
With Ha’azinu we climb to 
one of the peaks of Jewish 

spirituality. For a month 

Moses had taught the 

people. He had told them 

their history and destiny, 

and the laws that would 

make theirs a unique 

society of people bound in 

covenant with one another 

and with God. He renewed 

the covenant and then 

handed the leadership on 

to his successor and 

disciple Joshua. His final 

act would be blessing the 

people, tribe by tribe. But 

before that, there was one 

more thing he had to do. 

He had to sum up his 

prophetic message in a 

way the people would 

always remember and be 

inspired by. He knew that 

the best way of doing so is 

by music. So the last thing 

Moses did before giving the 

people his deathbed 

blessing was to teach them 

a song. 

 

There is something 

profoundly spiritual about 

music. When language 

aspires to the 

transcendent, and the soul 

longs to break free of the 

gravitational pull of the 

earth, it modulates into 

song. Jewish history is not 

so much read as sung. The 

rabbis enumerated ten 

songs at key moments in 

the life of the nation. There 

was the song of the 

Israelites in Egypt (see Is. 

30:29), the song at the Red Sea 

(Ex. 15), the song at the well 

(Num. 21), and Ha’azinu, Moses’ 
song at the end of his life. 

Joshua sang a song (Josh. 10:12

-13). So did Deborah (Jud. 5), 

Hannah (1 Sam. 2) and David (2 

Sam. 22). There was the Song of 

Solomon, Shir ha-Shirim, about 

which Rabbi Akiva said, “All 
songs are holy but the Song of 

Songs is the holy of holies.” The 
tenth song has not yet been 

sung. It is the song of the 

Messiah. Many biblical texts 

speak of the power of music to 

restore the soul. When Saul was 

depressed, David would play for 

him and his spirit would be 

restored (1 Sam. 16). David 

himself was known as the “sweet 
singer of Israel” (2 Sam. 23:1). 
Elisha called for a harpist to play 

so that the prophetic spirit could 

rest upon him (2 Kings 3:15). 

The Levites sang in the Temple. 

Every day, in Judaism, we 

preface our morning prayers with 

Pesukei de-Zimra, the ‘Verses of 
Song’ with their magnificent 
crescendo, Psalm 150, in which 

instruments and the human 

voice combine to sing God’s 
praises.  

 

Mystics go further and speak of 

the song of the universe, what 

Pythagoras called “the music of 
the spheres”. This is what Psalm 
19 means when it says, “The 
heavens declare the glory of 

God; the skies proclaim the work 

of His hands…There is no speech, 
there are no words, where their 

voice is not heard. Their music 

carries throughout the earth, 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Ha’azinu 
their words to the end of the 

world.” Beneath the silence, 
audible only to the inner ear, 

creation sings to its Creator. 

So, when we pray, we do not 

read: we sing. When we 

engage with sacred texts, we 

do not recite: we chant. Every 

text and every time has, in 

Judaism, its own specific 

melody. There are different 

tunes for shacharit, mincha 

and maariv, the morning, 

afternoon and evening 

prayers. There are different 

melodies and moods for the 

prayers for a weekday, 

Shabbat, the three pilgrimage 

festivals, Pesach, Shavuot 

and Sukkot (which have much 

musically in common but also 

tunes distinctive to each), and 

for the Yamim Noraim, Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

 

There are different tunes for 

different texts. There is one 

kind of cantillation for Torah, 

another for the haftorah from 

the prophetic books, and yet 

another for Ketuvim, the 

Writings, especially the five 

Megillot. There is a particular 

chant for studying the texts of 

the written Torah: Mishnah 

and Gemarah. So by music 

alone we can tell what kind of 

day it is and what kind of text 

is being used. Jewish texts 

and times are not color-coded 

but music-coded. The map of 

holy words is written in 

melodies and songs. Music 

has extraordinary power to 

evoke emotion. The Kol Nidrei 

prayer with which Yom Kippur 
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ARTSCROLL  1100 

 HERTZ  896 

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL  1204 

 HERTZ   891 

Times 

Candle Lighting 6:33 pm 

Mincha 6:35 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am  

Main  9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Mincha 6:05 pm 

Shabbat Shuva 

Drasha 

6:30 pm 

Shabbos Ends 7:40 pm 

Sun. September 24 

Tzom Gedalyah 

7:30/8:30 am 

See times pg. 3  

Mon. & Thurs. 

Tues. & Wed. 

Fri. with Selichot 

Erev Yom Kippur 

6:05/7:45 am 

Slichot 7:00 am 

6:15/7:45 am 

Slichot 7:00 am 

6:30/7:45 am 

 

Mincha 6:30 pm 

Latest Times for 

Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

September 23 9:45/10:45 am     

September 30 9:47/10:46 am 

Next Shabbat    

Yom Kippur 

Candle Lighting 6:21 pm 

Kol Nidrei 6:15 pm                 

Bima Flowers in the Main Sanctuary on Rosh Hashanah               

are dedicated in loving memory of                                          

Rahel Ben-Sorek z”l on the occasion of her first yahrzeit  
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Phone: 516.415.1111 
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begins is not really a prayer at all. It is a dry legal formula for 

the annulment of vows. There can be little doubt that it is its 

ancient, haunting melody that has given it its hold over the 

Jewish imagination. It is hard to hear those notes and not feel 

that you are in the presence of God on the Day of Judgment, 

standing in the company of Jews of all places and times as they 

plead with heaven for forgiveness. It is the holy of holies of the 

Jewish soul. Nor can you sit on Tisha B’av reading Eichah, the 
book of Lamentations, with its own unique cantillation, and not 

feel the tears of Jews through the ages as they suffered for 

their faith and wept as they remembered what they had lost, 

the pain as fresh as it was the day the Temple was destroyed. 

Words without music are like a body without a soul. 

 

Beethoven wrote over the manuscript of the third movement of 

his A Minor Quartet the words Neue Kraft fühlend, “Feeling new 
strength.” That is what music expresses and evokes. It is the 
language of emotion unsicklied by the pale cast of thought. 

That is what King David meant when he sang to God the 

words: “You turned my grief into dance; You removed my  
sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to 

You and not be silent.” You feel the strength of the human 
spirit no terror can destroy. In his book, Musicophilia, the late 

Oliver Sacks (no relative, alas) told the poignant story of Clive 

Wearing, an eminent musicologist who was struck by a         

devastating brain infection. The result was acute amnesia. He 

was unable to remember anything for more than a few                       

seconds. As his wife Deborah put it, “It was as if every waking 
moment was the first waking moment.” Unable to thread                  
experiences together, he was caught in an endless present that 

had no connection with anything that had gone before. One day 

his wife found him holding a chocolate in one hand and                                

repeatedly covering and uncovering it with the other hand,  

saying each time, “Look, it’s new.” “It’s the same chocolate,” 
she said. “No,” he replied, “Look. It’s changed.” He had no past 
at all. Two things broke through his isolation. One was his love 

for his wife. The other was music. He could still sing, play the 

organ and conduct a choir with all his old skill and verve. What 

was it about music, Sacks asked, that enabled him, while  

playing or conducting, to overcome his amnesia? He suggests 

that when we “remember” a melody, we recall one note at a 
time, yet each note relates to the whole. He quotes the                  

philosopher of music, Victor Zuckerkandl, who wrote, “Hearing 
a melody is hearing, having heard, and being about to hear, all 

at once. Every melody declares to us that the past can be 

there without being remembered, the future without being 

foreknown.” Music is a form of sensed continuity that can 
sometimes break through the most overpowering                                  

disconnections in our experience of time. 

 

Faith is more like music than science. Science analyses, music 

integrates. And as music connects note to note, so faith                 

connects episode to episode, life to life, age to age in a                 

timeless melody that breaks into time. God is the composer 

and librettist. We are each called on to be voices in the choir, 

singers of God’s song. Faith is the ability to hear the music 
beneath the noise. So music is a signal of transcendence. The 

philosopher and musician Roger Scruton writes that it is “an 
encounter with the pure subject, released from the world of 

objects, and moving in obedience to the laws of freedom 

alone.” He quotes Rilke: “Words still go softly out towards the 
unsayable / And music, always new, from palpitating stones / 

builds in useless space its godly home.” The history of the   
Jewish spirit is written in its songs. 

 

I once watched a teacher explaining to young children the  

difference between a physical possession and a spiritual one. 

He had them build a paper model of Jerusalem. Then (this was 

in the days of tape-recorders) he put on a tape with a song 

about Jerusalem that he taught to the class. At the end of the 

session he did something very dramatic. He tore up the model 

and shredded the tape. He asked the children, “Do we still 
have the model?” They replied, No. “Do we still have the 
song?” They replied, Yes. We lose physical possessions, but 
not spiritual ones. We lost the physical Moses. But we still have 

the song. 

Youth Shabbat 

This Shabbat we celebrate our youth as they 

lead the services and present Divrei Torah in 

both the Main Sanctuary and Beit Midrash.  

We applaud all the youth participating as well 

as our excellent youth directors  

Rabbi Jensen and Dr. Michael & Zehava Atlas.  

Shabbat Shuvah Drasha 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff 
 

“Kings, Nuts & New Fruits:                              
Substance or Superstition” 

 
6:30 pm 



 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Wednesday, Sept. 20th                                    

Erev Rosh Hashana 

North Shore Mikveh is open for men                                
today from 5:00 am - 3:00 pm  

Bring your own towel; $30 suggested donation 
 

Shacharit: 6:00 am/7:45 am                                                                                            
Selichot: 6:45 am 

An eiruv tavshilin should be prepared 
Candle lighting: 6:37 pm 

Mincha: 6:40 pm 

 

Thursday, Sept. 21st                                              

Rosh Hashana I 

Shacharit: 8:00 am 

Tashlich should be said this afternoon 

Mincha: 6:40 pm 

Candle lighting after 7:33 pm 

 

Friday, Sept. 22nd                                              

Rosh Hashana II 

Shacharit: 8:00 am 

Candle lighting: 6:33 pm 

Mincha: 6:35 pm 

Saturday, Sept. 23rd                               

Shabbat Shuvah 

Youth Shabbat in Main & BM Minyanim 

Hashkama: 8:00 am 

Parsha shiur: 8:30 am 

Main Shul: 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash: 9:15 am 

Mincha: 6:05 pm 

Shabbat Shuvah D’rasha: 6:30 pm 

“Kings, Nuts & New Fruits:                          

Substance or Superstition” 

Shabbat ends: 7:40 pm 

 

Sunday, September 24th                            

Tzom Gedalyah 

Fast Begins: 5:23 am                                

Shacharit w/Selichot:                                

7:30 am (Youth Center)                              

8:30 am (Beit Midrash) 

Mincha: 6:25 pm 

Fast Concludes: 7:22 pm 

ROSH HASHANA - TZOM GEDALYAH 

Monday, Sept. 18th                           

Shacharit: 6:20 am/7:45 am 

Slichot: 7:15 am 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 19th  

Shacharit: 6:30 am/7:45 am 

Slichot: 7:15 am 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 20th                                   

Erev Rosh Hashana 

Shacharit: 6:00 am/7:45 am                                                                                            

Selichot: 6:45 am 

 

Sunday, September 24th                                

Tzom Gedalyah 

Shacharit w/Selichot:                                               

7:30 am (Youth Center)                                      

8:30 am (Beit Midrash) 

 

Monday, September 25th 

Shacharit: 6:05 am/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:00 am 

 

Tuesday, September 26th 

Shacharit: 6:15 am/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:00 am 

 

Wednesday, September 27th 

Shacharit: 6:15 am/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:00 am 

 

Thursday, September 28th 

Shacharit: 6:05 am/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:00 am 

 

Friday, September 29th                             

Erev Yom Kippur 

Shacharit w/Selichot: 6:30 am/7:45 am 

SLICHOT SCHEDULE 



 

EREV ROSH HASHANA YOUTH EVENT 



 

WOMEN’S LEARNING 



 

 

 AN EYE ON SUKKOT  



 

SIMCHAT TORAH 

This is the list of the sponsors from last year. If you would like your name added to 

the list for sponsorship of $100 please contact Mark Twersky in the shul office. If you 
do not want to participate and have your name removed also call Mark at the office. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5777                      
is dedicated in memory of PINCHAS BEN YOSEPH                   

For other such opportunities please contact               

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE 

September 20: Erev Rosh Hashana Youth Program 

September 23: Youth Shabbat 

September 28: Women’s Learning 

October 1: Erev Sukkot Youth Arts n Crafts 

October 2: Etrog & Lulav Sale 

KIDNEY DONATION FOR SISTER OF KAREN WYDRA                                 

If you know anyone who is willing to save a life by donating a 

kidney - no matter what their blood type, please have them 

contact R23229@Renewal.org. This is my sister's renewal         

number. My sister would be given the consideration for the  

donation and a matched donation could be set up.  
SISTERHOOD ROSH HASHANA CARDS 

Sisterhood is selling beautiful Rosh Hashana cards designed by 

Celia Lemonik for 10 for $18 or $2.50 each. Cards may be 

purchased in the shul office or by Judy Lillien 516 487 6845.  

MEOROT REGISTRATION  

Meorot is taking applications and registration information can be 

found on the website www.meorotgn.org. For inquiries please 

contact Rabbi Hercman at rabbihercman@meorotgn.org.  

WOMEN’S LEARNING 

Come here Mrs. Chani Juravel on Thursday evening, Sept. 

28th at the home of Doreen Hadid at 15 Magnolia Drive at 

8:00 pm on the topic of “Tshuva: The Gift of Self”.  

SHIDDUCHIM COMMITTEE                                                                       

If you are single and interested in meeting someone, please 

email Robyn Blumner at mitzvamatcher@gmail.com. Welcome 

all backgrounds! 

OFFICE HOURS FOR RABBI POLAKOFF 

Wednesdays: 10-12; Thursdays: 1-3. He can always be 

reached via 516.637.3674 or dpolakoff@gns.org.  

HIGH HOLIDAY SHUT-INS 

Please let the office know of any local home-bound individuals 

who would like to hear the shofar blowing. 

SIMCHAT TORAH LAINERS/ROSH HASHANA USHERS 

If you are interested in laining on Simchat Torah, please speak 

to Natan Hamerman. To assist the shul in serving as an usher 

for Rosh Hashana, please email jfrisch@gns.org. 

SCOPE - THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

Thank you very much to our Rosh Hashanah SCOPE sponsors 

(we have about 70!) for their strong support! We are grateful 

for the outpouring of financial assistance we receive from so 

many members of our shul. We invite others to add their 

names to the sponsor page. You can dedicate the sponsorship 

in honor or in memory of a loved one. The cost is $36/issue or 

$100 for 3 issues. Please contact drein@verizon.net to be a 

sponsor. Thank you. 

YOUTH NEWS  

A) Anyone who would like their child to participate in the Youth 

Shabbat (laining) etc. on Sept. 23rd, should please contact 

Ben Pagovich at bpagovich@aol.com.  

B) Anyone who lives in the Strathmore/Old Mill Road area  

interested in hosting our annual Sukkah Hop should contact 

Rabbi Jensen at rabbijensen@aol.com. Each host will have a 

maximum of 75 children. (1 group). There will be 3 groups of 

approximately 75 children consisting of  preschool, elementary 

and middle school. Thank you.  

C) Anyone who can blow shofar for the youth minyan on Rosh 

Hashana, please contact rabbijensen@aol.com.  

BIKUR CHOLIM THANKS ROBYN BLUMNER 

Thank you very much to President Emeritus, Robyn Blumner, for 

her decades of devoted and incredible service to the Bikur 

Cholim of Great Neck. We are indebted to her for all the time, 

energy, sensitivity, compassion and experience that she                        

contributed during her tenure.  If you would like to volunteer to 

be a valuable member of the Bikur Cholim Committee, which 

may include calling, visiting, shopping, running an errand or 

driving a member of Great Neck Synagogue who is ill or             

home-bound, please contact Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net  

or (516)487-1296 as she will be organizing Bikur Cholim now. 

Saturday, 3 Tishrei 

Leon Fuks for Sarah Fuks 

Hillel & Charlene Milun for Lynne Milun 

Jack Wachstock for Lazar Wachstock 

Sunday, 4 Tishrei 

Elizabeth Lieberman for Sarah Fox 

Sharon Goldwyn for Jennie Goldwyn 

William Helmreich for Sarah Helmreich 

Judith Weinstein for Raoul Kloogman 

Milton Mitzner for Sam Mitzner 

Howard Wolf for Herman Wolf 

Tuesday, 6 Tishrei 

Martin Hoffman for Ruth Hoffman 

Klara Brand for Hajnal Sabov 

Karen Wolff for Nelson Tessler 

Wednesday, 7 Tishrei 

Pearl Ginsburg for Lena Ginsburg 

Edith Lubin for Henry Goldberg 

Rivka Rosenberg for Noga Zaharon 

Friday, 9 Tishrei 

Carl Rosenberg for Walter Muller 

Phil Hanfling for Fannie Schneider 

HOUSTON ROSH HASHANA CHESED DRIVE 

Thank you to all those who donated to send Kittels, Kippot and 

a Chazan Siddur to the United Orthodox Synagogue in                   

Houston. Rabbi Gelman and the Houston shul members are 

very grateful to all of the GNS members who participated in 

this Yomim Noraim Chesed Drive!  

A special thank you to Rabbi Jeffrey Kobrin for personally         

taking these items to Houston to give to Rabbi Gelman in time 

for Yom Tov. Yashar Koach to all! 

NORTH SHORE MIKVEH  

North Shore Mikveh is open for men this Wednesday, Erev 

Rosh Hashana from 5:00 am - 3:00 pm. Bring your own 

towel; $30 suggested donation. 

Mazal Tov to Ariella & Shmuel Gilad on the birth of a 

daughter. Mazal Tov as well to grandparents Karen & 

Robert Spitalnick and Chaya & Yehoshua Gilad.  

tel:516%20487%206845
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