
Our parsha contains the 

most serene description of 

old age and dying 

anywhere in the Torah: 

“Then Abraham breathed 
his last and died at a good 

old age, an old man and 

full of years; and he was 

gathered to his 

people” (Gen. 25:8). There 
is an earlier verse, no less 

moving: “Abraham was 
old, well advanced in 

years, and God had 

blessed Abraham with 

everything” (Gen. 24:1). 
Nor was this serenity the 

gift of Abraham alone. 

Rashi was puzzled by the 

description of Sarah – 

“Sarah lived to be 127 
years old: [These were] 

the years of Sarah’s 
life” (23:1). The last 
phrase seems completely 

superfluous. Why not just 

tell us that Sarah lived to 

the age of 127? What is 

added by saying that 

“these were the years of 
Sarah’s life”? Rashi is led 
to the conclusion that the 

first half of the verse talks 

about the quantity of her 

life, how long she lived, 

while the second tells us 

about the quality of her 

life. “They – the years she 

lived – were all equal in 

goodness.” 
 

Yet how is any of this 

conceivable? Abraham and 

Sarah were commanded by God 

to leave everything that was 

familiar: their land, their home, 

their family, and travel to an 

unknown land. No sooner had 

they arrived than they were 

forced to leave because of 

famine. Twice, Abraham’s life 
was at risk when, driven into 

exile, he worried that he would 

be killed so that the local ruler 

could take Sarah into his harem. 

Sarah herself had to say that she 

was Abraham’s sister, and had to 
suffer the indignity of being 

taken into a stranger’s 
household. Then there was the 

long wait for a child, made even 

more painful by the repeated 

Divine promise that they would 

have as many children as the 

stars of the sky or the dust of 

the earth. Then came the drama 

of the birth of Ishmael to Sarah’s 
servant Hagar. This aggravated 

the relationship between the two 

women, and eventually Abraham 

had to send Hagar and Ishmael 

away. One way or another, this 

was a source of pain to all four 

people involved. Then there was 

the agony of the binding of 

Isaac. Abraham was faced with 

the prospect of losing the person 

most precious to him, the child 

he had waited for so long. 

 

For a variety of reasons, neither 

Abraham nor Sarah had an easy 

life. Theirs were lives of trial, in 

which their faith was tested at 

many points. How can Rashi say 

that all of Sarah’s years were 
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equal in goodness? How can 

the Torah say that Abraham 

had been blessed with 

everything? The answer is 

given by the parsha itself, 

and it is very unexpected. 

Seven times Abraham had 

been promised the land. Here 

is just one of those occasions: 

The Lord said to Abram after 

Lot had parted from him, 

“Raise your eyes, and, from 
the place where you are now 

[standing], look to the north, 

to the south, to the east, and 

to the west. All the land that 

you see I will give to you and 

your offspring forever…Go, 
walk through the length and 

breadth of the land, for I am 

giving it to you” (Gen. 13:14-

17). Yet by the time Sarah 

dies, Abraham has no land at 

all, and he is forced to 

prostrate himself before the 

local Hittites and beg for 

permission to acquire even a 

single field with a cave in 

which to bury his wife. Even 

then he has to pay what is 

clearly a massively inflated 

price: four hundred silver 

shekels. This does not sound 

like the fulfillment of the 

promise of “all the land, 
north, south, east and west.” 
 

Then, in relation to children, 

Abraham is promised four 

times: “I will make you into a 
great nation” (12:2). “I will 
make your offspring like the 

dust of the earth” (13:16).  
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Times 

Candle Lighting 4:22 pm 

Mincha 4:25 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 pm 

Gemorah Shiur 3:45 pm 

Mincha 4:15 pm 

Shabbat Ends 5:28 pm 

R’ Reisman Video 7:30 pm 

Sunday Nov. 12 7:30/8:30 am 
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Tue., Wed, & Fri. 

Mincha 
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6:45/7:45 am 
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Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

November 11 9:08/9:58 am 

November 18 9:12/10:01 am 

Next Shabbat    
Chayei Sarah 

Candle Lighting 4:16 pm 

Mincha 4:20 pm                 

Kiddush  

is sponsored by  

Great Neck Synagogue 
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God “took Abram outside and said, ‘Look at the sky and count 
the stars. See if you can count them.’ God then said to him, 
‘That is how numerous your descendants will be.’” (15:5). “No 
longer shall you be called Abram. Your name shall become 

Abraham, for I have set you up as the father of many nations” 
(17:5). Yet he had to wait so long for even a single son by 

Sarah that when God insisted that she would indeed have a 

son, both Abraham (17:17) and Sarah (18:12) laughed. (The 

sages differentiated between these two episodes, saying that 

Abraham laughed with joy, Sarah with disbelief. In general, in 

Genesis, the verb tz-ch-k, to laugh, is fraught with ambiguity). 

 

One way or another, whether we think of children or the land – 

the two key Divine promises to Abraham and Sarah – the            

reality fell far short of what they might have felt entitled to 

expect. That, however, is precisely the meaning and message 

of Chayei Sarah. In it Abraham does two things: he buys the 

first plot in the land of Canaan, and he arranges for the                     

marriage of Isaac. One field and a cave was, for Abraham, 

enough for the text to say that “God had blessed Abraham with                           
everything.” One child, Isaac, by then married and with               
children (Abraham was 100 when Isaac was born; Isaac was 

sixty when the twins, Jacob and Esau, were born; and Abraham 

was 175 when he died) was enough for Abraham to die in 

peace. 

 

Lao-Tzu, the Chinese sage, said that a journey of a thousand 

miles begins with a single step. To that Judaism adds, “It is not 
for you to complete the work but neither are you free to desist 

from it” (Avot 2:16). God Himself said of Abraham, “For I have 
chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household 

after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right 

and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what He 

has promised him” (Gen. 18:19). The meaning of this is clear. 
If you ensure that your children will continue to live for what 

you have lived for, then you can have faith that they will  

continue your journey until eventually they reach the                                   

destination. Abraham did not need to see all the land in Jewish 

hands, nor did he need to see the Jewish people become            

numerous. He had taken the first step. He had begun the task, 

and he knew that his descendants would continue it. He was 

able to die  serenely because he had faith in God and faith that 

others would complete what he had begun. The same was 

surely true of Sarah. 

 

To place your life in God’s hands, to have faith that whatever 
happens to you happens for a reason, to know that you are 

part of a larger narrative, and to believe that others will                  

continue what you began, is to achieve a satisfaction in life 

that cannot be destroyed by circumstance. Abraham and Sarah 

had that faith, and they were able to die with a sense of                      

fulfillment. To be happy does not mean that you have                           

everything you want or everything you were promised. It 

means, simply, to have done what you were called on to do, to 

have made a beginning, and then to have passed on the baton 

to the next generation. “The righteous, even in death, are                 
regarded as though they were still alive” (Berakhot 18a)                     
because the righteous leave a living trace in those who come 

after them. That was enough for Abraham and Sarah, and it 

must be enough for us. 

 

 

In commemoration of Veteran’s Day, we salute 
all of our members who served in the armed 

forces of countries around the world: 

 

Rabbi Esor Ben-Sorek (Israel Army) 

Zach Dicker (US Army) 

Harold Domnitch (US Air Force) 

Murray Frank (US Air Force) 

Israel Freeman, MD (Israel Army) 

Yehoshua Gilad (Israel Air Force) 

Milton Mitzner (US Navy) 

Isaac Sachmechi, MD (Israel Army) 

Morris Seidman (US Army) 

Fred Shaw (US Navy) 

Martin Sokol 

Charles Stein (US Navy) 

Gerald A. Traub (US Army) 

Paul Weinberg (Lieutenant US Army) 

Vladimir Zyskind (USSR Army) 



VARIETY NIGHT, MINI SHABBATON & CLASSES 

Mondays 
Rabbi Ian Lichter  8:00 – 9:00 pm (Beit Midrash) 
This class takes one interpersonal mitzvah per evening 

and analyzes its scope in our day to day interactions.  

Rabbi Dale Polakoff  9:00 – 10:00 pm (Bilfeld home) 
Join us in discovering the deeper teachings of the              

Talmud Rosh Hashana.   

Tuesdays 
Rabbi Ian Lichter  7:00 – 7:30 pm (Chalfin Room) 
1st-5th graders learn the Parsha with an opportunity to 
share a dvar Torah at the Shabbat table. 

Rabbi Yossi Singer  8:30 - 9:30 pm (Weinstein Room) 
Join a class that has been going strong for over 30 
years. Learning Masechet Yoma.  

Wednesdays 
Rabbi Ian Lichter  9:00 – 10:30 pm (homes) 
Join this growing shiur focused on exploring the world 

of halacha and hashkafa.  

Thursdays 
Rabbi Dale Polakoff  9:15 – 10:30 am (Chalfin Room) 
This Women’s Chumash Class takes an in-depth look at 

Sefer Bamidbar and relates the mitzvot and narratives 

of the Torah to our daily lives. 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff  8:00 – 9:00 pm (Chalfin Room) 
This Power Chumash class utilizes the breadth of Torah 
commentaries in dissecting passages in the Torah to 
provide a broad picture into isolated mitzvot: Sefer 

Shemot.  

 

WEEKLY CLASSES  



 

WOMEN’S LEARNING 



 

CHESSED OPPORTUNITIES 

YOU CAN HAVE YOUR PIE  AND EAT IT TOO..... 

 

Order homemade pareve PIES  

for Thanksgiving  

ALL the funds raised will go to SHARSHERET  

to support  young Jewish women facing OVARIAN CANCER.  

 

Check it out AT: 

www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-prevention/greatneck  

 

ORDER BY NOVEMBER 15th   

Need more info? 

Contact  marla.lemonik@gmail.com 

This year for Thanksgiving 
You can really give thanks and be giving! 

 

Buy a Thanksgiving Dinner for a resident at Arrandale Senior Housing 
and make your parents proud of you. 

 

 
Name:__________________________________________  
Phone #_________________________________________                                                  
Email:__________________________________________ 
Meals purchased in memory/ in honor of: 
________________________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed:______ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 
 We are also looking for a limited number of volunteers (ALL AGES) to help serve the  

dinner, clean up, play music, sing & talk to the residents 
 

I would like to volunteer on Thursday, Nov 23th    11:30-2 pm 
Food Server:_______________        Other Talent:____________________ 
Volunteer Names & Kids’ Ages:  _________________________________ 
 
Co-Sponsored by: GNS Hunger Initiative, Sisterhood & Women’s Tefila  

For more info: call Nechama at 516-773-3572  or email lisslev@verizon.net  
Please return to: GNS   26 Old Mill Road     Great Neck, NY 11023 

$18 can sponsor a dinner 
in honor of/in memory of your parents 

http://www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-prevention/greatneck
mailto:lisslev@verizon.net


 

BOWLING EVENT 



GNS ANNUAL DINNER 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

GREAT NECK BIKUR CHOLIM  

If you would like to volunteer to be a valuable member of the 

Bikur Cholim Committee, please contact Diane Rein at 

drein@verizon.net or (516) 487-1296. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

November 11: Men’s Club & Sisterhood Variety Night 
November 13: Women’s Learning 

November 18: OHEL Shabbaton/Bowling Event 

GNS SHIVA CHESED FUND RUNNING LOW  

As our Shiva Chesed fund is running low we appreciate your 

help to donate now so we are ready to assist Shiva families at 

any time with meals and with whatever is needed. Please  

donate online at https://www.gns.org/about/affiliates/

shivachesed/shiva/ or make checks out to GNS Shiva Chesed 

Fund and mail to Shul.  

Mazal Tov to Beth & Mark Gersten on the birth of a grandson 

born to her children, Brittany & Josh Rickless of Fairlawn NJ.  

Mazal Tov to Gila & George Sameyah and Yaffa & Avraham 

Gabbaizadeh on the birth of their grandson born to their                 

children Fabienne & Ariel Gabbaizadeh. 

Mazal Tov to Doreen & George Zobel on the birth of a  

grandson born to their children Teodora & David Zobel. 

Mazal Tov to Regina & Joseph Gil on the Bat Mitzvah of their 

granddaughter Maia Sophie Gil daughter of Debbie 

Perlman & Gideon Gil.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Randi Luxenberg will be honored at the Shaare Zedek Medical               

Center in Jerusalem Dinner on Wed. Nov. 15th at Guastavinos 

NYC. To register or to place an ad go to www.acsz.org/dinner.  

CHANUKAH SCOPE MAGAZINE SPONSORSHIP 

Thank you very much to our Rosh Hashanah SCOPE sponsors 

for their strong support! We invite others to add their names 

to the sponsor page for the upcoming Chanukah issue. The 

cost is $36/issue or $100 for 3 issues. Please contact  

drein@verizon.net to be a sponsor. Thank you so much!  

GNS 66TH ANNUAL DINNER 

We are looking for donations for the raffle at the dinner. 

Please speak with Daniel Winter or email him at  

winter.Daniel@gmail.com with your donations and or                          

suggestions for raffle prizes. 

WOMEN’S LEARNING 

Join us at the home of Bianca Shirazian on November 13th 

at 8:00 pm at 21 Birchwood Drive for a shiur by Esther 

Wein on “What Makes a Life Worth Living”. 

BOWLING EVENT 

Join us Saturday night November 18th from 7:30-10:00 for 

GNS Night Out at the Lanes - AMF Sheridan Lanes.  

$35/person $70/couple RSVP at mtwersky@gns.org.   

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM TO DELIVER HOMEMADE FOOD 

Do you like to bake challah? cookies? cake? Do you like to 

make soup or other dishes? We have several GNS members 

who are ill or homebound that would love to receive a nice 

food gift to lift their spirits, especially on Erev Shabbat. Please 

text Diane Rein at 516-522-1262 to get a name and address 

of someone that would greatly appreciate your kindness. 

ANNUAL OHEL SHABBATON 

If you are interested in hosting OHEL for our Shabbaton on             

November 17-18, please contact ilichter@gns.org.   

The community is invited to a Shabbat Oneg with OHEL at 

GNS on Friday night, November 17, beginning at 7:00 pm.  

GNS CHESSED 

The GNS Chanukah OHEL Toy Chesed collection will be held 

during November. Please let us know if you will volunteer your 

home as the drop off location for this Chesed collection, by 

calling Mark or Jim at the shul office.  

SHABBAT FOOD                                                                                           

If you know of anyone needing food for Shabbat in our                           

community, please contact Cindy 516.317.9632 or  

koshercookinggn@gmail.com. All communications will remain 

confidential. Beginning Friday Nov. 10 Shabbat Food drop offs 

will no longer be at 18 Birchwood Lane. Please drop off at 91 

Baker Hill Road. You will recognize the coolers!  

Saturday, 22 Cheshvan 

Mary Flax for Max Pasvolsky 

Sunday, 23 Cheshvan 

Joseph Sokol for Ida Warren 

Deborah Hollander for Ida Warren 

Monday, 24 Cheshvan 

Moosa Ebrahimian for Rahel Ebrahimian 

Jeffrey Kaufman for Belle Kaufman  

Ron Malen for Akivah ben Moshe Malensky 

Wednesday, 26 Cheshvan 

Yve Fouladi for Michael Fruhling 

Nina Gourdji for Ezra Nuriel 

Osnass Shein for Hode Pinsvitz 

Andrew Zinaman for Judith Zinaman 

Thursday, 27 Cheshvan 

Joel Crane for Morris Crane 

Ellen Modlin for Marilyn Hose 

Avery Modlin for Marilyn Hose 

Stanley Lupkin for Sylvia Lupkin 

Paul Marcus for Sylvia Marcus 

Paul Weinberg for Jerry Weinberg 

David Werber for Jacob Werber 

Martin Werber for Jacob Werber 

Friday, 28 Cheshvan 

Shulamid Gavronsky for Bertha Kopelowitz 

Elana Flax for Janie Matzkin 

Cheryl Sneag for Janie Matzkin 

MEOROT COMMUNITY SERIES LECTURE EVENT 

Meorot at North Shore Hebrew Academy is proud to announce 

that Dr. David Pelcovitz will deliver a lecture on the 

topic “Developing Your Child’s Uniqueness.” The event will 

take place on the evening of Thursday, November 16 at 8pm at 

the lovely home of Tovah & Josh Marmer, 100 Myrtle Drive in 

Great Neck Estates. This is a community event open to all.  

tel:(516)%20487-1296
http://www.acsz.org/dinner
mailto:drein@verizon.net
mailto:winter.Daniel@gmail.com
tel:(516)%20522-1262
tel:516.317.9632
mailto:koshercookinggn@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=100+Myrtle+Drive&entry=gmail&source=g

