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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 

Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 

Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 

Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 

Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 

Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ושבתה הארץ שבת לה' 
“The land shall observe a Shabbat rest for G-d.” (25:2) 

 QUESTION: The word “Shabbat” is superfluous. It could have said “Veshabta ha’aretz 
laHashem” – “The land shall observe a rest for Hashem”? 

 ANSWER: The solar calendar contains approximately 365 days, which equal 52 weeks plus 

one day. Since in every period of seven days there is a Shabbat, during the entire year there are at 

least 52 Shabbatot with one extra Shabbat every seven years. When the farmer uses his land, in 

reality it is working continuously every day of the week and not resting on Shabbat. In a period of 

six years the land works a total 312 Shabbatot.                  

 Therefore, the Torah designates the seventh year as shmittah, so that the 312 days plus the 

52 Shabbat days of the seventh year, and the one additional Shabbat which accumulated over the 

seven-year period, the land will rest totally and observe Shabbat to Hashem for 365 days.           

                       (Mateh Moshe) 

 וספרת לך שבע שבתות שנים שבע שנים שבע פעמים 
“You shall count for yourself seven shabbosos of years, seven years seven times.” (25:8) 

 What does the verse mean that you should count for “yourself”? By occupying ourselves 
with Torah and ruchniyus (spirituality), we make the years ours. However, if we waste our time on 

frivolous matters, we will not have anything to show for our years. Instead of counting days, we 

need to make the days count.                     (Kli Yakar)             

 ואת מצותי תשמרו 
“And observe My ordinances…” (26:3) 

 In his commentary to v. 18:4, Ramban discusses the categories of observant Jews to which 

blessings are directed. Those who perform mitzvot intending to gain reward can expect to receive 

the blessings that this world has to offer. Those who perform mitzvot out of fear for their lot in the 

World to Come can expect to find peace and tranquility there. However, those who do the mitzvot 

out of love deserve the many blessings listed in this chapter and will receive the best of both this 

world and the World to Come. And yet above these three categories are people of the stature of 

Eliyahu and Chanoch, who despised all material concerns and will love forever in body and spirit.  

              (Torah Gems) 



 

 והשמתי לכם מן  האר ץ  
“I will make the land desolate…” (26:32) 

 This actually provides a benefit since it means that Israel’s enemies will find no pleasure in 

your land, which will be desolate of its inhabitants (Rashi). This verse can then be translated: I will 

make your land so desolate that after settling there, your enemies will be unhappy there and will 

abandon it. This is also a prediction for the future of the Land of Israel, which will remain hostile to 

its conquerors as long as the Jewish people are not living there.              (Kol Dodi) 

 וזכרתי  את בריתי יעקוב                 
 “I will remember My covenant with Jacob…” (26:42) 

 Although the memory of the ancestors is generally evoked for the benefit of their 

descendants, the Shelah HaKodesh observes that here, recalling the ancestors is, in itself, part of 

the reprimands because it is a dishonor for their descendants to behave in a disloyal manner.  

 The name קוביע  is written in its full form, with a vav. Rashi comments that this form appears 

five times, whereas the name of the prophet Eliyahu, appears five times without the normal vav as 

its final letter – as  .ה אלי  This symbolizes that Yaakov kept one of the letters of Eliyahu as a pledge to 

insure that he would proclaim the deliverance of his children. Why five times? The Zohar connects 

this to the promise that Eliyahu will appear in the sixth millennium.            (Kol Dodi) 

 איש כי יפלא נדר בערכ ך נפשת לה' 

 “When a man shall clearly utter a vow regarding Your valuation of persons to Hashem…” (27:2) 

 With this verse, the Torah begins teaching us the law of endowments – erchin. This is the 

endowment value of a man or animal. Why does the Torah juxtapose the laws of endowments to 

the Tochachah – list of curses? 

 The Chozeh of Lublin explains: The two chapters are placed next to each other because 

when a Jew reads the verses of the many curses, he might descend into a deep depression, thinking 

he has no place on this earth. The Torah places the laws of endowments and values right after the 

curses to emphasize that every person has his worth and he must never descend to the depths of 

depression and despair.                 (Torah Treasures) 
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