
“Go and learn what Laban 
the Aramean sought to do 

to our father Jacob. 

Pharaoh made his decree 

only about the males 

whereas Laban sought to 

destroy everything.” This 
passage from the 

Haggadah on Pesach – 

evidently based on this 

week’s parsha – is 

extraordinarily difficult to 

understand. First, it is a 

commentary on the phrase 

in Deuteronomy, Arami 

oved avi. As the 

overwhelming majority of 

commentators point out, 

the meaning of this phrase 

is “my father was a 
wandering Aramean”, a 
reference either to Jacob, 

who escaped to Aram 

[Aram meaning Syria, a 

reference to Haran where 

Laban lived], or to 

Abraham, who left Aram in 

response to God’s call to 
travel to the land of 

Canaan. It does not mean 

“an Aramean [Laban] tried 
to destroy my father.” 
Some commentators read 

it this way, but almost 

certainly they only do so 

because of this passage in 

the Haggadah. 

 

Second, nowhere in the 

parsha do we find that 

Laban actually tried to 

destroy Jacob. He deceived him, 

tried to exploit him, and chased 

after him when he fled. As he 

was about to catch up with 

Jacob, God appeared to him in a 

dream at night and said: ‘Be 
very careful not to say anything, 

good or bad, to Jacob.’ (Gen. 
31:24). When Laban complains 

about the fact that Jacob was 

trying to escape, Jacob replies: 

“Twenty years now I have 
worked for you in your estate – 

fourteen years for your two 

daughters, and six years for 

some of your flocks. You 

changed my wages ten 

times!” (31:41). All this suggests 
that Laban behaved outrageously 

to Jacob, treating him like an 

unpaid laborer, almost a slave, 

but not that he tried to “destroy” 
him – to kill him as Pharaoh tried 

to kill all male Israelite children. 

 

Third, the Haggadah and the 

seder service of which it is the 

text, is about how the Egyptians 

enslaved and practiced slow 

genocide against the Israelites 

and how God saved them from 

slavery and death. Why seek to 

diminish this whole narrative by 

saying that, actually, Pharaoh’s 
decree was not that bad, Laban’s 
was worse. This seems to make 

no sense, either in terms of the 

central theme of the Haggadah 

or in relation to the actual facts 

as recorded in the biblical text. 

 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Vayeitzei 
How then are we to 

understand it? Perhaps the 

answer is this. Laban’s 
behavior is the paradigm of 

anti-Semites through the 

ages. It was not so much 

what Laban did that the 

Haggadah is referring to, but 

what his behavior gave rise 

to, in century after century. 

How so? Laban begins by 

seeming like a friend. He 

offers Jacob refuge when he 

is in flight from Esau who has 

vowed to kill him. Yet it turns 

out that his behavior is less 

generous than self-interested 

and calculating. Jacob works 

for him for seven years for 

Rachel. Then on the wedding 

night Laban substitutes Leah 

for Rachel, so that to marry 

Rachel, Jacob has to work 

another seven years. When 

Joseph is born to Rachel, 

Jacob tries to leave. Laban 

protests. Jacob works another 

six years, and then realizes 

that the situation is 

untenable. Laban’s sons are 
accusing him of getting rich at 

Laban’s expense. Jacob 
senses that Laban himself is 

becoming hostile. Rachel and 

Leah agree, saying, “he treats 
us like strangers! He has sold 

us and spent the 

money!” (31:14-15). 

 

Jacob realizes that there is 

nothing he can do or say that  
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TORAH  

ARTSCROLL  144 

 HERTZ  106                                  

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL  1140 

 HERTZ   118 

 

Times 

Candle Lighting 4:12 pm 

Mincha 4:15 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemorah Shiur 3:35 pm 

Mincha 4:05 pm 

Shabbat Ends 5:20 pm 

R’ Reisman Video 7:30 pm 

Sunday Nov. 26 7:30/8:30 am 

Mon. & Thurs.  
 
Tue., Wed, & Fri. 
 
Mincha 

6:35/7:45 am 
 

6:45/7:45 am 
 

4:10 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

November 25 9:17/10:05 am 

December 2 9:22/10:09 am 

Next Shabbat    
Vayishlach 

Candle Lighting 4:09 pm 

Mincha 4:10 pm                 

Kiddush is sponsored by                                           

Great Neck Synagogue                                        

with a Herring Table                                             

sponsored by Cindy & Glenn Ludwig                                            

in memory of her mother Florence Gelber 

and her grandfather Frank Gelber, z"l  

Seudah Shlishit                          

is sponsored by                        

Donna & Joseph Hecht              

in memory of                             

his father                                

Pinchas Hecht, z"l 

Bima Flowers are sponsored by  

Albert Halimi in memory of his father Rachamim Ben Aghababa z”l 



 26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck, NY  11023 (516) 487-6100                                                                Shabbat Announcements Vayeitzei 5778 

Great Neck Synagogue 

26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck , NY 11023 

516-487-6100 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff, Rabbi 
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Eleazer Schulman, z”l, Cantor Emeritus 

Rabbi Sholom Jensen, Youth Director 

Zehava & Dr. Michael Atlas, Youth Directors 
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Dr. James Frisch, Assistant Director 

Dov Sassoon, President 

Rabbi Aron Rubin, Rabbinic Intern 

Harold Domnitch, Chairman of the Board 

Lisa Septimus, Yoetzet Halacha 516-415-1111 

Great Neck Yoetzet Halacha Lisa Septimus 

Welcomes your questions about mikvah,           

observance of taharat mishpacha (halacha relating 

to married life) and women’s health, as it connects 
to Jewish law. Reach out to her at: 

Phone: 516.415.1111 

Email: greatneckyoetzet@gmail.com.                                  

All conversations and emails are kept confidential.                        

will persuade Laban to let him leave. He has no choice but to 

escape. Laban then pursues him, and were it not for God’s 
warning the night before he catches up with him, there is little 

doubt that he would have forced Jacob to return and live out 

the rest of his life as his unpaid laborer. As he says to Jacob the 

next day: “The daughters are my daughters! The sons are my 
sons! The flocks are my flocks! All that you see is mine!” 
(31:43). It turns out that everything he had ostensibly given 

Jacob, in his own mind he had not given at all. Laban treats 

Jacob as his property, his slave. He is a non-person. In his eyes 

Jacob has no rights, no independent existence. He has given 

Jacob his daughters in marriage but still claims that they and 

their children belong to him, not Jacob. He has given Jacob an 

agreement as to the animals that will be his as his wages, yet 

he still insists that “The flocks are my flocks.”  
 

What arouses his anger, his rage, is that Jacob maintains his 

dignity and independence. Faced with an impossible existence 

as his father-in-law’s slave, Jacob always finds a way of              
carrying on. Yes he has been cheated of his beloved Rachel, but 

he works so that he can marry her too. Yes he has been forced 

to work for nothing, but he uses his superior knowledge of  

animal husbandry to propose a deal which will allow him to 

build flocks of his own that will allow him to maintain what is 

now a large family. Jacob refuses to be defeated. Hemmed in 

on all sides, he finds a way out. That is Jacob’s greatness. His 
methods are not those he would have chosen in other                      

circumstances. He has to outwit an extremely cunning                         

adversary. But Jacob refuses to be defeated, or crushed and 

demoralized. In a seemingly impossible situation Jacob retains 

his dignity, independence and freedom. Jacob is no man’s 
slave. Laban is, in effect, the first anti-Semite. In age after age, 

Jews sought refuge from those, like Esau, who sought to kill 

them. The nations who gave them refuge seemed at first to be 

benefactors. But they demanded a price. They saw, in Jews, 

people who would make them rich.  

Wherever Jews went they brought prosperity to their hosts. 

Yet they refused to be mere chattels. They refused to be 

owned. They had their own identity and way of life; they             

insisted on the basic human right to be free. The host society 

the eventually turned against them. They claimed that Jews 

were exploiting them rather than what was in fact the case, 

that they were exploiting the Jews. And when Jews succeeded, 

they accused them of theft: “The flocks are my flocks! All that 
you see is mine!” They forgot that Jews had contributed          
massively to national prosperity. The fact that Jews had             

salvaged some self-respect, some independence, that they too 

had prospered, made them not just envious but angry. That 

was when it became dangerous to be a Jew. 

 

Laban was the first to display this syndrome but not the last. It 

happened again in Egypt after the death of Joseph. It                       

happened under the Greeks and Romans, the Christian and 

Muslim empires of the Middle Ages, the European nations of 

the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and after the 

Russian Revolution. In her fascinating book World on Fire, Amy 

Chua argues that ethnic hatred will always be directed by the 

host society against any conspicuously successful minority. All 

three conditions must be present. [1] The hated group must be 

a minority or people will fear to attack it. [2] It must be                    

successful or people will not envy it, merely feel contempt for 

it. [3] It must be conspicuous or people will not notice it. Jews 

tended to fit all three. That is why they were hated. And it              

began with Jacob during his stay with Laban. He was a                         

minority, outnumbered by Laban’s family. He was successful, 
and it was conspicuous: you could see it by looking at his 

flocks. 

 

What the sages are saying in the Haggadah now becomes 

clear. Pharaoh was a one-time enemy of the Jews, but Laban 

exists, in one form or another, in age after age. The syndrome 

still exists today. As Amy Chua notes, Israel in the context of 

the Middle East is a conspicuously successful minority. It is a 

small country, a minority; it is successful and it is                                 

conspicuously so. Somehow, in a tiny country with few natural 

resources, it has outshone its neighbors. The result is envy 

that becomes anger that becomes hate. Where did it begin? 

With Laban. Put this way, we begin to see Jacob in a new light. 

Jacob stands for minorities and small nations everywhere. 

Jacob is the refusal to let large powers crush the few, the 

weak, the refugee. Jacob refuses to define himself as a slave, 

someone else’s property. He maintains his inner dignity and 
freedom. He contributes to other people’s prosperity but he 
defeats every attempt to be exploited. Jacob is the voice that 

says: I too am human. I too have rights. I too am free. If           

Laban is the eternal paradigm of hatred of conspicuously                 

successful minorities, then Jacob is the eternal paradigm of the 

human capacity to survive the hatred of others. In this strange 

way Jacob becomes the voice of hope in the conversation of 

humankind, the living proof that hate never wins the final  

victory; freedom does. 



YOUTH EVENT 



 

MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEFILLAH 



 

CHESSED OPPORTUNITIES & CHANUKAH 

This year for Thanksgiving 
You can really give thanks and be giving! 

 

Buy a Thanksgiving Dinner for a resident at Arrandale Senior Housing 
and make your parents proud of you. 

 

 

Name:__________________________________________  
Phone #_________________________________________                                                  
Email:__________________________________________ 
Meals purchased in memory/ in honor of: 
________________________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed:______ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 
 We are filled with volunteers. Thank you! 

 
Co-Sponsored by: GNS Hunger Initiative, Sisterhood & Women’s Tefila  

For more info: call Nechama at 516-773-3572  or email lisslev@verizon.net  
Please return to: GNS   26 Old Mill Road     Great Neck, NY 11023 

$18 can sponsor a dinner 
in honor of/in memory of your parents 

mailto:lisslev@verizon.net
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

SHIDDUCHIM COMMITTEE                                                                                                                                                                    

If you are single and interested in meeting someone, email 

Robyn Blumner at mitzvamatcher@gmail.com.  

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

November 24: Youth Event: Loaves of Love 

November 29: Chaverim Center 

December 7: Sisterhood Challah Bake 

December 9: GNS Annual Dinner 

December 13: Chanukah Laser Light Show 

GNS SHIVA CHESED FUND RUNNING LOW  

As our Shiva Chesed fund is running low we appreciate your 

help to donate now so we are ready to assist Shiva families at 

any time with meals and with whatever is needed. Please  

donate online at https://www.gns.org/about/affiliates/

shivachesed/shiva/ or make checks out to GNS Shiva Chesed 

Fund and mail to Shul.  

GNS 66TH ANNUAL DINNER 

To donate raffle prizes for the GNS dinner, please speak with 

Daniel Winter or email him at winter.Daniel@gmail.com.  

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM TO DELIVER HOMEMADE FOOD 

Do you like to bake challah? cookies? cake? Do you like to 

make soup or other dishes? We have several GNS members 

who are ill or homebound that would love to receive a nice 

food gift to lift their spirits, especially on Erev Shabbat. Please 

text Diane Rein at 516-522-1262 to get a name and address 

of someone that would greatly appreciate your kindness. 

RABBINIC INTERN 

If you would like to invite our rabbinic intern, Aron & Leia 

Rubin for a Shabbat meal, please contact them at 

917.500.1411. They will be here for Shabbat December 9th 

& 23rd.  

SISTERHOOD EVENTS 

Thurs. Dec. 7th at 7:00 pm: Challah Baking $18 /person. 

Please register with shul office.  

If you’d like to receive email updates on upcoming Sisterhood 
events, please email farlafrumkin@gmail.com. 

GNS CHESSED 

The GNS Chanukah OHEL Toy Drive through Dec. 3rd will 

be collected at the Kroll home, 15 Old Pond. Please leave all 

toys in a bag by the garage.  

NSHA PTA ANNUAL BOOK FAIR                                                     

Come join us at the NSHA PTA Annual Book Fair at 16 Cherry 

Lane on Sunday, Dec. 3rd from 11am-4pm and Monday, 

Dec. 4th from 6pm-8pm. Choose from many secular and  

Judaic titles for ages Toddler to Adult. Free arts and crafts for 

kids and food for sale at Sunday’s fair. 

Mazal Tov to Ellen & Rabbi Dale Polakoff on the birth of 

a grandson, born to her children Aliza & Lior Tor in Israel. 

Mazal Tov also to big sisters, Noam Shabbat and Kedem.  

Mazal Tov to Amy & Danny Stern on the birth of a son.  

Mazal Tov to Mehran & Margalit Soleimani on the           

upcoming marriage of their daughter Estee to Eyal 

Aharonov, son of Fereshteh & Amos Aharonov.  

Mazal Tov to Tammy & Ben Jampel on the birth of a 

granddaughter, born to their children, Daniela & Matthew 

Schneid. 

WOMEN’S LEARNING THANK YOU 

Thank you to Bianca Shirazian for hosting this week’s women’s 
learning. We had a great turnout and the shiur was inspiring.  

COMMUNAL SHABBAT FOR WOUNDED IDF VETERANS 

On Shabbat Dec. 1-2, our community will have the honor of  

hosting wounded Israel Defense Force (IDF) veterans who are 

part of El Ami (For My People). Three Shabbat meals, open to 

all, have been organized in honor of the wounded IDF veterans                   

visiting Great Neck:  

Shabbat Dinner at Torah Ohr call Avigayil at 516.829.6629 for 

reservations.  

Shabbat Lunch following program at Shaare Rachamim call 

Albert Bassal at 917.771.3865 for reservations.  

Seudah Shlishit at YI of Great Neck, No RSVP needed.                             

Sunday, 8 Kislev 

Michael Hoenig for Dr. Edward Hoenig 

Abe Krieger for Nathan Krieger 

Magda Yehaskel for Mendel Wohl 

Monday, 9 Kislev 

Jerrald Weinstein for Lillian Greenberg 

Israel Freeman for Sara Dvora Bont 

Tuesday, 10 Kislev 

Lloyd Bayme for Leib Bayme 

Samuel Toledano for Avraham ben Yosef 

Pearl Ginsburg for Yetta Hoffman 

Howard Lorber for Hannah Lorber 

Ronald Silverman for Gail Silverman 

Jack Wachstock for David Wachstock 

Wednesday, 11 Kislev 

Harriet Nathel for Gertrude Deutscher 

Joyce Swartz for Norma Gelfond 

Judith Soleimani for Bela Hajdu 

Susanne Hedaya  for Harold Hedaya 

Trudy Jettelson for Sarah Levisch 

Joseph Notovitz for Jack Notovitz 

Ralene Adler for Rosalie Ripa 

Thursday, 12 Kislev 

Eliezer Noy for Mashala bat Soltana 

Richard Lillien for Bette Lillien 

Friday, 13 Kislev 

Steve Blumner for Naftali Mordechai ben Chaim 

Robert Glaser for Jack Glaser 

Nathaniel Weisel for Nathan Kaplan 

George Zobel for Georgina Zobel 

CHANUKAH FAMILY EVENT 

Wednesday night Dec. 13th at 6:30 pm: Wondergy Laser 

Light Show. Please reserve your spot at mtwersky@gns.org.  

mailto:mitzvamatcher@gmail.com
mailto:winter.Daniel@gmail.com
tel:(516)%20522-1262

