
Of all the festivals, 

Sukkot is surely the one 

that speaks most 

powerfully to our time. 

Kohelet could almost 

have been written in the 

twenty first century. Here 

is the ultimate success, 

the man who has it all – 

the houses, the cars, the 

clothes, the adoring 

women, the envy of all 

men – who has pursued 

everything this world can 

offer from pleasure to 

possessions to power to 

wisdom and yet who, 

surveying the totality of 

his life, can only say, in 

effect, “Meaningless, 
meaningless, everything 

is meaningless.” 
Kohelet’s failure to find 
meaning is directly 

related to his obsession 

with the “I” and the 
“Me”: “I built for myself. 
I gathered for myself. I 

acquired for myself.” The 
more he pursues his 

desires, the emptier his 

life becomes. There is no 

more powerful critique of 

the consumer society, whose 

idol is the self, whose icon is 

the “selfie” and whose moral 
code is “Whatever works for 
you.” This is the society that 
achieved unprecedented 

affluence, giving people more 

choices than they have ever 

known, and yet at same time 

saw an unprecedented rise in 

alcohol and drug abuse, eating 

disorders, stress related 

syndromes, depression, 

attempted suicide and actual 

suicide. A society of tourists, 

not pilgrims, is not one that 

will yield the sense of a life 

worth living. Of all things 

people have chosen to worship, 

the self is the least fulfilling. A 

culture of narcissism quickly 

gives way to loneliness and 

despair.  

 

Kohelet was also, of course, a 

cosmopolitan: a man at home 

everywhere and therefore 

nowhere. This is the man who 

had seven hundred wives and 

three hundred concubines but 

in the end could only say, 

“More bitter than death is the 
woman.” It should be clear to 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Sukkot 
anyone who reads this in 

the context of the life of 

Solomon, that Kohelet is not 

really talking about women 

but about himself. 

 

In the end Kohelet finds 

meaning in simple things. 

Sweet is the sleep of a 

laboring man. Enjoy life 

with the woman you love. 

Eat, drink and enjoy the 

sun. That ultimately is the 

meaning of Sukkot as a 

whole. It is a festival of 

simple things. It is, 

Jewishly, the time we come 

closer to nature than any 

other, sitting in a hut with 

only leaves for a roof, and 

taking in our hands the 

unprocessed fruits and 

foliage of the palm branch, 

the citron, twigs of myrtle 

and leaves of willow. It is a 

time when we briefly 

liberate ourselves from the 

sophisticated pleasures of 

the city and the processed 

artifacts of a technological 

age and recapture some of 

the innocence we had when 

we were young, when the  
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Times 

Candle Lighting 6:10 pm 

Mincha 6:15 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Main - Kohelet 8:45 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Shiur 5:00 pm 

Mincha 6:00 pm 

Shabbos Ends 7:16 pm 

Sunday Oct. 8 

Chol HaMoed 

7:30 /8:30 am 

Mon. & Tues.  

 

Wed.                       

Hoshana Rabbah 

 

Thurs. - Fri. 

Shmini Azeret 

Simchat Torah 

 

Mincha 

6:30/7:45 am 

 

 

6:15/7:45 am 

 

 

 

See Page 3 

 

6:05 pm 

Latest Times for 

Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

October 7 9:50/10:47 am     

October 14 9:52/10:48 am 

Next Shabbat    

Bereishit 

Candle Lighting 5:59 pm 

Mincha 6:00 pm                 

Bima Flowers in the Main Sanctuary are sponsored by                         

Gail & Joseph Notovitz and Farla & William Frumkin                               

in honor of yahrtzeit of Miriam Frumkin z”l 

Kiddush on the 1st day of Sukkot in the Helene Fink Sukkah                   

is sponsored by  Diane and David Rein  

in memory of their beloved parents,  

Helene Fink z”l & Howard Rein z”l 

Fruit Platters on the 2nd day of Sukkot                                       

are sponsored by Albert Halimi                                       

for the well-being of family members  

and the entire Great Neck Community 
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world still had the radiance of wonder. 

 

The power of Sukkot is that it takes us back to the most 

elemental roots of our being. You don’t need to live in a 
palace to be surrounded by clouds of glory. You don’t need 
to be rich to buy yourself the same leaves and fruit that a 

billionaire uses in worshipping God. Living in the sukkah 

and inviting guests to your meal, you discover – such is the 

premise of Ushpizin, the mystical guests – that the people 

who have come to visit you are none other than Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob and their wives. What makes a hut more      

beautiful than a home is that when it comes to Sukkot 

there is no difference between the richest of the rich and 

the poorest of the poor. We are all strangers on earth,  

temporary residents in God’s almost eternal universe. And 
whether or not we are capable of pleasure, whether or not 

we have found happiness, nonetheless we can all feel joy. 

 

Sukkot is the time we ask the most profound question of 

what makes a life worth living. Having prayed on Rosh          

Hashanah and Yom Kippur to be written in the Book of Life, 

Kohelet forces us to remember how brief life actually is, and 

how vulnerable. “Teach us to number our days that we may 
get a heart of wisdom.” What matters is not how long we 
live, but how intensely we feel that life is a gift we repay by 

giving to others. Joy, the overwhelming theme of the           

festival, is what we feel when we know that it is a privilege 

simply to be alive, inhaling the intoxicating beauty of this 

moment amidst the profusion of nature, the teeming            

diversity of life and the sense of communion with those 

many others with whom we share a history and a hope. 

 

Most majestically of all, Sukkot is the festival of insecurity. 

It is the candid acknowledgment that there is no life 

withoutout risk, yet we can face the future without fear 

when we know we are not alone. God is with us, in the rain 

that brings blessings to the earth, in the love that brought 

the universe and us into being, and in the resilience of 

spirit that allowed a small and vulnerable people to outlive 

the greatest empires the world has ever known. Sukkot 

reminds us that God’s glory was present in the small,   
portable Tabernacle Moses and the Israelites built in the 

desert even more emphatically than in Solomon’s Temple  
with all its grandeur. A Temple can be destroyed. But a 

sukkah, broken, can be rebuilt tomorrow. Security is not 

something we can achieve physically but it is something we 

can acquire mentally, psychologically, spiritually. All it 

needs is the courage and willingness to sit under the 

shadow of God’s sheltering wings. 



 SCHEDULE OF SUKKOT SERVICES 

Wednesday, Oct. 4, Erev Sukkot 

An eiruv tavshilin should be prepared 

Candle lighting: 6:13 pm 

Mincha: 6:15 pm                                                           

Kiddush after: 7:12 pm 

Thursday, Oct. 5,  Sukkot I 

Hashkama: 8:00 am                                          

Youth Minyan: 8:30 am                                             

Main shul: 9:00 am                                                  

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am                                                 

Mincha: 6:15 pm                                                

Candle Lighting after: 7:11 pm  

Friday, Oct. 6, Sukkot II 

Hashkama: 8:00 am                                               

Youth Minyan: 8:30 am                                               

Main shul: 9:00 am                                                  

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am                                                 

Candle Lighting by: 6:10 pm                                            

Mincha: 6:15 pm                                                

Saturday, Oct. 7, Chol HaMoed 

(Kohelet today)                                           

Hashkama: 8:00 am 

Youth Minyan: 8:30 am 

Main Shul: 8:45 am 

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur: 5:00 pm                                                 

Mincha: 6:00 pm 

Shabbat ends: 7:16 pm 

Wednesday, Oct. 11                                      

Erev Shmini Atzeret                           

An eiruv tavshilin should be prepared 

Candle lighting: 6:02 pm 

Mincha: 6:05 pm          

Thursday, Oct. 12,  Shmini Atzeret 

(Yizkor today) 

Hashkama: 8:00 am                                          

Youth Minyan: 8:30 am                                        

Main shul: 9:00 am                                             

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am                                         

Mincha: 6:05 pm                                                

Candle Lighting after Hakafot/Maariv: 

6:59 pm  

Friday, Oct. 13, Simchat Torah 

Hashkama: 8:00 am                                           

Main shul: 8:30 am                                             

Women’s Tefila: 8:45 am                                                 
Women’s Shiur: 11:20-11:50 am                         

Kol HaNe’arim: 11:50 am                                     

Candle Lighting: 5:59 pm                                    

Mincha: 6:00 pm                                                

Saturday, Oct. 14, Bereishit                             

Hashkama: 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur & Youth Minyan: 8:30 am 

Main Shul: 8:45 am                                            

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur: 4:50 pm                                      

Mincha: 5:50 pm 

Shabbat ends: 7:06 pm 

OPEN SUKKAH 
 

Ellen & Rabbi Dale Polakoff invite the community to their open Sukkah 

on Thursday, October 5th, 2017, First Day of Sukkot  

4:00 - 5:30 pm - 25 Wooleys Lane 

Good food, good friends, treats for the children and Simchat Yom Tov! 

We hope to see you.  



 

GUEST CHAZZAN FOR SUKKOT 



 

 YOUTH - 1ST DAYS OF SUKKOT 



 

 YOUTH - SHMINI ATZERET - SIMCHAT TORAH 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5778                     
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

SHIDDUCHIM COMMITTEE                                                                       

If you are single and interested in meeting someone, please 

email Robyn Blumner at mitzvamatcher@gmail.com.                    

Welcome all backgrounds! 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

SIMCHAT TORAH LAINERS 

If you are interested in laining on Simchat Torah, please speak 

to Natan Hamerman.  

SUKKAH HOP HOMES NEEDED 

Anyone who lives in the Strathmore/Old Mill Road area      

interested in hosting our annual Sukkah Hop should contact 

Rabbi Jensen at rabbijensen@aol.com. Each host will have a 

maximum of 75 children (one group). There will be 3 groups of 

approximately 75 children consisting of  preschool, elementary 

and middle school. Thank you.  

SID JACOBSON JCC’S STRONGER THAN CANCER 5K                                                                                   
Volunteers are needed on Sunday, October 8, 2017 from  

8:00 am through the close of the program (before noon). This 

5K community run/walk raises needed funds for the Nancy Marx 

Cancer Wellness Center. Contact sberman@sjjccc.org for more 

information. 

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE 

Please submit all articles, advertisements, photos, recipes, 

sponsorships and any other matters of interest for our 

membership for the upcoming Chanukah issue of SCOPE 

magazine to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. The deadline 

for all submissions is Monday, October 23rd – thank you! 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

October 2: Etrog & Lulav Sale 

October 4: Erev Sukkot Youth Trips 

October 5: R. Polakoff Open Sukkah 

October 10: Hoshana Rabbah Shiur: R’ Mansour 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to Doreen & Charlie Hadid for hosting the Women’s 
shiur before Rosh Hashana. It was a great event.  

GNS SHIVA CHESED FUND RUNNING LOW  

Over 13 years ago we started the GNS Shiva Chesed Fund and 

Shiva system so all our Shul families could be cared for at all 

times of Shiva. As our Shiva Chesed fund is running low we 

appreciate your help to donate now so we are ready to assist 

Shiva families at any time with meals and with whatever is 

needed. Please donate online at https://www.gns.org/about/

affiliates/shivachesed/shiva/ or make all checks out to GNS 

Shiva Chesed Fund and mail or drop off at the Shul.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

The next Chaverim meeting will be Wed. October 18th.  

CHAVERWEB - PAY BILL & MANAGE ACCOUNT 

Accessible at gns.org with your account password.  

Saturday, 17 Tishrei 

William Frumkin for Miriam Frumkin 

Gail Notovitz for Miriam Frumkin 

Myra Honig for Leah Mathews 

Sharon Goldwyn for Sadie Skolnick 

Sunday, 18 Tishrei 

Rita Litvin for Elya Marianovsky 

Susan Frisch for Katalin Samelson 

Flori Silverstein for Stanley Silverstein 

Ami Reines for Stanley Silverstein 

Monday, 19 Tishrei 

Steven Blumner for Henry Blumner 

William Helmreich for Alan Helmreich 

Helaine Helmreich for Alan Helmreich 

Myles Mittleman for Blanche Mittleman 

Roselin Wagner for Louis Seider 

Tuesday, 20 Tishrei 

Jeffrey Freedman for George Freedman 

Mitchell Siegel for David Siegel 

Gail Setton for Morton Sirkin 

Michael Stern for Lillian Stern 

Wednesday, 21 Tishrei 

Jack Lipsky for Bill Lipsky 

Elaine Schneider for Otto Mayer 

Thursday, 22 Tishrei 

Henry Katz for Maurice Fischer 

Henry Katz for Rebecca Fischer 

Paul Brody for Nathan Weiner 

Friday, 23 Tishrei 

Sharon Goldwyn for Morris Goldwyn 

Florence Spira for Sydney Samson 

Robin Bours for Bernard Siegel 

Jerry Siegelman for Morris Siegelman 

Robert Sperber for Abraham Sperber 

Drora Brody for Nissim Yeffet 

Mazal Tov to Dassie & Eddy Barth on the marriage of their 
daughter Naomi to Jonathan Henkin, son of Laurie & Bruce 
Henkin of Edgemont, NY.  

Mazal Tov to Moosa & Sheila Ebrahimian on the              
upcoming marriage of their son, Robert to Lea Kimmel. 

Mazal Tov to Michal & Ron Malen on the birth of a                    
granddaughter born to their children Allyson & Yacov Malen 
in Israel.  

Mazal Tov to Lorraine & Harold Domnitch on the birth of a 
great grandson Cooper Blake born to their grandchildren 
Shayna & Matthew Angrist. 

Mazal Tov to Shellie & Steve Zuckerman on the birth of a 
granddaughter, born to their children, TJ & Erica              
Zuckerman.  

Mazal Tov to Rona & Ruby Askowitz on the birth of a           

grandson, born to their children, Alyssa & Ofir Gottesman.  

TEHILLIM GROUP IN PHYLLIS KIRSCH’S MEMORY 

The women’s tehillim group who meet every Thursday  

morning are looking for a number of women to participate. If 

you can dedicate a few minutes, either in a group or privately, 

to say a couple of tehillim each Thursday, we can carry on this 

mitzvah in Phyllis Kirsch's memory. Please email Carole  

Lerman Libby at CaroleR833@gmail.com to be part of this 

mitzvah. Carole will assign a couple of tehillim in order to    

complete entire sefer. 
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