
God appeared to 
Abraham by the oaks of 
Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance to his tent in 
the heat of the day. He 
lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and, lo, three 
men were standing over 
against him; and when 
he saw them, he ran to 
meet them from the tent 
entrance, and bowed 
down to the earth… (Gen. 
18:1–2) Thus, Parshat 
Vayera opens with one of 
the most famous scenes 
in the Bible: Abraham’s 
meeting with the three 
enigmatic strangers. The 
text calls them men. We 
later discover that they 
were in fact angels, each 
with a specific mission. 
The chapter at first 
glance seems simple, 
almost fable-like. It is, 
however, complex and 
ambiguous. It consists of 
three sections: Verse 1: 
God appears to Abraham; 
Verses 2–16: Abraham 
meets the men/angels; 
Verses 17–33: The 
dialogue between God 
and Abraham about the 
fate of Sodom. The 
relationship between 
these sections is far from 
clear. Do they represent 
one scene, two or three? 

The most obvious 
possibility is three. Each 
of the above sections is a 
separate event. First, 

God appears to Abraham, as 
Rashi explains, “to visit the 
sick” after Abraham’s 
circumcision. Then the visitors 
arrive with the news that 
Sarah will have a child. Then 
takes place the great dialogue 
about justice and the imminent 
punishment of the people of 
Sodom. Maimonides suggests 
that there are only two scenes: 
The visit of the angels, and the 
dialogue with God. The first 
verse does not describe an 
event at all; it is, rather, a 
chapter heading. It tells us 
that the events that follow are 
all part of a prophetic 
revelation, a divine- human 
encounter. The third possibility 
is that we have a single 
continuous scene. God appears 
to Abraham, but before He can 
speak, Abraham sees the 
passers-by and asks God to 
wait while he serves them 
food. Only when they have 
departed – in verse 17 – does 
he turn to God, and the 
conversation begins. 

The interpretation of the 
chapter affects – and hinges 
upon – the way we translate 
the word Adonai in Abraham’s 
appeal: “Please Adonai, if now 
I have found favor in your 
sight, do not pass by, I pray 
you, from your servant” (18:3). 
Adonai can be a reference to 
one of the names of God. It 
can also be read as “my lords” 
or “sirs.” In the first case, 
Abraham would be addressing 
God. In the second, he would 

Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Vayera 

be speaking to the passers-
by. The same linguistic 
ambiguity appears in the 
next chapter (19:2), when 
two of Abraham’s visitors – 
now described as angels – 
visit Lot in Sodom: And the 
two angels came to Sodom 
in the evening, and Lot sat 
by the city gates. When he 
saw them, he rose to meet 
them and bowing low, he 
said, “I pray you now, 
adonai, turn aside to your 
servant’s house and tarry all 
night and bathe your feet 
and you shall rise up early 
and go on your way.” (Gen. 
19:1–2) As there is no 
contextual element to 
suggest that Lot might be 
speaking to God, it seems 
clear, in this case, that 
adonai refers to the visitors.  

The simplest reading then 
of both texts – the one 
concerning Abraham, the 
other, Lot – would be to 
read the word consistently 
as “sirs.” Several English 
translations indeed take this 
approach. Here, for 
example, is the New English 
Bible’s: The Lord appeared 
to Abraham…He looked up 
and saw three men standing 
in front of him. When he 
saw them, he ran from the 
opening of his tent to meet 
them and bowed low to the 
ground. “Sirs,” he said, “if I 
have deserved your favor, 
do not pass by my humble 
self without a visit.” Jewish 
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tradition, however, does not. Normally, differences of 
interpretation of biblical narrative have no halakhic 
implications. They are matters of legitimate disagreement. 
This case of Abraham’s addressee is unusual, however, 
because if we translate Adonai as “God,” it is a holy name, 
and both the writing of the word by a scribe, and the way 
we treat a parchment or document containing it, have 
special stringencies in Jewish law. If, by contrast, we 
translate it as “my lords” or “sirs,” it has no special sanctity. 
Jewish law rules that in the scene with Lot, adonai is read 
as “sirs,” but in the case of Abraham it is read as “God.” 

This is an extraordinary fact, because it suggests that 
Abraham actually interrupted God as He was about to 
speak, asking Him to wait while he attended to the visitors. 
According to tradition, the passage should be read thus: 
The Lord appeared to Abraham…He looked up and saw 
three men standing over against him. On seeing them, he 
hurried from his tent door to meet them, and bowed down. 
[Turning to God] he said: “My God, if I have found favor in 
Your eyes, do not leave Your servant [i.e. Please wait until I 
have given hospitality to these men].” [He then turned to 
the men and said:] “Let me send for some water so that 
you may bathe your feet and rest under this tree…” This 
daring interpretation became the basis for a principle in 
Judaism: “Greater is hospitality than receiving the Divine 
Presence.” Faced with a choice between listening to God, 
and offering hospitality to what seemed to be human 
beings, Abraham chose the latter. God acceded to his 
request and waited while Abraham brought the visitors food 
and drink, before engaging him in dialogue about the fate 
of Sodom. How can this be so? It seems disrespectful at 
best, heretical at worst, to put the needs of human beings 
before attending on the presence of God. 

What the passage is telling us, though, is something of 
immense profundity. The idolaters of Abraham’s time 
worshipped the sun, the stars, and the forces of nature as 
gods. They worshipped power and the powerful. Abraham 
knew, however, that God is not in nature but beyond 
nature. There is only one thing in the universe on which He 
has set His image: the human person, every person, 
powerful and powerless alike. The forces of nature are 
impersonal, which is why those who worship them 
eventually lose their humanity. As the book of Psalms puts 
it: Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. 
They have mouths, but cannot speak, Eyes, but cannot see;   

They have ears, but cannot hear, nostrils but cannot 
smell…They that make them become like them, And so do 
all who put their trust in them. (Psalms 115:4–8) One  
cannot worship impersonal forces and remain a person; 
compassionate, humane, generous, forgiving. Precisely 
because we believe that God is personal, someone to 
whom we can say “You,” we honor human dignity as               
sacrosanct. 

Abraham, father of monotheism, knew the paradoxical 
truth that to live the life of faith is to see the trace of God 
in the face of the stranger. It is easy to receive the Divine 
Presence when God appears as God. What is difficult is to 
sense the Divine Presence when it comes disguised as 
three anonymous passers-by. That was Abraham’s                 
greatness. He knew that serving God and offering                            
hospitality to strangers were not two things but one. In one 
of the most beautiful comments on this episode, Rabbi 
Shalom of Belz notes that in verse 2, the visitors are              
spoken of as standing above Abraham (nitzavim alav), 
while in verse 8, Abraham is described as standing above 
them (omed aleihem). At first, the visitors were higher 
than Abraham because they were angels and he a mere 
human being. But when he gave them food and drink and 
shelter, he stood even higher than the angels. 

By choosing the most radical of the three possible                              
interpretations of Genesis 18, the sages allowed us to hear 
one of the most fundamental principles of the life of faith: 
We honor God by honoring His image, humankind. 

 

On this Veteran’s Day, please join us in 
honoring our members who have served in 

various militaries around the world.           
We salute your bravery and thank you for 

your service.  
 

Veterans      Military Branch 

Hal Beretz      US Army 

Zach Dicker   US Army 

Harold Domnitch  US Air Force 

Israel Freeman  Israel Army 

Yehoshua Gilad  Israel Air Force 

Henry Katz   US Army 

Milton Mitzner   US Navy 

Yaacov Mizrahi  Israel Army 

Stephen Rabinowitz  US Navy 

Michal Rosenzweig  IDF 

Israel Rosenzweig  IDF 

Isaac Sachmechi  Israel Army 

Morris Seidman  US Army 

Fred Shaw   US Navy 

Martin Sokol   US Air Force 

Charles Stein   US Navy 

Gerald Traub   US Army 

Paul Weinberg  US Army 

Vladimir Zyskind  USSR Army 



 

GNS OHEL SHABBATON WITH SPECIAL GUEST THE MACCABEATS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GNS ANNUAL BOWLING INVITIATIONAL 



 

EVENTS IN NOVEMBER  



 This year for Thanksgiving 

You can really give thanks and be giving! 
 

Buy a Thanksgiving Dinner for a 

resident at Arrandale Senior Housing 

and make your parents proud of you. 
 

 

 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _____________________________________________                                                  
Email: _______________________________________________ 

Meals purchased in memory/ in honor of:____________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed: _________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

 We are also looking for a limited number of volunteers (ALL AGES)  
to help serve the dinner, clean up, play music, sing & talk to the residents 

I would like to volunteer on Thursday, Nov. 28th      11:30 am - 2:00 pm 

Food Server:_______________        Other Talent:____________________ 

Volunteer Names & Kids’ Ages:  _________________________________ 

Co-Sponsored by: GNS Hunger Initiative, Sisterhood & Women’s Tefila  
For more info: email lisslev@verizon.net or text 516-770-3572 

Please return to: GNS   26 Old Mill Road     Great Neck, NY 11023 

$18 can sponsor a dinner 
in honor of/in memory of your parents 

 

THANKSGIVING CHESSED 

mailto:lisslev@verizon.net
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5780                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Tuesdays 10:00-12:00; Thursdays 1:00-3:00. He can           
always be reached via cell 516.637.3674/dpolakoff@gns.org.  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

HOLOCAUST WALL                                                                                     
We have received numerous identities but are still asking 
people who donated pictures for the Holocaust Wall to call 
the office and identify their photo. Thank you very much! 

HELP NEEDED! 
Need dedicated person to pick up challah from 91 Baker 
Hill Rd. after 2:00 pm on Friday and deliver it to home on 
Old Mill Rd. From December thru March. Please contact 
Cindy Hodkin at KosherCookinggn@gmail.com or 
516.317.9632. 

RAFFLE PRIZES FOR GNS ANNUAL DINNER NEEDED 

If you would like to sponsor or partially sponsor two special 
grand prizes for the upcoming annual dinner or if you 
would like to donate a raffle prize, please contact raffle 
chairs Dina & Natan Hamerman at 
(dinahamerman@gmail.com), Michal & Steven Rosenzeig 
(szweig2001@yahoo.com) or Ilana & Aaron Wallenstein 
(awall27@aol.com). Thank you! 

SHALOM TASK FORCE ANNUAL BRUNCH 

The Shalom Task Force Annual Brunch will take place Sunday, 
November 17th, 2019 at 9:30 am at the Sephardic Temple 
in  Cedarhurst, NY. Miriam Ellenberg is the Guest of Honor.  
Rabbi Yehuda & Lisa Septimus will be receiving the Community 
Service Award. To register, go to shalomtaskforce.org/brunch.  

Mazal Tov to Brenda & Edward Parver on the Bar Mitzvah 
of their grandsons, Akiva Parver, son of Aliza & Andrew 
Parver and Elisha Gamss, son of Rebecca & Elly Gamss.  

Mazal Tov to Florin & Howard Silberstein on the Bar       
Mitzvah of their grandson Elijah, son of Jill & Jon Brickman.  

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Dale & Ellen Polakoff on the birth of a 
granddaughter, born to their children Ariella & Raffi Leicht.  

Mazal Tov to Sherri & Martin Ghodsi on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son Cameron.  

Mazal Tov to Michael Moslin on being appointed chairman of 
the Architectural Review Committee for the Village of GN. 

Mazal Tov to Paul Marcus who published a new book          
entitled Psychoanalysis, Classic Social Psychology, and Moral 
Living: Let the Conversation Begin. 

NORTH SHORE MIKVAH HOURS                                                       
The Mikvah hours for the month of November will be               
5:30 - 10:30 pm. 

THANK YOU FROM THE BLOOD DRIVE                                     
Thank you to all of the generous donors who collectively           
donated 69 units at the GNS Men's Club Blood Drive. 
Thank you also to the hard-working volunteers: Shira 
Ebrahimi, Brayden  Kohler, Bryce Kohler, Joey Kroll and 
Michael Pagovich. 

SILVERSTEIN HEBREW ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 

The Elementary and Early Childhood Open House will take 
place on Wed., November 13th from 9:30-11:30am at 117 
Cuttermill Rd. Please contact Adena at (516) 466-8522 or 
email us at info@shagn.org to register for Open House. 

OHEL SHABBATON & MACCABEATS CHAGIGAH 

Please join us for a very special Shabbat this November 
15-16th where we will be hosting our annual OHEL          
Shabbaton. If you are interested in hosting, please contact 
ilichter@gns.org. Additionally, there will be a premier 
Seudah Shlishit and Musical Havdalah Chagigah with the 
Maccabeats. Don’t miss this incredible Shabbat!                            
Sponsorships encouraged! 

GREAT NECK EVENT FOR UNMARRIED 30’s & 40’s 

On Saturday evening, December 21st
 at 8:00pm there 

will be an event in Great Neck for unmarried people in their 
30’s and 40’s to meet each other. If you are interested in 
attending or know someone who is interested, please                   
contact Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org for more                       
information. 

Saturday, 18 Cheshvan 

Osnass Shein for Simchat Charchat 
Tina Machnikoff for Florence Steinberg 

Joyce Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 
Lisa Adler for Geraldine Zeff 

Ron Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 
Steven Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 

Sunday, 19 Cheshvan 

Anne Lupkin for Mary Fischler 
Eli Moradi for Khalil Ghadamian-Moradi 

Jack Lemonik for Irving Lemonik 

Hillel Milun for Nancy Milun 

David Smooha for Edward Nisan 

Susan Aboaf for Edward Nisan 

Debbie Feith for Edward Nisan 

Irene Marcus for David Wineman 

Monday, 20 Cheshvan 

Stanley Dacher for Samuel Dacher 
Victor Ancelson for Lviu Galateanu 

Morris Seidman for Kalma Seidman 

Jerrald Weinstein for George Weinstein 

Tuesday, 21 Cheshvan 

Marla Lemonik for Sue Finkelstein 

Paul Brody for Ruth Schaeffer 
Wednesday, 22 Cheshvan 

Hal Chadow for Morris Chadow 

Herschel Flax for Max Pasvolsky 

Thursday, 23 Cheshvan 

Gitty Louzoun for Henriette Louzoun 

Joseph Sokol for Ida Warren 

Debbie Hollander for Ida Warren 

Friday, 24 Cheshvan 

Jeffrey Kaufman for Belle Kaufman 

Ron Malen for Akiva ben Moshe Malensky 

Debbie Chadow for Iraj Sefaradi 

GNS YOUTH SATURDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING 

6:00-8:00 pm: Boys & Girls Soccer for Grades 1-5 

Soccer with Coach Chris, Game Room, Movies, Pizza (for 
purchase). 

8:30-10:30 pm: Middle School & High School 
Basketball (open gym); Fortnight games; Movies; Big 
Games on TV; Game Room; Pizza (for purchase).  

mailto:dinahamerman@gmail.com
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