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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 

Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 שלח  לך אנשים  ויתרו את ארץ כנען אשר אני נתן לבני ישראל  

“Send for yourself men who will spy out the land of Canaan which I give to the children of 
Israel…” (13:2) 

 The sin of Bnei Yisrael was that they sent spies. They should have followed the cloud which 

led them, for they had already witnessed the many wonders and miracles that Hashem performed 

for them. Moshe Rabbeinu accepted their words since he was afraid to speak out against them. He 

asked Hashem who answers: Send for yourself – I do not tell you to send spies but if you want to, 

you can.               (Even Shoav) 

 If Bnei Yisrael would have entered Eretz Yisrael immediately, Moshe Rabbeinu would have 

had to die since he was not permitted to enter the land. But now the spies caused the people to sin 

and as a result they were destined to wander in the wilderness for forty years…forty years added to 

Moshe’s life. Thus, the meaning of the words Send for yourself, means for your own benefit.   

                  (Rabeinu Bechaye) 

 איש אחד למט ה אבתיו תשלחו כל נשיא בהם...ראשי בני ישראל  המה 

“One man each from his father’s tribe shall you send, every one a leader among them…heads of 
the children of Israel were they…” (13:2-3) 

 QUESTION: In each of the three preceding parshiot there is a listing of the leaders of tribes, 

with the same people mentioned each time. Why, in this parsha, is an entirely new slate of leaders 

mentioned? 

 ANSWER: These people were not the actual nesi’im – leaders of the tribes. Spying out the 

land was a difficult and dangerous undertaking requiring tenacity and courage. Therefore, Hashem 

instructed Moshe to seek volunteers for the mission and from among these he was to select the 

ones he deemed most suitable. The spies, then, were the select of the volunteers.  

 The word nasi derives from the root word nasa, which means raised or elevated. Thus, the 

phrase הם נשיא ב ל כ  means that the heart of each one elevated him to volunteer to participate in 

the expedition.                  (Rashbam) 

 



 

 ויין לנסך רביעית  ההין תעש ה 

“And wine for a libation offering – a fourth part of a hin you shall prepare…” (15:5) 

 In Ta’ama D’Kra, Rabbi Chaim Kaniefsky aks why is the parsha about the wine offerings 

adjacent to the parsha about the spies? 

 Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah says (on verse 4:13), “From where did the nation get wine for 

the libation offering all forty years in the desert? From the cluster of grapes that the spies brought 

back from the Land of Israel.” Therefore, as Rabbi Akiva says (Kiddushin 37a), wine was brought as a 

libation in the desert. The parsha of the wine offerings is next to the parsha about the spies 

because the mission of the spies supplied the wine.            (Parsha Anthology) 

 The Torah Ohr says: “Come and see what great power lies in evil! Just ten men succeeded in 

turning hundreds of thousands of their brethren away from Hashem! Ten individuals caused an 

entire nation to be blinded to the Torah perspective, though just beforehand, they had all 

personally experienced the many miracles of the Exodus, the giving of the Torah and the mon! Our 

Sages say that the spies had a personal bias, for they were afraid of losing their honored position as 

princes of the tribes, and this is what caused them to act as they did. It was only a subconscious bias 

– a very fine one, and they probably did not even perceive it in themselves. But still, one self-serving 

perversion – ever so slight – had the power to destroy an entire generation.  

 Rav Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt”l would say: “Moshe gave the spies a sign: If the land’s 

inhabitants dwell in open cities, it means they are strong and rely on their strength for protection. If 

they live in walled cities, they are weak. Some Jews believe in withdrawing from society and having 

no dealings with the outside world. Others do the opposite, attempting to be positive influences on 

their surroundings. To outward appearances, the first group, in their fortress of Torah and mitzvot, 

appears to be stronger, but maybe this is not so. Perhaps such withdrawal is a sign that a person is 

unsure of his spiritual strength.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve Zuckerman 

at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org. Sponsorships in memory 
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