there! [Interesting, two answers complement one another.] 

                  (Great Torah Lights) 

 ביום השמיני ע צרת תהי ה לכם כל מלאכת עבודה לא תעשו
“On the eight day you shall hold a solemn gathering; you shall not perform any work.” (29:35) 

 Note that the festival of Sukkot ends with an eighth day of Atzeret, assembly (Shmini 

Atzeret), which the Torah designates  לכם, for you (29:35). The last day of Pesach is also called 

Atzeret (Devarim 16:8) but there it is designated ה'ל , for Hashem.  

 To understand the difference, we need to recognize that the entire world symbolizes 

Hashem’s celebration with all of the nations of the world. Thus, the last day of Pesach is the last day 

of Israel’s ongoing joy with Hashem whereas the day of Shemini Atzeret is a supplementary day 

which Hashem has designated  לכם, for you, a symbolic exclusive celebration with Israel.      (Seforno)  
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