
Moses said to the Lord, 
“May the Lord, God of the 
spirits of all flesh, appoint a 
man over this community to 
go out and come in before 
them, one who will lead 
them out and bring them 
in, so the Lord’s people will 
not be like sheep without a 
shepherd.” (Num. 27:15–
17) Moses was in sight of 
the Angel of Death. Miriam 
had died. So had Aaron. 
And God had told Moses 
“you too will be gathered to 
your people, as your 
brother Aaron was.” (Num. 
27:12–13), so he knew he 
was not fated to live long 
enough to cross the Jordan 
and enter the land. Who 
would be his successor? Did 
he have any thoughts on 
the matter? With profound 
attentiveness, the Sages 
noted the immediately 
previous passage. It is the 
story of the daughters of 
Tzelophehad, who claim 
their rights of inheritance in 
the land, despite the fact 
that inheritance passed 
through the male line and 
their father had left no 
sons. Moses brought their 
request to God, who 
answered that it was to be 
granted. 

Against this background, 
the Midrash interprets 
Moses’ thoughts as he 
brings his own request to 
God, that a successor be 
appointed: What was 
Moses’ reason for making 
this request after declaring 
the order of inheritance? 
Just this, that when the 
daughters of Tzelophehad 
inherited from their father, 
Moses reasoned: The time 
is right for me to make my 

own request. If daughters inherit, 
it is surely right that my sons 
should inherit my glory. The Holy 
One, Blessed Be He, said to him, 
“He who keeps the fig tree shall 
eat its fruit” (Prov. 27:18). Your 
sons sat idly by and did not study 
the Torah. Joshua served you 
faithfully and showed you great 
honor. It was he who rose early in 
the morning and remained late at 
night at your House of Assembly. 
He used to arrange the benches 
and spread the mats. Seeing that 
he has served you with all his 
might, he is worthy to serve 
Israel, for he shall not lose his 
reward. This is the unspoken 
drama of the chapter. Not only 
was Moses fated not to enter the 
land, but he was also destined to 
see his sons overlooked in the 
search for a successor. That was 
his second personal tragedy. 

But it is precisely here that we 
find, for the first time, one of 
Judaism’s most powerful 
propositions. Biblical Israel had its 
dynasties. Both Priesthood and, in 
a later age, Kingship were handed 
down from father to son. Yet 
there is a staunchly egalitarian 
strand in Judaism from the 
outset. Ironically, it is given one 
of its most powerful expressions 
in the mouth of the rebel, Korach: 
“All the congregation are holy and 
the Lord is in their midst. Why 
then do you (Moses) set 
yourselves above the 
congregation?” (Num. 16:3). But 
it was not only Korach who gave 
voice to such a sentiment. We 
hear it in the words of Moses 
himself: “Would that all the Lord’s 
people were Prophets and that 
the Lord would put His spirit on 
them” (Num. 11:29). We hear it 
again in the words of Hannah 
when she gives thanksgiving for 
the birth of her son: The Lord 
sends poverty and wealth; He 
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humbles and He exalts. He 
raises the poor from the dust 
and lifts the needy from the 
ash heap; He seats them with 
princes and has them inherit a 
throne of honor (I Sam. 2:7–
8). It is implicit in the great 
holiness command: “The Lord 
said to Moses, ‘Speak to the 
entire assembly of Israel and 
say to them: Be holy, because 
I, the Lord your God, am 
holy’” (Lev. 19:2). This is not 
a call to Priests or Prophets – 
a sacred elite – but to an 
entire people. There is, within 
Judaism a profound egalitarian 
instinct: the concept of a 
nation of individuals standing 
with equal dignity in the 
presence of God. 

Korach was wrong less in what 
he said than in why he said it. 
He was a demagogue 
attempting to seize power. But 
he tapped into a deep 
reservoir of popular feeling 
and religious principle. Jews 
have never been easy to lead 
because each is called on to be 
a leader. What Korach forgot 
is that to be a leader it is also 
necessary to be a follower. 
Leadership presupposes 
discipleship. That is what 
Joshua knew, and what led to 
him being chosen as Moses’ 
successor. The tradition is 
summed up in the famous 
Maimonidean ruling: With 
three crowns was Israel 
crowned – with the crown of 
Torah, the crown of 
Priesthood, and the crown of 
Kingship. The crown of 
Priesthood was bestowed on 
Aaron and his descendants. 
The crown of Kingship was 
conferred on David and his 
successors. But the crown of 
Torah is for all Israel. Whoever 
wishes, let them come and 
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take it. Do not suppose that the other two crowns are greater 
than that of Torah… The crown of Torah is greater than the other 
two crowns. 

This had immense social and political consequences. Throughout 
most of the biblical era, all three crowns were in operation. In 
addition to Prophets, Israel had Kings and an active Priesthood 
serving in the Temple. The dynastic principle – leadership 
passing from father to son – still dominated two of the three 
roles. But with the destruction of the Second Temple, Kingship 
and a functioning Priesthood ceased. Leadership passed to the 
Sages who saw themselves as heirs to the Prophets. We see this 
in the famous one-sentence summary of Jewish history with 
which Tractate Avot begins: “Moses received the Torah from 
Sinai and handed it on to Joshua, who handed it on to the elders, 
the elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets to the men of the 
Great Assembly”. The Rabbis see themselves as heirs to the 
Prophets rather than to the Priests. In biblical Israel, the Priests 
were the primary guardians and teachers of Torah. Why did the 
Rabbis not see themselves as heirs to Aaron and the Priesthood? 
The answer may be this: Priesthood was a dynasty. Prophetic 
leadership, by contrast, could never be predicted in advance. The 
proof was Moses. The very fact that his children did not succeed 
him as leaders of the people may have been an acute distress to 
him but it was a deep consolation to everyone else. It meant that 
anyone, by discipleship and dedication, could aspire to Rabbinic 
leadership and the crown of Torah. 

Hence, we find in the sources a paradox. On the one hand, the 
Torah describes itself as an inheritance: “Moses commanded us 
the Torah as an inheritance [morasha] of the congregation of 
Jacob” (Deut. 33:4). On the other hand, the Sages were insistent 
that Torah is not an inheritance: “R. Yose said: Prepare yourself 
to learn Torah, for it is not given to you as an inheritance 
[yerusha]” (Mishnah Avot 2:12). The simplest resolution of the 
contradiction is that there are two kinds of inheritance. Biblical 
Hebrew contains two different words for what we receive as a 
legacy: yerusha/morasha and nachala. Nachala is related to the 
word nachal, “a river.” It signifies something passed down  
automatically across the generations, as river water flows 
downstream, easily and naturally. Yerusha comes from the root 
yarash, meaning “to take possession.” It refers to something to 
which you have legitimate title, but which you need positive 
action to acquire. 

A hereditary title, such as being a duke or an earl, is passed 
from father to son. So too is a family business. The difference is 
that the first needs no effort on the part of the heir, but the  
second requires hard work if the business is to continue to be 
worth something. Torah is like a business, not a title. It must be 
earned if it is to be sustained. The Sages themselves put it more 
beautifully: “‘Moses commanded us the Torah as an inheritance 
[morasha] of the congregation of Jacob’ – read not ‘inheritance 
[morasha]’ but ‘betrothed [me’orasa]’” (Berachot 57a). By a 
simple change in pronunciation – turning a shin [=“sh”] into a 
sin [=“s”], “inheritance” into “betrothal” – the Rabbis signaled 
that, yes, there is an inheritance relationship between Torah and 
the Jew, but the former has to be loved if it is to be earned. You 
have to love Torah if you are to inherit it. 

The Sages were fully aware of the social implications of R. Yose’s 
dictum that the Torah “is not given to you as an inheritance.” It 
meant that literacy and learning must never become the                      
preserve of an elite: And why is it not usual for scholars to give 
birth to sons who are scholars? Yosef said: So that it should not 
be said that the Torah is their inheritance. (Nedarim 81a) The 
Sages were constantly on their guard against exclusivist             
attitudes to Torah. Equality is never preserved  without vigilance 
– and indeed there were contrary tendencies. We see this in one 
of the debates between the schools of Hillel and Shammai: 
“Raise up many disciples” – The school of Shammai says: A  
person is to teach only one who is wise, humble, of good stock, 
and rich. But the school of Hillel says: Everyone is to be taught. 
For there were many transgressors in Israel who were attracted 
to the study of Torah, and from them sprang righteous, pious, 
and worthy men. To what may it be compared? “To a woman 
who sets a hen to brood on eggs – out of many eggs, she may 
hatch only a few, but out of a few [eggs], she hatches none at 
all.” 

One cannot predict who will achieve greatness. Therefore, Torah 
must be taught to all. A later episode illustrates the virtue of 
teaching everyone: Once Rav came to a certain place where, 
though he had decreed a fast [for rain], no rain fell. Eventually 
someone else stepped forward in front of Rav before the Ark and 
prayed, “Who causes the wind to blow” – and the wind blew. 
Then he prayed, “Who causes the rain to fall” – and the rain fell. 
Rav asked him: What is your occupation [i.e., what is your                 
special virtue that causes God to answer your prayers]? He      
replied: I am a teacher of young children. I teach Torah to the 
children of the poor as well as to the children of the rich. From 
those who cannot afford it, I take no payment. Besides, I have a 
fish pond, and I offer fish to any boy who refuses to study, so 
that he comes to study. (Ta’anit 24a) 

It would be wrong to suppose that these attitudes prevailed in 
all places at all times. No nation achieves perfection. An             
aptitude for learning is not equally distributed within any group. 
There is always a tendency for the most intelligent and scholarly 
to see themselves as more gifted than others and for the rich to 
attempt to purchase a better education for their children than 
the poor. Yet to an impressive – even remarkable – degree, 
Jews were vigilant in ensuring that no one was excluded from 
education and that schools and teachers were paid for by public 
funds. By many centuries, indeed millennia, Jews were the first 
to democratize education. The crown of Torah was indeed open 
to all. Moses’ tragedy was Israel’s consolation. “The Torah is 
their inheritance.” The fact that his successor was not his son, 
but Joshua, his disciple, meant that one form of leadership – 
historically and spiritually the most important of the three 
crowns – could be aspired to by everyone. Dignity is not a         
privilege of birth. Honor is not confined to those with the right 
parents. In the world defined and created by Torah, everyone is 
a potential leader. We can all earn the right to wear the crown. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5779                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

SHABBAT FOOD 

Friday drop-offs are continuing at 91 Baker Hill Rd before 
1:30 pm. Please place wrapped food in coolers on front 
porch.  

Mazal Tov to Michele & Howie Wolf on the birth of a 
grandson, born to their children Jamie & Justin                  
Greenberger.  

Mazal Tov to Michelle & Ethan Heisler on the                              
engagement of their son Kyle to Jackie Olemberg,  
daughter of Robert & Jennifer Olemberg of Miami.   

BIKUR CHOLIM 

If you would like to volunteer to call, visit and/or deliver 
homemade or store bought challah/dessert on behalf of 
Bikur Cholim, please contact Diane Rein 
at drein@verizon.net. This is also a great opportunity for 
bar and bat mitzvah chesed projects. 

MEN’S CLUB EVENTS                                                                              
Sunday, September 8th at 1:00 pm: NY Jets vs                 
Buffalo Bills: Tickets are $110 per seat and $90 for MC 
members.  

Sunday, September 22nd at 9:30 am: Fishing Trip 

SUMMER SERIES PROGRAMS 

A) Tues. evening July 23rd at 7:00: Summer Series 
Lecture will be with Sandra Rapoport. She will speak 
on the topic of “A Biblical ‘Tale of Love and Darkness: 
Moses, Zipporah and the incident at the Inn.”  

B) Sun. morning July 28th at 9:15 am: Summer        
Series Lecture with Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg. He 
will speak on “Ahavat Yisrael During the Three Weeks.” 

To dedicate a lecture, please contact the synagogue office 
at 516.487.6100.  

GNS AUGUST CHESSED VOLUNTEERS                                                                        
Volunteers needed to chair the GNS August Chesed - 
School Supply collection. Please email mtwersky@gns.org 
or contact Sharon Goldwyn at sgdesignermom@aol.com or 
917.287.7334. 

BIKE4CHAI                                                                                                                                                                       
On August 14 and 15, Gavi and Chazzan Yitzy Spinner 
will participate in Bike 4 Chai, a 180 mile cycling challenge 
to raise funds for Chai Lifeline in honor of Gavi’s upcoming 
Bar Mitzvah. The finish line will be Camp Simcha, a              
summer camp for children with cancer and other                                
life-threatening  illnesses. Please donate to their page to 
help support this amazing organization. Thank you!                                                 
https://www.bike4chai.com/spinner. 

HASHKAMA MINYAN KIDDUSH                                                   
Hashkama Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Alan & Lyle 
Mitzner in honor of their parents Ruth & Milton Mitzner.  

Saturday, 24 Tammuz 

Sharon Twersky for Hannah Leff 
Norman Rutta for Abraham Rutta 

Sunday, 25 Tammuz 

Marc Gottlieb for Rachel Gottlieb 

Marc Gottlieb for Shlomo Schwartzman 

Monday, 26 Tammuz 

Isaac Kohannim for Shokrollah ben Avraham Hakohen 

Janet Kashani for Avraham ben Elyahoo 

Robert Mendelson for Walter Mendelson 

Amy Goldberg-Reiss for Florence Reifle 

Phyllis Jadidian for Hyman Shapiro 

Tuesday, 27 Tammuz 

Eliot Heisler for Sharon Sokol Heisler 
Deborah Hollander for Sharon Sokol Heisler 

Martin Sokol for Sharon Sokol Heisler 
Joseph Sokol for Sharon Sokol Heisler 
Nathaniel Weisel for Mortimer Weisel 

Wednesday, 28 Tammuz 

Ada Berkowitz for Israel Hass 
Alisa Hoenig for Augusta Olen 

Mansour Farhadian for Morad Sohayegh 

Thursday, 29 Tammuz 

Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun for                                                           
Avraham Shlomo ben Yisrael Aharon 

Adam Zalta for Maurice Zalta 

Friday, 1 Av 

Marcelle Greenwald for Marvin Greenwald 

Ivan Seidle for Hymie Seidle 

GNS JULY CHESSED                                                                         
Drop off cell phones, shoes, eyeglasses and sunglasses 
during the month of July at either the Blumner home, 88 
Old Pond Rd. or the Ambalo home, 11 William Penn. Please 
leave items by the garage.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next Chaverim Center will be this Wed., July 24th 
from 11:30-2:00. Program will be based on the book 
“What We Keep: 150 People Share the One Object that 
Brings Them Joy, Magic and Meaning” by Bill Shapiro and 
Naomi Wax. Chaverim should remember to bring their one 
object to talk about.  

Robert Spitalnick and Family would like to thank Rabbis                 

Polakoff and Lichter and the entire community for their                     

outpouring of support following the passing of his beloved father, 

Irving Spitalnick z”l.  

NSHA/NSHAHS SUMMER OUTING AND SOIREE                         
at Fresh Meadow Country Club - Monday, July 29, 2019                                              
North Shore Hebrew Academy invites all to its 16th Annual 
Summer Outing and Soirée honoring our outgoing High 
School PTA President, Pam Goldman, our outgoing                           
Elementary School PTA President and current Board member 
Anita and Farzan Kashimallak and Julie Gross ’08 who will 
be receiving the Young Alumni Award. Enjoy the magnificent 
Fresh Meadow Country Club including its 18 hole Colt &           
Alison designed golf course and tennis tournaments and    
clinics on Har Tru courts. Join us for spa services, separate 
men and women swimming hours, fitness classes, canasta 
and Mahjong, boutique shopping, all day gourmet BBQ, and 
an evening cocktail party and a lavish buffet dinner. This 
event is not to be missed and all proceeds benefit the North 
Shore Hebrew Academy. Register and view the full schedule 
and sponsorship opportunities at www.nsha.org/summer. 
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