
One of the most profound 

and influential comments 

ever made about Jewish 

destiny was made by the 

pagan prophet Bilaam in 

this week’s sedra: As I 

see them from the 

mountain tops, Gaze on 

them from the heights, 

Behold it is a people that 

dwells alone, Not 

reckoned among the 

nations. (Num. 23:9) To 

many – Jews and non+

Jews, admirers and critics 

alike – that has seemed 

to epitomize the Jewish 

situation: a people that 

stands outside history 

and the normal laws 

governing the fate of 

nations. For Jews it was a 

source of pride. For non+

Jews, it was all too often 

a source of resentment 

and hate. For centuries, 

Jews in Christian Europe 

were treated, in Max 

Weber’s phrase, as a 

“pariah people.” All 

agreed, though, that 

Jews were different. The 

question is: how and 

why? The biblical answer 

is surprising and 

profound. It is not that 

Jews alone knew God. 

That is manifestly not the 

case. Bilaam – the very 

prophet who uttered 

these words – was not an 

Israelite. Nor were 

Abimelekh or Laban, to 

whom God appears in the book 

of Genesis. Abraham’s 

contemporary, Malkizedek, 

king of Shalem (the city that 

later became Jerusalem) is 

described as a priest of the 

most high God. Jethro, Moses’ 

father+in+law, was a Midianite 

high priest, yet the sedra that 

contains the supreme moment 

of Jewish history – the 

revelation at Mount Sinai – 

bears his name. Even the 

Pharaoh who ruled Egypt in the 

days of Joseph said of him, 

“Can we find anyone like this 

man, one in whom is the spirit 

of God?” 

 

God does not appear only to 

Jews, members of the 

covenantal nation. Nor does He 

answer only Jewish prayers. At 

the dedication of the Temple, 

King Solomon made the 

following request: As for the 

foreigner who does not belong 

to Your people Israel but has 

come from a distant land 

because of Your name — for 

men will hear of Your great 

name and Your mighty hand 

and Your outstretched arm+

when he comes and prays 

toward this temple, then hear 

from heaven, Your dwelling 

place, and do whatever the 

foreigner asks of You, so that 

all the peoples of the earth 

may know Your name and fear 

You, as do your own people 

Israel, and may know that this 

house I have built bears Your 
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Name. The sages continued 

this great tradition when 

they said that “the 

righteous of the nations of 

the world have a share in 

the world to come.” Yad 

Vashem, the Holocaust 

museum in Jerusalem, 

contains the names of more 

than 20,000 righteous 

gentiles who saved lives 

during the Holocaust years. 

 

Nor is it that God’s covenant 

with the children of Israel 

means that they are more 

righteous than others. 

Malachi, last of the 

prophets, has striking words 

to say on the subject: From 

where the sun rises to 

where it sets, My name is 

honored among the nations, 

and everywhere incense 

and pure oblation are 

offered to My name, for My 

name is honored among the 

nations, says the Lord of 

hosts. But you profane it…

(Malachi 1:11+12) Nor did 

any of the major strands in 

Jewish thought ever see 

Jewish chosen+ness as a 

privilege. It was, and is, a 

responsibility. The key verse 

here is the famous prophecy 

of Amos: You alone have I 

singled out, Of all the 

families of the earth –That 

is why I will call you to 

account, For all your 

iniquities. (Amos 3:2) 
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Welcomes your questions about mikvah,           

observance of taharat mishpacha (halacha relating 

to married life) and women’s health, as it connects 
to Jewish law. Reach out to her at: 

Phone: 516.415.1111 

Email: ��������	����������������������������������������������������

All conversations�and emails are kept confidential.                        

Where then did Jewish singularity lie? The clue lies in the 

precise wording of Bilaam’s blessing: “Behold it is a  people 

 that dwells alone.” For it was  as a people  that God chose 

the descendants of Abraham; as a people that He made a 

covenant with them at Mount Sinai; as a people that He 

rescued them from Egypt, gave them laws, and entered 

into their history. “You will be to Me,” He said at Sinai, “a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Judaism is the only 

religion to place God at the centre of its self+definition as a 

nation. Jews are the only nation whose very identity is          

defined in religious terms. There were many nations in the 

ancient world who had national gods. There were other   

religions – Judaism’s two daughter faiths, Christianity and 

Islam – that believed in a universal God and a universal 

religion. Only Judaism believed, and still believes, in a              

universal God accessible to all, yet peculiarly manifest in 

the way of life, fate and destiny of a single and singular 

people: You are my witnesses, declares the Lord, and my 

servant whom I have chosen…You are my witnesses,              

declares the Lord, that I am God. (Isaiah 43:10+12) 

 

Israel, in its history and laws, would be God’s witness. It 

would testify to something larger than itself. So it proved to 

be. The historian Barbara Tuchman wrote: The history of 

the Jews is… intensely peculiar in the fact of having given 

the Western world its concept of origins and monotheism, 

its ethical traditions, and the founder of its prevailing            

religion, yet suffering dispersion, statelessness and                  

ceaseless persecution, and finally in our times nearly                    

successful genocide, dramatically followed by fulfillment of 

the never+relinquished dream of return to their homeland. 

Viewing this strange and singular history one cannot escape 

the impression that it must contain some special                             

significance for the history of mankind, that in some way,  

whether one believes in divine purpose or inscrutable           

circumstance, the Jews have been singled out to carry the 

tale of human fate. 

 

Why, if God is the God of the universe, accessible to every 

human being, should He choose one nation to bear witness 

to His presence in the human arena? This is a profound 

question. There is no short answer. But at least part of the 

answer, I believe, is this. God is wholly Other. Therefore 

He chose a people who would be humanity’s ‘other’. That is 

what Jews were – outsiders, different, distinctive, a people 

who swam against the tide and challenged the idols of the 

age. Judaism is the counter+voice in the conversation of 

mankind. During two thousand years of dispersion, Jews 

were the only people who, as a group, refused to                           

assimilate to the dominant culture or convert to the                      

dominant faith. They suffered as a result – but what they 

taught was not for themselves alone. They showed that a 

nation does not need to be powerful or large to win God’s 

favor. They showed that a nation can lose everything else 

– land, power, rights, a home – and yet still not lose hope. 

They showed that God is not necessarily on the side of 

great empires or big battalions. They showed that a nation 

can be hated, persecuted, reviled, and yet still be loved by 

God. They showed that to every law of history there is an 

exception and what the majority believes at any given            

moment is not necessarily true. Judaism is God’s                                   

question+mark against the conventional wisdom of the age. 

It is neither an easy nor a comfortable fate to be “a people 

that dwells alone”, but it is a challenging and inspirational 

one. 
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Beginning with the 17th of Tammuz and continuing through the 9th of Av is the period in the Jewish calendar known 

as “The Three Weeks”. These weeks correspond to the time when the walls of the city of Jerusalem were first 

breached until the burning and final destruction of the Temple. Accordingly, we relive this historical experience by 

adopting certain symbolic behavior commonplace to a state of mourning. As we approach that final destruction our 

symbolic mourning grows more pronounced. It is most intense on the day of Tisha B’av itself. 

 

Jewish Law and tradition have established a pattern of behavior for this period of the year. This pattern of  behavior 

clearly parallels behavior during the period of mourning following the loss of a family member. The motivating idea 

behind this is that our emotions are often controlled by the things that we do and ultimately bring about a sense of 

mourning and loss. The extent to which we are able to  follow these patterns of behavior will determine the extent to 

which we will experience the destruction of our Temple. 

 

Because of the historical implications of this time of year ��������� are forbidden during the Three Week period. It 

seems that the prohibition stems not from the change in personal status, but rather from the celebration which is an 

intrinsic part of the marriage. Therefore ��	�
������������� would also be inappropriate during the three weeks. 

There are several different customs concerning listening to ����� during the three weeks. Although there is no            

prohibition to be found in the Shulchan Aruch, this is because music in general was frowned upon after the                           

destruction of the Beit HaMikdash. Its  prohibition during the three weeks might be seen as either an intrinsic part of 

our mourning for the Beit HaMikdash, or as an extension of the prohibition of celebratory events. Many permit music 

for a functional purpose, such as exercise or staying awake while driving. ����������������������� which would 

require the blessing of ������������ is avoided during the three weeks (buying them is permitted). This is because 

that blessing  allowed us to reach this time, a blessing inappropriate for this time of national calamity.            

���������� and the like whose eating would also require the blessing of ������������, are not eaten until Shabbat 

when a ������������ may be recited. New clothing purchased during the week may also be worn on Shabbat. In 

keeping with the customs of mourning, ������������ is avoided during the three weeks, and there are many who 

refrain from ������� as well. 
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��2���2���3�456478� ����2���3�469. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  
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If you know anyone that can benefit from Bikur Cholim, 

please email Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you 

very much to our amazing team of approximately 25                

volunteers who have dedicated their time and effort making 

weekly phone calls and visits over the past year to those in 

need in our shul. Their tremendous chesed is an inspiration 

to all of us. 
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As the summer approaches, please take note of our special 

Summer Series Lectures: 
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Sponsorships are available by calling the shul office or 

emailing Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org.  
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����	���on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their daughter�������-����� �@�to grandparents -��2��
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-����� �@�to�������$������1�=���on the Bar Mitzvah of 

their son�"�������

-����� �@�to ,�����$������������������ on the Bat          

Mitzvah of their daughter�#������

-����� �@�to �2�����$�-��	��=����� on the                                

engagement of their daughter ������� to �2���!����.  

-����� �@�to ������������	�**�on the marriage of her 

daughter %�2� to ,����������of Israel.  
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Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes,               

photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by today 

%����7<���to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net.  We would 

also like to include a new feature in SCOPE magazine – 

Letters to the Editor (maximum 150 words per letter) + to 

express short responses and/or corrections to previously 

published articles. Thank you very much to our SCOPE 

sponsors (we have about 70!) for their strong support this 

past year by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hashanah,                 

Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the 

year.  
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Join us on %����7?���*����4439567355�to hear  �����

-�����	�**����A1�������6� ���/��	������”, detailing 

the different streams of thought that contributed to the 

Zionist idea.  

%����44�� + Peter Gordon on “Aging in Place” 

%����7<�� + Book Discussion of Andrew Kane’s “Joshua, a 

Brooklyn Tale”.  

�����2��B�4?� ������

Payman Rabiei for Pari bat Meyer 

Elena Berkowitz for David Fridman 

Leslie Kahn for Nathan Kahn 

Gitty Louzoun for Gilbert Louzoun 

Malka Louzoun for Gilbert Louzoun 

Michelle Heisler for Gilbert Louzoun 

Arthur Pomerantz for Ruth Pomerantz 

���2��B�4:� ������

Marc Gottlieb for Herman Gottlieb 

Morris Nasser for Rafael Nasser 

-��2��B�4;� ������

Asher Pirouzian for Ayoub Pirouzian 

Susan Goldman for Oscar Ring 
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Dorothy Reiser for Mitsu Cohen 

Rose Weiss for Sabina Fajg 

Felix Glaubach for Baruch Glaubach 

Charlene Milun for Sarah Israelite 

Leo Mindick for Sam Rubinstein 

Murray Honig for Joan Scheiner 
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Rabbi Stuart Grant for Ada Auerbach 

Steve Blumner for Malka bat Yehiel 

Steve Blumner for Lillian Blumner 

Marc Gottlieb for Fanny Gottlieb 

Richard Lillien for Llewellyn Lillien 

Ira Rosenberg for Gloria Rosenberg 

Devorah Wang for Fay Saltzman 
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Arlette Shaya for Vita Dayan 
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Lauren Hyman for Murray Cohen 

Pauline Levy for Carrie Joseph 

Lorraine Domnitch for Rosalind Mordkofsky 

Karen Wolff for Ida Tessler 

Adam Zalta for Maurice Zalta 
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GNS Volunteers needed to chair: GNS August Chesed +

School Supply collection please email or contact  

mtwersky@gns.org or Sharon Goldwyn  

sgdesignermom@aol.com or 917+287+7334  
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June 27: Chaverim Center 

July 8: Summer Lecture: Rabbi Moshe Weinberger 

July 11: Chaverim Center 

July 15: Men’s Club Event with Michael J. Weinstein 

July 24: Summer Lecture: Sandra Rapoport 
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%����4<�����45355���: Book Presentation & signing with 

Michael J. Weinstein, author of “Ten Times Chai”, a book 

that chronicles synagogues in NYC.   


