
There is a mystery at the 

heart of Jewish existence, 

engraved into the first 

syllables of our recorded 

time. The first words of 

God to Abraham were: 

“Go out from your land, 
your birthplace, and your 

father’s house… And I will 
make you a great 

nation…” In the next 
chapter there is another 

promise: “I will make 
your children like the 

dust of the earth, so that 

if anyone could count the 

dust of the earth, so shall 

your offspring be 

counted.” Two chapters 
later comes a third: “God 
took him outside and 

said, ‘Look at the 
heavens and count the 

stars – if indeed you can 

count them.’ Then He 
said to him, ‘So shall 
your children be.’” 
Finally, the fourth: “Your 
name will be Abraham, 

for I have made you a 

father of many nations.”  
 

Four escalating promises: 

Abraham would be the 

father of a great nation, 

as many as the dust of 

the earth and the stars of 

the sky. He would be the 

father not of one nation 

but of many. What, 

though, was the reality? Early 

in the story, we read that 

Abraham was “very wealthy in 
livestock and in silver and 

gold.” He had everything 
except one thing – a child. 

Then God appeared to 

Abraham and said, “Your 
reward will be very great.” 
Until now, Abraham has been 

silent. Now, something within 

him breaks, and he asks: “O 
Lord God, what will you give 

me if I remain childless?” The 
first recorded words of 

Abraham to God are a plea for 

there to be future generations. 

The first Jew feared he would 

be the last. Then a child is 

born. Sarah gives Abraham her 

handmaid Hagar, hoping that 

she will give him a child. She 

gives birth to a son whose 

name is Ishmael, meaning 

“God has heard.” Abraham’s 
prayer has been answered, or 

so we think. But in the next 

chapter, that hope is 

destroyed. Yes, says God, 

Ishmael will be blessed. He will 

be the father of twelve princes 

and a great nation. But he is 

not the child of Jewish destiny, 

and one day Abraham will have 

to part from him. 

 

This pains Abraham deeply. He 

pleads: “If only Ishmael might 
live under Your blessing.” 
Later, when Sarah drives 
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Ishmael away, we read that 

“This distressed Abraham 
greatly because it 

concerned his son.” 
Nonetheless, the decree 

remains. God insists that 

Abraham will have a son by 

Sarah. Both laugh. How can 

it be? They are old. Sarah is 

post-menopausal. Yet 

against possibility, the son 

is born. His name is Isaac, 

meaning “laughter”: Sarah 
said, “God has brought me 
laughter, and everyone who 

hears about this will laugh 

with me.” And she added, 
“Who would have said to 
Abraham that Sarah would 

nurse children? Yet I have 

borne him a son in his old 

age.” Finally, the story 
seems to have a happy 

ending. After all the 

promises and prayers, 

Abraham and Sarah at last 

have a child. Then come the 

words which, in all the 

intervening centuries, have 

not lost their power to 

shock: After these things, 

God tested Abraham. He 

said to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
Then God said, “Take your 
son, your only son, Isaac, 

whom you love, and go to 

the region of Moriah. 

Sacrifice him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the  
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Kiddush  

is sponsored by  

Liliane & David Benrimon  

in memory of his father Jacob Benrimon  

 

TORAH  

ARTSCROLL  78 

 HERTZ  63                                   

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL  1134 

 HERTZ   76 

Times 

Candle Lighting 5:30 pm 

Mincha 5:30 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 pm 

Gemorah Shiur 4:20 pm 

Mincha 5:20 pm 

Shabbat Ends 6:37 pm 

R’ Reisman Video 8:30 pm 

Sunday Nov. 5 7:30/8:30 am 

Mon. & Thurs. 

Tue., Wed, & Fri. 

Mincha 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 
 

4:25 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

November 4 10:03/10:55 am     

November 11 9:08/9:58 am 

Next Shabbat    
Chayei Sarah 

Candle Lighting 4:22 pm 

Mincha 4:25 pm                 

Reminder to turn clocks back 1 hour on Saturday Night 

Bat Mitzvah  

of 

Paige Mayer 
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Lisa Septimus, Yoetzet Halacha 516-415-1111 

Great Neck Yoetzet Halacha Lisa Septimus 

Welcomes your questions about mikvah,           

observance of taharat mishpacha (halacha relating 

to married life) and women’s health, as it connects 
to Jewish law. Reach out to her at: 

Phone: 516.415.1111 

Email: greatneckyoetzet@gmail.com.                                  

All conversations and emails are kept confidential.                        

mountains that I will show you.” Abraham takes his son, 
travels for three days, climbs the mountain, prepares the 

wood, ties his son, takes the knife and raises his hand. 

Then a voice is heard from heaven: “Do not lay a hand on 
the boy.” The trial is over. Isaac lives. 
 

Why all the promises and disappointments? Why the hope 

so often raised, so often unfulfilled? Why delay? Why           

Ishmael? Why the binding? Why put Abraham and Sarah 

through the agony of thinking that the son for whom they 

have waited for so long is about to die? There are many 

answers in our tradition, but one transcends all others. We 
cherish what we wait for and what we most risk losing. Life 
is full of wonders. The birth of a child is a miracle. Yet,              

precisely because these things are natural, we take them 

for granted, forgetting that nature has an architect, and 

history an author. Judaism is a sustained discipline in not 

taking life for granted. We were the people born in slavery 
so that we would value freedom. We were the nation                   

always small, so that we would know that strength does not 

lie in numbers but in the faith that begets courage. Our 

ancestors walked through the valley of the shadow of 

death, so that we could never forget the sanctity of life. 

 

Throughout history, Jews were called on to value children. 

Our entire value system is built on it. Our citadels are 

schools, our passion, education, and our greatest heroes, 

teachers. The seder service on Pesach can only begin with 

questions asked by a child. On the first day of the New 

Year, we read not about the creation of the universe but 

about the birth of a child – Isaac to Sarah, Samuel to           

Hannah. Ours is a supremely child-centered faith. That is 

why, at the dawn of Jewish time, God put Abraham and 

Sarah through these trials – the long wait, the unmet hope,  

the binding itself – so that neither they nor their                              

descendants would ever take children for granted. Every 

child is a miracle. Being a parent is the closest we get to 

God – bringing life into being through an act of love. 

 

Today, when too many children live in poverty and                           

illiteracy, dying for lack of medical attention because those 

who rule nations are focused on fighting the battles of the 

past rather than shaping a safe future, it is a lesson the 

world has not yet learned. For the sake of humanity it 

must, for the tragedy is vast and the hour is late. 

 

Mondays 
Jewish Philosophy (Beit Midrash) 

Rabbi Ian Lichter  8:00 – 9:00 pm 
This class takes one interpersonal mitzvah per 

evening and analyzes its scope in our day to 

day interactions.  

 

Topics in Aggadata (Bilfeld home) 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff  9:00 – 10:00 pm  
Join us in discovering the deeper teachings of 

the Talmud Rosh Hashana.   

 

Tuesdays 

Parsha ‘n Pizza (Chalfin Room) 
Rabbi Ian Lichter  7:00 – 7:30 pm  

1st-5th graders learn the Parsha with an                

opportunity to share a dvar Torah at the  

Shabbat table; raffle every month. 

 

Wednesdays 

Contemporary Topic Chabura  

(rotating homes, ask to be put on weekly email) 

Rabbi Ian Lichter  9:00 – 10:30 pm  

Join this growing shiur focused on exploring 

the world of halacha and hashkafa.  

 

Thursdays 

Women’s Chumash Class (Chalfin Room) 
Rabbi Dale Polakoff  9:15 – 10:30 am 

This class takes an in-depth look at Sefer  

Bamidbar and relates the mitzvot and               

narratives of the Torah to our daily lives. 

 

Power Chumash (Chalfin Room) 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff  8:00 – 9:00 pm 
This class utilizes the breadth of Torah                          

commentaries in dissecting passages in the               

Torah to provide a broad picture into isolated 

mitzvot: Sefer Shemot.  

WEEKLY CLASSES  



THIS WEEK’S CLASSES/PROGRAMS 



 

MEN’S CLUB & NSHA EVENTS 



 

SISTERHOOD BOUTIQUE 



 
 

YOU CAN HAVE YOUR PIE   

AND EAT IT TOO..... 

 

Order homemade pareve PIES  

for Thanksgiving  

ALL the funds raised will go to 

SHARSHERET  

to support  young Jewish women facing                                    

OVARIAN CANCER.  

 

Check it out AT: 

www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-

prevention/greatneck  

 

ORDER BY NOVEMBER 15th   

Need more info? 

Contact  marla.lemonik@gmail.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-prevention/greatneck
http://www.sharsheret.org/pies-for-prevention/greatneck


This year for Thanksgiving 
You can really give thanks and be giving! 

 
Buy a Thanksgiving Dinner for a 

resident at Arrandale Senior Housing 
and make your parents proud of you. 

 

 
 

 
Name:__________________________________________  
Phone #_________________________________________                                 
Email:__________________________________________ 
Meals purchased in memory/ in honor of: 
_________________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:______ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 
 We are also looking for a limited number of volunteers (ALL AGES) to help serve the  

dinner, clean up, play music, sing & talk to the residents 
 

I would like to volunteer on Thursday, Nov 23th    11:30-2 pm 
Food Server:_______________        Other Talent:____________________ 
Volunteer Names & Kids’ Ages:  _________________________________ 
 
Co-Sponsored by: GNS Hunger Initiative, Sisterhood & Women’s Tefila  

For more info: call Nechama at 516-773-3572  or email lisslev@verizon.net  
 

Please return to: GNS   26 Old Mill Road     Great Neck, NY 11023 

$18 can sponsor a dinner 
in honor of/in memory of your parents 

 

THANKSGIVING CHESED 

mailto:lisslev@verizon.net
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be reached 

via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

November 1: Chaverim Center 

November 4: NSHA Shabbaton 

November 4: Guest Speaker: Dr. David Dalin 

November 5: Men’s Club Blood Drive/Sisterhood Boutique 

November 11: Men’s Club & Sisterhood Variety Night 
November 13: Women’s Learning 

November 18: Bowling Event 

GNS SHIVA CHESED FUND RUNNING LOW  

Over 13 years ago we started the GNS Shiva Chesed Fund and Shiva 

system so all our Shul families could be cared for at all times of 

Shiva. As our Shiva Chesed fund is running low we appreciate your 

help to donate now so we are ready to assist Shiva families at any 

time with meals and with whatever is needed. Please donate online at 

https://www.gns.org/about/affiliates/shivachesed/shiva/ or make all 

checks out to GNS Shiva Chesed Fund and mail to the Shul.  

Mazal Tov to Kimberly & Jason Mayer on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their daughter Paige. Mazal Tov to grandparents, our 

member, Susan Mayer and Myrna & Harvey Green. 

Mazal Tov to Cindy & Morris Hodkin on the marriage of 

their daughter Bernie to Omer Toledano in Israel. Mazal 

Tov to grandmother Roslyn Korman as well.   

SAVE THE DATE 

Randi Luxenberg will be honored at the Shaare Zedek Medical Center in 

Jerusalem Dinner on Wed. Nov. 15th at Guastavinos NYC. To register 

or to place an ad go to www.acsz.org/dinner.  

SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE 

Join us on Nov. 5th from 12-4 pm at GNS for our Chanukah              

Boutique. It is early this year - so you have a great opportunity to 

come and get all your shopping done with the Sisterhood!  

CHANUKAH SCOPE MAGAZINE SPONSORSHIP 

Thank you very much to our Rosh Hashanah SCOPE sponsors for their 

strong support! We invite others to add their names to the sponsor 

page for the upcoming Chanukah issue. The cost is $36/issue or $100 

for 3 issues. Please contact drein@verizon.net to be a sponsor.  

VETERAN’S DAY - NOVEMBER 11TH 

If you are a veteran of the US, Israeli or any other country’s armed 
forces, we would like to list your name and service in the                                

announcements for Shabbat November 11th. Please email                        

ilichter@gns.org or call the shul to provide the necessary information.  

SILVERSTEIN HEBREW ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE  

Join us to learn more about our Preschool-Eighth grade program.  

Preschool: Tues. Oct. 31st 9:30-11:30 at 117 Cuttermill Rd.  

Elementary School: Wed. Nov. 1st 9:30-11:30 at 117 Cuttermill Rd. 

Middle School: Mon. Oct. 30th 9:30-11:30 at 5 Old Mill Rd.  

Call Adena at (516) 423-8522 or email us at info@shagn.org. 

NORTH SHORE HEBREW ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, November 5th, 10:00am-1:00pm - Join us to learn about 

North Shore Hebrew Academy’s premier Toddler-Eighth grade          

academic program. This event will take place at our Cherry Lane           

campus - 16 Cherry Lane, Great Neck, NY 11024. To RSVP visit 

www.nsha.org/openhouse. To schedule a tour, or for more information, 

contact Abigail Zausmer Weiss aweiss@nsha.org. 

GNS 66TH ANNUAL DINNER 

We are looking for donations for the raffle at the dinner. Please speak 

with Daniel Winter or email him at winter.Daniel@gmail.com with 

your donations and or suggestions for raffle prizes. 

YESHIVA HAR TORAH OPEN HOUSE 

Please join us at Yeshiva Har Torah’s Open House on Mon. Nov. 6th at 

7:15 pm. To find out more about the admissions process, call us at 

(718) 343-2533 or register for the Open House at www.hartorah.org.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Join us on Wed. November 1st from 11:30-2:00 for Decoupage.  

SHAARE ZEDEK CHILDREN’S CHAMPIONS EVENT 

ONLY 1 Week to Go!!Time to sign up for the Shaare Zedek Children’s 
Champions Event at Lucky Strike - Sat. night November 4th!! Join us 

for a Fun Night -Buffet Dinner, Open Bar, Music and Bowling – Great 

Crowd from many communities! To Register and buy Raffles to win a 

Peloton Bike, Sports tix, Apple Watch etc. go to www.acsz.org/bowl All 

funds will Help dedicate a NICU Respirator! For more info call Sharon                 

Goldwyn 927-287-7334. 

Saturday, 15 Cheshvan 

Ira Lubin for Nathan Lubin 

Monday, 17 Cheshvan 

Perry Schneider for Sandra Scneider 

Tuesday, 18 Cheshvan 

Osnass Shein for Simchat Charchat 

Tina Machnikoff for Florence Steinberg 

Joyce Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 

Wednesday, 19 Cheshvan 

Anne Lupkin for Mary Fischler 

Eli Moradi for Khalil Ghadamian Moradi 

Jack Lemonik for Irving Lemonik 

Hillel Milun for Nancy Milun 

David Smooha for Edward Nisan 

Susan Aboaf for Edward Nisan 

Debbie Feith for Edward Nisan 

Irene Marcus for David Wineman 

Thursday, 20 Cheshvan 

Stanley Dacher for Samuel Dacher 

Victor Ancelson for Lviu Galateanu 

Yaacov Mizrahi for Dalia Mizrahi 

Morris Seidman for Kalma Seidman 

Jerrald Weinstein for George Weinstein 

Friday, 21 Cheshvan 

Paul Brody for Ruth Schaeffer 

WOMEN’S TEFILA 

Women's Tefila will meet this Shabbat at 4:30 pm in honor of the Bat  

Mitzvah of Paige Mayer. Kiddush is sponsored by Kimberly &            

Jason Mayer, Susan Mayer and Myrna & Harvey Green. 

BOWLING EVENT 

Join us Saturday night November 18th from 7:30-10:00 for GNS 

Night Out at the Lanes - AMF Sheridan Lanes. $35/person $70/couple 

RSVP at mtwersky@gns.org.   

JOIN GNS  BIKUR CHOLIM TO DELIVER HOMEMADE FOOD 

Do you like to bake challah? cookies? cake? Do you like to make soup 

or other dishes? We have several GNS members who are ill or                     

homebound that would love to receive a nice food gift to lift their 

spirits, especially on Erev Shabbat. It is a nice mitzvah for you to do 

with your children too! Please text Diane Rein at 516-522-1262 to get 

a name and address of someone that would greatly appreciate your 

kindness. Thank you so much! 

http://www.acsz.org/dinner
mailto:drein@verizon.net
https://maps.google.com/?q=117+Cuttermill+Rd,+11021&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=5+Oldmill+Rd,+11023&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(516)%20423-8522
mailto:info@shagn.org
http://www.nsha.org/openhouse
mailto:aweiss@nsha.org
mailto:winter.Daniel@gmail.com
https://www.yign.org/track.php?id=f563ee8ce72e4d839357c799ae0255c5&color=868585&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yign.org%2Ftrack.php%3Fid%3D81c37a1744ac4df482e55552891a56ad%26amp%3Burl%3Dtel%253A%252528718%252529%252520343-2533
https://www.yign.org/track.php?id=f563ee8ce72e4d839357c799ae0255c5&color=868585&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yign.org%2Ftrack.php%3Fid%3D81c37a1744ac4df482e55552891a56ad%26amp%3Burl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.hartorah.org%252F
http://www.acsz.org/bowl
tel:(516)%20522-1262

