
Even before they were 

born, Jacob and Esau 

struggled in the womb. 

They were destined, it 

seems, to be eternal 

adversaries. Not only 

were they were different 

in character and 

appearance. They also 

held different places in 

their parents’ affections: 
The boys grew up, and 

Esau became a skilful 

hunter, a man of the 

open country, while Jacob 

was a quiet man, staying 

among the tents. Isaac, 

who had a taste for wild 

game, loved Esau, but 

Rebekah loved Jacob. 

(Gen. 25:27-28) We 

know why Rebekah loved 

Jacob. Before the twins 

were born, the pains 

Rebekah felt were so 

great that “she went to 
inquire of the Lord.” This 
is what she was told: 

“Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples 

from within you will be 

separated; one people 

will be stronger than the 

other, and the older will 

serve the 

younger.” (Gen. 25:23) It 
seemed as if God were 

saying that the younger 

would prevail and carry 

forward the burden of 

history, so it was the younger, 

Jacob, whom she loved. 

 

But why, in that case, did Isaac 

love Esau?  Did he not know 

about Rebekah’s oracle? Had 
she not told him about it? 

Besides, did he not know that 

Esau was wild and impetuous? 

Can we really take literally the 

proposition that Isaac loved 

Esau because “he had a taste 
for wild game,” as if his 
affections were determined by 

his stomach, by the fact that 

his elder son brought him food 

he loved? Surely not, when the 

very future of the covenant 

was at stake. The classic 

answer, given by Rashi, listens 

closely to the literal text. Esau, 

says the Torah, “knew how to 
trap [yode’a tzayid].” Isaac 
loved him “because 
entrapment was in his mouth 

[ki tzayid befiv].” Esau, says 
Rashi, trapped Isaac by his 

mouth. Here is Rashi’s 
comment on the phrase “knew 
how to trap”: He knew how to 
trap and deceive his father 

with his mouth.  He would ask 

him, “Father, how should one 
tithe salt and straw?” 
Consequently his father 

believed him to be strict in 

observing the commands. 

(Rashi to 25:27) Esau knew full 

well that salt and straw do not 

require tithes, but he asked so 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Toldot 
as to give the impression 

that he was strictly 

religious.  And here it is 

Rashi’s comment on the 
phrase that Isaac loved him 

“because entrapment was in 
his mouth”: The midrashic 
explanation is that there 

was entrapment in the 

mouth of Esau, who trapped 

his father and deceived him 

by his words. (Rashi 25:28) 

 

The Maggid of Dubnow adds 

a perceptive comment as to 

why Isaac, but not 

Rebekah, was deceived. 

Rebekah grew up with the 

wily Laban. She knew 

deception when she saw it. 

Isaac, by contrast, had 

grown up with Abraham and 

Sarah. He only knew total 

honesty and was thus easily 

deceived. (Bertrand Russell 

once commented on the 

philosopher G. E. Moore, 

that he only once heard 

Moore tell a lie, when he 

asked Moore if he had ever 

told a lie, and Moore 

replied, “Yes”). So the 
classic answer is that Isaac 

loved Esau because he 

simply did not know who or 

what Esau was. But there is 

another possible answer: 

that Isaac loved Esau 

precisely because he did 

know what Esau was. 
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TORAH  

ARTSCROLL  124 

 HERTZ  93                                   

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL  1207 

 HERTZ   948 

Times 

Candle Lighting 4:16 pm 

Mincha 4:20 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Women’s Tefila 3:30 pm 

Gemorah Shiur 3:40 pm 

Mincha 4:10 pm 

Shabbat Ends 5:24 pm 

R’ Reisman Video 7:30 pm 

Sunday Nov. 19 7:30/8:30 am 

Mon.  
Tue., Wed, & Fri. 

Thurs. 

Thanksgiving  

Mincha 

6:35/7:45 am 
6:45/7:45 am 
7:30/8:30 am 

 
4:15 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

November 18 9:12/10:01 am 

November 25 9:17/10:05 am 

Next Shabbat    
Vayeitzei 

Candle Lighting 4:12 pm 

Mincha 4:15 pm                 

Kiddush is sponsored by  

Lisa & Erran Kagan  

in honor of the Bat Mitzvah  

of their daughter Emily 

Rosh Chodesh Kislev 

Sunday Nov. 19th 

Molad:  

Sun. Nov. 19th  

at 12:57 am 

Bat Mitzvah  

of Emily Kagan 
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Great Neck Synagogue 

26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck , NY 11023 

516-487-6100 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff, Rabbi 

Rabbi Ian Lichter, Assistant Rabbi 

Dr. Ephraim Wolf, z”l, Rabbi Emeritus 

Eleazer Schulman, z”l, Cantor Emeritus 

Rabbi Sholom Jensen, Youth Director 

Zehava & Dr. Michael Atlas, Youth Directors 

Mark Twersky, Executive Director 

Dr. James Frisch, Assistant Director 

Dov Sassoon, President 

Rabbi Aron Rubin, Rabbinic Intern 

Harold Domnitch, Chairman of the Board 

Lisa Septimus, Yoetzet Halacha 516-415-1111 

Great Neck Yoetzet Halacha Lisa Septimus 

Welcomes your questions about mikvah,           

observance of taharat mishpacha (halacha relating 

to married life) and women’s health, as it connects 
to Jewish law. Reach out to her at: 

Phone: 516.415.1111 

Email: greatneckyoetzet@gmail.com.                                  

All conversations and emails are kept confidential.                        

In the early twentieth century someone brought to the 

great Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Kook, first Ashkenazi Chief 

Rabbi of pre-state Israel, the following dilemma. He had 

given his son a good Jewish education. He had always kept 

the commands at home. Now however the son had drifted 

far from Judaism. He no longer kept the commandments. 

He did not even identify as a Jew. What should the father 

do? “Did you love him when he was religious?” asked Rav 
Kook. “Of course,” replied the father. “Well then,” Rav Kook 
replied, “Now love him even more.” Sometimes love can do 
what rebuke cannot. It may be that the Torah is telling us 

that Isaac was anything but blind as to his elder son’s true 
nature. But if you have two children, one well behaved, the 

other liable to turn out badly, to whom should you devote 

greater attention? With whom should you spend more time? 

 

It may be that Isaac loved Esau not blindly but with open 

eyes, knowing that there would be times when his elder son 

would give him grief, but knowing too that the moral                            

responsibility of parenthood demands that we do not                 

despair of or disown a wayward son. Did Isaac’s love have 
an effect on Esau? Yes and no. It is clear that there was a 

special bond of connection between Esau and Isaac. This 

was recognized by the sages: Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel 

said: No man ever honored his father as I honored my               

father, but I found that Esau honored his father even more.  

(Devarim Rabbah 1:15) Rabbi Shimon derives this from the 

fact that usually people serve their parents wearing                      

ordinary clothes while they reserve their best for going out. 

Esau, however, had kept his best clothes in readiness to 

serve his father the food he had gone out to hunt. That is 

why Jacob was able to wear them while Esau was still out 

hunting (27:14). 

 

We find, much later in the Torah, that God forbids the        

Israelites to wage war against Esau’s descendants. He tells 
Moses: Give the people these orders: “You are about to 
pass through the territory of your brothers’ the                              
descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They will be afraid of 

you, but be very careful. Do not provoke them to war, for I 

will not give you any of their land, not even enough to put 

your foot on. I have given Esau the hill country of Seir as 

his own.” (Deut. 2:4-5) And later still Moses commands the 

Israelites: Do not abhor an Edomite [i.e. a descendant of 

Esau], for he is your brother.  (Deut. 23:8) The sages saw 

these provisions as an enduring reward to Esau for the way 

he honored his father. 

So, was Isaac right or wrong to love Esau? Esau                             

reciprocated the love, but remained Esau, the hunter, the 

man of the field, not the man to carry forward the                         

demanding covenant with the invisible God and the                      

spiritual sacrifices it called for. Not all children follow the 

path of their parents. If it was Isaac’s intent that Esau 
should do so, he failed. But there are some failures that 

are honorable. Loving your children, whatever they               

become, is one, for surely that is how God loves us. 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

WOMEN’S LEARNING 



 

CHESSED OPPORTUNITIES 

YOU CAN HAVE YOUR PIE  AND EAT IT TOO..... 

 

Order homemade pareve PIES  

for Thanksgiving  

ALL the funds raised will go to SHARSHERET  

to support  young Jewish women facing OVARIAN CANCER.  

 

Check it out AT: 

www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-prevention/greatneck  

 

ORDER BY NOVEMBER 15th   

Need more info? 

Contact  marla.lemonik@gmail.com 

This year for Thanksgiving 
You can really give thanks and be giving! 

 

Buy a Thanksgiving Dinner for a resident at Arrandale Senior Housing 
and make your parents proud of you. 

 

 
 

Name:__________________________________________  
Phone #_________________________________________                                                
Email:__________________________________________ 
Meals purchased in memory/ in honor of: 
________________________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed:______ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 
 We are filled with volunteers. Thank you! 

 
Co-Sponsored by: GNS Hunger Initiative, Sisterhood & Women’s Tefila  

For more info: call Nechama at 516-773-3572  or email lisslev@verizon.net  
Please return to: GNS   26 Old Mill Road     Great Neck, NY 11023 

$18 can sponsor a dinner 
in honor of/in memory of your parents 

http://www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-prevention/greatneck
mailto:lisslev@verizon.net


 

BOWLING EVENT 



GNS ANNUAL DINNER 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 

Y 
A 
H 
R 
Z 
E 
I 
T 
 
 
 
 

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

November 13: Women’s Learning 

November 15: Chaverim  

November 18: OHEL Shabbaton/Bowling Event 

November 24: Youth Event: Loaves of Love 

GNS SHIVA CHESED FUND RUNNING LOW  

As our Shiva Chesed fund is running low we appreciate your help 

to donate now so we are ready to assist Shiva families at any time 

with meals and with whatever is needed. Please  donate online at 

https://www.gns.org/about/affiliates/shivachesed/shiva/ or make 

checks out to GNS Shiva Chesed Fund and mail to Shul.  

Mazal Tov to Ken Magida on the birth of a granddaughter Lila, 

born to his children Emily & Jason Magida.  

Mazal Tov to Anida & Edwin Rosman on the marriage of their 

daughter Elana to Aaron Jagoda, son of Adina & Jeff Jagoda of 

Atlanta.  

Mazal Tov to Michele & Howard Wolf on the upcoming            

marriage of their daughter Jaime to Justin Greenberger. 

Mazal Tov to Lisa & Erran Kagan on the Bat Mitzvah of their 

daughter Emily.  

Mazal Tov to Dov & Aliza Sassoon on the birth of their son.           

Mazal Tov to grandparents Charles & Rori Sassoon and Brenda                

Rosmarin. 

Mazal Tov to Pauline & Alan Levy on the birth of a great              

grandson, born to their grandchildren, Nicole & Scott Eisman.  

Mazal Tov to grandparents, Loren & Stephen Gilberg and Kathy 

Eisman.   

GNS 66TH ANNUAL DINNER 

We are looking for donations for the raffle at the dinner. Please 

speak with Daniel Winter or email winter.Daniel@gmail.com  

with your donations and or suggestions for raffle prizes. 

WOMEN’S LEARNING 

Join us at the home of Bianca Shirazian tonight Nov. 13th at 

8:00 pm at 21 Birchwood Drive for a shiur by Esther Wein. 

BOWLING EVENT 

Join us this Saturday night November 18th from 7:30-10:00  

for GNS Night Out at the Lanes - AMF Sheridan Lanes.  

$35/person $70/couple RSVP at mtwersky@gns.org.   

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM TO DELIVER HOMEMADE FOOD 

Do you like to bake challah? cookies? cake? Do you like to make soup 

or other dishes? We have several GNS members who are ill or                 

homebound that would love to receive a nice food gift to lift their                

spirits, especially on Erev Shabbat. Please text Diane Rein at      

516-522-1262 to get a name and address of someone that would 

greatly appreciate your kindness. Thank you so much! 

ANNUAL OHEL SHABBATON 

If you are interested in hosting OHEL for our Shabbaton this      

Shabbat, November 17-18, please contact ilichter@gns.org.   

The community is invited to a Shabbat Oneg with OHEL at GNS on 

Friday night, November 17, beginning at 7:00 pm.  

SHABBAT FOOD                                                                                                       

If you know of anyone needing food for Shabbat in our community,  

contact Cindy 516.317.9632 or koshercookinggn@gmail.com.  

All communications will remain confidential. Please drop off at 91 Baker 

Hill Road. You will recognize the coolers!  

RABBINIC INTERN 

If you would like to invite our rabbinic intern, Aron & Leia Rubin 

for a Shabbat meal, please contact them at 917.500.1411. They 

will be here for Shabbat November 18th, December 9th & 23rd.  

SISTERHOOD EVENTS 

Thurs. Dec. 7th at 7:00 pm: Challah Baking $18 /person. Please 

register with shul office.  

If you’d like to receive email updates on upcoming Sisterhood 
events, please email farlafrumkin@gmail.com. 

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Wednesday Nov. 15 at 11:30 am: Chair Yoga with Pia Shlomo.   

GNS CHESSED 

The GNS Chanukah OHEL Toy Drive throughout November will 

be collected at the Kroll home, 15 Old Pond. Please leave all 

toys in a bag by the garage.  

SUNDAY BREAKFAST                                                                                                                                                                                                

Sunday Breakfast is sponsored by Ferry Sedaghatpour and                

family in memory of their husband and father Vahid, Aron ben 

Avraham, 5 months after his passing.  

WOMEN’S TEFILA 

Women's Tefila will meet at 3:30 pm and is sponsored by Lisa & 

Erran Kagan in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Emily.  

Saturday, 29 Cheshvan 

Gloria Faizakoff for Burton Cohen 

Stephen Karbowitz for Benjamin Karbowitz 

Judy Hoffman for Benjamin Karbowitz 

Jeffrey Kaufman for David Lawson Kaufman 

Harriet Nathel for Fannie Nathel 

Evelyn Henis for Fannie Noah 

Sunday, 1 Kislev 

Jeff Bilfeld for Murray Bilfeld 

Joseph Hecht for Pinchas Hecht 

Elizabeth Ort for Lawrence Suss 

Monday, 2 Kislev 

Cindy Ludwig for Florence Gelber 

Michal Malen for Rhoda Hoschander 

Arthur Kirsch for Ruth Kirsch 

Tuesday, 3 Kislev 

Anthony Berkowitz for Barney Berkowitz 

Cindy Ludwig for Frank Gelber 

Evelyn Henis for A. Richard Henis 

Reuben Kerben for Lawrence Kerben 

Moselle Berkowitz for Lawrence Kerben 

Wednesday, 4 Kislev 

Michal Rosenzweig for Claire Khazzam 

Thursday, 5 Kislev 

Lili Weiss for David Buch 

Benjamin Lunzer for Julius Peter Lunzer 

Friday, 6 Kislev 

Roya Shavolian for Eliyahu Amirian 

Asher Davoudpour for Aharon Dovid Davoudpour 

Evelyn Henis for Albert Noah 

Elliot Diamond for Molly Diamond Shalm 

NSHA PTA ANNUAL BOOK FAIR                                                     

Come join us at the NSHA PTA Annual Book Fair at 16 Cherry Lane on  

Sunday, Dec. 3rd from 11am-4pm and Monday, Dec. 4th from 

6pm-8pm. Choose from many secular and Judaic titles for ages             

Toddler to Adult. Free arts and crafts for kids and food for sale 

at Sunday's fair. 

mailto:winter.Daniel@gmail.com
tel:(516)%20522-1262
tel:516.317.9632
mailto:koshercookinggn@gmail.com

