
 

 

 
 

Journey To Poland 
 

Tuesday, May 14th – Sunday, May19th, 2018 
 
 

 

  





 

PROPOSED  ITINERARY 
 
 

TUESDAY MAY 14TH  
 
WARSAW'S JEWISH CEMETERY 
Meet over 200 years of Warsaw's illustrious Jewish personalities. 
 
WARSAW GHETTO 
Learn of the horrific living conditions which led to the death of approximately 100,000 
Jews. 
 
MILA 18  
The headquarter bunker of the Jewish Combat Organization (ŻOB) - the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising Heroes.  
 
UMSCHLAGPLATZ 
The gathering point from where an estimated 254,000 of Warsaw's Jews were loaded 
into cattle cars and sent to the Treblinka Extermination Camp. 
 
TREBLINKA EXTERMINATION CAMP 
Stand where 900,000 Jews were executed upon arrival. 
 
Overnight: The Warsaw Westin 
 

WEDNESDAY MAY 15TH 
 
YESHIVA OF CHACHMEI LUBLIN  
The prestigious pre-Holocaust Yeshiva, where one needed to master 400 pages of 
Talmud to apply. It was founded by Rabbi Meir Shapiro, originator of the Daf Yomi. 
 
MAJDANEK CONCENTRATION CAMP 
See where the original gas chambers and crematorium still stand. A main site of the 
"Harvest Festival", where 43,000 Jews were shot in one day - throughout world history, 
this is the greatest number of shooting victims on a single day. 
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KRASNIK 
Close to 50% of Krasnik’s population were Jews, almost all of whom were gassed in 
Belzec. Visit the two destroyed synagogues.   
 
RABBI ELIMELECH OF LEZAJSK 
Chassidic thought at the kever (gravesite) of the father of a Hasidic dynasty, the author 
of the "Noam Elimelech". 
 
Overnight: Sokol Wellness and Spa Hotel, Lancut 

THURSDAY MAY 16TH 
 
LANCUT  
Visit the picturesque baroque style shul of the town of Lancut. 
 
MARKOWA 
A village where Righteous Gentiles hid their Jewish neighbors – risking, and at times 
even forfeiting, their lives. 
 
TARNOW 
Visit the market square from where Tarnow's Jews were rounded up and deported. See 
the horrifying remains of Tarnow's Central Synagogue. Learn of the 728 Poles who 
were sent to Auschwitz from outside of the community's mikvah - which is now a diner. 
 
ZBYLITOWSKA GORA 
The forest where 7,000 of Tarnow's Jews were murdered. Visit the mass grave of 800 
Jewish children. 
 
Overnight: Sheraton Grand Krakow 
 
 

FRIDAY MAY 17TH 

BIRKENAU 
The Jewish Auschwitz. The factory of tragedy. Stand where the infamous selection was 
conducted by Dr. Josef Mengele. Witness the horrifying living conditions and latrines.  
 
AUSCHWITZ I 
The museum of genocide. See the piles of belongings of those who were gassed to 
death. Look through the book of the names and history of 4,200,000 of the Nazi’s 
victims. 
 
Candle Lighting at 7pm 
Overnight: Sheraton Grand Krakow 
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SHABBAT MAY 18TH 
 
Our Shabbat schedule is partially dependent on the Krakow’s Jewish community’s schedule, which 
will be published closer to our tour. Therefore, our detailed Shabbat schedule will be provided 
after arriving in Poland. 
 
Our schedule will include the following: 
 
KRAKOW SYNAGOGUES 
Visit the shul of Rabbi Moshe Isserles, visit the Isaac Synagogue and the “progressive” 
Temple Synagogue. 
 
OSKAR SCHINDLER’S FACTORY 
Ponder the heroism of righteous gentiles. 
 
BAIS YAAKOV KRAKOW 
The world’s first Bais Yaakov School opened in 1917, finally providing an opportunity 
for Jewish girls to receive an intensive Torah education.  
 
RYNEK GLOWNY 
Krakow’s old town market square, dating back to the 13th century.  
 
Shabbat ends: 8:50pm  
Overnight: Sheraton Grand Krakow 
 

SUNDAY MAY 19TH 
 
 
LODZ GHETTO 
The Judenrat demands for parents to hand over their children to the Nazis.     
 
LODZ’S JEWISH CEMETERY  
Europe's largest Jewish cemetery. Visit the tribute to Bnei Akiva, and discover the 
miracle of the 6 empty mass graves.  
 
RADEGAST CATTLE CAR 
Hear of the road to agony.  
 
Transfer to Warsaw airport 
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GNS Friends, 

 

As you may know, I have taken several trips to Poland over the past few years. It’s an 
extremely powerful trip and one that I would like to share with anyone who can join me. 
 
I can promise that there will be high points to offset the low points. We will see beautiful 
shuls where we can sing together as so many did just a generation or two ago. We will 
walk the streets that our families once walked. We will also witness the selfless heroism 
of so many that enabled the fortunate to survive. 
 
There will, however, be low points. We will see places and hear stories that cannot be 
imagined. We will have moments when no words can be said to describe the emotions 
that we’ll be experiencing. They are difficult, but they are necessary. 
 

Costs, excluding airfare: 

 
Land costs for a 6 day, 5 night tour are based on double occupancy. Rates go down as we 
reach certain participant thresholds, so encourage your friends to join! 
Single occupancy costs an additional $475 per person. 
 
For 15 people, $2810 per person 
For 20 people, $2775 per person 
For 25 people, $2430 per person 
For 30 people, $2417 per person 
For 35 people, $2208 per person 
For 40 people, $2200 per person 
 
THIS TRIP WILL HAVE A MAXIMUM OF 40 PARTICIPANTS, REGISTERED 

ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. 

 
Fee Includes: 

 
Tour guide / Historian: Rabbi David Abrahamowitz 
Medic 
Security 
Bussing 
Accomodations 
Meals 
 
Payment Schedule: 

A deposit of $1000 per participant will secure your spot with a balance to be paid by 
February 1. Final costs, dependent on participant number will be distributed on or around 
December 15. 
 

 

 

Flights: 

I encourage you all to book your own flights, though I’m happy to guide you towards 
particular ones if you wish. Our plan is to meet at approximately 12:00pm in the Warsaw 
Airport (WAW). Flying together is great but feel free to fly from wherever you’d like and 
meet me there. 
 



 

THINGS TO CONSIDER: 

 

LOTS of walking, as much as 8 miles per day according to my pedometer during my trip 

in February. The walking, however, is broken up into small sections throughout the day, 

with plenty of resting time on the bus between. The longest stretch is about 3 miles over 3 

hours. 

 

Living out of a suitcase. We stay at a different hotel each of the first 3 nights to 

maximize our coverage of the country. 

 

Meal choices are not elaborate as we don’t want to spend too much time eating, but all 

meals are more than adequate. 

Breakfast is usually a typical spread – vegetables, cereals, assorted cheeses, breads, etc. 

There will days with hot eggs, pancakes, etc when we are closer to catering services. 

Lunch is served bagged, usually on the bus, as a sandwich, fruit, and drink. There are also 

provisions at breakfast if you choose to bag your own. 

Dinner is usually a form of chicken, vegetables, soup, starch, etc., It’s very tasty and very 

filling. 

 

I’ve had success packing some snacks to munch on throughout the bus rides, as well as 2 

thermoses – one for coffee and one for instant soup mix (more appropriate for winter). 

 

Weather – It’s usually pretty moderate in Poland in May – 50-65 degrees during the day, 

though it can get rainy, and we’ll be doing a decent amount of walking on non-paved 

surfaces. A decent pair of all-weather boots are a great idea. 

 

 

Daily Schedule: Wake up early (6:30am), get back late (8:30pm). On the bus, off the 

bus. Repeat, repeat, repeat. 

 

 

MOST IMPORTANTLY: 

It goes without saying that this is not a vacation. It is for many, in more than one way, 

exhausting. It is also a potentially life-changing experience, especially when you consider 

the ability to share these moments with friends. 

 

 

Please consider joining us for this experience. If you have any questions, please call my 

cell phone at 732-991-6606 or email me at YSpinner@gns.org. 

 

 

Chazzan Yitzy Spinner 

November 2018 


