
It is a moment of the very 
highest drama. The 
Israelites, a mere forty 
days after the greatest 
revelation in history, have 
made an idol: a Golden 
Calf. God threatens to 
destroy them. Moses, 
exemplifying to the fullest 
degree the character of 
Israel as one who “wrestles 
with God and man,” 
confronts both in turn. To 
God, he prays for mercy 
for the people. Coming 
down the mountain and 
facing Israel, he smashes 
the tablets, symbol of the 
covenant. He grinds the 
calf to dust, mixes it with 
water, and makes the 
Israelites drink it. He 
commands the Levites to 
punish the wrongdoers. 
Then he re-ascends the 
mountain in a prolonged 
attempt to repair the 
shattered relationship 
between God and the 
people. 

God accepts his request 
and tells Moses to carve 
two new tablets of stone. 
At this point, however, 
Moses makes a strange 
appeal: And Moses hurried 
and knelt to the ground 
and bowed, and he said, 
“If I have found favor in 
Your eyes, my Lord, may 
my Lord go among us, 
because [ki] it is a stiff-
necked people, and forgive 
our wickedness and our 
sin, and take us as Your 

inheritance.” (Ex. 34:8–9) The 
difficulty in the verse is self-
evident. Moses cites as a reason 
for God remaining with the 
Israelites the very attribute that 
God had previously given for 
wishing to abandon them: “I 
have seen these people,” the 
Lord said to Moses, “and they 
are a stiff-necked people. Now 
leave Me alone so that My anger 
may burn against them and that 
I may destroy them. Then I will 
make you into a great 
nation.” (Ex. 32:9) 

How can Moses invoke the 
people’s obstinacy as the very 
reason for God to maintain His 
presence among them? What is 
the meaning of Moses’ “because” 
– “may my Lord go among us, 
because it is a stiff- necked 
people”? The commentators offer 
a variety of interpretations. Rashi 
reads the word ki as “if” – “If 
they are stiff-necked, then 
forgive them.” Ibn Ezra and 
Chizkuni read it as “although” or 
“despite the fact that” (af al pi). 
Alternatively, suggests Ibn Ezra, 
the verse might be read, “[I 
admit that] it is a stiff-necked 
people – therefore forgive our 
wickedness and our sin, and take 
us as Your inheritance.” These 
are straightforward readings, 
though they assign to the word 
ki a meaning it does not normally 
have. 

There is, however, another and 
far more striking line of 
interpretation that can be traced 
across the centuries. In the 
twentieth century it was given 
expression by Rabbi Yitzchak 
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Nissenbaum. The argument 
he attributed to Moses was 
this: Almighty God, look upon 
this people with favor, 
because what is now their 
greatest vice will one day be 
their most heroic virtue. They 
are indeed an obstinate 
people…But just as now they 
are stiff- necked in their 
disobedience, so one day they 
will be equally stiff-necked in 
their loyalty. Nations will call 
on them to assimilate, but 
they will refuse. Mightier 
religions will urge them to 
convert, but they will resist. 
They will suffer humiliation, 
persecution, even torture and 
death because of the name 
they bear and the faith they 
profess, but they will stay 
true to the covenant their 
ancestors made with You. 
They will go to their deaths 
saying Ani ma’amin, “I 
believe.” This is a people 
awesome in its obstinacy – 
and though now it is their 
failing, there will be times far 
into the future when it will be 
their noblest strength. The 
fact that Rabbi Nissenbaum 
lived and died in the Warsaw 
ghetto gives added poignancy 
to his words. 

Many centuries earlier, a 
Midrash made essentially the 
same point: There are three 
things which are undaunted: 
the dog among beasts, the 
rooster among birds, and 
Israel among the nations. R. 
Isaac ben Redifa said in the 
name of R. Ami: You might 
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think that this is a negative attribute, but in fact it is 
praiseworthy, for it means: “Either be a Jew or prepare to be 
hanged.” Jews were stiff-necked, says Rabbi Ami, in the sense 
that they were ready to die for their faith. As Gersonides 
(Ralbag) explained in the fourteenth century, a stubborn people 
may be slow to acquire a faith, but once they have done so 
they never relinquish it. 

We catch a glimpse of this extraordinary obstinacy in an 
episode narrated by Josephus, one of the first recorded 
incidents of mass non-violent civil disobedience. It took place 
during the reign of the Roman emperor Caligula (37–41 CE). He 
had proposed placing a statue of himself in the precincts of the 
Temple in Jerusalem and had sent the military leader Petronius 
to carry out the task, if necessary, by force. This is how 
Josephus describes the encounter between Petronius and the 
Jewish population at Ptolemais (Acre): There came ten 
thousand Jews to Petronius at Ptolemais to offer their petitions 
to him that he would not compel them to violate the law of 
their forefathers. “But if,” they said, “you are wholly resolved to 
bring the statue and install it, then you must first kill us, and 
then do what you have resolved on. For while we are alive, we 
cannot permit such things as are forbidden by our law…” 

Then Petronius came to them (at Tiberius): “Will you then 
make war with Caesar, regardless of his great preparations for 
war and your own weakness?” They replied, “We will not by any 
means make war with Caesar, but we will die before we see our 
laws transgressed.” Then they threw themselves down on their 
faces and stretched out their throats and said that they were 
ready to be slain…Thus they continued firm in their resolution 
and proposed themselves to die willingly rather than see the 
statue dedicated.” Faced with such heroic defiance on so large 
a scale, Petronius gave way and wrote to Caligula urging him, 
in Josephus’ words, “not to drive so many ten thousand of 
these men to distraction; that if he were to slay these men, he 
would be publicly cursed for all future ages.” 

Nor was this a unique episode. The rabbinic literature, together 
with the chronicles of the Middle Ages, are full of stories of 
martyrdom, of Jews willing to die rather than convert. Indeed, 
the very concept of Kiddush Hashem, sanctification of God’s 
name, came to be associated in the halachic literature with the 
willingness “to die rather than transgress.” The rabbinic 
conclave at Lod (Lydda) in the second century CE, which laid 
down the laws of martyrdom (including the three sins about 
which it was said that “one must die rather than transgress”) 
may have been an attempt to limit, rather than encourage, the 
phenomenon. Of these many episodes, one stands out for its 
theological audacity.  

It was recorded by the Jewish historian Shlomo ibn Verga 
(fifteenth to sixteenth centuries) and concerns the Spanish 
expulsion: One of the boats was infested with the plague, and 
the captain of the boat put the passengers ashore at some 
uninhabited place…There was one Jew among them who    
struggled on afoot together with his wife and two children. The 
wife grew faint and died… The husband carried his children 
along until both he and they fainted from hunger. When he 
regained consciousness, he found that his two children had 
died. In great grief he rose to his feet and said: “O Lord of all 
the universe, You are doing a great deal that I might even 
desert my faith. But know You of a certainty that – even 
against the will of heaven – a Jew I am and a Jew I shall                  
remain. And neither that which You have brought upon me nor 
that which You may yet bring upon me will be of any avail.” 

One is awestruck by such faith – such obstinate faith. Almost 
certainly it was this idea that lies behind a famous Talmudic 
passage about the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai: And 
they stood under the mountain: R. Avdimi b. Chama b. Chasa 
said: This teaches that the Holy One blessed be He, overturned 
the mountain above them like a barrel and said, “If you accept 
the Torah, it will be well. If not, this will be your burial place.” 
Said Rava, Even so, they re-accepted the Torah in the days of 
Ahasuerus, for it is written, “the Jews confirmed and took upon 
them”, meaning, “they confirmed what they had accepted  
before.” 

The meaning of this strange text seems to be this: at Sinai the 
Jewish people had no choice but to accept the covenant. They 
had just been rescued from Egypt. God had divided the sea for 
them; He had sent them manna from heaven and water from 
the rock. Acceptance of a covenant under such conditions             
cannot be called free. The real test of faith came when God 
was hidden. Rava’s quotation from the Book of Esther is               
pointed and precise. Megillat Esther does not contain the name 
of God. The rabbis suggested that the name Esther is an              
allusion to the phrase haster astir et panai, “I will surely hide 
My face.” The book relates the first warrant for genocide 
against the Jewish people. That Jews remained Jews under 
such conditions was proof positive that they did indeed              
reaffirm the covenant. Obstinate in their disbelief during much 
of the biblical era, they became obstinate in their belief ever 
afterwards. Faced with God’s presence, they disobeyed Him. 
Confronted with His absence, they stayed faithful to Him. That 
is the paradox of the stiff-necked people. 

Not by accident does the main narrative of the Book of Esther 
begin with the words “And Mordechai would not bow down”  
(Esther 3:1). His refusal to make obeisance to Haman sets the 
story in motion. Mordechai too is obstinate – for there is one 
thing that is hard to do if you have a stiff neck, namely, bow 
down. At times, Jews found it hard to bow down to God – but 
they were certainly never willing to bow down to anything less. 
That is why, alone of all the many peoples who have entered 
the arena of history, Jews – even in exile, dispersed, and               
everywhere a minority – neither assimilated to the dominant 
culture nor converted to the majority faith. “Forgive them        
because they are a stiff-necked people,” said Moses, because 
the time will come when that stubbornness will be not a tragic 
failing but a noble and defiant loyalty. And so it came to be. 



 

PURIM SCHEDULE 2020 



 

LAWS OF PURIM 

THE FAST OF ESTHER 

Each year on the day before Purim we observe the Fast of Esther. The fast commemorates the fact that it was 
the 13th day of Adar, the day before the battles against Haman and his supporters, and that the Jews fasted 
and prayed for success. The fast begins this year at 5:54 am and concludes at 7:29 pm.  
  

THE HALF SHEKEL 

 Beginning with mincha on Taanit Esther (and through Purim morning) it is customary to give charitable                        
contributions as a symbolic remembrance of the money that was collected from each Jew for the Beit                             
HaMikdash. That money is given in the form of a half dollar in commemoration of the half shekel collected                    
during Temple times. Since the word “terumah” is mentioned three times in connection with this donation, our 
minhag is to give three half dollars. These coins will be available for you, to be exchanged for a contribution of 
an amount that you feel appropriate. The money which we will collect will be distributed to worthy causes. 
  

THE MITZVOT OF PURIM 

1.  The Reading of the Megilah 

 The Megilah, which describes the Purim story, is read twice on Purim. The first reading occurs at night after the 
stars are visible and the second reading during the day. It is obligatory upon all men and women above Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah age to hear the reading of the Megilah both of these times. Accordingly, there are several readings 
in order to accommodate everyone. It is our custom that one person serves as the reader of the Megilah and all 
others in the congregation fulfill their obligation through him. Therefore it is essential for each and every word 
of the Megilah to be properly heard by those listening to the reading. It is for that reason that idle conversation 
is not permitted during the reading of the Megilah and an atmosphere of quiet attentiveness is encouraged. The 
reading of the Megilah at night is preceded by three blessings. Both the reader and the congregation stand for 
the recitation of those blessings. However, the congregation is seated for the actual reading of the Megilah. 
These same blessings are recited before the reading of the Megilah during the day. When listening to the third 
blessing during the day, the blessing of shehechiyanu, we keep in mind that the blessing should apply to the 
other commandments appropriate for the day of Purim as well. Although the custom is to bang and make noise 
during the time when Haman's name is read, the commotion should be restrained so that everyone has a 
chance to hear every word of the Megilah. 
  

2.  The sending of Gifts - Mishloach Manot 
During the day of Purim, each and every Jew is obligated to send to at least one friend two varieties of food 
needing no further preparation. There are many who practice this custom through the use of a messenger who 
delivers their packages and thus meticulously fulfill the mitzvah of "sending" rather than just giving. The                   
sending of such packages is a wonderful way in which to celebrate the happiness and joy of Purim together with 
others in the community. Although a mourner is obligated to send these packages in fulfillment of the mitzvah, 
it is inappropriate to send to a mourner. The package may be sent to other members of the mourner's family 
though. 
  

3.  Gifts to the Poor - Matanot La Evyonim 

 On Purim day each and every Jew is obligated to give a charitable contribution to at least two poor people. 
Such contributions should be in accordance with our ability to give. If there are no poor people available on Pu-
rim day, the money should be set aside and specifically designated to be given to poor people as soon as possi-
ble. Our Synagogue participates in a campaign on Purim Day with several organizations that distribute money 
to the poor in Israel. You can fulfill the mitzvah of Matanot LaEvyonim through the Jack Hershkowitz Emergency 
Fund on Purim day. 
  

4.  The Purim Meal - Seudat Purim 

Customarily begun before sundown and continuing into the night following Purim there is an obligation to           
partake in a festive meal.  Perhaps the best known component of this obligation is to celebrate the holiday until 
the point is reached when one can no longer distinguish between "Blessed is Mordechai" and "Cursed is                         
Haman".  If however this state of slight intoxication will lead to a neglecting of commandments and                                         
inappropriate behavior than one should certainly restrain oneself in that manner of celebration. Al HaNisim is 
included in Birkat HamaZon. It goes without saying that the obligation of personal safety overrides all else and 
therefore it is prohibited to drink in honor of Purim if one will be driving afterwards. 
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EIRUV ANNOUNCEMENT 

Below is a list of individuals & families who have contributed to the 2020 Eiruv Annual Appeal as of 3/9/20                                                                                                       
The recommended donation is $200 per family. To have your name added to the list, please mail a check to:                                                                                                     

GN Eiruv Association, POB 234243, Great Neck, NY 11023 or online at www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate                                                                                                
Thank you! 
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LISA & STURAT APPEL 
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LISA & MICHAEL ARYEH 

GAYLE & STEWART ASHKENAZY 

RONA & REUBEN ASKOWITZ 

ZEHAVA & MICHAEL ATLAS 

DEBRA & SIMON AUERBACHER 

NAZ & YAAKOV AZIZ 

AVIGAYIL & DAVID BAKST 

TERRI BARR & MOSHE ALBAUM 

VITA BARTH 

BATYA & RABBI SIMON BASALELY 

HELENE & LLOYD BAYME 

LIORA BEN-SOREK 

ZELDA & SOLOMON BERGER 

ADA & DOV BERKOWITZ 

CAROL & CHARLES BERLIN 

MICHELLE & PHILIP BERMAN 

HOLLY BERNS & DAVID HOENIG 

NORMA BILBOOL & JOSH WINDSOR 

MILDRED & SAMUEL BLOCK 

ROBYN & STEVEN BLUMNER 

VIVIANE & ARNOLD BREITBART 

DRORA & PAUL BRODY 

CAROL BUCKMAN 

LINDA & MARK BUNIM 

LYNNE BURSKY & NISSIM TAMMAM 

LILLY & GARY CHUBAK 

GAIL & BURTON COHEN 

NAOMI & ADAM COHEN 

JOYCE & STANLEY DACHER 

LAURA & SCOTT DANOFF 

NICOLE & MORDECAI DICKER 

MELISSA & DAVID EILENBERG 

MIRIAM & GILAD ELLENBERG 

ELLY & SUSAN ENGELSTEIN 

MARC EPSTEIN 

FRAN & STUART FEINTUCH 

PEARL FIELD 

JACQUELINE & STANLEY FISCHER 

SYLVIA & NORMAN FISHER 

HANNAH FLAMMENBAUM & CHARLES SEGAL 

KATHY & ARNIE FLATOW 

JOE & CORINNE FRANCO 

JOYCE & MICHAEL FRANK 

MARILYN & JEFFREY FREEDMAN 

MERYL & MARK FRIEDMAN 

SUSAN & JAMES FRISCH 

SHANA FRYDMAN & MARC WILKENFELD 

DEBBIE & THOMAS FURST 

MARISA & ANDREW GADLIN 

OLGA & MATTHEW GARTENHAUS 

ROBYN & MARK GELBERG 

ADINA & JOSHUA GELLER 

ALANA & ADAM GELNICK 

SHERRI & MARTIN GHODSI 
EILEEN & BARRY GINSBERG 

CINDY & CORY GOLD 

KATHY & JOSH GOLD 

SANDRA & MARK L GOLD 

DEBORAH & CHARLES GOLDBERG 

RACHEL & ISRAEL GOLDMAN 

RABBI ERIC GOLDSTEIN 

CAROLINE & MARTIN GOLDWYN 

SHARON GOLDWYN 

TARA & IRVING GOLOMBECK 

ELYSE & EDWARD GOODMAN 

RITA GORDONSON 

BETH & MARC GOTTLIEB 

AMY & MARTIN GRIFFEL                                                
DINA & NATHAN HAMERMAN                                   
ERICA & ELIOT HEISLER  
HENNIE & WILLIAM HELMREICH 

MINDY & CHARLES HERCMAN 

NETTI & ARI HERMAN 

RACHEL & JAMIE HIRSCH 

BEVERLY & FRANK HOCHEIMER 

ALISA & MICHAEL HOENIG 

LINDA & LLOYD HOFFMAN 

DEBORAH & ROBERT HOLLANDER 

LARRY HORN 

MARCIA & DANIEL HOROWITZ 

LAUREN & JOSEPH HYMAN 

ESTHER & JOSHUA ISHAL 

HELEN & HARVEY ISHOFSKY 

MALKA & RABBI SHMUEL ISMACH 

JESSICA & DAVID JACOB 

RONA JUTKOWITZ 

RONIT & DAVID KAHEN  
LESLIE KAHN 

LOUISE & LEONARD KAHN 

FRAN & DAVID KALISH 

DINA KALNICKI & STUART COHEN 

ROSALIE & DAVID KAMELHAR 

THELMA & EMILE KATTAN 

JAMIE & MICHAEL KATZ 

JENNY & ADAM KATZ 

JOAN & HENRY KATZ 

DANIELLA & JEFFREY KIRSHNER 

ZOE & JAY KLEAR 

DAHLIA & MARVIN KLEIN 

STACEY & JONATHAN KLEIN 

SYDELLE & ROBERT KNEPPER 

BEN KOPLIN  
EVELYN & OSCAR KRANZ 

HELENE & TEDDY KRAVITZ 

SURI & DAVID KUFELD 

LESLIE & MICHAEL KULE 

SARA LEIFER 

CELIA & JACK LEMONIK 

MARLA & MICAH LEMONIK 

CAROLE LERMAN & CHARLES LIBBY 

ABBY & RABBI YAACOV LERNER 

GABRIEL LEVENTHAL 

MINDY & MICHAEL LEVENTHAL 

FRIEDA LEWINTER 

JUDY LEWIS 

KATIE & RABBI IAN LICHTER 

CINDY & JEFFREY LIEBMANN 

JUDITH & RICHARD LILLIEN 

TAMARA & BEN JAMPEL 

TRUDY & DAVID JUSTIN 

HENRIETTE J LOUZON 

GERTRUDE LOUZOUN 

CINDY & GLENN LUDWIG 

HINDI & BEN LUNZER 

TINA MACHNIKOFF 

YAEL & RAPHAEL MAIDI 
SUSANNAH MALEN & NOAH LEIBOWITZ 

IRENE & PAUL MARCUS 

TOVA & JOSH MARMER 

KIMBERLY & JASON MAYER 

SUSAN MAYER 

SHARON & ED MAZUR 

KAREN & ALAN MAZUREK 

ROBERT & ANNIE MENDELSON 

NINA MINER 

RONA & MYLES MITTLEMAN 

RUTH & MILTON MITZNER 

MICHAEL MORADI 
ZARA & ELI MORADI GHADAMIAN 

SONIA & SIMON GHATAN 

ESTHER & STANLEY MORRIS 

TRICIA & MICHAEL MOSLIN 

NAIM FAMILY 

MEEKA & DAVID NATANOV 

MICHAL & BRIAN NATANOV 

ELLEN & MARK NEWMAN 

DINA & JONATHAN OHEBSHALOM 

JUDY & LANNY OPPENHEIM 

BRENDA & ED PARVER 

ELANA & DAVID PELCOVITZ 

HELENE & JOSHUA PEYSER 

SUZANNE & PAUL PEYSER 

DARA & ANDREW PFEFFER 

ELLEN & RABBI DALE POLAKOFF 

ALAN & LOUISA PRAWER 

MARCI & MURRAY RABINOWITZ 

STEPHEN RABINOWITZ 

SUSAN & FRED RAVEN 

GALIT & GRANT REICHLIN 

DIANE & DAVID REIN 

DOROTHY & RICHARD REISER 

TALIA & CARY REISS 

LEAH & TERRY RIFKIN 

MARILYN & IRA ROSENBERG 

LORI & IRA ROSENFELD 

ANIDA & EDWIN ROSMAN 

MICHELL & NORMAN RUTTA 

JOYCE & MAYER RYDZINSKI 
PHYLLIS & ALBERT SAFDIEH 

ALIZA & DOV SASSOON 

MARY & RICHARD SCHANLER 

MICHELE & HOWARD SCHATZ 

ERICA & REUBEN SCHERZER 

LISA & ELI SCHILOWITZ 

DAVID SCHIMEL 

SHIRA & ELLIOT SCHREIBER 

PARI & HENRY SCHWARTZ 

DONNA & LEON SCHWECHTER 

FARANGISS SEDAGATPOUR 

ARIELLA & ABRAHAM SEDGH 

RAMA & REUBEN SELTZER 

AFSHIN SHAHKOOHIN  
KAIVAN SHAHKOHI 
KAREN & ERIC SHAKIN 

BARBARA & FRED SHAW 

YAEL & MARK SHAYNE 

ELLEN & MITCHELL SIEGEL 

HEATHER & JERRY SIEGELMAN 

FLORIN & HOWARD SILBERSTEIN 

AVNER SKOCZYLAS 

SHAINI SLONIM 

ESTHER SLOYER 

SHOSHANA & MARTIN SOKOL 

ELIZABETH & DANIEL SOLEIMANI 
JUDITH & ABRAHAM SOLEIMANI 
LAUREN & JOSEPH SOLEIMANI 
AFSHIN SOORI  
MELODY & JOSEPH SOUFEH 

CHERYL & ROBERT SPERBER 

DODI & JONATHAN SPIELMAN 

DEBBIE SPILKY 

RACHEL & CHAZAN YITZY SPINNER 

FLORENCE & IRWIN SPIRA 

KAREN & ROBERT SPITALNICK 

ARIELLA & ARI SPODEK 

JESSICA & NOAH STEINBERG 

RENEE & MELVIN STRAUSS 

JILL & RON SWARTZ 

SUE & ARTHUR TALANSKY 

MICHELLE & NATHANIEL TARNOR 

PAMELA & BARUCH TOLEDANO 

ELLEN & JOSEPH TUCHINSKY 

JESSICA TUCHINSKY 

SHARON & MARK TWERSKY 

LAURA & ERROL UHR 

ROSELIN WAGNER 

SARAH & EITAN WALLS 

CELIA & JEFF WEBER  
MARNI & MITCHELL WEINBERG 

BARBARA & MARK WEINBLATT 

JUDY & JERRALD WEINSTEIN 

LISA & DOV WEINSTEIN 

REBECCA WEISEL 

LILI & ALEX WEISS 

ROMINA & ODED WEISS 

ROSE & PETER WEISS 

DEBORAH & ROBERT WELLNER 

MICHELE & HOWARD WOLF 

IRA WOLFF 

KAREN & EDWARD WYDRA 

HEDY & JOSPEH YOUNGER 

MAGDA & SAM YEHASKEL 

AVIVA & ROBERT ZAUSMER 

HELEN & HOWARD ZIMMERMAN 

SHELLIE & STEVEN ZUCKERMAN 
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COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5780                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Tuesdays 10:00-12:00; Thursdays 1:00-3:00. He can           
always be reached via 516.637.3674/dpolakoff@gns.org.  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

LACTATION ROOM                                                                                           
If there are any mothers in need of a private room to 
nurse their child, please see Katie Lichter or Zehava Atlas 
for the key and room instructions. Thank you.  

HOLOCAUST WALL 

We have already identified many pictures but still need 
your help to identify all the pictures. Please call the office   
to identify the photo. Thank you! 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 
As you may know, we are fortunate to have a Great Neck 
Community Calendar where one can post their upcoming          
simcha or special event. It is suggested that when                      
planning a simcha/event that you post it on the calendar in 
order to avoid unnecessary conflicts. To post your simcha, 
send your request to greatneckcalendar@gmail.com. If you 
post on the Community Calendar, do not assume that you 
are booked on the GNS calendar as well. You must reserve 
your date on the GNS calendar independently. 

CHEVRA KADISHA                                                                         
If any woman is interested in joining the Chevra Kadisha, 
please contact Lisa Stein at 646.251.6409. She will answer 
any questions and provide all necessary information                      
regarding this incredible mitzvah.  

SHAARE ZEDEK NYC HALF MARATHON                                            
Join Team Shaare Zedek as a runner in the NYC Half                        
Marathon for Shaare Zedek Medical Center on Sunday, 
March 15, 2020. For info, contact Sharon Goldwyn at 
sgoldwyn@acsz.org. 

FLORENCE SHAFFER SCHOLARSHIP                                                              
For all high school girls who are seniors and are concerned 
about finances during their first year in College or gap year 
learning in Israel, contact Mark Twersky for a Florence  
Shaffer Scholarship Application.  

NEW WHATSAPP GROUP FOR SINGLES 

GNS is creating a new WhatsAPP group to notify singles 
about special community programs and encourage their 
attendance and opportunity to meet each other. If you are 
single, please email Rabbi Polakoff at dpolakoff@gns.org 

to join this group. Friends and relatives (although well-
meaning) cannot submit names of people on their behalf. 

DEBUT OF ANTI-SEMTIISM FILM IN GREAT NECK                                 
There is a new major film about antisemitism called Viral: 
Antisemitism in Four Mutations, directed by Emmy    
winner Andrew Goldberg. The film covers contemporary                    
antisemitism across the US and Europe. It is a large                        
production that took over three years and features                          
interviews with everyone from Bill Clinton, Tony Blair and 
Deborah Lipstadt to victims of terror. The film opens in 
Great Neck at the Great Neck Cinemas at The Squire on 
March 6 and runs through March 12. 

MEN’S CLUB EVENTS                                                                         
A) Sunday, March 15th - 8:00 am - 12:30 pm                          
Spring Blood Drive in the Braun Youth Center. To book an 
appointment visit nybloodcenter.org. Gifts for all donors 
and volunteers. 

B) Sunday, March 22nd - 10:00 am Workshop for                
Mortals with Rabbi Elchonon Zohn, director of Vaad                 
HaRabanim of Queens Chevra Kadisha.  

DOOR CODE CHANGE                                                                          
Please note that for security reasons the door code to          
enter GNS was changed. Call the office, ask the Rabbis, 
Chazzan, Mark or Jim for the new code. If you choose to 
let in visitors, please do so without sharing the code.  

Saturday, 18 Adar 

Jamie Katz for Ben Dweck 

Sari Braunstein for Ben Dweck 

Florin Silberstein for Samuel Sailor 
Ben Shavolian for Horri Shavolian 

Sunday, 19 Adar 

Brenda Parver for Sol Altman 

Monday, 20 Adar 

Jeroen Bours for Eric Bours 
Meryl Friedman for Hyman Karten 

Annie Mendelson for Samuel Maultasch 

Roselin Wagner for Rose Wagner 
Tuesday, 21 Adar 

Norma Bilbool for Rose Bilbool 
Judith Weinstein for Edward Eichenhon 

Tricia Moslin for Estelle Solomon 

Wednesday, 22 Adar 

Perry Schneider for Phillip Schneider 
Thursday, 23 Adar 

Gary Chubak for Ida Chubak 

Edward Goodman for Harvey Goodman 

Elaine Miller for Ethel Grant 
Cindy Hodkin for Bernard Korman 

Raphael Shaya for David Shaya 

Gideon Yudelowitz for Harold Yudelowitz 
Valdimir Zyskind for Shiffra Zyskind 

Friday, 24 Adar 

Cindy Ludwig for Alvin Gelber 
Myles Mittleman for Sophie Mittleman 

Edwin Rosman for Pearl Pfefferman 

Rabbi Esor Ben-Sorek for Steven Winer 

PURIM UPDATE                                                                                   
In consultation with doctors regarding COVID-19, we have 
made several changes to the Purim schedule.  We have 
canceled Wandering Que and encourage you to break the 
fast on your own. There will be a live recording of the        
Megillah available for those who feel coming to GNS will be 
a risk. The call in number will be made available via email.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Join us for the next Chaverim Center on Wednesday, 
March 18th from 11:30-2:00 celebrating the Persian New 
Year with Fery Sedaghatpour. We will also have a book 
discussion on “Waking Lions” by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen.  

SHMURAH MATZAH SALE 

You can order your Shmurah matzah with GNS @ $27/
pound. All orders must be in by March 31st. Check must 
be included with your order.  


