
“And God said, let there 
be… And there was… and 
God saw that it was 
good.” Thus, unfolds the 
most revolutionary as well 
as the most influential 
account of creation in the 
history of the human 
spirit. In Rashi’s 
commentary, he quotes 
Rabbi Isaac who 
questioned why the Torah 
should start with the story 
of creation at all. Given 
that it is a book of law – 
the commandments that 
bind the children of Israel 
as a nation – it should 
have started with the first 
law given to the Israelites, 
which does not appear 
until the twelfth chapter of 
Exodus. Rabbi Isaac’s own 
answer was that the Torah 
opens with the birth of the 
universe to justify the gift 
of the Land of Israel to the 
People of Israel. The 
Creator of the world is 
ipso facto owner and ruler 
of the world. His gift 
confers title. The claim of 
the Jewish people to the 
land is unlike that of any 
other nation. It does not 
flow from arbitrary facts of 
settlement, historical 
association, conquest or 
international agreement 
(though in the case of the 

present state of Israel, all four 
apply). It follows from 
something more profound: the 
word of God Himself – the God 
acknowledged, as it happens, by 
all three monotheisms: Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. This is a 
political reading of the chapter. 
Let me suggest another (not 
incompatible, but additional) 
interpretation. 

One of the most striking 
propositions of the Torah is that 
we are called on, as God’s 
image, to imitate God. “Be holy, 
for I, the Lord your God, am 
holy” (Leviticus 19:2): The 
sages taught: “Just as God is 
called gracious, so you be 
gracious. Just as He is called 
merciful, so you be merciful. 
Just as He is called holy, so you 
be holy.” So too the prophets 
described the Almighty by all 
the various a tributes: long-

suffering, abounding in 
kindness, righteous, upright, 
perfect, mighty and powerful 
and so on – to teach us that 
these qualities are good and 
right and that a human being 
should cultivate them, and thus 
imitate God as far as we can. 
Implicit in the first chapter of 
Genesis is thus a momentous 
challenge: Just as God is 
creative, so you be creative. In 
making man, God endowed one 
creature – the only one thus far 
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known to science – with the 
capacity not merely to adapt 
to his environment, but to 
adapt his environment to 
him; to shape the world; to 
be active, not merely 
passive, in relation to the 
influences and circumstances 
that surround him: The 
brute’s existence is an 
undignified one because it is 
a helpless existence. Human 
existence is a dignified one 
because it is a glorious, 
majestic, powerful 
existence…Man of old who 
could not fight disease and 
succumbed in multitudes to 
yellow fever or any other 
plague with degrading 
helplessness could not lay 
claim to dignity. Only the 
man who builds hospitals, 
discovers therapeutic 
techniques, and saves lives is 
blessed with dignity…
Civilized man has gained 
limited control of nature and 
has become, in certain 
respects, her master, and 
with his mastery he has 
attained dignity as well. His 
mastery has made it possible 
for him to act in accordance 
with his responsibility. The 
first chapter of Genesis 
therefore contains a 
teaching. It tells us how to 
be creative – namely in three 
stages. The first is the stage 
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Kiddush, Bima Flowers and Seudah Shlishit                                                  
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Seudah Shlishit is co-sponsored by                                                    

Mariana Naim and Family                                                              

in commemoration of the 3rd yahrzeit                                             

of their husband & father George Naim z”l  
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of saying “Let there be.” The second is the stage of “and there 
was.” The third is the stage of seeing “that it is good.” 

Even a cursory look at this model of creativity teaches us 
something profound and counter-intuitive: What is truly 
creative is not science or technology per se, but the word. 
That is what forms all being. Indeed, what singles out Homo 
sapiens among other animals is the ability to speak. Targum 
Onkelos translates the last phrase of Genesis 2:7, “God 
formed man out of dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living creature,” 
as “and man became ruaĥ memallelah, a speaking spirit.” 
Because we can speak, we can think, and therefore imagine a 
world different from the one that currently exists. Creation 
begins with the creative word, the idea, the vision, the dream. 
Language – and with it the ability to remember a distant past 
and conceptualize a distant future – lies at the heart of our 
uniqueness as the image of God. Just as God makes the 
natural world by words (“And God said…and there was”) so 
we make the human world by words, which is why Judaism 
takes words so seriously: “Life and death are in the power of 
the tongue,” says the book of Proverbs (18:21). Already at 
the opening of the Torah, at the very beginning of creation, is 
foreshadowed the Jewish doctrine of revelation: that God 
reveals Himself to humanity not in the sun, the stars, the 
wind or the storm but in and through words – sacred words 
that make us co-partners with God in the work of redemption. 

“And God said, let there be…and there was” – is, the second 
stage of creation, is for us the most difficult. It is one thing to 
conceive an idea, another to execute it. “Between the 
imagination and the act falls the shadow.” Between the 
intention and the fact, the dream and the reality, lies 
struggle, opposition, and the fallibility of the human will. It is 
all too easy, having tried and failed, to conclude that nothing 
ultimately can be achieved, that the world is as it is, and that 
all human endeavor is destined to end in failure. This, 
however, is a Greek idea, not a Jewish one: that hubris ends 
in nemesis, that fate is inexorable and we must resign 
ourselves to it. Judaism holds the opposite, that though 
creation is difficult, laborious and fraught with setbacks, we 
are summoned to it as our essential human vocation: “It is 
not for you to complete the work,” said Rabbi Tarfon, “but 
neither are you free to desist from it.” There is a lovely 
rabbinic phrase: maĥashva tova HaKadosh barukh Hu 
meztarfah lema’aseh. This is usually translated as “God 
considers a good intention as if it were the deed.” I translate 
it differently: “When a human being has a good intention, God 
joins in helping it become a deed,” meaning – He gives us the  

strength, if not now, then eventually, to turn it into                   
achievement. 

If the first stage in creation is imagination, the second is will. 
The sanctity of the human will is one of the most distinctive 
features of the Torah. There have been many philosophies – 
the generic name for them is determinisms – that maintain 
that the human will is an illusion. We are determined by        
other factors – genetically encoded instinct, economic or  
social forces, conditioned reflexes – and the idea that we are 
what we choose to be is a myth. Judaism is a protest in the 
name of human freedom and responsibility against                            
determinism. We are not pre-programmed machines; we are 
persons, endowed with will. Just as God is free, so we are 
free, and the entire Torah is a call to humanity to exercise 
responsible freedom in creating a social world which honors 
the freedom of others. Will is the bridge from “Let there be” 
to “and there was.” What, though, of the third stage: “And 
God saw that it was good”? This is the hardest of the three 
stages to understand. What does it mean to say that “God 
saw that it was good”? Surely, this is redundant. What does 
God make that is not good? Judaism is not Gnosticism, nor is 
it an Eastern mysticism. We do not believe that this created 
world of the senses is evil. To the contrary, we believe that it 
is the arena of blessing and good. Perhaps this is what the 
phrase comes to teach us: that the religious life is not to be 
sought in retreat from the world and its conflicts into mystic 
rapture or nirvana. God wants us to be part of the world, 
fighting its battles, tasting its joy, celebrating its splendor. 
But there is more. 

In the course of my work, I have visited prisons and centers 
for young offenders. Many of the people I met there were 
potentially good. They, like you and me, had dreams, hopes, 
ambitions, aspirations. They did not want to become              
criminals. Their tragedy was that often they came from         
dysfunctional families in difficult conditions. No one took the 
time to care for them, support them, teach them how to  
negotiate the world, how to achieve what they wanted 
through hard work and persuasion rather than violence and 
lawbreaking. They lacked a basic self-respect, a sense of 
their own worth. No one ever told them that they were good. 
To see that someone is good and to say so is a creative act – 
one of the great creative acts. ere may be some few                            
individuals who are inescapably evil, but they are few. Within 
almost all of us is something positive and unique, but which 
is all too easily injured, and which only grows when exposed 
to the sunlight of someone else’s recognition and praise. To 
see the good in others and let them see themselves in the 
mirror of our regard is to help someone grow to become the 
best they can be. “Greater,” says the Talmud, “is one who 
causes others to do good than one who does good himself.” 
To help others become what they can be is to give birth to 
creativity in someone else’s soul. This is done not by criticism 
or negativity but by searching out the good in others, and 
helping them see it, recognize it, own it, and live it. “And God 
saw that it was good” – this too is part of the work of                     
creation, the subtlest and most beautiful of all. When we  
recognize the goodness in someone, we do more than create 
it, we help it to become creative. This is what God does for 
us, and what He calls us to do for others. 
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OPERATION PEACE OF MIND IN GREAT NECK 



 

GNS CLASSES & TRIPS 

Scholars’ Kollel Schedule:  
Monday - Friday : 8:30 - 10:00 am 

 

 

MONDAYS 

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Tanach 8:00 – 9:00 pm                     
(Beit Midrash) Begins 10/28 

This class will learn Sefer Yishayahu (Isaiah), a book of         
consolation that carries the message that G-d will redeem 

Israel from exile.  

Rabbi Dale Polakoff - Talmud 9:00 – 10:00 pm 
(Swartz home) Begins 10/28                                           

Discover the deeper teachings of Masechet Sotah.  

TUESDAYS 

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Parsha 7:00 – 7:30 pm                 
(Chalfin Room) Begins 10/29 

1st-5th graders learn the Parsha with an opportunity to share 
a dvar Torah at the Shabbat table.  

Chazzan Yitzy Spinner - Tefillah  (Beit Midrash) 
The dates and topics of Chazzan Spinner’s class will be               

forthcoming after Yom Tov. Please stay tuned! 
 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS 

Rabbi Yossi Singer - Talmud  8:00 - 9:00 pm 
(Weinstein Room) Continues on 10/23 

Join a class that has been going strong for over 30 years. 
Learning Masechet Sanhedrin.                                 

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Halacha 9:00 – 10:30 pm 
(rotating homes) Begins 11/6 

Join this growing shiur focused on exploring the world of           
halacha and hashkafa.                                        

THURSDAYS 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff - Chumash 9:15 – 10:30 am 
(Chalfin Room) Continues on 10/24 

This Women’s Chumash Class takes an in-depth look at Sefer 
Bamidbar and relates the mitzvot and narratives of the Torah 

to our daily lives.                                                                                              

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Hashkafa 6:45 - 7:30 pm 
(Weinstein Technology Rm.) Begins 10/24 

A class for High School teenagers with pizza and schmoozing.                                                        

Rabbi Dale Polakoff - Chumash 8:00 – 9:00 pm 
(Chalfin Room) Begins 10/24 

This Power Chumash class utilizes the breadth of Torah          
commentaries in dissecting passages in the Torah to provide 

a broad picture into isolated mitzvot: Sefer Shemot.                                                   
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5780                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Tuesdays 10:00-12:00; Thursdays 1:00-3:00. He can           
always be reached via cell 516.637.3674/dpolakoff@gns.org.  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Mazal Tov to Galit & Grant Reichlin on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son Ilan.  

Mazal Tov to Solomon Birnbaum who was honored by the 
Downtown Minyan in Manhattan as the Keter Kehilah,              
Community Builder on Simchat Torah.  

Guests of Honor:  
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch and Erica & Eliot Heisler  

HOLOCAUST WALL                                                                                     
We are asking people who donated pictures for the Holocaust 
Wall to call the office and identify their photo and who is in it.  

MIKVAH HOURS FOR OCTOBER                                                                
The North Shore Mikvah hours for the month of October are 
6:30 - 10:30 pm.  

MEN’S CLUB EVENTS 

This Sun. Oct. 27th at 10:00 am: Rabbi Evan Hoffman will be 
speaking on a topic entitled “Deadly Betrayal.” 

ANNUAL DINNER 

Please join us on Saturday night, Nov. 9th at 7:00 pm for a 
“Night of Laughs & Intrigue.” Cost is $75/pp for MC members 
and $90/pp for non-MC members. New location is Temple Beth 
EL of Great Neck with a great new dinner menu. RSVP with Mark 
Friedman or the GNS office.  

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, ads, 
sponsorships and any other material by Monday, October 
28th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you very much 
to our SCOPE sponsors for their strong support by sponsoring 3 
issues for a total cost of $100 for the year. We strongly        
encourage others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have 
their names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 
or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 

NSHA OPEN HOUSE                                                                 
Save the NEW Date - Open Campus Day and BBQ at NSHA -  
Sunday, November 10th, 16 Cherry Lane, Great Neck, NY  
Prospective AND Current NSHA Families - join us for a Sunday 
Funday NSHA experience including Early Childhood programming, 
simulated classrooms, science lab live, ed-tech pop up, music, 
sports, NSHA Mercaz After School Activities and much more!   
10:00-11:00: Prospective family breakfast with NSHA            
administration and faculty 11:00-1:00: Open campus events and 
BBQ for prospective and current NSHA families. Activities for      
parents and children of all ages! Register and read on about NSHA 
Open Campus Day at www.nsha.org/campusday. The best way to 
experience our exceptional academic programming is to visit us 
during a school day and see our talented and passionate faculty in 
action. Schedule a private tour at www.nsha.org/admissions/tour.             
Questions about admissions? Contact Abigail Weiss 
aweiss@nsha.org/ (516) 487-8687 Ext. 167 

YESHIVA HAR TORAH OPEN HOUSE 

Please join us at Yeshiva Har Torah's Open House on Monday, 
November 4th at 7:15PM. Experience firsthand what makes our 
school, award-winning faculty, parent body, and administration so 
unique. Nursery transportation options are available. To find out 
more about the admissions process, call us at (718) 343-2533  

or register for the Open House at www.hartorah.org. We look 
forward to seeing you on Nov 4th!   

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next time Chaverim will meet will be on Wednesday,          
November 6th.  

HASHKAMA MINYAN KIDDUSH                                                        
Hashkama Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Robyn & Jeroen 
Bours in memory of her father Bernard Siegel z”l. 

Saturday, 27 Tishrei 
Jason Mayer for Steven Mayer 
Susan Mayer for Steven Mayer 
Mariana Naim for George Naim 

Albert Safdieh for Shaul Safdieh 

Monday, 29 Tishrei 
Baruch Toledano for Joseph Toledano 

Tuesday, 30 Tishrei 
Perry Schneider for Harry Colton 

Robert Glaser for Sophie Glaser 
Marcia Toledano for Julia Karten 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Murray Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

David Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Paul Weinberg for Ida Weinberg 

Wednesday, 1 Cheshvan 

Sharon Herman for Muriel Adler 
Leon Kutcher for Fran Kutcher 

Herschel Flax for Ethel Pasvolsky 

Rita Silverman for Zelda Schwartz 

Lorraine Domnitch for Jennie Speisel 
Thursday, 2 Cheshvan 

Sheila Bachman for Pauline Bachman 

Joyce Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Lisa Adler for Sol Gelfond 

Ronald Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Steven Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Deena Heisler for Joseph Heisler 
Eliot Heisler for Joseph Heisler 

George Schuman for Erna Schuman 

Debbie Hollander for Judith Sokol 
Joseph Sokol for Judith Sokol 
Martin Sokol for Judith Sokol 

Rabbi Shimon Wolf for Nathan Wolf 
Friday, 3 Cheshvan 

Pauline Levy for David Gruber 
Paul Marcus for Victor Marcus 

GNS YOUTH THANK YOU’S  
The GNS Youth Department would like to thank all the families 
who opened their Sukkahs for the annual Sukkah Hop. Thank 
you to the Kroll, Spinner, Horowitz, Leventhal and Atlas families.  
We’d also like to thank Ellen & Rabbi Polakoff for hosting the 
annual Shemini Atzeret High School Oneg. A big thank you as 
well to all the leaders of the youth program for an outstanding 
job these past few weeks during the holidays. 
 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR PARENTS                                        
There is a meeting for an informational session for parents of 
new youth leaders on Tuesday 10/29 at 8:30 pm. If you are 
unable to join, please email Rabbi Jensen at  
RabbiJensen@gmail.com to discuss an alternative time slot.  
 

UPCOMING MINI SHABBATONS                                                                 
This Shabbat, Oct. 26th will be a Mini Shabbaton for 5-7 grades.  
Next Shabbat. Nov. 2nd will be a Mini Shabbaton for girls in 
grades 1-2.  
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