
The year is 1933. Two Jews 
are sitting in a Viennese 
coffee house, reading the 
news. One is reading the 
local Jewish paper, the other 
the notoriously antisemitic 
publication Der Stürmer. 
“How can you possibly read 
that revolting rubbish?” says 
the first. The second smiles. 
“What does your paper say? 
Let me tell you: ‘The Jews 
are assimilating.’ ‘The Jews 
are arguing.’ ‘The Jews are 
disappearing.’ Now let me 
tell you what my paper 
says: ‘The Jews control the 
banks.’ ‘The Jews control the 
media.’ ‘The Jews control 
Austria.’ ‘The Jews control 
the world.’ My friend, if you 
want good news about the 
Jews, always read the 
antisemites.” An old and 
bitter joke. Yet it has a point 
and a history and it begins 
with this week’s parsha. 
Some of the most beautiful 
things ever said about the 
Jewish people were said by 
Bilaam: “Who can count the 
dust of Jacob… May my final 
end be like theirs!... How 
beautiful are your tents, 
Jacob, your dwelling places, 
Israel! …A star will come out 
of Jacob; a scepter will rise 
out of Israel.” 

Bilaam was no friend of the 
Jews. Having failed to curse 
them, he eventually devised 
a plan that worked. He 
suggested that Moabite 
women seduce Israelite men 
and then invite them to take 
part in their idolatrous 
worship. 24,000 people died 
in the subsequent plague 

that struck the people (Num. 25, 
31:16). Bilaam is numbered by the 
rabbis as one of only four non-

royals mentioned in the Tanach 
who are denied a share in the 
World to Come (Sanhedrin 90a). 
Why then did God choose that 
Israel be blessed by Bilaam? 
Surely there is a principle 
Megalgelim zechut al yedei zakai: 
“Good things come about through 
good people” (Tosefta Yoma 4:12). 
Why did this good thing come 
about through a bad man? The 
answer lies in the principle stated 
in Proverbs (27:2): “Let someone 
else praise you, and not your own 
mouth; an outsider, and not your 
own lips.” Tanach is perhaps the 
least self-congratulatory national 
literature in history. Jews chose to 
record for history their faults, not 
their virtues. Hence it was 
important that their praise come 
from an outsider, and one not 
known to like them. Moses 
rebuked the people. Bilaam, the 
outsider, praised them.  

That said, however, what is the 
meaning of one of the most 
famous descriptions ever given of 
the people Israel: “It is a nation 
dwelling alone, not reckoned 
among the nations.”? (Num. 23:9) 
I have argued against the 
interpretation that has become 
popular in modern times, namely 
that it is Israel’s destiny to be 
isolated, friendless, hated, 
abandoned and alone, as if 
antisemitism were somehow 
written into the script of history. It 
isn’t. None of the prophets said so. 
To the contrary, they believed that 
the nations of the world would 
eventually recognize Israel’s God 
and come to worship Him in the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Zechariah 

Rabbi Sacks on Balak & Laws for The Three Weeks 

(8:23) foresees a day when 
“ten people from all languages 
and nations will take firm hold 
of one Jew by the hem of his 
robe and say, ‘Let us go with 
you, because we have heard 
that God is with you.’” There is 
nothing fated, predestined, 
about antisemitism. What then 
do Bilaam’s words mean? “It is 
a nation dwelling alone, not 
reckoned among the nations.” 
Ibn Ezra says they mean that 
unlike all other nations, Jews, 
even when a minority in a non-

Jewish culture, will not 
assimilate. Ramban says that 
their culture and  creed will 
remain pure, not a 
cosmopolitan mix of multiple 
traditions and nationalities. The 
Netziv gives the sharp   
interpretation, clearly directed 
against the Jews of his time, 
that “If Jews live distinctive and 
apart from others they will 
dwell safely, but if they seek to 
emulate ‘the nations’ they ‘will 
not be reckoned’ as anything 
special at all.” 

There is, however, another 
possibility, hinted at by another 
noted antisemite, G. K. 
Chesterton, who famously 
wrote of America that it was “a 
nation with the soul of a 
church” and “the only nation in 
the world founded on a creed.” 
That is, in fact, precisely what 
made Israel different – and 
America’s political culture, as 
historian Perry Miller and 
sociologist Robert Bellah 
pointed out, is deeply rooted in 
the idea of biblical Israel and 
the concept of covenant. 
Ancient Israel was indeed 
founded on a creed, and was, 
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Times 

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:04 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 6:30 pm 

Mincha 7:30 pm 

Shabbat Ends 9:11 pm 

Sun. July 21 

Fast of the  
17th of Tammuz 

 

Begins 4:29 am 

Ends  9:01 pm  

Shacharit 
7:30/8:30 am  

 

Mincha                    
7:50 pm                     

Mon. & Thurs.  
Tues., Wed. & Fri.                 
Mincha 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

8:00 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

July 20 9:20/10:34 am 

July 27 9:23/10:36 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Pinchas 

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 7:58 pm                 
Kiddush is sponsored by Maureen & Barry Magid                                                        

in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Michael 

Bar Mitzvah                              

of  

Michael Magid 

Seudah Shlishit & Bima Flowers in the Beit Midrash                                                                     

are sponsored by Hindi & Ben Lunzer                                                                                          

in honor of the marriage of their daughter Ariella to David Dachoh 
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as a result, a nation with the soul of a religion. Rabbi Soloveitchik 
broke down the two ways in which people become a group, be it a 
camp or a congregation. Camps face a common enemy, and so a 
group of people bands together. If you look at all other nations, 
ancient and modern, you will see they arose out of historical         
contingencies. A group of people live in a land, develop a shared 
culture, form a society, and thus become a nation. Jews, certainly 
from the Babylonian exile onward, had none of the conventional 
attributes of a nation. They did not live in the same land. Some 
lived in Israel, others in Babylon, yet others in Egypt. Later they 
would be scattered throughout the world. They did not share a 
language of everyday speech. There were many Jewish                             
vernaculars, versions of Yiddish, Ladino and other regional Jewish 
dialects. They did not live under the same political dispensation. 
They did not share the same cultural environment. Nor did they 
experience the same fate. Despite all their many differences 
though, they always saw themselves and were seen by others as 
one nation: the world’s first, and for long the world’s only, global 
people. 

What then made them a nation? This was the question R. Saadia 
Gaon asked in the tenth century, to which he gave the famous 
answer: “Our nation is only a nation in virtue of its laws (torot).” 
They were the people defined by the Torah, a nation under the 
sovereignty of God. Having received, uniquely, their laws before 
they even entered their land, they remained bound by those 
selfsame laws even when they lost the land. Of no other nation has 
this ever been true. Uniquely then, in Judaism religion and                       
nationhood coincide. There are nations with many religions:              
multicultural Britain is one among many. There are religions               
governing many nations: Christianity and Islam are obvious                   
examples. Only in the case of Judaism is there a one-to-one                
correlation between religion and nationhood. Without Judaism 
there would be nothing (except antisemitism) to connect Jews 
across the world. And without the Jewish nation Judaism would 
cease to be what it has always been, the faith of a people bound 
by a bond of collective responsibility to one another and to God. 
Bilaam was right. The Jewish people really are unique. Nothing 
therefore could be more mistaken than to define Jewishness as a 
mere ethnicity. If ethnicity is a form of culture, then Jews are not 
one ethnicity but many. In Israel, Jews are a walking lexicon of 
almost every ethnicity under the sun. If ethnicity is another word 
for race, then conversion to Judaism would be impossible (you 
cannot convert to become Caucasian; you cannot change your race 
at will). What makes Jews “a nation dwelling alone, not reckoned           

among the nations,” is that their nationhood is not a matter of 
geography, politics or ethnicity. It is a matter of religious vocation 
as God’s covenant partners, summoned to be a living example of 
a nation among the nations made distinctive by its faith and way 
of life. Lose that and we lose the one thing that was and remains 
the source of our singular contribution to the heritage of human-
kind. When we forget this, sadly, God arranges for people like 
Bilaam and Chesterton to remind us otherwise. We should not 
need such reminding. 

A) LAWS FOR THE FAST OF SHIVA A'SAR B'TAMMUZ 

1) All adult men and women must fast except: a) One who is ill 
(even if not life threatening); b) Women, for thirty days after 
childbirth; c) Pregnant and nursing mothers do not have to fast. 

2) One may rinse the front part of his mouth on this fast day (i.e. 
with mouthwash) exercising caution not to swallow any liquid. 

3) A person who feels weak or has pain and wants to take Advil, 
Tylenol, etc., may do so even with a drop of water if he is not able 
to swallow it without the liquid. 

B) THE THREE WEEKS 

1) The accepted minhag is that haircutting and shaving are           
prohibited during the Three Weeks for men and women. A person 
may get a haircut or shave if this will cause him a financial loss or 
create difficulty in his business. However, if it would suffice for 
him to shave even once or twice a week, he should do so as           
opposed to shaving every day. 

2) A married woman, or one of marriageable age (e.g. a girl           
dating), may shave her legs even during the Nine Days. 

3) Dancing and playing musical instruments are forbidden during 
this period. It is the custom to refrain from listening to any music, 
whether live or recorded. 

4) A music teacher may teach his students during the three week 
period, even after Rosh Chodesh Av. Similarly, one may learn 
music and practice during this period of time even if it’s not for 
one’s livelihood. 

5) It is permitted to do exercise (e.g. exercise class) in spite of 
the fact that there is music in the background that assists the 
participants in the class. 

6) Similarly, it is permitted to listen to music if the purpose is to 
avoid difficulty. For example, a) for the driver to play music if he 
is fearful that he might fall asleep at the wheel; b) in a household 
with young children where music will reduce the tension. 

7) Many poskim permit music tapes without instruments (e.g. 
acapella) during this period of time. 

8) On Shabbos one should sing the usual "Zemiros." 

9) It is customary not to recite a Birchas She’hecheyanu during 
the Three Weeks. Hence, one should not purchase, or wear for the 
first time, a garment that would require such a bracha (e.g. suits, 
gowns, etc.). Clothing that does not require a She’hecheyanu 
(e.g. shoes, socks, shirts, pants, etc.), may be purchased and 
worn until Rosh Chodesh Av. 

10) A person should not purchase a new home during the three 
week period. However, it is permissible to go to contract and even 
to give a down payment on the house or apartment. 

11) Cutting nails is permitted up until the week of Tisha B’Av. 

12) General home improvements are permitted until Rosh           
Chodesh Av.  

13) There is no prohibition to take a flight during the entire three 
week period inclusive of the entire nine days. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5779                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

SHABBAT FOOD 

Friday drop-offs are continuing at 91 Baker Hill Rd before 1:30 
pm. Please place wrapped food in coolers on front porch.  

CHAVERWEB 

Chaverweb is the most convenient place to view your                   
account status, pay your bills and manage your online               
profile. Accessible at gns.org with your account password.  

SIGN UP FOR A MEAL TRAIN 

These “Meal Baby” invitations are emailed out to a general list 
and individuals sign up to be responsible for a meal. The meal 
can be prepared at home or provided by a store with                          
acceptable hashgacha within our community.  Although this is 
usually done for a new baby, it is sometimes also done to              
assist a family during a time of illness. If you want to check 
that your name is on the list, please contact 
katielichter@gmail.com. 

Mazal Tov to Farah & Issac Sachmechi on the birth of a 
grandson born to their children Ariel & Jordan Cohen.  

Mazal Tov to Maureen & Barry Magid on the Bar Mitzvah 
of their son Michael.                    

Mazal Tov to Hindi & Ben Lunzer on the marriage of their 
daughter Ariella to David Dachoh.  

15th
 ANNIVERSARY YEAR ROSH HASHANAH SCOPE        

DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

We are celebrating our 15th
 year of publishing SCOPE             

magazine (45 issues!). Please submit all SCOPE magazine 
articles, recipes, photos, ads, sponsorships and any other   
material by today July 15th to drein@verizon.net. Feel free to 
include an anniversary message. Thank you very much to our 
SCOPE sponsors for their strong support this past year by 
sponsoring 3 issues for a total cost of $100 for the year. If you 
would like to continue to be a SCOPE sponsor, then it is not 
necessary to contact the shul. If you no longer would like to be 
a SCOPE sponsor please contact Mark Twersky by today July 
15th to remove your name from the list. We hope others who 
are not currently SCOPE sponsors will request to have their 
names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor or in 
memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 

BIKUR CHOLIM 

If you would like to volunteer to call, visit and/or deliver 
homemade or store bought challah/dessert on behalf of Bikur 
Cholim, please contact Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. This 
is also a great opportunity for bar and bat mitzvah chesed 
projects. 

MEN’S CLUB EVENT                                                                               
Sunday, September 8th at 1:00 pm: NY Jets vs Buffalo 
Bills: Tickets are $110 per seat and $90 for MC members.  

SUMMER SERIES PROGRAM 

Our next Summer Series Lecture will be with Sandra Rapoport 
on Tues. evening July 23rd at 7:00 pm. She will speak on 
the topic of “A Biblical ‘Tale of Love and Darkness: Moses,     
Zipporah and the incident at the Inn.” To dedicate a lecture, 
please contact the synagogue office at 516.487.6100.  

NSHA/NSHAHS SUMMER OUTING AND SOIREE                         
at Fresh Meadow Country Club - Monday, July 29, 2019                                              
North Shore Hebrew Academy invites all to its 16th Annual 
Summer Outing and Soirée honoring our outgoing High School 
PTA President, Pam Goldman, our outgoing Elementary School 
PTA President and current Board member Anita and Farzan 
Kashimallak and Julie Gross ’08 who will be receiving the Young 
Alumni Award. Enjoy the magnificent Fresh Meadow Country 
Club including its 18 hole Colt & Alison designed golf course and 
tennis tournaments and clinics on Har Tru courts. Join us for spa 
services, separate men and women swimming hours, fitness 
classes, canasta and Mahjong, boutique shopping, all day          
gourmet BBQ, and an evening cocktail party and a lavish buffet 
dinner. Register and view the full schedule and sponsorship  
opportunities at www.nsha.org/summer. 

GNS AUGUST CHESSED VOLUNTEERS                                                                        
Volunteers needed to chair the GNS August Chesed - School 
Supply collection. Please email mtwersky@gns.org or          
contact Sharon Goldwyn at sgdesignermom@aol.com or 
917.287.7334. 

BIKE4CHAI                                                                                                                                    
On August 14 and 15, Gavi and Chazzan Yitzy Spinner will         
participate in Bike 4 Chai, a 180 mile cycling challenge to raise 
funds for Chai Lifeline in honor of Gavi’s upcoming Bar Mitzvah. 
Please donate to their page to help support this amazing                     
organization. Thank you! https://www.bike4chai.com/spinner. 

Saturday, 17 Tammuz 

Payman Rabiei for Pari bat Meyer 
Elena Berkowitz for David Fridman 

Leslie Kahn for Nathan Kahn 

Gitty Louzoun for Gilbert Louzoun 

Malka Louzoun for Gilbert Louzoun 

Ethan Heisler for Gilbert Louzoun 

Arthur Pomerantz for Ruth Pomerantz 

Sunday, 18 Tammuz 

Marc Gottlieb for Herman Gottlieb 

Morris Nasser for Rafael Nasser 
Monday, 19 Tammuz 

Dorothy Reiser for Mitsu Cohen 

Asher Pirouzian for Ayoub Pirouzian 

Susan Goldman for Oscar Ring 

Tuesday, 20 Tammuz 

Rose Weiss for Sabina Fajg 

Felix Glaubach for Baruch Glaubach 

Charlene Milun for Sarah Israelite 

Leo Mindick for Sam Rubinstein 

Murray Honig for Joan Scheiner 
Wednesday, 21 Tammuz 

Rabbi Stuart Grant for Ada Auerbach 

Steven Blumner for Malka bat Yehiel 
Steven Blumner for Lillian Blumner 

Marc Gottlieb for Fanny Gottlieb 

Richard Lillien for Llewellyn Lillien 

Ira Rosenberg for Gloria Rosenberg 

Devorah Wang for Fay Saltzman 

Thursday, 22 Tammuz 

Arlette Shaya for Vita Dayan 

Friday, 23 Tammuz 

Lauren Hyman for Murray Cohen 

Pauline Levy for Carrie Joseph 

Lorraine Domnitch for Rosalind Mordkofsky 

Karen Wolff for Ida Tessler 

HASHKAMA MINYAN KIDDUSH                                                   
Hashkama Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Hindi & Ben  
Lunzer in honor of the marriage of their daughter Ariella 
to David Dachoh.  
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