
The parsha of Noach 
brings to a close the 
eleven chapters that 
precede the call to 
Abraham and the 
beginning of the special 
relationship between him 
and his descendants, and 
God. During these eleven 
chapters, the Torah gives 
prominence to four 
stories: Adam and Eve, 
Cain and Abel, Noah and 
the generation of the 
Flood, and the Tower of 
Babel. Each of these 
stories involves an 
interaction between God 
and humanity. Each 
represents another step 
in the maturation of 
humanity. If we trace the 
course of these stories, 
we can discover a 
connection that goes 
deeper than chronology, 
a developmental line in 
the narrative of the 
evolution of humanity. 

The first story is about 
Adam and Eve and the 
forbidden fruit. Once they 
have eaten, and 
discovered shame, God 
asks them what they 
have done: And He said, 
“Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to 
eat from?” The man said, 
“The woman You put 
here with me – she gave 
me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it.” Then 

the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this you have 
done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.” (3:11 –13) Faced with 
primal failure, the man blames 
the woman, the woman blames 
the serpent. Both deny 
personal responsibility: it 
wasn’t me; it wasn’t my fault. 
This is the birth of what today 
is called the victim culture. 

The second drama is about 
Cain and Abel. Both bring 
offerings. Abel’s is accepted, 
Cain’s is not – why this is so is 
not relevant here. In his anger, 
Cain kills Abel. Again, there is 
an exchange between a human 
being and God: Then the Lord 
said to Cain, “Where is your 
brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” 
he replied. “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” The Lord said, “What 
have you done? Listen! Your 
brother’s blood cries out to Me 
from the ground (49:9-10). 
Once again, the theme is 
responsibility, but in a different 
sense. Cain does not deny 
personal responsibility. He 
does not say, “It wasn’t me.” 
He denies moral responsibility. 
“I am not my brother’s 
keeper.” I am not responsible 
for his safety. Yes, I did it 
because I felt like it. Cain has 
not yet learned the difference 
between “I can” and “I may.” 

The third is the story of Noah. 
Noah is introduced with great 
expectations: “He will comfort 
us” (5:29), says his father 
Lamech, giving him his name. 
This is the one to redeem 
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man’s failure, to offer 
comfort for “the earth which 
God cursed.” Yet though 
Noah is a righteous man, he 
is not a hero. Noah does not 
save humanity. He saves 
only himself, his family and 
the animals he takes with 
him in the ark. The Zohar 
contrasts him unfavorably 
with Moses: Moses prayed 
for his generation, Noah did 
not. In the end, his failure 
to take responsibility for 
others diminishes him as 
well: in the last scene we 
see him drunk and exposed 
in his tent. In the words of 
the Midrash, “he profaned 
himself and became 
profaned.” One cannot be a 
sole survivor and still 
survive. Sauve-qui- peut 
(“let everyone who can, 
save himself”) is not a 
principle of Judaism. We 
have to do what we can to 
save others, not just 
ourselves. Noah failed the 
test of collective 
responsibility. 

The fourth is the enigmatic 
story of the Tower of Babel. 
The sin of its builders is 
unclear but is indicated by 
two key words in the text. 
The story is framed, 
beginning and end, with the 
phrase kol ha’aretz, “the 
whole earth” (11:1, 8). In 
between, there is a series of 
similar sounding words: 
sham (there), shem 
(name), and shamayim 
(heaven). The story of 
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Babel is a drama about the two key words of the first 
sentence of the Torah: “In the beginning God created 
heaven (shamayim) and earth (aretz)” (1:1). Heaven is the 
domain of God; earth is the domain of man. By attempting 
to build a tower that would “reach heaven,” the builders of 
Babel were men trying to be like gods. This story seems to 
have little to do with responsibility, and to be focusing on a 
different issue than do the first three. However, not 
accidentally does the word responsibility suggest                       
response-ability. The Hebrew equivalent, aĥrayut, comes 
from the word aĥer, meaning “an other.” Responsibility is 
always a response to something or someone. In Judaism, it 
means response to the command of God. By attempting to 
reach heaven, the builders of Babel were in effect saying: 
we are going to take the place of God. We are not going to 
respond to His law or respect His boundaries, not going to 
accept His Otherness. We are going to create an 
environment where we rule, not Him, where the Other is 
replaced by Self. Babel is the failure of ontological 
responsibility – the idea that something beyond us makes a 
call on us. 

What we see in Genesis 1–11 is an exceptionally tightly 
constructed four-act drama on the theme of responsibility 
and moral development, presenting the maturation of 
humanity, as echoing the maturation of the individual. The 
first thing we learn as children is that our acts are under 
our control (personal responsibility). The next is that not 
everything we can do, we may do (moral responsibility). 
The next stage is the realization that we have a duty not 
just to ourselves but to those on whom we have an 
influence (collective responsibility). Ultimately, we learn 
that morality is not a mere human convention but is written 
into the structure of existence. There is an Author of being, 
therefore there is an Authority beyond mankind to whom, 
when acting morally, we respond (ontological 
responsibility). 

This is developmental psychology as we have come to know 
it through the work of Jean Piaget, Eric Erikson, Lawrence 
Kohlberg and Abraham Maslow. The subtlety and depth of 
the Torah is remarkable. It was the first, and is still the 
greatest, text on the human condition and our psychological 
growth from instinct to conscience, from “dust of the earth” 
to the morally responsible agent the Torah calls “the image 
of God.” 

 

 

Schedule of Classes 

 

Scholars’ Kollel Schedule:  
Monday - Friday : 8:30 - 10:00 am 

 

MONDAYS 

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Tanach 8:00 – 9:00 pm                     
(Beit Midrash) Begins 10/28 

This class will learn Sefer Yishayahu (Isaiah), a book of         
consolation that carries the message that G-d will redeem 

Israel from exile.  

Rabbi Dale Polakoff - Talmud 9:00 – 10:00 pm 
(Swartz home) Begins 10/28                                          

Discover the deeper teachings of Masechet Sotah.  

TUESDAYS 

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Parsha 7:00 – 7:30 pm                 
(Chalfin Room) Begins 10/29 

1st-5th graders learn the Parsha with an opportunity to 
share a dvar Torah at the Shabbat table.  

Chazzan Yitzy Spinner - Tefillah  (Beit Midrash) 
The dates and topics of Chazzan Spinner’s class will be               

forthcoming after Yom Tov. Please stay tuned! 
 

 

WEDNESDAYS 

Rabbi Yossi Singer - Talmud  8:00 - 9:00 pm 
(Weinstein Room) Continues on 10/23 

Join a class that has been going strong for over 30 years. 
Learning Masechet Sanhedrin.                                 

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Halacha 9:00 – 10:30 pm 
(rotating homes) Begins 11/6 

Join this growing shiur focused on exploring the world of           
halacha and hashkafa.                                        

THURSDAYS 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff - Chumash 9:15 – 10:30 am 
(Chalfin Room) Continues on 10/24 

This Women’s Chumash Class takes an in-depth look at Sefer 
Bamidbar and relates the mitzvot and narratives of the Torah 

to our daily lives.                                                                                              

Rabbi Ian Lichter - Hashkafa 6:45 - 7:30 pm 
(Weinstein Technology Rm.) Begins 10/24 

A class for High School teenagers with pizza & schmoozing.                                                        

Rabbi Dale Polakoff - Chumash 8:00 – 9:00 pm 
(Chalfin Room) Begins 10/24 

This Power Chumash class utilizes the breadth of Torah          
commentaries in dissecting passages in the Torah to provide 

a broad picture into isolated mitzvot: Sefer Shemot.                                                   
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OPERATION PEACE OF MIND IN GREAT NECK 



 

MEN’S CLUB ANNUAL DINNER & NSHA OPEN HOUSE   



 

EVENTS IN NOVEMBER 



 

THANKSGIVING CHESSED 

This year for Thanksgiving 

You can really give thanks and be giving! 
 

Buy a Thanksgiving Dinner for a 

resident at Arrandale Senior Housing 

and make your parents proud of you. 
 

 

 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _____________________________________________                                                  
Email: _______________________________________________ 

Meals purchased in memory/ in honor of:____________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed: _________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

 We are also looking for a limited number of volunteers (ALL AGES)  
to help serve the dinner, clean up, play music, sing & talk to the residents 

I would like to volunteer on Thursday, Nov. 28th      11:30 am - 2:00 pm 

Food Server:_______________        Other Talent:____________________ 

Volunteer Names & Kids’ Ages:  _________________________________ 

Co-Sponsored by: GNS Hunger Initiative, Sisterhood & Women’s Tefila  
For more info: email lisslev@verizon.net or text 516-770-3572 

Please return to: GNS   26 Old Mill Road     Great Neck, NY 11023 

$18 can sponsor a dinner 
in honor of/in memory of your parents 

 

mailto:lisslev@verizon.net
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5780                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Tuesdays 10:00-12:00; Thursdays 1:00-3:00. He can           
always be reached via cell 516.637.3674/dpolakoff@gns.org.  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Mazal Tov to Sharona & Ben Ohebshalom on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter Rachel.  

Guests of Honor:  
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch and Erica & Eliot Heisler  

HOLOCAUST WALL                                                                                     
We are asking people who donated pictures for the Holocaust 
Wall to call the office and identify their photo and who is in it.  

MEN’S CLUB ANNUAL DINNER 

Please join us on Saturday night, Nov. 9th at 7:00 pm for a 
“Night of Laughs & Intrigue.” Cost is $75/pp for MC members 
and $90/pp for non-MC members. New location is Temple Beth 
EL of Great Neck with a great new dinner menu. RSVP with 
Mark Friedman or the GNS office.  

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, 
ads, sponsorships and any other material by today Monday, 
October 28th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you! 

NSHA OPEN HOUSE                                                                 
Save the NEW Date - Open Campus Day and BBQ at NSHA -  
Sunday, November 10th, 16 Cherry Lane, Great Neck, NY  
Prospective AND Current NSHA Families - join us for a Sunday 
Funday NSHA experience including Early Childhood                                        
programming, simulated classrooms, science lab live, ed-tech 
pop up, music, sports, NSHA Mercaz After School Activities and 
much more!   
10:00-11:00: Prospective family breakfast with NSHA            
administration and faculty  
11:00-1:00: Open campus events and BBQ for prospective and 
current NSHA families. Activities for parents and children of all 
ages! Register and read on about NSHA Open Campus Day at 
www.nsha.org/campusday. The best way to experience our    
exceptional academic programming is to visit us during a school 
day and see our talented and passionate faculty in action. 
Schedule a private tour at www.nsha.org/admissions/tour.             
Questions about admissions? Contact Abigail Weiss 
aweiss@nsha.org/(516) 487-8687 Ext. 167 

YESHIVA HAR TORAH OPEN HOUSE 

Please join us at Yeshiva Har Torah's Open House on Monday, 
November 4th at 7:15PM. Experience firsthand what makes 
our school, award-winning faculty, parent body, and                                           
administration so unique. Nursery transportation options are 
available. To find out more about the admissions process, call us 
at (718) 343-2533. 

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next time Chaverim will meet will be on Wednesday,          
November 6th with Rebbetzin Abby Lerner.  

Saturday, 4 Cheshvan 

Marc Epstein for Toby Epstein 

Ilene Shuman for Ida Tubachnick 

Sunday, 5 Cheshvan 

Stuart Braunstein for Stanley Braunstein 

Harriet Schimel for Get Hausman 

Leon Miller for Ira Miller 
Albert Safdieh for Julia Safdieh 

Pari Schwartz for Kahtoun Torkan 

Monday, 6 Cheshvan 

Paul Brody for Joseph Brody 

Tuesday, 7 Cheshvan 

Eli Engelstein for Abraham Engelstein 

Jill Swartz for Harvey Kronish 

Wednesday, 8 Cheshvan 

Laurie Mermelstein for Carl Berlin 

Leo Mindick for Hyman Rubinstein 

Harold Domnitch for Alice Smoklow 

Thursday, 9 Cheshvan 

Felix Glaubach for Cyrilie Glaubach 

Friday, 10 Cheshvan 

Sharon Janovich for Joseph Janovich 

Marc Kalter for Harold Kalter 
Albert Miller for Israel Miller 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Abraham Rabinowitz 
Shulamit Soleimani for Aharon Shraga 

THANK YOU FROM THE ISHOVSKYS                                                                                   
Helen and Harvey Ishofsky would like to express a heartfelt 
thanks to the GNS Men's Club, Rabbi Polakoff, Rabbi Lichter, 
Rabbi Sturm, Netti Herman and the entire Great Neck                               
community for their amazing support for the Project Renewal 
Program on Kidney Donation on behalf of Harvey. We are so 
grateful to be part of this wonderful and caring community. 

GNS YOUTH INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR PARENTS                                        
There is a meeting for an informational session for parents of 
new youth leaders on Tuesday 10/29 at 8:30 pm. If you are 
unable to join, please email Rabbi Jensen at                                           
RabbiJensen@gmail.com to discuss an alternative time slot. 

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER FOR 8TH GRADERS                            
Dinner for 8th Graders at GNS at 6:30 pm to be followed by 
Oneg at the Atlas home unit 9:00 pm. RSVP to Rabbi Jensen 
or Dr. Mike.                                

UPCOMING MINI SHABBATONS                                                                  
This Shabbat. Nov. 2nd will be a Mini Shabbaton for girls in 
grades 1-2.  

THANK YOU - KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE                                                                                        
Yasher Koach to all those who generously brought bags of food 
for the GNS Annual Kol Nidre Food Drive. Thanks also to Dario 
and his staff for helping the Hunger Initiative with this                 
program. The people who came to pick up food to bring to a 
Long Island Kosher food pantry couldn't believe how much 
food had been collected. May we all go from strength to 
strength. 

HELP NEEDED! 
Need dedicated person to pick up challah from 91 Baker Hill Rd. 
after 2 pm on Friday and before Shabbat and deliver it to home 
on Old Mill Rd. From December thru March. Please contact               
Cindy Hodkin at KosherCookinggn@gmail.com or 516.317.9632. 

RAFFLE PRIZES FOR GNS ANNUAL DINNER NEEDED 

If you would like to sponsor or partially sponsor two special 
grand prizes for the upcoming annual dinner or if you would 
like to donate a raffle prize, please contact raffle chairs Dina & 
Natan Hamerman (dinahamerman@gmail.com), Michal &           
Steven Rosenzeig (szweig2001@yahoo.com ) or Ilana & Aaron 
Wallenstein (awall27@aol.lcom). Thank you! 

mailto:drein@verizon.net
https://www.yign.org/track.php?id=f563ee8ce72e4d839357c799ae0255c5&color=868585&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yign.org%2Ftrack.php%3Fid%3D81c37a1744ac4df482e55552891a56ad%26amp%3Burl%3Dtel%253A%252528718%252529%252520343-2533
mailto:dinahamerman@gmail.com
mailto:szweig2001@yahoo.com
mailto:awall27@aol.lcom

