
The parsha of Naso 

seems, on the face of it, 

to be a heterogeneous 

collection of utterly 

unrelated items. First 

there is the account of 

the Levitical families of 

Gershon and Merari and 

their tasks in carrying 

parts of the Tabernacle 

when the Israelites 

journeyed. Then, after 

two brief laws about 

removing unclean people 

from the camp and 

about restitution, there 

comes the strange 

ordeal of the Sotah, the 

woman suspected by her 

husband of adultery. 

Next comes the law of 

the Nazirite, the person 

who voluntarily and 

usually for a fixed period 

took on himself special 

holiness restrictions, 

among them the 

renunciation of wine and 

grape products, of 

haircuts, and of 

defilement by contact 

with a dead body. This is 

followed, again 

seemingly with no 

connection, by one of 

the oldest prayers in the 

world still in continuous 

use: the priestly 

blessings. Then, with 

inexplicable 

repetitiousness, comes 

the account of the gifts 

brought by the princes of 

each tribe at the dedication of 

the Tabernacle, a series of 

long paragraphs repeated no 

less than twelve times, since 

each prince brought an 

identical offering. 

 

Why does the Torah spend so 

much time describing an 

event that could have been 

stated far more briefly by 

naming the princes and then 

simply telling us generically 

that each brought a silver 

dish, a silver basin and so on? 

The question that 

overshadows all others, 

though, is: what is the logic of 

this apparently disconnected 

series? The answer lies in the 

last word of the priestly 

blessing: shalom, peace. In a 

long analysis the 15th century 

Spanish Jewish commentator 

Rabbi Isaac Arama explains 

that shalom does not mean 

merely the absence of war or 

strife. It means completeness, 

perfection, the harmonious 

working of a complex system, 

integrated diversity, a state in 

which everything is in its 

proper place and all is at one 

with the physical and ethical 

laws governing the universe. 

“Peace is the thread of grace 
issuing from Him, may He be 

exalted, stringing together all 

beings, supernal, 

intermediate, and lower. It 

underlies and sustains the 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Parshat Naso 
reality and unique 

existence of each” (Akedat 
Yitzhak, ch. 74). Similarly, 

Isaac Abarbanel writes, 

“That is why God is called 
peace, because it is He 

who binds the world 

together and orders all 

things according to their 

particular character and 

posture. For when things 

are in their proper order, 

peace will reign”  
(Abarbanel, Commentary 

to Avot 2:12). 

 

This is a concept of peace 

heavily dependent on the 

vision of Genesis 1, in 

which God brings order out 

of tohu va-vohu, chaos, 

creating a world in which 

each object and life form 

has its place. Peace exists 

where each element in the 

system is valued as a vital 

part of the system as a 

whole and where there is 

no discord between them. 

The various provisions of 

parshat Naso are all about 

bringing peace in this 

sense. The most obvious 

case is that of the Sotah, 

the woman suspected by 

her husband of adultery. 

What struck the sages 

most forcibly about the 

ritual of the Sotah is the 

fact that it involved 

obliterating the name of 

God, something strictly  
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forbidden under other circumstances. The officiating 

priest recited a curse including God’s name, wrote it on a 
parchment scroll, and then dissolved the writing into  

specially prepared water. The sages inferred from this 

that God was willing to renounce His own honor, allowing 

His name to be effaced “in order to make peace between 
husband and wife” by clearing an innocent woman from 
suspicion. Though the ordeal was eventually abolished by 

Rabbi Johanan ben Zakkai after the destruction of the 

Second Temple, the law served as a reminder as to how 

important domestic peace is in the Jewish scale of values. 

 

The passage relating to the Levitical families of Gershon 

and Merari signals that they were given a role of honor in 

transporting items of the Tabernacle during the people’s 
journeys through the wilderness. Evidently they were               

satisfied with this honor, unlike the family of Kehat,                     

detailed at the end of last week’s parsha, one of whose 
number, Korach, eventually instigated a rebellion against 

Moses and Aaron. Likewise, the long account of the                        

offerings of the princes of the twelve tribes is a dramatic 

way of indicating that each was considered important 

enough to merit its own passage in the Torah. People will 

do destructive things if they feel slighted, and not given 

their due role and recognition. Again the case of Korach 

and his allies is the proof of this. By giving the Levitical 

families and the princes of the tribes their share of honor 

and attention, the Torah is telling us how important it is 

to preserve the harmony of the nation by honoring all. 

 

The case of the Nazirite is in some ways the most                              

interesting. There is an internal conflict within Judaism               

between, on the one hand, a strong emphasis on the  

equal dignity of everyone in the eyes of God, and the 

existence of a religious elite in the form of the tribe of 

Levi in general and the Cohanim, the priests, in                           

particular. It seems that the law of the Nazirite was a 

way of opening up the possibility to non-Cohanim of a 

special sanctity close to, though not precisely identical 

with, that of the Cohanim themselves. This too is a way 

of avoiding the damaging resentments that can occur 

when people find themselves excluded by birth from   

certain forms of status within the community. 

 

If this analysis is correct, then a single theme binds the 

laws and narrative of this parsha: the theme of making 

special efforts to preserve or restore peace between               

people. Peace is easily damaged and hard to repair. 

Much of the rest of the book of Bamidbar is a set of 

variations on the theme of internal dissension and strife. 

So has Jewish history been as a whole. Naso tells us that 

we have to go the extra mile in bringing peace between 

husband and wife, between leaders of the community, 

and among laypeople who aspire to a more-than-usual 

state of sanctity. It is no accident therefore that the 

priestly blessings end – as do the vast majority of Jewish 

prayers – with a prayer for peace. Peace, said the rabbis, 

is one of the names of God himself, and Maimonides 

writes that the whole Torah was given to make peace in 

the world (Laws of Hanukah 4:14). Naso is a series of 

practical lessons in how to ensure, as far as possible, 

that everyone feels recognized and respected, and that 

suspicion is defused and dissolved. We have to work for 

peace as well as pray for it. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

SISTERHOOD EVENTS 

If you are interested in receiving Sisterhood emails, please 

email farlafrumkin@gmail.com. Membership is not required 

to be on the email list, attend events or help out. It is a 

great way to keep track of all Sisterhood events.  

MEN’S CLUB EVENTS 

Wednesday & Thursday May 23-24 at 7:00 pm:            

Defensive Driving Classes. Cost is $35 per person and $30 

for Men’s Club Members. Please call the GNS office at 
516.487.6100 to sign up.  

Sunday June 10 at 8:00 pm:                                                                   

Mets vs. Yankees at Citi Field. Tickets: $70 for Men’s Club 
members, $85 for non-members. Contact GNS             

office or Jack Lipsky 516.384.1482.  

BIKUR CHOLIM THANK YOU 

If you know anyone that can benefit from Bikur Cholim, 

please email Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you 

very much to our amazing team of approximately 25                       

volunteers who have dedicated their time and effort            

making weekly phone calls and visits over the past year to 

those in need in our shul. Their tremendous chesed is an 

inspiration to all of us. 

WOMEN’S SHABBATON 

All women are invited to a special women’s only Seudah 
Shlishit on Shabbat, May 26th at 6:00 pm with                      

renown speaker Jackie Bitton. Please call the GNS office if 

you are interested in sponsoring this event.  

GRADUATION KIDDUSH 

To include your simcha in the graduation Kiddush on  

Shabbat June 2nd, please contact mtwersky@gns.org. 

Cost is $100 per family.  

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

March with GNS at the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, 

May 28th, beginning at 9:15 am.  

Saturday, 12 Sivan 

Judith Weinstein for Beatrice Eichenhorn 

Tom Furst for Harry Furst 

Gitty Louzoun for Anna Malek 

Howard Silberstein for Libie Silberstein 

Sunday, 13 Sivan 

Gloria Faizakoff for Philip Cohen 

Zachary Dicker for Samual Dicker 

Celia Lemonik for Albert Dorner 

Tzipporah Gruber for William Mandell 

Elena Berkowitz for Frida Segev 

Sonia Movsas for Leah Serlin 

Monday, 14 Sivan 

Ilana Kroll for Stefa Hasson 

Tuesday, 15 Sivan 

Mark Lubin for Robert Lubin 

Wednesday, 16 Sivan 

Phil Hanfling for Feivul Hanfling 

Phil Hanfling for Roslyn Hanfling 

Thursday, 17 Sivan 

Rona Mittleman for Michael Haber 

Edmund Kessler for Lillie Kessler 

Ronald Braun for Leo Kloper 

Pamela Toledano for Harold Kovar 

Paul Brody for Sarah Weinstein 

Friday, 18 Sivan 

Steven Kashan for Monavar Kashan 

Sharon Janovic for Ronald Meltz 

Meier Stein for Zvi Mordechai Stein 

Judith Weinstein for Joseph Weisman 

Claire Behar for Lionel Winston 

Robert Zausmer for Morris Zausmer 

Mazal Tov to Lillian & Gary Chubak on the birth of a 

grandson, born to their children Jeffrey & Keren               

Chubak.  

Mazal Tov to Sari & Stuart Braunstein on the birth of a 

grandson, born to their children, Jesse & Alyssa                   

Braunstein.  

Mazal Tov to Michele & Howard Wolf on the birth of a  

granddaughter, Julia Philippa, born to their children               

Rachel & Andrew Borodach and big sister Kira.  

Mazal Tov to Sammy & Soraya Cohan on the upcoming 

marriage of their son Edmond to Shiva Teherani,             

daughter of Shanaz & Benjamin Teherani.  

Mazal Tov to Mariana Naim on the marriage of her son, 

Shahin to Leah Vujovic.  

Mazal Tov to Celia & Jack Lemonik on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Miriam, born to their children Yonah & 

Rachel Lemonik. 

SECURITY BREACH 

The new door code was obtained by unauthorized                       

individuals. As a result, the code was changed again on   

Friday afternoon (5/18/18). It will be announced in the  

minyanim or call the office. If you must let someone into 

the building do so without revealing the code. Please             

remember the door code is for our safety and should not 

be disclosed haphazardly.  

UPCOMING EVENTS                                                                           

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

May 23-24: Defensive Driving Course 

May 25-26: Women’s Shabbaton with Jackie Bitton 

May 28: Memorial Day Parade 

May 30: Chaverim Center 

June 2: Graduation Kiddush 

June 10: Men’s Club Baseball Game 

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Join Chaverim on Wednesday, May 30th for games and 

book discussion on “The Bridge Ladies” by Betsy Lerner.  

mailto:drein@verizon.net

