
In March 2015 I had a 
public conversation at Yale 
with the University’s 
President Peter Salovey. 
The occasion was quite an 
emotional one. It 
celebrated the sixtieth 
anniversary of the 
Marshall Scholarships, 
created by the British 
parliament as a way of 
expressing thanks to the 
United States for the 
Marshall Plan, that helped 
Western Europe rebuild its 
economies after the 
Second World War. The 
scholarships fund 
outstanding young 
Americans to study at any 
university in the United 
Kingdom. So, the 
gathering that evening 
was about the links 
between Britain and the 
United States, and the 
role of universities in 
cultivating that generosity 
of spirit, epitomized by the 
Marshall Plan, that 
understands the need to 
build peace, not just wage 
war. But it had another 
emotional resonance. Yale 
is one the world’s great 
universities. Yet there was 
a time, between the 1920s 
and 1960s, when it had a 
reputation for being 
guarded about, even 

quietly hostile to, the presence 
of Jews among its students and 
staff. Happily that has not been 
the case since 1960 when its 
President, A. Whitney Griswold, 
issued a directive that religion 
should play no role in the 
admissions process. Today it is 
warmly welcoming to people of 
all faiths and ethnicities. Noting 
that fact, the President pointed 
out that not only was Yale that 
afternoon hosting a rabbi, but 
he too – Salovey – was Jewish 
and the descendant of a great 
rabbinic dynasty. Salovey is an 
Anglicization of the name 
Soloveitchik. 

Thinking back to that occasion, I 
wondered whether there was a 
more than merely family 
connection between the 
university president and his 
great distant relative, Rabbi 
Joseph Soloveitchik, the man 
known to generations of his 
students at Yeshiva University 
as simply, “The Rav.” Was there 
an intellectual and spiritual link 
also, however oblique? There is, 
and it is significant. Peter 
Salovey’s great contribution to 
the thought of our time is the 
concept he formulated together 
with John Mayer in a landmark 
1989 article, namely emotional 
intelligence – popularized in 
1995 by Daniel Goleman’s best-
selling book of the same title. 

Rabbi Sacks on Ha’azinu 

For many decades, IQ, or 
intelligence quotient, focused 
attention on a set of 
cognitive and reasoning tests 
as the primary measure of 
intelligence, itself considered 
as the best indicator of 
ability as, for example, a 
military officer. It took 
another brilliant Jewish 
psychologist of our time, 
Howard Gardner (of 
Harvard), to break this 
paradigm and argue for the 
idea of multiple intelligences. 
Solving puzzles is not the 
only skill that matters. What 
Salovey and Mayer did was 
to show that our ability to 
understand and respond to 
not only our own emotions 
but also those of others is an 
essential element of success 
in many fields, indeed of 
human interaction in general. 
There are fundamental 
elements of our humanity 
that have to do with the way 
we feel, not just the way we 
think. Even more 
importantly, we need to 
understand how other people 
feel – the gift of empathy – if 
we are to form a meaningful 
bond with them. That is what 
the Torah is referring to 
when it says, “Do not 
oppress a stranger because 
you know what it feels like to 
be a stranger” (Ex. 23:9). 
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ARTSCROLL  1100 
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HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL 1205 
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Times 

Candle Lighting 6:03 pm 

Mincha 6:05 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 4:55 pm 

Mincha 5:55 pm 

Shabbat Ends 7:09 pm 

Sun. - Fri.    
Week’s Schedule 

 

See Page 3 

 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

Oct. 12 9:51/10:48 am 

Oct. 19 9:54/10:49 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Chol HaMoed Sukkot 

Candle Lighting 5:53 pm 

Mincha 5:55 pm                 

Kiddush is sponsored by Talia & Sol Goldwyn                                              

in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Oliver 

Bar Mitzvah                              

of                                                      

Oliver Goldwyn 

Kiddush on the first day of Sukkot in the Helene M. Fink Sukkah 

is sponsored by Diane & David Rein                                                   

in memory of their parents                                                          

Helene M. Fink z”l and Howard Rein z”l 

Bima Flowers for Sukkot are sponsored by                                         

Gail & Joe Notovitz and Farla & William Frumkin                                        

in memory of their mother Miriam Frumkin z”l 
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Emotions matter. They guide our choices. They move us to 
action. Intellect alone cannot do this. It has been a failing of 
intellectuals throughout history to believe that all we need to 
do is to think straight and we will act well. It isn’t so. Without 
a capacity for sympathy and empathy, we become more like a 
computer than a human being, and that is fraught with 
danger. It was precisely this point – the need for emotional 
intelligence – about which Rabbi Soloveitchik spoke in one of 
his most moving addresses, ‘A Tribute to the Rebbetzin of 
Talne.’ People, he said, are mistaken when they think there is 
only one Mesorah, one Jewish tradition handed on through the 
generations. In fact, he said, there are two: one handed down 
by fathers, the other by mothers. He quoted the famous verse 
from Proverbs 1:8, “Listen, my son, to the instruction of your 
father (mussar avikha), and do not forsake the teaching of 
your mother (torat imekha).” These are two distinct but 
interwoven strands of the religious personality. 

From a father, he said, we learn how to read a text, 
comprehend, analyze, conceptualize, classify, infer and apply. 
We also learn how to act: what to do and what not to do. The 
father-tradition is “an intellectual-moral one.” Turning to “the 
teaching of your mother,” Soloveitchik became personal, 
speaking of what he learned from his own mother. From her, 
he said: I learned that Judaism expresses itself not only in 
formal compliance with the law but also in a living experience. 
She taught me that there is a flavor, a scent and warmth to 
mitzvot. I learned from her the most important thing in life – 
to feel the presence of the Almighty and the gentle pressure 
of His hand resting upon my frail shoulders. Without her 
teachings, which quite often were transmitted to me in 
silence, I would have grown up a soulless being, dry and 
insensitive. 

To put it in other words: Torat imekha is about emotional 
intelligence. I have long felt that alongside Rabbi 
Soloveitchik’s great essay, Halakhic Man, there was another 
one he might have written called Aggadic Woman. Halakhah is 
an intellectual-moral enterprise. But aggadah, the non-

halakhic dimension of rabbinic Judaism, is directed to the 
broader aspects of what it is to be a Jew. It is written in 
narrative rather than law. It invites us to enter the minds and 
hearts of our spiritual forebears, their experiences and 
dilemmas, their achievements and their pain. It is the 
emotional dimension of the life of faith. Speaking personally, I 
am disinclined to think of this in terms of a male-female 
dichotomy. We are all called on to develop both sensibilities. 
But they are radically different. Halakhah is part of Torat  
Cohanim, Judaism’s priestly voice. In the Torah, its key verbs 

are le-havdil, to distinguish/analyze/categorize, and le-horot, 
to instruct/guide/issue a ruling. But in Judaism there is also a 
prophetic voice. The key words for the prophet are tzedek      
u-mishpat, righteousness and justice, and hessed                                
ve-rahamim, kindness and compassion. These are about I-
Thou relationships, between humans, and between us and 
God. 

The priest thinks in terms of universal rules that are eternally 
valid. The prophet is attuned to the particularities of a given 
situation and the relationships between those involved. The 
prophet has emotional intelligence. He or she (there were, of 
course, women prophets: Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, 
Abigail, Huldah and Esther) reads the mood of the moment 
and how it relates to longstanding relationships. The prophet 
hears the silent cry of the oppressed, and the incipient anger 
of Heaven. Without the law of the priest, Judaism would have 
no structure or continuity. But without the emotional                         
intelligence of the prophet, it would become, as Rav                      
Soloveitchik said, soulless, dry and insensitive. 

Which brings us to our parsha. In Ha’azinu, Moses does the 
unexpected but necessary thing. He teaches the Israelites a 
song. He moves from prose to poetry, from speech to music, 
from law to literature, from plain speech to vivid metaphor: 
Listen, heavens, and I will speak; And let the earth hear the 
words of my mouth. May my teaching fall like rain, My 
speech flow down like dew; Like gentle rain on tender plants, 
Like showers on the grass. (Deut. 32:1-2) Why? Because at 
the very end of his life, the greatest of all the prophets 
turned to emotional intelligence, knowing that unless he did 
so, his teachings might enter the minds of the Israelites but 
not their hearts, their passions, their emotive DNA. It is         
feelings that move us to act, give us the energy to aspire, 
and fuel our ability to hand on our commitments to those 
who come after us. 

Without the prophetic passion of an Amos, a Hosea, an            
Isaiah, a Jeremiah, without the music of the Psalms and the 
songs of the Levites in the Temple, Judaism would have been 
a plant without water or sunlight; it would have withered and 
died. Intellect alone does not inspire in us the passion to 
change the world. To do that you have to take thought and 
turn it into song. That is Ha’azinu, Moses’ great hymn to 
God’s love for His people and his role in ensuring, as Martin 
Luther King put it, that “the arc of the moral universe is long 
but it bends towards justice.” In Ha’azinu, the man of                   
intellect and moral courage becomes the figure of emotional 
intelligence, allowing himself to be, in Judah Halevi’s lovely 
image, the harp for God’s song. 

This is a life-changing idea: If you want to change lives, 
speak to people’s feelings, not just to their minds. Enter their 
fears and calm them. Understand their anxieties and allay 
them. Kindle their hopes and instruct them. Raise their sights 
and enlarge them. Humans are more than algorithms. We are 
emotion-driven beings. Speak from the heart to the heart, 
and mind and deed will follow. 

 



 

KOL NIDREI FOOD DRIVE, LULAV & ETROG SALE, SUKKOT SCHEDULE & AIPAC DISCOUNT 

Sunday, Oct. 13 - Erev Sukkot 
Shacharit: 7:30/8:30 am 

Candle Lighting: 6:00 pm 

Mincha: 6:00 pm 

Kiddush after: 6:58 pm 

 

Monday, Oct. 14 - Sukkot I 

Shacharit: 8:00/9:00/9:15 am 

Open Sukkah @ Polakoff Sukkah: 4:30 pm 

Mincha: 6:00 pm 

Candle Lighting & Prep for 2nd day: 6:58 pm 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 15 - Sukkot II 

Shacharit: 8:00/9:00/9:15 am 

Mincha: 6:00 pm 

Yom Tov ends: 7:04 pm 

 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 16 - Chol HaMoed I 

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Mincha: 6:00 pm 

 

Thursday, Oct. 17 - Chol HaMoed II 

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Mincha: 6:00 pm 

 

Friday, Oct. 18 - Chol HaMoed III 

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Candle Lighting: 5:53 pm 

Mincha: 5:55 pm 

 

 

 
Great Neck Synagogue                                                     

KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE 
 

Please pick up bags in GNS lobby  

Please fill this bag with: 
CHEERIOS, TUNA FISH, PASTA, COFFEE, TEA,                                     

PEANUT BUTTER, DRIED BEANS, GRAPE JUICE,                
SOUP, CRACKERS, DIAPERS  

And return it to: 
Great Neck Synagogue  

ON or BEFORE Kol Nidre Night 
 

“Surely this is the fast I choose…                                     
Share your food with the hungry”   
                                             Isaiah 

FOOD WILL GO TO LONG ISLAND                                     

FOOD PANTRIES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GNS YOUTH YOM KIPPUR SCHEDULE & EREV SUKKOT TRIPS 

Tuesday Evening - Kol Nidrei 
6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Supervised child care with Josefina & Coaches  
Braun Youth Center 

 

Wednesday - Yom Kippur Day 

 

Preschool Schedule 

9:00-11:00  
Supervised child care with Josephina (Chalfin Room) 
 

11:00-12:30 

Regular Shabbat groups - Mommy & Me room open  
for play - no services with Morah Zehava 

 

12:30-3:00 

Supervised child care with Josefina                                          
(left side Braun Youth Center) 
 

3:00-4:00 

Break 

 

4:00-7:15  
Supervised child care with Josefina                                             
(left side Braun Youth Center)  
 

Youth Schedule - Grades 1-6 

9:00-11:00  
Grades 1-4 Supervised play in Braun Youth Center 
(left side) 
Grade 5 & up Youth Minyan Braun Youth Center 
 

11:00-11:45  
Grades 1-2 (boys and girls) downstairs lunchroom 
Grades 3-4 (boys and girls) upstairs classrooms  
 

11:45-12:30  
Girls - Grades 1-4 upstairs classrooms 
Boys - Grades 1-4 downstairs lunchroom 

 

Grades 5-7 Braun Youth Center 
 

12:30-3:00 

Activities with sports coaches                                  
right side Braun Youth Center  
 

3:00-4:00 

Break 

 

4:00-7:15  
Activities with sports coaches                                                  
right side Braun Youth Center 



 

GNS SUKKOT EVENTS 



 

OPERATION PEACE OF MIND IN GREAT NECK 



 

MEN’S CLUB EVENTS 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5780                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Mazal Tov to Debbie & Hal Chadow on the birth of a            
grandson born to their children Yaakov & Meirav Rabizadeh.  

Mazal Tov to Rachel & Ben Feintuch on the birth of a  
daughter.  

BAR AND BAT MITZVAH PROJECT WITH THE JDC 

If you are interested in a bar or bat mitzvah project with the JDC, 
the leading Jewish humanitarian organization, then consider My 
JDC Mitzvah Project. For more information, please contact Sophia 
Rein at reins@ramaz.org. 

HOLOCAUST WALL                                                                                     
We are asking people who donated pictures for the Holocaust 
Wall to call the office and identify their photo and who is in it.  

SISTERHOOD MEETING 

Please join us on Monday, October 7th at 8:00 pm for our 
Sisterhood monthly meeting. It will be held at the home of 
Robyn Blumner, 88 Old Pond Road. Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend! 

MIKVAH HOURS FOR OCTOBER & YOM KIPPUR                                            
The North Shore Mikvah hours for the month of October are 
6:30 - 10:30 pm.  
The North Shore Mikvah will be open for men only on Erev Yom 
Kippur, October 8th from 5AM-3PM. Men must bring their 
own towels. The cost is $36. Sponsorship is available! Platinum: 
500 Gold: 250 Silver: 180 Sponsor 100. Please contact Jenny 
Katz at jenniferfrank2@gmail.com or Zehava Atlas at                    
zehavaatlas18@gmail.com for more information. 

MEN’S CLUB EVENTS 

Sun. Oct. 27th at 10:00 am: Rabbi Evan Hoffman will be 
speaking on a topic entitled “Deadly Betrayal.” 
ANNUAL DINNER 

Please join us on Saturday night, Nov. 9th at 7:00 pm for a 
“Night of Laughs & Intrigue.” Cost is $75/pp for MC members 
and $90/pp for non-MC members. New location is Temple Beth 
EL of Great Neck with a great new dinner menu. RSVP with Mark 
Friedman or the GNS office.  

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, ads, 
sponsorships and any other material by Monday, October 
28th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you very much 
to our SCOPE sponsors for their strong support by sponsoring 3 
issues for a total cost of $100 for the year. We strongly        
encourage others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have 
their names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 
or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 

SHED THE MEDS 

The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District invites its                        
residents to SHED THE MEDS on Sunday, October 20th from 
10:30 am-1:30 pm. Residents can drop off pharmaceutical 
waste at the district’s drive-thru located at 236 East Shore Road 
in Great Neck.  

NSHA OPEN HOUSE                                                                 
Save the NEW Date - Open Campus Day and BBQ at NSHA -  
Sunday, November 10th, 16 Cherry Lane, Great Neck, NY  
Prospective AND Current NSHA Families - join us for a Sunday 
Funday NSHA experience including Early Childhood programming, 
simulated classrooms, science lab live, ed-tech pop up, music, 
sports, NSHA Mercaz After School Activities and much more!   
10:00-11:00: Prospective family breakfast with NSHA            
administration and faculty  
11:00-1:00: Open campus events and BBQ for prospective and 
current NSHA families. Activities for parents and children of all 
ages!  
Register and read on about NSHA Open Campus Day at 
www.nsha.org/campusday. The best way to experience our           
exceptional academic programming is to visit us during a school 
day and see our talented and passionate faculty in action.              
Schedule a private tour at www.nsha.org/admissions/tour.             
Questions about admissions? Contact Abigail Weiss 
aweiss@nsha.org/ (516) 487-8687 Ext. 167 

YESHIVA HAR TORAH OPEN HOUSE 

Please join us at Yeshiva Har Torah's Open House on Monday, 
November 4th at 7:15PM. Experience firsthand what makes our 
school, award-winning faculty, parent body, and administration so 
unique. Nursery transportation options are available. To find out 
more about the admissions process, call us at (718) 343-2533  

or register for the Open House at www.hartorah.org. We look 
forward to seeing you on Nov 4th!   

Sunday, 14 Tishrei 
Lev Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Semyon Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Phyllis Ringel for Charles Gitter 
Jack Lemonik for Anne S. Lemonik 

Asher Pirouzian for Roya Sarah Pirouzian 

Monday, 15 Tishrei 
Harold Domnitch for Goldie Domnitch 

Murray Weiss for Ellen Weiss 
Tuesday, 16 Tishrei 

Paul Brody for Rabbi Jacob Brown 

Wednesday, 17 Tishrei 
William Frumkin for Miriam Frumkin 

Gail Notovitz for Miriam Frumkin 

Myra Honig for Leah Mathews 
Sharon Goldwyn for Sadie Skolnick 

Thursday, 18 Tishrei 
Rita Litvin for Elya Marianovsky 

Susan Frisch for Katalin Samelson 

Flori Silverstein for Stanley Silverstein 

Ami Reines for Stanley Silverstein 

Michael Leventhal for Stanley Silverstein 

Friday, 19 Tishrei 
Steven Blumner for Henry Blumner 

William Helmreich for Alan Helmreich 

Helaine Helmreich for Alan Helmreich 

Steven Mermelstein for Martin Mermelstein 

Myles Mittleman for Blanche Mittleman 

Roselin Wagner for Louis Seider 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM THANKS YOU VERY MUCH 

The GNS Bikur Cholim is grateful for the tremendous outpouring 
of support from so many members who sponsored beautiful 
Rosh Hashanah flowers, CD players and delivered delicious Yom 
Tov challah/dessert to approximately thirty ill/homebound  
members. Thank you to our generous sponsors (in ABC order): 
GNS Sisterhood; Devorah & Phil Hanfling; Helaine & William 
Helmreich; Debbie & Robert Hollander; Lisa & Erran Kagan; 
Dahlia & Mervin Klein; Tina Machnikoff; Annie & Robert                        
Mendelson; Rivka & Carl Rosenberg; Michelle & Norman Rutta; 
Rachel & Chazzan Yitzy Spinner; Jill & Ron Swartz. Thank you to 
our amazing volunteers who delivered challah/dessert (in ABC 
order): Sharon Ahdut and Sarah Ahdut; Lida Esrail; Sara            
Feldschreiber and Molly Feldschreiber; Rebbetzin Katie Lichter; 
Rebbetzin Ellen Polakoff; Rachel Spinner; Marci Rabinowitz. 
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