
Bamidbar begins with a 
census of the Israelites. 
That is why this book is 
known in English as 
Numbers. What is the 
significance of this act of 
counting? And why here 
at the beginning of the 
book? Besides which, 
there have already been 
two previous censuses of 
the people and this is the 
third within the space of 
a single year. Surely one 
would have been 
sufficient. And does 
counting have anything 
to do with leadership? 
The place to begin, is to 
note what appears to be 
a contradiction. On the 
one hand Rashi says that 
the acts of counting in 
the Torah are gestures of 
love on the part of God: 
Because they (the 
children of Israel) are 
dear to Him, God counts 
them often. He counted 
them when they were 
about to leave Egypt. He 
counted them after the 
Golden Calf to establish 
how many were left. And 
now that He was about to 
cause His presence to 
rest on them (with the 
inauguration of the 
sanctuary), He counted 
them again. So we learn 
that when God initiates a 
census of the Israelites, it 
is to show that He loves 
them. 

In contradiction to this, 
centuries later King David 

counted the people, but there 
was Divine anger and 70,000 
people died. How can this be, if 
counting is an expression of 
love? The Torah is explicit in 
saying that taking a census of 
the nation is fraught with risk: 
Then God said to Moses, 
“When you take a census of 
the Israelites to count them, 
each must give to God a 
ransom for his life at the time 
he is counted. Then no plague 
will come on them when you 
number them. (Ex. 30:11-12). 

The answer to this apparent 
contradiction lies in the phrase 
the Torah uses to describe the 
act of counting: se’u et rosh, 
literally, “lift the head.” This is 
a strange, circumlocutory 
expression. Biblical Hebrew 
contains many verbs meaning 
“to count”: limnot, lifkod, 
lispor, lachshov. Why does the 
Torah not use these simple 
words, choosing instead the 
roundabout expression, “lift 
the heads” of the people? The 
short answer is this: In any 
census, count or roll-call there 
is a tendency to focus on the 
total: the crowd, the multitude, 
the mass. Here is a nation of 
60 million people, or a 
company with 100,000 
employees or a sports crowd of 
60,000. Any total tends to 
value the group or nation as a 
whole. The larger the total, the 
stronger is the army, the more 
popular the team, and the 
more successful the company. 
Counting devalues the 
individual and tends to make 
him or her replaceable. If one 
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soldier dies in battle, 
another will take his place. 
If one person leaves the 
organization, someone else 
can be hired to do his or her 
job. 

Notoriously, too, crowds 
have the effect of tending to 
make the individual lose his 
or her independent 
judgment and follow what 
others are doing. We call 
this “herd behavior,” and it 
sometimes leads to 
collective madness. In 1841 
Charles Mackay published 
his classic study, 
Extraordinary Popular 
Delusions And The Madness 
Of Crowds, which tells of 
the South Sea Bubble that 
cost thousands their money 
in the 1720s, and the tulip 
mania in Holland when 
fortunes were spent on 
single tulip bulbs. The Great 
Crashes of 1929 and 2008 
had the same crowd 
psychology. 

Another great work, Gustav 
Le Bon’s The Crowd: A 
Study of the Popular Mind 
(1895) showed how crowds 
exercise a “magnetic 
influence” that transmutes 
the behavior of individuals 
into a collective “group 
mind.” As he put it, “An 
individual in a crowd is a 
grain of sand amid other 
grains of sand, which the 
wind stirs up at will.” People 
in a crowd become 
anonymous. Their 
conscience is silenced. They 
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Times 

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:06 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Youth Minyan 8:30 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 7:00 pm 

Mincha 8:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 9:14 pm 

Sun. & Mon.  
June 9-10 

Shavuot Schedule  
See Page 4 

Tues., Wed. & Fri.                   
Thurs.  
Mincha 

6:45/7:45 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

8:10 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

June 8 9:08/10:23 am 

June 15 9:09/10:24 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Naso 

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:09 pm                 

Kiddush is provided by Great Neck Synagogue                                             

Flowers for Shavout are sponsored by                                         

Rita Gordonson & Family in memory of Lewis Gordonson z”l  
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lose a sense of personal responsibility. Crowds are 
peculiarly prone to regressive behavior, primitive reactions 
and instinctual behavior. They are easily led by figures who 
are demagogues, playing on people’s fears and sense of 
victimhood. Such leaders, he said, are “especially recruited 
from the ranks of those morbidly nervous excitable half-
deranged persons who are bordering on madness”, a 
remarkable anticipation of Hitler. It is no accident that Le 
Bon’s work was published in France at a time of rising 
antisemitism and the Dreyfus trial. 

Hence the significance of one remarkable feature of 
Judaism: its principled insistence – like no other civilization 
before – on the dignity and integrity of the individual. We 
believe that every human being is in the image and likeness 
of God. The Sages said that every life is like an entire 
universe. Maimonides says that each of us should see 
ourselves as if our next act could change the fate of the 
world. Every dissenting view is carefully recorded in the 
Mishnah, even if the law is otherwise. Every verse of the 
Torah is capable, said the Sages, of seventy interpretations. 
No voice, no view, is silenced. Judaism never allows us to 
lose our individuality in the mass. 

There is a wonderful blessing mentioned in the Talmud to 
be said on seeing 600,000 Israelites together in one place. 
It is: “Blessed are You, Lord … who discerns secrets.” The 
Talmud explains that every person is different. We each 
have different attributes. We all think our own thoughts. 
Only God can enter the minds of each of us and know what 
we are thinking, and this is what the blessing refers to. In 
other words, even in a massive crowd where, to human 
eyes, faces blur into a mass, God still relates to us as 
individuals, not as members of a crowd. That is the 
meaning of the phrase, “lift the head,” used in the context 
of a census. God tells Moses that there is a danger, when 
counting a nation, that each individual will feel insignificant. 
“What am I? What difference can I make? I am only one of 
millions, a mere wave in the ocean, a grain of sand on the 
sea-shore, dust on the surface of infinity.” 

Against that, God tells Moses to lift people’s heads by           
showing that they each count; they matter as individuals. 
Indeed, in Jewish law a davar she-be-minyan, something 
that is counted, sold individually rather than by weight, is 
never nullified even in a mixture of a thousand or a million 
others. In Judaism taking a census must always be done in 
such a way as to signal that we are valued as individuals. 
We each have unique gifts. There is a contribution only I 
can bring. To lift someone’s head means to show them  
favor, to recognize them. It is a gesture of love. There is, 
however, all the difference in the world between                            
individuality and individualism. Individuality means that I 
am a unique and valued member of a team. Individualism 
means that I am not a team player at all. I am interested 
in myself alone, not the group. Harvard sociologist Robert 
Putnam gave this a famous name, noting that more people 
than ever in the United States are going ten-pin bowling 
but fewer than ever are joining teams. He called it 
“Bowling alone.” MIT professor Sherry Turkle calls our age 
of Twitter, Facebook, and online (rather than face-to-face) 
friendships, “Alone together.” Judaism values individuality, 
not individualism. As Hillel said, “If I am only for myself, 
what am I?” 

All this has implications for Jewish leadership. We are not 
in the business of counting numbers. The Jewish people 
always was small and yet achieved great things. Judaism 
has a profound mistrust of demagogic leaders who                        
manipulate the emotions of crowds. Moses at the burning 
bush spoke of his inability to be eloquent. “I am not a man 
of words.” He thought this was a failing in a leader. In fact 
it was the opposite. Moses did not sway people by his            
oratory. Rather, he lifted them by his teaching. A Jewish 
leader has to respect individuals. He or she must “lift their 
heads.” However large the group you lead, you must               
always communicate the value you place on everyone. You 
must never attempt to sway a crowd by appealing to the 
primitive emotions of fear or hate. You must never ride 
roughshod over the opinions of others. It is hard to lead a 
nation of individuals, but this is the most challenging,          
empowering, inspiring leadership of all. 
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SHAVUOT SCHEDULE 

 

Shabbat - Saturday Night, June 8 

Gemara shiur: 7:00 PM 

Mincha: 8:00 pm    
Seudah Shlishit: 8:25 pm 

Maariv: 9:05 pm 

Candle Lighting & Preparations for Yom Tov: 
9:14 pm 

 

TIKUN LEIL SHAVUOT @ GNS: 11:30 pm 

Shacharit at GNS: 4:50 am 

See Schedule of Classes 
Netz (Sunrise): 5:24 am 

 

Sunday, June 9 Shavuot I 

Shacharit: 8:00/9:00/9:15 am 

Kiddush Class: 12:15 

In lieu of formal drashot, Rabbis Polakoff & 
Lichter will be giving an abbreviated review 

of Leil Shavuot Learning 

 

GNS Youth Sundaes on Sunday                              
5:00-6:00 pm - 9 Brook Lane 

Mincha: 8:00 pm 

Shiur by Rabbi David Rabinowitz                             
“Vying Vows” 

Maariv: 9:00 pm 

Candle Lighting & Preparations for Yom Tov: 
9:15 pm 

 

Monday, June 10 Shavuot II 

Shacharit with Megillat Ruth:  
8:00/8:45/9:15 am 

Yizkor: Approx. 10:45 am 

Mincha: 8:00 pm 

Discussion of Kashrut:                                               
Hashgacha and Restaurants 

Rabbi Polakoff & Rabbi Lichter 
Yom Tov Concludes: 9:16 pm 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5779                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Tuesdays 10:00-12:00; Thursdays 1:00-3:00. He can           
always be reached via cell 516.637.3674/dpolakoff@gns.org.  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

NYC MARATHON 

To register for the NYC Full Marathon on November 3, 2019, 
contact Sharon Goldwyn at sgoldwyn@acsz.org or                                   
212-764-8062.  

MEN’S CLUB EVENT 

A) Defensive Driving Course: Wed. & Thurs. June 5th-6th 
at 7:00 pm. The cost is $35/person; $30 if MC member. 
Please call the GNS office to sign up.  

BAKING CHALLAH AND/OR DESSERTS FOR SHAVUOT? 

If you are and would like to deliver one or more of your                           
delicious homemade challahs/desserts to an ill or homebound 
member of our shul for Bikur Cholim, please email Diane Rein 
at drein@verizon.net or text her at (516) 522-1262 to get 
their contact information. It will really lift their spirits for the                      
holiday! Thank you very much! 

GNS SHABBAT LUNCHEON 

Join us on Shabbat June 15th for a communal luncheon to 
hear Judge Ruchie Freier speak. Judge Freier is the first              
Chassidic woman to  elected to public office in NY. The cost of 
the luncheon is $40/person; $25/teen; $15/child and $136/
family maximum.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Join us Wednesday, June 5th from 11:30-2:00 for our next 
Chaverim Center. Pia Shlomo will be doing Chair Yoga.  

MUSSAF SERIES WITH CHAZZAN SPINNER 

Learn proper Nusach Ha’Tefillah for Shabbat with Chazzan 
Spinner to enable you to lead the davening with proper form 
and concentration. Next class is Tuesday evening, June 
4th at 8:30 pm. 

GRADUATION KIDDUSH 

The Great Neck Synagogue Congregational and Graduation 
Kiddush will be on Shabbat June 22nd. Celebrate all your 
smachot with us from births, bnei mitzvah, graduations,         
weddings and anniversaries. You can also commemorate a 
loved one’s yahrtzeit. Cost is $100/family.  

HAR TORAH GOLF CLASSIC 

Enjoy a day of great golf, delicious and plentiful food and terrific 
prizes on June 19th at North Shore Country Club. For more                           
information, please contact Marc Yehaskel at 
myehaskel@gmail.com or 646.623.5421. 

Mazal Tov to Avigail & Albert Kahen on the birth of a  
daughter.  

Mazal Tov to Mark & Robyn Gelberg on the Bar Mitzvah 
of their son Eli.  

Mazal Tov to Farla & William Frumkin on the birth of a  
granddaughter, Naomi Tova, born to their children Geena 
& Ronn Blitzer.  

Saturday, 5 Sivan 

Osnass Shein for Isaac Charchat 
Marc Gottlieb for Bernhard Gottlieb 

Edward Mazur for Rose mazur 
Robert Spitalnick for Oscar Spitalnick 

David Werber for Millie Werber 
Martin Werber for Millie Werber 

Sunday, 6 Sivan 

Rita Gordonson for Lewis Gordonson 

Carol Karbowitz for Leah Katzwer 
Lynn Steinberg for Leah Katzwer 

Roselin Wagner for Fannie Tranofsky 

Monday, 7 Sivan 

Michelle Berman for Sara bat Moshe Aharon 

Sanford Brand for Aron Brand 

Leslie Kahn for Sally Krawchuk 

Carol Karbowitz for Israel Schwartz 

Lynn Steinberg for Israel Schwartz 

Alex & Michael Weiss for Pessel Weiss 
Peter & Eddie Weiss for Pessel Weiss 

Alex & Michael Weiss for Sheindel Weiss 
Peter& Eddie Weiss for Sheindel Weiss 

Alex & Michael Weiss for Pinchas Zelmanovitch 

Peter & Eddie Weiss for Pinchas Zelmanovitch 

Alex & Michael Weiss for Rivka Zelmanovitch 

Peter & Eddie Weiss for Rivka Zelmanovitch 

Tuesday, 8 Sivan 

Roselin Wagner for Anna Seider 
Jerrald Weinstein for Abraham Weinstein 

Wednesday, 9 Sivan 

Serge Fischler for Hanny Fischler 
Carol Karbowitz for Jacob Katzwer 
Lynn Steinberg for Jacob Katzwer 
Heather Siegelman for Eric Levi 

Thursday, 10 Sivan 

Idida Kaplan for Ahuva Abramovsky 

Tina Machnikoff for Morris Steinberg 

BIKE4CHAI                                                                                                                                    
On August 14 and 15, Gavi and Chazzan Yitzy Spinner will         
participate in Bike 4 Chai, a 180 mile cycling challenge to raise 
funds for Chai Lifeline in honor of Gavi’s upcoming Bar Mitzvah. 
The finish line will be Camp Simcha, a summer camp for children 
with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses. Please donate to 
their pages to help support this amazing organization. Thank 
you! https://www.bike4chai.com/spinner and https://
www.bike4chai.com/yitzyspinner 

15th
 ANNIVERSARY YEAR ROSH HASHANAH SCOPE 

DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

We are celebrating our 15th
 year of publishing SCOPE                  

magazine (45 issues!). Please submit all SCOPE magazine 
articles, recipes, photos, ads, sponsorships and any other   
material by July 15th

  to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net.    
Feel free to include an anniversary message. Thank you very 
much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 70!) for their 
strong support this past year by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh 
Hashanah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for 
the year. If you would like to continue to be a SCOPE sponsor, 
then it is not necessary to contact the shul. If you no longer 
would like to be a SCOPE sponsor please contact Mark 
Twersky by Monday, July 15th to remove your name from the 
list. We hope others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors 
will request to have their names added. You can dedicate the 
sponsorship in honor or in memory of a loved one. Thank you 
so much! 

The Kaufman Family would like offer a special thank you to  

Rabbi Polakoff for bringing Great Neck to Eretz Yisrael by  

serving as Mesader Kiddushin at the wedding of Amalia and 

Zachary Mandel.  
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