
There is a deep question at 

the heart of Jewish faith, 

and it is very rarely asked. 

As the Torah opens we see 

God creating the universe 

day by day, bringing order 

out of chaos, life out of 

inanimate matter, flora and 

fauna in all their wondrous 

diversity. At each stage 

God sees what He has 

made and declares it good. 

What then went wrong? 

How did evil enter the 

picture, setting in motion 

the drama of which the 

Torah – in a sense, the 

whole of history – is a 

record? The short answer 

is man, Homo sapiens, us. 

We, alone of the life forms 

thus far known to us, have 

freewill, choice and moral 

responsibility. Cats do not 

debate the ethics of killing 

mice. Vampire bats do not 

become vegetarians. Cows 

do not worry about global 

warming. It is this complex 

capacity to speak, think 

and choose between 

alternative courses of 

action, that is at once our 

glory, our burden and our 

shame. When we do good we are 

little lower than the angels. 

When we do evil we fall lower 

than the beasts. Why then did 

God take the risk of creating the 

one form of life capable of 

destroying the very order He had 

made and declared good? Why 

did God create us? 

 

That is the question posed by the 

Gemara in Sanhedrin: When the 

Holy One, blessed be He, came 

to create man, He created a 

group of ministering angels and 

asked them, “Do you agree that 
we should make man in our 

image?” They replied, “Sovereign 
of the Universe, what will be his 

deeds?” God showed them the 
history of mankind. The angels 

replied, “What is man that You 
are mindful of him?” [Let man 
not be created]. God destroyed 

the angels. He created a second 

group, and asked them the same 

question, and they gave the 

same answer. God destroyed 

them. He created a third group 

of angels, and they replied, 

“Sovereign of the Universe, the 
first and second group of angels 

told You not to create man, and 

it did not avail them. You did not 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Bereishit 
listen. What then can we say 

but this: The universe is 

Yours. Do with it as You 

wish.” And God created man. 
But when it came to the 

generation of the Flood, and 

then to the generation of 

those who built the Tower of 

Babel, the angels said to God, 

“Were not the first angels 
right? See how great is the 

corruption of mankind.” And 
God replied (Isaiah 46:4), 

“Even to old age I will not 
change, and even to grey 

hair, I will still be 

patient.” [Babylonian Talmud, 
Sanhedrin 38b] 

 

Technically the Gemara is 

addressing a stylistic 

challenge in the text. For 

every other act of creation in 

Genesis 1, the Torah tells us, 

“God said, ‘Let there be’… And 
there was…” In the case of 
the creation of humankind 

alone, there is a preface, a         

prelude. Then God said, “Let 
us make mankind in our                  

image, in our likeness…” Who 
is the “us”? And why the    
preamble? In their seemingly 

innocent and childlike -  
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TORAH  

ARTSCROLL  2 

 HERTZ  2                                       

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL  1130 

 HERTZ   21 

Times 

Candle Lighting 5:59 pm 

Mincha 6:00 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 pm 

Gemora Shiur 4:50 pm 

Mincha 5:50 pm 

Shabbat Ends 7:06 pm 

R’ Reisman Video 9:00 pm 

Sunday Oct. 15 7:30/8:30 am 

Mon. & Thurs. 

Tue., Wed, & Fri. 

Mincha 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

 

5:50 pm 

Latest Times for 

Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

October 14 9:52/10:48 am     

October 21 9:56/10:50 am 

Next Shabbat    

Noach 

Candle Lighting 5:48 pm 

Mincha 5:50 pm                 

Kiddush on Shabbat  

is sponsored by  

Great Neck  

Synagogue 

Simchat Torah Kiddush                                                                    

set up in the tent in the parking lot                                             

is sponsored by the Aryeh Family  

Mazal Tov  to the  Simchat Torah Honorees: 

Chatan Torah: Aryeh Family 

 Chatan Breishit: Marc Gottlieb 

Chatan Maftir: Aryeh Karkowsky 

Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by 

Mariana Naim & Family 

on the occasion of the 1st Yahrzteit of 

George Naim, Yehudah ben Nechemiah 
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Welcomes your questions about mikvah,           

observance of taharat mishpacha (halacha relating 

to married life) and women’s health, as it connects 
to Jewish law. Reach out to her at: 

Phone: 516.415.1111 

Email: greatneckyoetzet@gmail.com.                                  

All conversations and emails are kept confidential.                        

actually subtle and profound – way the sages answered both 

questions by saying that with (to quote Hamlet) an enterprise 

of this pith and moment, God consulted with the angels. They 

were the “us”. But now the question becomes very deep                
indeed. For, in creating humans, God brought into existence 

the one life form with the sole exception of Himself, capable of 

freedom and choice. That is what the phrase means when it 

says, “Let us make mankind in our image after our likeness.” 
For the salient fact is that God has no image. To make an               

image of God is the archetypal act of idolatry. This means not 

just the obvious fact that God is invisible. He cannot be seen. 

He cannot be identified with anything in nature: not the sun, 

the moon, thunder, lightning, the ocean or any of the other 

objects or forces people worshipped in those days. In this               

superficial sense, God has no image. That, wrote Sigmund 

Freud in his last book, Moses and Monotheism, was Judaism’s 
greatest contribution. By worshipping an invisible God, Jews 

tilted the balance of civilization from the physical to the 

spiritual. 

 

But the idea that God has no image goes far deeper than this. 

It means that we cannot conceptualize God, understand Him or 

predict Him. God is not an abstract essence; He is a living  

presence. That is the meaning of God’s own self-definition to 

Moses at the Burning Bush: “I will be what I will be” –                

meaning, “I will be what I choose to be.” I am the God of             
freedom, who endowed humankind with freedom, and I am 

about to lead the children of Israel from slavery to freedom. 

When God made humanity in His image, it means that He gave 

humans the freedom to choose, so that you can never fully 

predict what they will do. They too – within the limits of our 

finitude and mortality – will be what they choose to be. Which 

means that when God gave humans the freedom to act well, he 

gave them the freedom to act badly. There is no way of                 

avoiding this dilemma even for God Himself. And so it was. 

Adam and Eve sinned. The first human child, Cain, murdered                                                

second, Abel, and within a short space of time the world was 

filled with violence. 

 

In one of the most searing passages in the whole of Tanakh, 

we read at the end of this week’s parsha: God saw that man’s 
wickedness on earth was increasing. Every impulse of his         

innermost thought was only for evil, all day long. God                           

regretted that He had made man on earth, and He was pained 

to His very core. (Gen. 6:5-6) Hence the angels’ question, the 
ultimate question at the heart of faith. Why did God, knowing 

the risks and dangers, make a species that could and did rebel 

against Him, devastate the natural environment, hunt species 

to extinction, and oppress and kill his fellow man? The Talmud, 

imagining a conversation between God and the angels, is           

suggesting a tension within the mind of God Himself. The                

answer God gives the angels is extraordinary: “Even to old age 
I will not change, and even to grey hair, I will still be patient.” 
Meaning: I, God, am prepared to wait. If it takes ten                            

generations for a Noah to emerge, and another ten for an 

Abraham, I will be patient. However many times humans               

disappoint Me, I will not change. However much evil they do in 

the world I will not despair. I despaired once, and brought a 

Flood. But after I saw that humans are merely human, I will 

never bring a Flood again. 

 

God created humanity because God has faith in humanity. Far 

more than we have faith in God, God has faith in us. We may 

fail many times, but each time we fail, God says: “Even to old 
age I will not change, and even to grey hair, I will still be              

patient.” I will never give up on humanity. I will never lose 
faith. I will wait for as long as it takes for humans to learn not 

to oppress, enslave or use violence against other humans. 

That, implies the Talmud, is the only conceivable explanation 

for why a good, wise, all-seeing and all-powerful God created 

such fallible, destructive creatures as us. God has patience. 

God has forgiveness. God has compassion. God has love. For                    

centuries, theologians and philosophers have been looking at 

religion upside down. The real phenomenon at its heart – the 

mystery and miracle – is not our faith in God. It is God’s faith 
in us. 

SHMINI ATZERET SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, Oct. 11 Erev Shmini Atzeret                       

An eiruv tavshilin should be prepared 

Candle lighting: 6:02 pm 

Mincha: 6:05 pm         

Thursday, Oct. 12, Shmini Atzeret                

(Yizkor today) 

Hashkama: 8:00 am                                          

Youth Minyan: 8:30 am                                             

Main shul: 9:00 am                                                  

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am                                                 

Mincha: 6:05 pm                                                           

Candle Lighting after Hakafot/Maariv: 6:59 pm  



HOSHANA RABBAH LECTURE 



 

YOUTH - 2ND DAYS OF SUKKOT 



 

SIMCHAT TORAH SCHEDULE 

 

 

Thursday, October 12 

 

6:05 pm: Mincha  

6:59 pm: Maariv 

Candle Lighting after: 6:59 pm 

“Atah Hareita” & Hakafot following Maariv 

 

Friday, October 13 

 

8:00 am: Hashkama Minyan  

9:00 am: Main Minyan  

8:45 am: Women’s Tefila (Beit Midrash)  

10:05 am: “Atah Hareita”  

10:45 am: 

Hakafot (Main Sanctuary) 

Laining Stations (all in Ballroom)  

followed by Kiddush (Braun Youth Center)  

 

11:30 am: Kol Ha Na’arim Aliyah 

11:40 am: Chatanim Aliyot 

12:30 pm: Mussaf in both the                                     

Main Sanctuary & Beit Midrash 

1:00 pm: Kiddush in the Tent 

 

5:59 pm: Candle lighting 

6:00 pm: Mincha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 12 

 

4:45-5:30 pm:  

Preschool Hakafot with Morah Zehava  

(Braun Youth Center) 

6:30 pm: Maariv for youth leaders only 

    6:45 pm: Child-Only Hakafot:                                

 A) Grades 1-4 with Dr. Mike                              

 (right side of Braun Youth Center) 

      B) Grades 5 & Up with Rabbi Jensen                  

(Beit Midrash) 

 

7:45 pm: Join the Adult Hakafot                       

in the Main Sanctuary 

 

Friday, October 13 

 

10:00-11:45 am:                   

Groups for Preschool - 4th grade 

 

Room 110 Mommy & Me 

Room 112 Nursery & Toddler 

Room 113 Kindergarten 

 

Grades 1-4: 

10:00-10:30 am: Upstairs classrooms 

 

10:30-11:00 am: Gym (games & sports) 

 

11:00-11:30 am: Kiddush Lunch in Sukkah 

 

11:30 am  

Kol Ha Na’arim Aliyah Main Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

 

 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES  YOUTH PROGRAM 



 

MEN’S CLUB EVENT - THIS SUNDAY 



 

TORAH CLASSES BEGIN & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Mondays 

Community Scholars’ Kollel (Braun Youth Center) 
Rabbi Yudi Jeger 

8:30 – 10:00 am 

 

Jewish Philosophy (Beit Midrash) 

Rabbi Ian Lichter 

8:00 – 9:00 pm 

 

Topics in Aggadata (Bilfeld home) 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff 

9:00 – 10:00 pm  

 

Tuesdays 

Community Scholars’ Kollel (Braun Youth Center) 
Rabbi Yudi Jeger 

8:30 – 10:00 am 

 

Parsha ‘n Pizza (Chalfin Room) 
Rabbi Ian Lichter 

7:00 - 7:30 pm (Grades 1-5) 

 

Wednesdays 

Community Scholars’ Kollel (Braun Youth Center) 
Rabbi Ian Lichter 

8:30 – 10:00 am 

 

Gemorah (Weinstein Technology Center) 

Rabbi Yossi Singer 

8:30 - 9:30 pm 

 

Contemporary Topic Chabura (rotating homes) 

Rabbi Ian Lichter 

9:00 – 10:30 pm  

 

Thursdays 

Community Scholars’ Kollel (Braun Youth Center) 
Rabbi Yudi Jeger 

8:30 – 10:00 am 

 

Women’s Chumash Class (Chalfin Room) 
Rabbi Dale Polakoff  

9:15 – 10:30 am 

 

Teen Schmooze & Learn (Braun Youth Center) 

Rabbi Ian Lichter 

6:45 - 7:30 pm (Grades 7-12) 

 

Power Chumash (Chalfin Room) 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff 

8:30 – 9:30 pm 

 

Fridays 

Rabbi Frand Parsha Video (Braun Youth Center) 

8:30 – 9:30 am 

STARTING THIS WEEK AFTER THE CHAGIM 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  

GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

SHIDDUCHIM COMMITTEE                                                                                                                                                                    

If you are single and interested in meeting someone, email 

Robyn Blumner at mitzvamatcher@gmail.com. Welcome all 

backgrounds! 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

GREAT NECK BIKUR CHOLIM  

If you would like to volunteer to be a valuable member of the 

Bikur Cholim Committee, which may include calling, visiting, 

shopping, running an errand or driving a member of Great 

Neck Synagogue who is ill or home-bound, please contact 

Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net or (516) 487-1296 as she will 

be organizing Bikur Cholim now. 

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE 

Please submit all articles, advertisements, photos, recipes, 

sponsorships and any other matters of interest for our 

membership for the upcoming Chanukah issue of SCOPE 

magazine to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. The deadline 

for all submissions is Monday, October 23rd. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

October 10: Hoshana Rabbah Shiur: R’ Mansour 
October 11: Youth Trip to Active Kidz 

October 15: Men’s Club Event 
October 18: Chaverim Center 

October 21: Shabbat Speaker: Rabbi Dr. Slifkin 

GNS SHIVA CHESED FUND RUNNING LOW  

Over 13 years ago we started the GNS Shiva Chesed Fund and 

Shiva system so all our Shul families could be cared for at all 

times of Shiva. As our Shiva Chesed fund is running low we 

appreciate your help to donate now so we are ready to assist 

Shiva families at any time with meals and with whatever is 

needed. Please donate online at https://www.gns.org/about/

affiliates/shivachesed/shiva/ or make all checks out to GNS 

Shiva Chesed Fund and mail or drop off at the Shul.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next Chaverim meeting will be Wed. October 18th.  

TEHILLIM GROUP IN PHYLLIS KIRSCH’S MEMORY 

The women’s tehillim group who meet every Thursday  

morning are looking for a number of women to participate. If 

you can dedicate a few minutes, either in a group or privately, 

to say a couple of tehillim each Thursday, we can carry on this 

mitzvah in Phyllis Kirsch's memory. Please email Carole           

Lerman Libby at CaroleR833@gmail.com to be part of this 

mitzvah. Carole will assign a couple of tehillim in order to  

complete entire sefer. 

AMIT DINNER 

The AMIT Greater LI Gala honoring Suri Kufeld will be on           

Tuesday, October 31 at 6:30 pm at the Sephardic Temple in 

Cedarhurst. For more information or to register online go to 

www.amitchildren.org/longislandgala or contact Genene Kaye 

at 212.477.5465 or genenek@amitchildren.org.  

YESHIVA HAR TORAH OPEN HOUSE 

Please join us at Yeshiva Har Torah’s Open House on Monday, 

November 6th at 7:15 pm. Experience firsthand what makes 

our school, award-winning faculty, parent body, and                                      

administration so unique. Nursery transportation options are 

available. To find out more about the admissions process, call us 

at (718) 343-2533 or register for the Open House at 

www.hartorah.org. We look forward to seeing you on Nov. 6th!  

NORTH SHORE HEBREW ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 

We look forward to welcoming you to the North Shore Hebrew 

Academy Open House on Sunday, November 5th at 10:00 

am at 16 Cherry Lane, Great Neck, New York 11024. Join us to 

learn about our Toddler-Eighth grade program and how our  

premier Modern Orthodox Yeshiva can transform your child and 

your family - We are not just a school, we’re a community. 
Bring your family for fun and exciting supervised programming 

during the Open House for children ages 2+. To RSVP visit 

www.nsha.org/openhouse or contact Abigail Weiss at 516-487-

8687 Ext. 167. 

Saturday, 24 Tishrei 

Howard Lorber for Benjamin Lorber 

Michael Maller for Rose Maller 

Ivor Schneider for Joseph Schneider 

Drora Brody for Zecharia Yeffet 

Sunday, 25 Tishrei 

Barbara Shaw for Hyman Schwartz 

Leon Schwechter for Rachelle Schwechter 

Richard Lillien for Rachel Tatarsky 

Monday, 26 Tishrei 

Karen Ben-Sorek for Clarisse Perez bat Aharon 

Tuesday, 27 Tishrei 

Jason Mayer for Steven Mayer 

Susan Mayer for Steven Mayer 

Mariana Naim & Family for George Naim 

Albert Safdieh for Shaul ben Avraham Safdieh 

Wednesday, 28 Tishrei 

Ira Lubin for Max Gerber 

Thursday, 29 Tishrei 

Esti Ganjian for David Rayman 

Baruch Toledano for Joseph Toledano 

Friday, 30 Tishrei 

Perry Schneider for Harry Colton 

Robert Glaser for Sophie Glaser 

Marcia Toledano for Julia Karten 

Milton Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Murray Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Paul Weinberg for Ida Weinberg 

Mazal Tov to Eva & Frank Bachrach on the birth of a 

grandson, born to their children, Lindsay & Jonathan 

Bachrach. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the following families who volunteered their 

homes as stops along the Sukkah Hop route: Atlas, Horowitz, 

Jensen, Kroll, Kule, Leventhal, Saadat & Simhaee. 
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