
For several years now, I 
have been taking a train 
to work every day. Not a 
subway train, mind you, 
but an old-fashioned inter
-city railroad train, 
complete with a 
conductor who collects 
the passengers’ tickets 
and even shouts, “All 
aboard!” I enjoy my daily 
train ride because it gives 
me an opportunity to sit 
by myself and think, 
read, or study 
undisturbed. 
Occasionally, my peaceful 
solitude is interrupted by 
someone who sits down 
next to me and starts a 
conversation. Generally, 
the conversation consists 
of the usual niceties and 
endures no more than a 
few moments. But Paul 
was an exception to the 
rule. Paul is his real 
name, and he boards the 
train just one station stop 
after I do. The first time I 
met him, he looked 
around and spotted quite 
a few empty seats before 
my presence caught his 
attention and he 
deliberately sat down 
next to me. No sooner 
had he sat down that he 
asked me the question I 
have come to dread: 
“You are a Rabbi, aren’t 
you?” Sitting with my 
black yarmulke and an 
open book of Mishna 
before me, it was hard to 
deny my rabbinical 

identity. So I told him, “Yes, I 
am a Rabbi, and what do you 
do?” He answered, “I am a 
questioner. I have many 
questions about all sorts of 
things, not the least of which is 
religion. Do you mind if I ask 
you some of my questions?” I 
could see my jealously guarded 
commuting time vanishing 
before my eyes. But I felt I had 
no alternative but to respond, 
admittedly insincerely, “Of 
course I would not mind. Ask 
away!” 

Before he began, he told me 
about his studies in 
comparative religion and 
asserted that he was a spiritual 
person, although not 
technically a religious one. I 
told him that I shared his 
interest in comparative 
religion, although Judaism was 
my professed faith and the 
specific religion of which I had 
the most knowledge. I also told 
him that I completely 
understood the distinction he 
made between spirituality and 
religion, although we might 
easily quibble about the 
precise meaning of both of 
those terms. 

He then asked me what I 
consider to be the essence of 
Judaism. It was not difficult for 
me to answer him because I 
have long pondered that 
question myself, and I had my 
answer at the ready. “The 
essence of Judaism,” I 
responded emphatically, “is a 
sense of gratitude, of 
thankfulness to those who 
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have benefited us, both to 
humans in our daily 
interactions, and to God – 
or perhaps as you would put 
it, to the Higher Power who 
shows us His grace every 
moment of our lives, if we 
are but open to 
experiencing Him as the 
ultimate source of all the 
good in our lives.” I 
anticipated a challenging 
retort from Paul, but I was 
taken aback when he 
nodded in agreement. He 
said, “I can agree with you 
but somehow never 
associated gratitude and 
thankfulness with Judaism.” 

I told him that I had two 
reactions to his failure to 
associate my faith with 
these essential spiritual 
sentiments. “I must first 
point out to you,” I insisted, 
“that the very meaning of 
the term Jew is ‘he who 
thanks.’ We are called Jews 
in English because of our 
ancestor Judah. When he 
was born, his mother, Leah, 
exclaimed: ‘This time I will 
thank the Lord,’ and named 
him Judah, which means ‘he 
who thanks.’” With a smile 
on his face, he said, “I 
thank you for that insight, 
which I never heard before. 
I will thank you even more 
if you share your second 
reaction with me.” I told 
him that my second 
reaction was associated 
with the portion in the 
Bible, Parshat Tzav 
(Leviticus 6:1-8:36).  

April 13, 2019  8 Nisan, 5779 Parshat Metzorah/Shabbat HaGadol 

TORAH  

ARTSCROLL  620 

 HERTZ  470 

 

HAFTORAH                                    

ARTSCROLL  1220 

 HERTZ   1005 

Times 

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 7:13 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Youth Minyan 8:30 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Mincha 

Please eat Seudah 
Shlishit at home 

6:50 pm 

Shabbat HaGadol 
Drasha 

7:10 pm 

Shabbat Ends 8:22 pm 

R’ Reisman Video 10:00 pm 

Sun. April 14  7:30/8:30 am 

Mon. & Thurs. 
Tue., Wed.   
Fri. Erev Pesach 

Mincha 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

6:30/7:45 am 

7:20 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

April 13 9:37/10:43 am 

April 20 9:31/10:39 am 

Next Shabbat    
Pesach 

Mincha 7:20 pm 

Candle Lighting 7:20 pm                 

Kiddush is provided by Great Neck Synagogue and 

co-sponsored by Malka Gad                                         

in memory of her mother Dina Tvuz Hakimi z”l 
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He stunned me with his familiarity with the early chapters 
of the book of Leviticus. “Those chapters are all about 
animal sacrifices,” he objected. “What on earth do those 
pagan practices have to do with the quintessentially 
spiritual sentiments of gratitude?” I politely, but very firmly, 
objected to his description of biblical sacrifices as pagan 
practices. I told him that it would take many train rides for 
me to even begin to explain the deeper significance of the 
Temple sacrifices to the Jewish religion and the implication 
of those sacrifices for the truly spiritual human. “But,” I said 
in my best rabbinical voice, “let me just tell you a bit about 
one of those sacrifices, the korban todah, the Thanksgiving 
offering.” 

To my surprise, he expressed his readiness to hear what I 
had to say. I happened to have a Chumash with the 
translation and commentary of Rabbi Joseph Hertz in my 
briefcase, so I was able to quote the following verses 
verbatim: “If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall 
offer with the sacrifice unleavened cake mingled with oil 
and unleavened wafers spread with oil, and cakes mingled 
with oil, of fine flour soaked. Together with additional cakes 
of unleavened bread he shall present his offering…” 

I pointed out to him that four different types of bread were 
listed here and, of each type, ten loaves were to be brought 
to the Temple. I asked his permission to read to him Rabbi 
Hertz’ comment on that passage, which succinctly 
recapitulates the teachings of our Sages on this verse: “The 
rabbis declare that… In the messianic era, all sacrifices will 
have completed their educational mission – all save the one 
inculcating the duty of gratitude. That sacrifice continues 
forever. The prophets rank ingratitude as a sin that reduces 
man below the level of a dumb animal…” At this point, my 
new friend again astonished me with his erudition. “I 
know,” he said, “he is referring to the famous passage in 
the third or fourth verse of the first chapter of the book of 
Isaiah: ‘An ox knows its owner…Israel does not 
know…’ (Isaiah 1:3)” I confessed my astonishment and told 
him how accurate his biblical memory was. I went on to tell 
him that to this very day, in lieu of sacrifices, Jews recite  

benedictions of thanksgiving when they have escaped the  
perils of a long journey, an unjust imprisonment, or a                         
protracted illness. “I myself,” I reported to him, “have just 
returned from a trip to Israel, and I uttered this very                           
benediction in the synagogue this morning.” 

He expressed how deeply impressed he was by the fact 
that somehow the sacrifices of old persisted, albeit in a 
verbal form, to this very day. But he asked my permission 
to pose one more question. I granted him his request, and 
was glad that he asked: “Why so many breads, four                     
different types, and ten of each type?” I was so glad that 
he asked this, because I again had an answer at the ready. 
I told him about the great 15th century sage and finance 
minister to the king and queen of Spain, Don Isaac                    
Abarbanel, who raised this question over 500 years ago 
and wrote: “The time limit within which the meat of the 
sacrifice and the many loaves of bread were to be                        
consumed was restricted to barely one day and one                 
evening. How could a grateful person bringing the sacrifice 
possibly consume all of that in so short a time? Obviously, 
he had to bring with him his brethren, friends, and                     
acquaintances to eat and rejoice with him and to inquire of 
one another about the reason for this man’s gratitude, so 
that the man would respond and tell of the wondrous                  
favors which the Lord Almighty had done for him, and so 
the name of God would be exalted among a throng of            
people and praised in the presence of all the elders…” 

Paul shook his head and said, “I learned something special 
today about the spirituality of gratitude. I had always 
thought of gratitude as something for individuals to                  
express privately, in solitude, and now you’re telling me 
that you expressed your gratitude this morning before all 
those assembled in the synagogue, and that even in the 
ancient Temple, one could not express gratitude to the 
Divine without sharing his gratitude, and his bread, with 
other human beings.” I told him that I too had learned this 
lesson anew. I made a commitment to myself: I would no 
longer protect my time alone on the commuter train so 
zealously. I would be open to anyone who sat down next to 
me and hopefully share more conversations as meaningful 
as this one had been. 

 

RABBI POLAKOFF’S                                    
SHABBAT HAGADOL DRASHA 

 

ZACHIN L’ADAM:                                     
THE THINGS WE DO BEHIND YOUR BACK 

 

MINCHA 6:50 PM 

DRASHA 7:10 PM 



 

CHAVERIM CENTER 



 

PESACH REMINDERS 

PASSOVER SHMURAH MATZAH 

 

 GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE is again pleased to serve its 
membership with the sale of                                                

Hand Baked SHMURAH MATZAH (Tiferes Matzah) 
 

Pick-up for Matzah will be on Monday, April 15, 2019 
between 7:00 pm & 8:30 pm 

 

All orders must be prepaid  
 

Please make checks payable to                                                     
GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

 

All orders must be received before April 10th, or while          
supplies last. Please order early. 

 

——————————————————————— 

Order Form 

 

Name_________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________ 

Telephone _____________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________ 

 

 _____lb. Shmurah Matzah @ $20.00 per lb.________ 

 

We have a limited amount of whole wheat matzah at $24 
per lb. 

 

Total Cost __________ 

 

Check must be included with order. 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR COMMUNITY                                      
CHOMETZ BURNING  

 

AT KINGS POINT PARK ON APRIL 19TH 7:30-11 AM 

 

ANY AMOUNT OF TIME APPRECIATED 

 

PLEASE CONTACT DRSIEGEL32@GMAIL.COM 

 

REMINDER TO PLEASE BEGIN TO CLEAN OUT  
YOUR LOCKERS  AND TALLIT BAGS  
OF ALL CHAMETZ BEFORE PESACH 



 

YOUTH EVENT, MEOROT LECTURE & YOM HASHOAH 



 

POST PESACH EVENTS 



SALE OF CHAMETZ FORM 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5779                    
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Tuesdays 10:00-12:00; Thursdays 1:00-3:00. He can           
always be reached via cell 516.637.3674/dpolakoff@gns.org.  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Mazal Tov to Debbie Wang on the upcoming marriage of her 
son Jonathan to Laila Masghati. Mazal Tov as well to                         
grandparents Leon & Gloria Miller.  

Mazal Tov to Tova & Isaac Elyassoff on the birth of their 
daughter. Mazal Tov to grandparents Laden & Elyahou               
Mehdizadeh Elyassoff and Yafa & Behnam Azizian. 

Mazal Tov to Lisa & Michael Aryeh on the birth of a               
granddaughter, Malia, born to their children Elana &                           
Nathaniel Shmuelian. Mazal Tov as well to great                       
grandmother Mahin Aryeh.  

Mazal Tov to Alice & Brian Boczko on the birth of a             
granddaughter Elisheva Leba, born to their children Arielle & 
Jeremy Boczko and siblings Moshe Yosef, Racheli and Eliana.  

OHEL XTREME CHALLENGE CLASSIC 

On Sunday May 19, Tami Secunda-Kramer will be participating 
with a team of women from Great Neck, Team IMOVE & SWEAT, 
in the OHEL Xtreme Challenge at Camp  Kaylie. She will be           
challenging her body & testing her limits in support of children 
and adults with disabilities, foster children, children in OHEL's 3 
domestic violence shelters, and the elderly. Please donate to her 
page and help the Great Neck team be the highest fundraising 
team! Thank you! http://www.oheloxc.org/gntrainertami.  

MEN’S CLUB EVENT 

Sun. May 5th at 9:30 am: Annual Rabbinic Dialogue, hosted 
this year at Great Neck Synagogue. 

NORTH SHORE MIKVAH ASSOCIATION EVENT                   
Annual North Shore Mikvah Association event will be Tuesday 
May 14th at 7:15 pm in the GNS ballroom.  

ISRAEL BONDS EVENT 

Great Neck Synagogue Men’s Club and Young Israel of Great 
Neck together with Israel Bonds invite you on Tuesday, May 
21st at 8:00 pm with guest speaker Charley Harari. 

SHABBAT LUNCH FOR PREVIOUSLY MARRIED SINGLES              
There is an upcoming Shabbat lunch for previously married men 
and women ages 35 to 50 years old that will take place in Great 
Neck. If you or anyone you know may be interested in                              
attending, please be in touch with Rabbi Polakoff at 
dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org so they 
can give your information to the event organizers. 

ARE YOU MAKING SCHLISSEL CHALLAH AFTER PESACH? 

If you are and would like to deliver one or more of your              
delicious homemade challahs to an ill or homebound member of 
our shul for Bikur Cholim, please email Diane Rein at  
drein@verizon.net or text her at (516) 522-1262 to get their 
contact information. It will really lift their spirits for Shabbat!  

ANNUAL KASHER-IN 

Monday evening, April 15th form 7:45-9:30 pm. Items should 
be cleaned and not used for 24 hours. Silver should be polished.  

YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION 

Wednesday, May 1st at 8:00 pm: Ruth Mermelstein  

SIGN UP FOR A MEAL TRAIN 

Many of you are familiar with the meals that are prepared and 
delivered to families in our community after a new born baby 
arrives. These “Meal Baby” invitations are emailed out to a       
general list and individuals sign up to be responsible for a meal. 
The meal can be prepared at home or provided by a store with 
acceptable hashgacha within our community. Although this is 
usually done for a new baby, it is sometimes also done to assist 
a family during a time of illness. If you have not been receiving 
these emails or want to check that your name is on the list, 
please send an email to katielichter@gmail.com. 

SISTERHOOD ANNUAL DINNER 

Tuesday, May 7th at 6:30 pm @ Cho-sen Village Restaurant. 
Speaker will be Janice Kaplan, author of “The Gratitude Diaries”, 
each attendee will receive a free book! Cost is $40/member and 
$45/non-members. Sponsorships are available.  

MENACHEM BEGIN LEGACY PROJECT EVENT 

Wednesday evening, May 15th at 8:30 pm. Join us for a 
very special event to learn more about the amazing life of         
Menachem Begin from Menachem Begin Heritage Center CEO 
Herzl Makov.  

Saturday, 8 Nisan 

Ron Braun for Renee Braun 

David Bronheim for Lenny Bronheim 

Mark Bunim for Gladys Bunim 

Amy Goldberg-Reiss for Joseph Goldberg 

Malka Gad for Tvuz Hakimi 
Donna Hecht for Tvuz Hakimi 

Nathaniel Weisel for Bessie Kaplan 

Nechama Liss-Levinson for Morris Liss 
Vivian Kron for Yvette Diana Mahlab 

Joyce Dacher for Ida Wolfman 

Sunday, 9 Nisan 

Randi Luxenburg for Bernard Beeber 
Elie Cohen for Michael Cohen 

Monday, 10 Nisan 

Iraj Kashani for Yousef Kashani 
Sheila Bachman for Mildred Lewit 

Sharon Goldwyn for Nathan Skolnick 

Rita Gordonson for Linda Werb 

Tuesday, 11 Nisan 

Paul Brody for Harvey Brody 

Sharon Goldwyn for Belle Goldwyn 

Laura Danoff for Ernest Herman 

Phyllis Jadidian for Diana Shapiro 

Lev Dynkin for Meishe Ber Shifman 

Semyon Dynkin for Meishe Ber Shifman 

Steven Zuckerman for Evelyn Zuckerman 

Wednesday, 12 Nisan 

Miriam Glaubach for Rachel Herlinger 
Kamran Rastegar for Massoud Rastegar 

Mitchell Siegel for Edith Turner 
Thursday, 13 Nisan 

Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun for Miriam Raizel bat Moshe Nachman 

Josh Windsor for Adela Obsfeld 

Friday, 14 Nisan 

Robert Herman for Frank Herman 

Rhonda Lipsky for Marlene Olk 

HASHKAMA MINYAN KIDDUSH 

Hashkama Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Hindi & Benjamin 
Lunzer in honor of the engagement of their daughter Ariella to 
David Dachoh.  

MEOROT EVENTS 

Meorot Community Lecture & Fundraiser, featuring guest speaker 
Rabbi Zechariah Wallerstein, will be held on Monday, May 6 at 
8pm at the lovely home of Drs. Ada & Dov Berkowitz, 160 W. 
Shore Road in Kings Point.  
Meorot Open House on Thursday, May 16 at 7pm at NSHA  
Cherry Lane Campus. Dr. Gutkind and the Meorot Staff will be 
providing a hands on opportunity to learn about the program's 
curriculum and individualized approach. 

http://www.oheloxc.org/gntrainertami
mailto:dpolakoff@gns.org
mailto:ilichter@gns.org
mailto:drein@verizon.net

