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Last, but certainly most importantly, I want to thank our
truly amazing Art Director, Andrew Allen, who works hard
to make each SCOPE edition more beautiful than the last.
He is talented, creative, insightful, and hard-working.
This is our 10th year working together on SCOPE! It has
been wonderful and I look forward to many more years!

A Message from the Editor
Diane Rein

On behalf of my husband, David, and our children, Alexander, Oliver and Sophia, I wish you all a very happy and
healthy New Year!

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine

S|C|O|P|E
Diane Rein

Shana Tova!

S

I am happy to present the Rosh Hashanah issue of SCOPE
magazine. It was made possible by the strong support of
nearly 60 SCOPE sponsors who financially secure its existence, along with almost 30 advertisers who support the
magazine and our shul. We distribute approximately 750
copies of SCOPE magazine to families in Great Neck and
beyond – so this is a great forum to advertise and promote your business to thousands of potential readers.
I am excited that two articles were written by recent
new members of Great Neck Synagogue. Rabbi Moshe
Kwalbrun captivatingly writes about the human emotion
in “The Need to be Needed” and Daniel Winter shares his
life’s journey in “From There to Here.” Lisa Stein describes
her moving spiritual experience in Uman, Ukraine. You
will greatly enjoy Charles Stein’s depiction of his experience in the U.S. Navy on the USS Bordelon. Our long time
member Ira Lubin shares with us a fascinating article by
Victor B. Geller about Herman Wouk, one of the original
founders of Great Neck Synagogue. If you have an article
you would like to submit to SCOPE I encourage you to do
so!

I am grateful for all the help and support I receive at our
shul to produce this magazine. Executive Director, Mark
Twersky and Assistant Executive Director, Jimmy Frisch
are instrumental to this effort and I enjoy working with
them. The office staff, Maxine Nasser, Paula Minsky and
Susan Goldstein are also very helpful with each issue of
SCOPE. SCOPE would not happen without Rabbi Ian Lichter on this project – he is so perceptive, responsive, and a
pleasure to work with. I am fortunate to be able to work
on this endeavor with him! I appreciate how much time,
effort and care he spends on each issue. Thanks also to
Rabbi Dale Polakoff for his strong SCOPE support.

Shana
Tova!
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that we read this psalm composed by Korach’s children
before shofar blowing. The shofar is the reminder for us of
the Yom HaDin, Judgment Day. The shofar represents our
last chance to do teshuvah, to repent and to come back
to a life of commitment to Torah and its values. Perhaps
we might be tempted to think that we are “too far gone,”
or that we have been this way for so long it’s impossible
to change. Therefore our model becomes the children of
Korach, who were able to do teshuvah despite their upbringing, and despite being “too far gone.”

A Message from our Rabbi
Rabbi Dale Polakoff

Such thinking is probably a manifestation of our own
yeitzer harah, looking for some way to deny us the opportunity to “come home.” If that is the case then Korach’s
children are the antidote to such a way of thinking. If they
could do it, who among us can’t?
This year I hope that we will not only listen to the sounding of the shofar, but that we will listen as well to the
prayer that precedes it, and reminds us that we can never
be “too far gone.”
Best wishes from my family to yours for a year of health
and blessing.

I

If we pay attention to the prayers that are said before
shofar blowing, we will notice that Psalm 47 is recited
seven times. The earliest appearance of the custom to recite this particular psalm is found in the Machzor Aram
Zoba, published in Venice in the mid 1500’s. This was the
machzor of the Aleppo Musta’arabim (the Jews of Syria
who became culturally Arabized in the mid seventh century). The custom of reciting it seven times is mentioned
by R. Yisrael Alter, the fourth Gerer Rebbe, in his collection
Beis Yisroel, and is believed to correspond to the seven
components of the evil inclination.

Rabbi Dale Polakoff

What seems a bit strange about this psalm is that it was
composed by the children of Korach. Why, at this holy moment of the year, do we not only mention the children
of Korach, we even introduce the moment by reading a
psalm they composed, not once but seven times.
In a shiur by Rabbi Azaryah Berman, he repeats an answer
to this question attributed to Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv,
one of the greatest poskim of post WWII Judaism. Rav
Elyashiv suggests that Korach’s children represent for us
an evil lifestyle, a lifestyle ingrained in them from their
earliest memories. Imagine what it must have been like to
grow up in Korach’s house and to be constantly exposed
to criticism of Moshe and Aharon, as well as to ongoing
machloket.

“The shofar represents our last chance
to do teshuvah, to repent and to come
back to a life of commitment to Torah
and its values.”

One would think it impossible to rise above such a background and upbringing, and to realize the error of one’s
ways. Could Korach’s children ever do teshuvah? Rav
Elyashiv, zt”l, suggests that such is precisely the reason
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pursuit of a mitzvah. Not every action is viewed the same;
there is a context to the action that affects the exertion
involved. Rav Salanter therefore suggests that every mitzvah or aveirah can be divided into two categories: those
that are easy and those that are difficult. Whether something is easy or difficult is determined based on the overall picture, a person’s natural tendencies, the pressure
of a particular situation and any other pertinent factor.
Based on the principle of the Mishnah in Avot, the reward
for an easy mitzvah is less than that of a difficult one, but
the flipside is true as well, the punishment for violating
an aveirah that was easy to circumvent is greater.

A Message from our
Assistant Rabbi
Rabbi Ian Lichter

For example, regarding lashon hara, there is a difference
between speaking lashon hara about a random acquaintance versus a spouse or very close friend. It is much easier not to say lashon hara about someone close to us who
we care deeply about than someone with whom we lack a
personal relationship. Therefore, the reward for overcoming the desire to speak badly about a random individual is
much greater than avoiding lashon hara about a spouse.
Applying Rav Salanter’s thought to the Medrash can yield
a great understanding. The words of the Medrash that a
small hole of teshuvah is significant means that just as
someone who does teshuvah for one sin but ignores other
sins is still considered a ba’al teshuvah, so too one who
focuses his energies on the easy aspects of a sin, despite
leaving the harder components to be tackled for a later
time is also considered a ba’al teshuvah. In our lashon
hara example, it means that a person who displays control
over how he speaks about individuals he knows well, is a
ba’al teshuvah, even though lashon hara is still at times
spoken about people he has less of a relationship with.

O

One of the most frustrating Elul experiences is reflecting back on the past year and seeing that many of our
goals for change have not gone as planned and indeed
we are still in need of teshuvah. An insightful comment
made by Rav Yisrael Salanter can provide a strategy that
can help turn the teshuvah period of Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur from just sudden inspiration into substantial
transformation.
The Medrash (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 5:2) states: “Hashem
says, my children, create for me a small opening of teshuvah, as tiny as the head of a pin, and I will open for
you openings that even wagons and chariots can pass
through.”

If we are looking for change that will last, Rav Salanter
suggests to start with correcting those items that are
easiest to fix with a full teshuvah and Hashem will help
make the teshuvah broad enough to reach those areas
that are more difficult to transform.

Apparently, it is not necessary to perform a full teshuvah all by ourselves, rather, our task is to do a little bit
and Hashem guarantees us that He will respond in kind
and make our teshuvah more expansive. These words of
the Medrash are encouraging and beautiful, but also very
perplexing. What does it mean to do just a little bit of teshuvah? The Rambam provides the impression that there
are three central components to teshuvah; regret, vidui,
and leaving the sin entirely. Teshuvah requires each one
of these stages to be met in its entirety. How does the
Medrash relate that only a small hole of teshuvah is then
significant?

Katie and I wish the entire community a Shana Tovah
filled with good health, happiness and feelings of success in both the physical and spiritual realms of life.

Rabbi Ian Lichter

Rav Yisrael Salanter, father of the Mussar movement, explains a fundamental principle that in turn sheds light on
the words of the Medrash. Different people can do the
exact same mitzvah or aveirah and receive different rewards or punishment. The same person can even do the
exact same thing at two different times and be rewarded
or punished differently. How is that possible? The Mishnah in Pirkei
(5:19)אגרא
states, לפום צערא אגרא
לפוםAvot
צערא

“The Rambam provides the impression
that there are three central components
to teshuvah; regret, vidui, and
leaving the sin entirely.”

the reward is set according to the effort involved in the
SCOPE RH 2015

5

06
als, a recommendation will be made to the general board in
the near future.

President’s Message
Dr. Hal Chadow

It is essential that we conduct a thorough and comprehensive analysis of the buildings that reside on our campus in
order to fulfill our goals:

• A main sanctuary with capacity for 500-600
people IN ONE ROOM with appropriate
acoustics and lighting.
• An ‘all-purpose’ room to provide flexible
space for minyanim, youth programs, lectures
and other activities.
• A library/Beit Midrash conducive for
independent and group learning.
• Improve the flow of traffic throughout our
building. Any reconfiguration should seek to
decrease the noise level in the hallways surrounding the Goldwyn Main Sanctuary
and the Ebrahimian Beit Midrash.

R

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of the Jewish New Year.
We look at the world we live in as having a fresh start; we
vow to make small (or significant) changes in ourselves for
the upcoming year. The High Holidays are the time for us to
remember, and to reflect on the past as we plan and build
for the future. Successful enterprises know how to adjust
and adapt to the changes around them. The Gemara relays a
conversation between Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akivah: Which
is more important, learning or action? The sages concluded
that learning is more important when it leads to action. The
truth is that our community is rapidly changing in so many
different ways. While we have an active, vivacious and spirited congregation which continues to grow, we must also
learn to change and adapt or we will be left behind.

• Include a modern, upscale ballroom with
increased capacity to accommodate the
large numbers of guests invited to affairs.

All of you will need to be involved in this project and we will
conduct several congregational meetings in order to elicit
your thoughts, suggestions, ideas and feedback. After all,
this will be a Great Neck Synagogue Project.
Of course, I realize the magnitude of a project of this nature,
but the time has come to invest in our future. I look forward
to working with all of you and seeing this project through
to fruition.

As you well know, many of our buildings, while ageing gracefully over the better part of six decades, are being described
as ‘old’ ‘worn’ ‘outdated’ and ‘tired.’ Moreover, buildings
were added at different time points and adversely affect the
flow of traffic through our corridors. And the reality is that
we lack adequate space to accommodate our growing youth
department and increasing number of programs hosted at
GNS, especially on Shabbat and Yom Tov. Lastly, while our
caterer has been busy booking parties, our ballroom lacks
the capacity to hold the large numbers of guests invited to
affairs in this day and age.

Debbie and I, together with our entire family, wish you and
your entire family a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Dr. Hal Chadow

Therefore, I will entitle the major goal of my second year as
President of GNS ‘BACK TO THE FUTURE’ with the objective
being to embark on a major renovation project. As an initial
step, the executive board and general board approved the
creation of a GNS (main) shul renovation committee. Over
the past few months, we interviewed several designers/
architects, all well qualified with impressive résumés, and
established track records. After reviewing all of the propos-

‘BACK TO THE FUTURE’
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Welcome to Our New
Yoetzet Halacha

Great Neck Synagogue warmly welcomes
the following new members
who joined this past year:

Lisa Septimus

Ronen & Talia Abergel
Josef & Joy Allens
Irene Dicker
Adam & Dahlia Dressler
Ben & Rachel Feintuch
David & Rachel Greenbaum
Jason & Karen Hammerman
Aaron & Sharona Hanasab
Dr. Barbara Kapelman

L

Lisa Septimus has recently been appointed Yoetzet Halacha of Great Neck Synagogue. She also serves as Yoetzet
Halacha of the Five Towns and served as a Yoetzet in
Manhattan for two years. A graduate of Stern College’s
Graduate Program for Advanced Talmudic Studies, she
subsequently served as the program’s shoelet u’meishiva.
She teaches Talmud, Chumash, and Ethics at North Shore
Hebrew Academy High School in Great Neck, New York,
where she also coordinates informal education programs
and serves as Dean of the Class of 2016.
In her active role as Rebbetzin at the Young Israel of North
Woodmere she is integrally involved with adult education
and youth programming. She has taught at The Jewish
Center in Manhattan, Riverdale Jewish Center, Drisha, and
Yeshiva University’s Summer Learning Program. She and
her husband, Rabbi Yehuda Septimus, are the parents of
four young children.

Welcome!
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Rabbi Moshe & Shirley Kwalbrun
Josh & Barrie Lev
Harry and Harriet Lumerman
Harriet Malen
Edward & Zarina Mehrfar
Ronnie & Paulette Shaban
Drs. David & Shira Shamtoub
Edwin & Bianca Shirazian
Joseph & Lauren Soleimani
Gregory & Elana Stashower
Noah & Jessica Steinberg
Daniel Winter
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A Note From Hilda

Dance of Seven Veils

Hilda Schulman

By Annie Karpenstein

Long trip home, late at night. Pouring rain.
Heavy traffic for a weeknight. The road unfamiliar.
I try to avoid potholes that swallow tires. Darkness.
No lane markings visible. Follow red taillights
to stay in lane. Body tense, vigilant. Neck

R

strained. Hands tight on wheel.

Recently, I observed the tenth yartzeit of my beloved
husband of fifty eight years, Chazzan Eleazer Schulman.
Chazzan Schulman served as the first Cantor of the Great
Neck Synagogue for thirty six years and later as Cantor
Emeritus for fifteen years.

Cold damp earth breathes vapor. Slowly, fog rises
from its hiding place. Hesitant, it plays hide and seek
in the shadows until a mysterious form takes shape.

Every day I am reminded of his sincere love and devotion to his family, friends, and members of the congregation. These feelings always intensify as the Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe) draw near. Chazzan Schulman was a
Shaliach Tzibor of deep conviction and emunah B’Hashem.
These qualities are reflected in a conversation I once
overheard between the Chazzan and my son Gary.

Uncertain, it dissolves. Then, reappears, stretches
languorously. Fog, a seductress swirls her chiffon gown
in all directions. She begins her dance of seven veils.

Gary said, “How come when you officiate, even at the saddest of funerals, you never seem to choke up? Certainly
some funerals are sadder and more tragic than others.”
My husband momentarily reflected and replied, “These are
the days Hashem gives man.”

Chiffon fabric rising, falling, billowing, dissolving
into thin air, then reappearing. My car moves through
diaphanous folds of fabric to a clearing only to be

My son was very troubled by this succinct and seemingly
insensitive answer. Yet, as my husband approached the
end of his life, he maintained that he would be with us as
long as Hashem granted. This personifies his total emunah in the Borey Olam (Creator of the World). Not only
where others were concerned, but especially for himself.
On Rosh Hashanah, we pray to be inscribed in the Book of
Life, and on Yom Kippur, our fate is sealed. We too should
approach the high holy days with complete bitachon and
emunah that Hashem will fulfill all of our wishes.

ensnared again. Fog’s performance enchanting. She
grows into the beauty of her essence. My visibility
poor. I pray to safely reach the solid ground of home.

My New Year’s bracha to the klay kodesh, officers, and
membership of the Great Neck Synagogue, be one of long
life, good health, happiness, and prosperity, and above all,
emunah shelayma. Shana Tova!
Century Village
Boca Raton, Florida
(561) 482-6886
SCOPE RH 2015
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•GeneralDentistry
•Orthodontics
•CosmeticReconstructiveDentistry
•CompleteSmileRejuvenation
•ImplantSurgeryandReconstruction
•Patented"WhiteningForLIfe"Program
•VelscopeOralCancerDetection
•EnvisionASmileDigitalImaging
•SoftTissueLaserDentistry
•PediatricDentistry
•3DDigitalCTScanner

Experts in
Snoring and Sleep Apnea Treatments
Snoring and Sleep Apnea Center
of Queens and Nassau

www.44snore.com
844-44snore

WrittenUpinNYTimes,BestDentistsinAmerica,
Who’sWhoandtheQueensCourier
ListedinNewYorkMagazine-BestDoctorsIssue

Dr. Scott Danoff
University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine
Postgraduate Prosthodontic Degree
Chief of Prosthodontics at LIJ Hospital
Fellow of the International Academy for Dental Facial Esthetics
(clockwise) Dr. Laura Danoff, Dr. Scott Danoff,
Dr. Jaclyn Danoff Rudick & Dr. Kate Danoff Geft

Dr. Laura Danoff
University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine
Diplomate of the American Board of Orthodontics
Premier Provider of Invisalign - Top 5% of All Invisalign Providers
Awarded Top 25 Women in Dentistry in U.S.-2013

Wenowparticipatewith:

AETNA
CIGNA
Delta
MetLife
Assurant
Ameritas
Guardian
UnitedConcordia
Unicare
PrincipalFinancialGroup
DDSinc.
UnitedHealthcare
PatriotFamilyDentalPlan
Ameriplan

Dr. Kate Danoff Geft
New York University College of Dentistry
Residency at North Shore University Hospital
Chief Resident at LIJ Dental
Fourth Generation Dentist
Dr. Jaclyn Danoff Rudick
Case Western Reserve School of Dental Medicine
Residency at North Shore University Hospital
Fourth Generation Dentist
Open Sunday Through Friday
SCOPE RH 2015
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH
TO THE FOLLOWING SCOPE SPONSORS
FOR THEIR STRONG & CONTINUED SUPPORT

Anonymous (3)
Carol Adamsky in memory of her husband, Jeffrey Loewenstein z”l
Lisa & Alan Adler
Marcy & Daniel Aharon
Ellen & Andrew Allen in memory of their parents
Harriet & Louis Allen z”l and Eleanor & Sheldon Schaffer z”l

Debbie & Robert Hollander in memory of her mother,
Judith Sokol z”l and her sister Sharon Sokol Heisler z”l
Jacqueline Hott in memory of her husband, Dr. Louis R. Hott z”l
Irene & Leslie Kahn
Louise & Leonard Kahn
Carol & Jeffrey Kaufman
Tami & Greg Kramer
Sam Levitt in memory of Dr. Geraldine L. Levitt z”l
and Dr. Deborah Levitt Ron z”l
Judy & Richard Lillien and Family
Nechama & Billy Liss-Levinson in memory of their parents
Gertrude & Morris Joseph Liss z”l and Aaron Levinson z”l

The Allen Family
in memory of Paul Allen z”l, beloved son, dear brother
Gil Aronowitz
Rona & Reuben Askowitz
Emma & Bart Baum
Lisa & Jeffrey Benjamin
Anita & Hal Beretz
Robyn & Steven Blumner
Viviane & Arnold Breitbart
Carol Buckmann
Debbie & Hal Chadow
Ellie Cohanim & Family
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch
Jacqueline & Stanley Fischer
Sylvia & Norman Fisher in memory of their parents
Esther & Saul Hirsh z”l and Molly & Henry Fisher z”l

Michal & Ron Malen
Susan Mayer, children & grandchildren in memory of Steven M. Mayer z”l,
devoted husband, father & grandfather
Ruth & Milton Mitzner
Dina & Jon Ohebshalom
Diane & David Rein in memory of her mother Helene M. Fink z”l
Michelle & Norman Rutta
Pia & Michael Shlomo
Florin & Howard Silberstein
Flori Silverstein
Shoshana & Martin Sokol
Karen & Robert Spitalnick
Alan & Orly Steinberg in honor of SCOPE’s editor, Diane Rein
Pamela & Baruch Toledano
Jeanne Walfish & Charles Stein in memory of
her sister Freda Fell z”l
Ellie & David Werber
Michelle & Howie Wolf in memory of their parents,
Ruth & Philip Berman z”l and Carrie & Julius Wolf z”l

Meryl & Mark Friedman
Sharon Goldwyn in memory of Belle & Solomon Goldwyn z”l
Rita Gordonson in memory of her husband, Lew Gordonson z”l
Erica & Eliot Heisler
Cindy & Morris Hodkin in memory of their parents
Elizabeth & Louis Hodkin z”l and Bernard Korman z”l.
Alisa & Michael Hoenig

The Secret of One of the World’s Most Famous Logos

By Oliver Rein

Passover Across the Globe:
Diverse Customs Enrich the Holiday
By Carol Buckmann

Time Travel with Our Grandchildren
By Henry Katz

Thanks & Giving
By Nechama Liss-Levinson

Why is Chanukah Eight Days?
By Stanley H. Fischer

The New European Anti-Semitism:
A Growing Threat
By Carol Buckmann

GNS

By Leslie Kahn and Michelle Berman

vfubj
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By Sophia Rein
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Israel Today, Living the Crisis
By Dr. Ronald Malen

Interview with Ambassador Yehuda Avner

2013
5773

Passover
Nisan

Assassination in Gaza!
By Rabbi Sholom Jensen

Interview of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
By Oliver Rein

Alan Veingrad - The Chosen One
By Alexander Rein

Generation To Generation

Interview with Dr. Iddo Netanyahu

By Rabbi Marvin Tokayer and Dr. Ellen Rodman

From 1900 to 2014 - Family Trip to Kupiskis, Lithuania to Find Our Roots

Kislev

rusu rusk

By Alexander Rein

Generation To Generation

Mazel tov to our Simchat Torah honorees!
Chatan Torah: Aryeh Family
Chatan Breishit: Eliot Heisler
Chatan Maftir: Asher Abehsera

Interview with Nathan Lewin, Esq.

2013
5774

Chanukah

rusu rusk

2014
5775

Tishrei

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine

Passover Poems
By Dr. Mark Gersten

rusu rusk

rusu rusk

Can We Return to Sinai?
By William Liss-Levenson, Ph.D.

By Charles Stein

Rosh Hashanah

•

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine
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SCOPE
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•

SCOPE

2014
5774

Passover

Generation To Generation
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Ariel Sharon z”l 1928-2014
His Life and Legacy
| Generation to Generation |

| Generation to Generation

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine
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| Generation to Generation

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine

GNS2013
SCOPE P 2013

1

GNS
SCOPE C 2013

1

GNS
SCOPE P 2014

1

• Become a SCOPE sponsor
• Place an ad
• Contribute with an article
• Contribute with a photograph
• Show this issue to a friend

We encourage our readers to be SCOPE sponsors.
If you would like your name to be listed on this page in our next issue of SCOPE,
please contact Mark Twersky in the Synagogue office (516) 487-6100.
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publisher that Samuel Ullman was the poem’s author, and
in December 1945, Reader’s Digest reproduced the poem
and credited Samuel Ullman as the author.

How One Jewish Poet Inspired
Generations of
Japanese and Americans

Samuel Ullman (1840-1924) was born in Alsace, Germany, to
Jewish parents and personally experienced anti-Semitism.
His parents escaped from this discrimination by fleeing to
the United States and settling in Mississippi where a relative lived. Ullman briefly served in the Confederate Army
during the Civil War and was wounded twice, but he seldom spoke of this experience. He married Emma Mayer, a
Jewish woman, relocated in 1884 to Birmingham, Alabama,
where the same year he opened a hardware store, but he
was not a very successful businessman. In 1884 Ullman
became a member of the first Board of Education where
he served for eighteen years and advocated for equal
rights for white and black children. Ullman also served as
a city alderman from 1895 to 1897.

By Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
and Ellen Rodman, Ph.D
(excerpt from their new book, Edge of the
Diaspora: More Amazing Stories about Jews
and the Far East (wt), prepublication)

P

People have philosophized forever about youth and getting older, but in 1945, when Reader’s Digest printed a
poem titled “Youth,” the poem unleashed a flurry of interest with a ripple effect that was like throwing a small
stone into a still pond. Okada Yoshio (in Japanese, family
names precede given names), a Japanese businessman,
purchased an issue of the magazine, read the poem,
translated it into Japanese and then displayed his beautiful and stirring translation in his office as a source of
inspiration. Many of his friends read the poem, were fascinated by it, and the poem became quite popular in Japan
after receiving media exposure in newspapers and magazines, including the Japanese version of Reader’s Digest
in January 1946.

Many white people, wanting to discourage black voters,
supported a law that required voters in Birmingham to be
literate. As chairman of the Board of Education, Ullman
angered some white people by providing critical support
for the creation of a high school for black students, one
of the few such schools anywhere in the South, and they
refused to reelect him to the board. In 1901 the mayor
and school superintendent succeeded in having a newlyconstructed elementary school named for Ullman, and in
1937 the school was converted into a high school for black
students and bears Ullman’s name. In 1971, after schools
were integrated, the school became part of the University
of Alabama in Birmingham where it houses the School of
Social and Behavioral Sciences.

Matsunaga Yasuzaemon, known as the “king of electric
power,” also translated “Youth” into Japanese around the
same time as Okada, making it available to an elite group
of Japanese businessmen and intellectuals. The poem inspired and resonated with the Japanese people and business leaders who were facing the rebuilding of their warravaged country. “Youth,” which has no political, religious
or commercial agenda, appeals to people who share the
emphasis on the spirit of youth, joy and hope about life
that is eloquently conveyed in the poem.

Ullman served as president of Temple Emanuel and as the
lay rabbi, a surprising and rare occurrence in American
Judaism, and his sermons often reminded listeners to be
proud of their Jewish Heritage. He and Emma built an excellent Sunday school and Hebrew school, and he founded
a chapter of B’nai B’rith, the largest Jewish organization
in the United States. One of their daughters married
the rabbi who succeeded him. Ullman, often described
as an immigrant, soldier, businessman and progressive
community activist, was known for his humor, intellect,
philanthropy, commitment to education and brotherhood,
and he definitely left his mark on Birmingham’s religious,
educational and community life. In fact, years later when
my youngest son needed treatment for a cardiac disorder,
my wife and I were directed to a surgeon at the University
of Alabama-Birmingham Hospital (Hillman Hospital) which
had an excellent pediatric cardiac center, and among the
founders of the hospital were none other than Emma and
Samuel Ullman.

The poem’s popularity also owes much to General Douglas
MacArthur. After he returned to the Philippines at the end
of World War II, he received a visit in his office from Colonel
Frederick Palmer. Palmer, a war correspondent, noticed
the poem hanging on the wall behind MacArthur’s desk
between portraits of Presidents George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln and reproduced the poem in the September 30, 1945, issue of This Week magazine, a supplement
in many newspapers, but no author was credited for the
poem. Descendants of Samuel Ullman living in Alabama
saw that issue of This Week, however, and informed the

In September 1888, a group of women, upset by the poor
health conditions and unsanitary care available to most
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of the population in Birmingham, sought a new hospital;
when wealthy residents needed good care, they were able
to go elsewhere. At the first meeting, the hospital board
was chosen and included Emma and Samuel Ullman, and
in 1890 they organized a fair with tents and booths to
raise money for the fledgling hospital. The booth labeled
“January and February” was run by Jewish residents, and
their rummage sale was very successful. On July 12, 1902,
the new hospital building was dedicated, and a tribute to
the memory of Emma Ullman, who had passed away, was
included on the corner stone. In 1903, Temple Emanuel
endowed a surgical ward in Emma’s memory as well, and
at the opening of the surgical ward in the summer of 1903,
Samuel Ullman was the principal speaker.
After his retirement, Ullman spent time writing letters, essays and poems about love, nature, religion, family and
living with a “young” mindset. In 1918, at the age of 78, he
wrote “Youth.” In 1920, for his eightieth birthday, Ullman’s
family, who had gathered his poems together, published
them in a volume titled From Summit of Years-Four Score,
and “Youth,” the poem which resonated so much with the
Japanese in the 1940s and also became a favorite of General Douglas MacArthur around the same time, was the
first entry.
After MacArthur was relieved of his command by President Harry S. Truman for not following national policy during the Korean War, he returned to the United States in
1952 and became a corporate adviser and much soughtafter lecturer. On January 26, 1955, on the occasion of his
seventy-fifth birthday, MacArthur gave what is considered
one of his best speeches to the American Legionnaires at
the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. In that speech he
recited a line that received much notice and many comments, a line many thought MacArthur had created. In
fact, it was a line MacArthur was quoting from “Youth.”
He told the audience that he was still young at seventy
five, because he believed that “youth is not entirely a time
of life; it is a state of mind.” MacArthur quoted from that
poem frequently, and the poem was reprinted often in
major magazines and newspapers.

Matsunaga Yasuzaemon (right), former Japan Electric Association president,
pictured with diplomat Katsuyi Debuchi (left)

In March 1955, reporter George E. Sokolsky, repeated in
the Journal American, a New York City newspaper, what
Reader’s Digest had written ten years earlier, that Samuel
Ullman was the author of the poem. Senator Edward
(Ted) Kennedy quoted from “Youth” in his eulogy at the funeral of his slain brother Robert in June 1968, and Robert
Kennedy, too, also quoted from the poem in a speech he
gave in South Africa.
The poem was considerably more popular in Japan than in
the United States, despite MacArthur, Sokolsky, Kennedy
and the fact that the poem appeared in the newspaper
advice columns “Dear Abby” and “Ann Landers.” In 1965 Miyazawa Jiro read the poem while creating a joint venture,

Samuel Ullman, So Long Are You Young
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the Toppan Moore Company, a major printing firm, and he
personally distributed more than 10,000 copies. In 1985,
the Youth Association was formed in Tokyo, an organization of more than one hundred fifty corporate executives
and eighteen hundred individuals from all walks of life who
were devoted to applying the tenets of the poem to their
own lives and passing the poem’s message on to others.

made to publish all of Ullman’s poetry in Japanese, with
all profits from the book going to a scholarship in Ullman’s
name at the University of Alabama, Birmingham.
In 1992, Awakura Kenji, a Japanese business executive
working in Alabama, visited Birmingham and expressed
a desire to visit the Ullman residence where “Youth” was
written. He saw that the house had fallen into disrepair,
but he had a vision of what the house could be if it were
restored as a museum. The Japan-American Society of Alabama provided major funding to make Awakura’s dream
come true, and the museum, which still exists and is operated by the University of Alabama in Birmingham, opened
in March 1994. On the walls visitors can see a map delineating Ullman’s journey from Germany, to France, to Mississippi, and finally to Alabama. Visitors, who are mostly
Japanese, also see photographs of Ullman’s wife Emma,
their children and their grandchildren.

I was unfamiliar with Samuel Ullman until the 1970s. I
was living in Japan and attended a function in a hotel
in Tokyo when Matsushita Kounosuke, head of the Panasonic company, approached me, perhaps because my yarmulke (skull cap) and long-beard signaled to him that I
was Jewish and reminded him that another Jewish man
had influenced his life significantly. Panasonic published
a company magazine titled PHP, and Matsushita asked me
to write an inspirational article which I did. Years later, in
1987 when he was ninety two, Matsushita told the story
that when he was seventy he felt he was too old to pursue a major expansion of his company, fearing that the
venture might be overly demanding on his fading physical
and mental abilities. Then he found a copy of “Youth,” and
Samuel Ullman’s words gave him the fortitude, courage,
enthusiasm and energy to continue building Panasonic
into a giant, successful electronics corporation. He handwrote a copy of the poem in beautiful calligraphy, made
twenty thousand copies and sent them to his friends, associates and business colleagues around the world.

“Youth,” the poem that created such a stir among the Japanese and then the Americans, begins as follows:
“Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of mind. It is not
a matter of rosy cheeks, red lips and supple knees; it is
a matter of the will, a quality of the imagination, a vigor
of the emotions; it is the freshness of the deep springs
of life.”
The poem goes on:

One of the recipients was the founder of the well-known
trading company, C. Itoh and Company, who sent it to
his son Itoh Kyoichi , and they both cited the poem in
speeches they gave at social and business functions.
Uno Osamu, chairman of Toyo Boseiki, a textile company,
quoted from the poem for his two articles in the Nihon Keisai Shimbun (Japan Economic Journal). One of the readers was Sakuyama Munehisa, who in 1983 visited Birmingham, Alabama, met one of Ullman’s grandsons, visited the
Ullman house and wrote a book about Samuel Ullman
and the poem “Youth.” In 1987, in Tokyo, one of Ullmans’
grandsons, Jonas Rosenfield, president of the American
Film Marketing Association met with Ishida Tatsuro, chairman of Fuji Television. They discussed ways to discourage piracy of taped material, and during the conversation
Rosenfeld mentioned that he hoped to find someone familiar with his grandfather’s poem “Youth.” Time stood
still, as Ishida processed what he had just heard. He then
pulled from his pocket a rumpled copy of the poem which
he carried with him at all times.

“Nobody grows old merely by the number of years. We
grow old by deserting our ideals.”
And it ends with these words:
“When the aeriels are down, and your spirit is covered
with snows of cynicism and the ice of pessimism, then
you are grown old, even at twenty, but as long as your
aerials are up, to catch waves of optimism, there is hope
you may die young at eighty.”
Inspiring words as we begin a new year…Shana Tova.

“Youth is not a time of life;
it is a state of mind...”

In September 1987, three hundred prominent Japanese executives hosted a party for Ullman’s two grandsons, and
the grandson of Matsushita of Panasonic read a message
from his ailing grandfather. A song based on the poem
was performed that night and the entire party was videotaped and shown on television; a documentary film also
was made about Ullman. In addition, the decision was
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like I had somebody in the Knesset who was responsible
for Beit Shemesh who I could turn to for help. It is all
national and that is the biggest difference. A lot of people
in Israel want this to change. The people want to have
their congressmen, so to speak. I think that with time it
is going to change and part of the Knesset will become
regional representation.

Rabbi Dov Lipman:
An American in the Knesset
Interview by Alexander Rein

Alexander: Do you think that would be better?
Rabbi Lipman: Yes. The idea I worked on while I was in
the Knesset was to have half the Knesset regional and
half national. Not two houses the way it is in America. I
think it is important for people to have a local representative in the Knesset. A second difference is the lack of
separation of powers in Israel. Here you have a legislative
branch and an executive branch that are separate from
one another. In Israel it is a parliamentary system where
it is all mixed together. There are positives and negatives,
but that is a major difference between the two.
Rabbi Dov Lipman was a Member of the Knesset for the
Yesh Atid party between 2013 and 2015. Rabbi Lipman was
born and raised in Silver Spring, Maryland, and obtained
semicha from Neir Israel Rabbinical College in Baltimore,
as well as a Master’s degree in education from Johns
Hopkins University. Rabbi Lipman made aliyah in 2004
and was required to give up his U.S. citizenship upon taking his Knesset seat. As part of the Shabbat Lunch and
Guest Speaker series at Great Neck Synagogue, Rabbi Dov
Lipman was invited to our shul for Yom Haatzmaut Shabbat, April 24-25, 2015.

Alexander: You have been known for advocating increased engagement between the Haredi community
and the secular community. Could you tell me a little
more about that?
Rabbi Lipman: When I got involved in Beit Shemesh and
I started looking into the problems I realized that a big
source of the problem was the Haredi community’s isolation. Being removed completely from society seemed to
breed a lot of the extremism that we saw in Beit Shemesh. Our biggest focus in getting the Haredi community
involved in society was employment. That was the biggest issue - helping get the Haredi community involved in
the workforce. That solves the problem of the poverty in
the Haredi community, but also helps bring them to be a
part of society.

H

Alexander: How did you get involved in Israeli politics?
Rabbi Lipman: It’s a long story, but I’ll make it shorter. We
moved to Israel 11 years ago, and I had no interest in politics. I had no aspirations to get involved in politics. I was
in education. I was a Rebbe in the Yeshivas and seminaries
for Americans in Israel. Then there started to be issues in
Beit Shemesh, the city where I lived, between the ultraOrthodox community and the secular community. The tensions were pretty bad and I couldn’t handle the fact that
this was happening in my city. So, little by little, I started
becoming active in trying to resolve the problems, mediate between the groups, and little by little that pulled me
into political activity on the local level. At a certain point,
I realized that to really solve the problems it has to be on
a national level. So I started getting involved in politics
nationally, which ultimately led me towards the Knesset.

Rabbi Lipman: “When I got involved in
Beit Shemesh and I started looking into
the problems I realized that a big source
of the problem was the
Haredi community’s isolation.”

Alexander: What are the main ways that Israeli politics
differs from American politics?

When I entered the Knesset, I became the head of the
Knesset taskforce to help Haredim get to work. We set
up projects throughout the country and we worked with
CEOs and made an effort to get them to hire Haredim. We
had money, both from the government and the private
sector, to help train Haredim to get to work, to get a pro-

Rabbi Lipman: The biggest difference is that in Israel you
don’t have your representative in the Knesset. For example, when we had the problem in Beit Shemesh, it wasn’t
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fession and we saw unbelievable results. If you come to
the Haredi community and you say, “We’re here to get you
involved in society” it’s not going to work. But if you say,
“We want to help you get a job to help support your family,” that does work. We saw thousands and thousands of
guys who made the decision to leave Kollel and to support their families by working. When that happened, not
only did they start earning a living, but there was a place
for the Haredim and the secular community to meet each
other. The Haredim started to respect the secular more
and the secular started to respect the Haredim more. If
I look back at the things that we did and I try to analyze
what was successful, that was probably the most successful thing that we did.

son is graduating high school this year and he is going
to combine the two together. I believe, though, that we
should put less emphasis on this with the Haredi community. The army for them, unfortunately from my perspective, is viewed as some kind of an ideological threat
to their community. Their reaction to it is very negative
and they close themselves up even more. So that’s why
putting emphasis on employment and slowly easing them
into society is a smarter approach. Having said that, I
was part of writing the law that we passed in the last
Knesset to bring the Haredim into the army.
Alexander: What did the law say?
Rabbi Lipman: People brought a lawsuit against the government saying that there is a lack of equality in Israel:
why should everyone else’s children have to serve and the
Haredim don’t have to serve? The Supreme Court required
the Knesset to pass a law. The starting point when we
got into office was that the Supreme Court had demanded
the Knesset come up with some kind of law of equality.
We passed the law, which the Haredi community is upset
about, but it was unequal and very light on the Haredi
community. The law basically says that every single year
there are a certain number of Haredim who have to join
the army or national service and then at that point we let
everybody else learn.

Alexander: You have a background in education. What
are some of the things that you have done for education in the Haredi community to encourage them to go
out into the secular world and find jobs?
Rabbi Lipman: Two things. Ovadia Yosef’s daughter, Adina Bar Shalom, is a very well-known figure in Israel, and
started a Haredi college in Jerusalem with her father’s
blessing. About two weeks after I was elected into the
Knesset, she said to me, “Dov, if you do one thing while
you are in the Knesset find a way to get them math and
English all the way through. Everything else you can put
aside. Math and English will give them the keys they will
need to be able to pursue higher education at some point
if they want to.” So we took away significant funding
from any school that did not have basic math and English. But we also promised full funding, which they never
had in the Haredi system, if they took math and English.
It worked to a large degree. We started this past year
with over 50 mainstream Haredi schools that for the first
time in their history took Education Ministry programs for
math and English. It went very well, it was very successful, and for the next year many schools wanted to join.
That was part one. Just through funding issues, almost
forcing them to have basic math and English.

Alexander: How do you determine who is Haredi? Isn’t
there a gray area sometimes?
Rabbi Lipman: The law says it depends on whether you
went through the Haredi school system. The law required,
for the first year, 2,000 in the army and 1,500 in national
service. That is out of a pool of 55,000 guys. It is a very
small number, but each year the number grows. The idea
was that there has to be a process. Yair Lapid, the head
of our party, said we can’t try to change overnight a way
of life which the secular community has allowed for decades to happen. You have to put on a lens which sees
this through the Haredi community’s perspective. If you
came right now and demanded that everybody served at
18 there would be a civil war and we didn’t want that to
happen. What we did was pass a law that we felt was
very favorable towards the Haredi community, while also
providing for equality. That law is somewhat at risk right
now as we see the new government forming. The Haredi
parties want the law changed and we believe that if they
do so it will be toppled by the Supreme Court and we
would be back to having no law whatsoever. We are hoping that it doesn’t change.

The other thing that I’ve done is a massive campaign to
quote all the sources in our tradition throughout all the
classic texts about the value of work and the value of being a part of society. It starts from the Torah itself, all the
way through the Mishnah, and the Gemara. We repeat it
over and over again so that we can get rid of this ideology,
which is not authentic in terms of where we come from,
about not having any kind of worldly knowledge and not
working. So those two together they work pretty well.
Alexander: As you know, this past week Rabbi Aharon
Lichtenstein sadly passed away. He wanted people
to be in the Yeshivas and also to serve in the army.
How do you feel about that and about people opting to
learn instead of going to the army, especially among
the Haredi community?

Alexander: Demographic trends suggest that the Orthodox, especially the Haredi, will become a larger
proportion of Israeli society. How do you see this trend
affecting politics in Israel?

Rabbi Lipman: I support very strongly, not only his ideology, but also the idea of combining the two together. My

Rabbi Lipman: It is interesting that, even though the
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Haredi community is growing at a pace which is way beyond the rest of Israel in terms of their birth rate, you
don’t see Haredi political power growing. In fact, we just
saw it go down in these last elections. Many Haredim do
not want the Haredi parties to be their representatives
and they are voting for other parties.

the numbers, a few million people who live within our borders who don’t have full democratic rights. Obviously it
is complex and complicated. I don’t know if they want
to be citizens of Israel and I’m not calling for them to be
citizens of Israel. I wouldn’t want them to be citizens of
Israel and have 2 million Arabs now become part of Israel.
We have made offers to try to resolve the conflict which
have been rebuffed. I think that we have to do a better
job of explaining the issue, of showing our sincerity to
resolve the issue. I think if we do that with a real Hasbara
strategy, really explaining what Israel’s perspective is on
all of this, I think we can resolve a lot of the problems.

Alexander: Why is that?
Rabbi Lipman: Because the Haredi party mentality is try
to get as much government funding as possible to keep
them isolated from the rest of society, but young people
look at the world and they want to have opportunity. As
long as they are presented, not with a hatred towards
religion or a hatred towards Haredim, but presented with
opportunity and if you say to them that you can still be
Haredi and live your lifestyle of religious observance, but
also work and get an education, that is what people want.
As much as sometimes in Israel you hear about the fear of
what will happen if the Haredi percentage in the population grows, you don’t see these things happening in reality. So I think we have to keep up what we are doing,
which is getting them to go to work, getting an education, and not come from a perspective of hate or trying to
get them to be less religious, and ultimately they won’t
have any kind of strong political power.

One of the strategies that I was involved with in the Knesset and will still be involved with afterwards is reaching out to Christian populations around the world. The
Christian population is one which sees the deeper issues
of our connection to Israel and they can see this conflict
better. That’s going to help us in the U.N. For example, we
have countries in South America and Africa where there
are very strong Christian populations that can influence
their leaders. That is a strategy, where we reach out to
these countries and try to win them over in this battle.
During the war last summer we did a very good job, in
terms of the leadership around the world, in explaining
our position on Gaza. On the street we lost it, on the
social media we lost it, because all people had to see
was one or two bad pictures, but if we take a serious approach to Hasbara especially on a leadership level, I think
we can do a much better job than we are doing right now.

Alexander: In the run up to the most recent election,
Prime Minister Netanyahu was criticized by some for
calling on the Jews of France to make aliyah. Would
you have taken the same approach?

Alexander: Do you think a lot of criticism of Israel is
rooted in anti-Semitism?

Rabbi Lipman: I’m very much in favor of calling for aliyah,
but not because things are so bad in your county therefore make aliyah. We have a relationship between Israel
and countries around the world that is very sensitive. I
was involved in a lot of diplomacy over the last two years
in the Knesset and every word you say can impact those
relationships. I don’t think it was the right thing to go to
France on the heels of the very terrible things that happened there and say make aliyah. I think in general we
have to have a call for more aliyah, and there should be a
more developed strategy in terms of how to do that, but
definitely not to come into other countries and to make
the call in that kind of a way.

Rabbi Lipman: There is no doubt that a lot of it is. Otherwise it is hard to explain. I have been involved in meetings where we laid out all the facts and presented everything, but there still was an agenda against us. I do think
it is anti-Semitism masked as being anti-Israel.
We have seen horrible figures about anti-Semitism, especially in Europe. I was on the committee which dealt with
this in the Knesset and we were presented with numbers
about social media in particular, which are very scary.
There is an American issue that we have tried to fight
with the companies, let’s say Facebook or YouTube. With
any company rooted in Europe we had success. In America, the companies based here say freedom of speech and
let a lot of the hate speech go. We are working very hard
with Congress in trying to do something about that and
to explain that it is like other instances where people
claim free speech but then hurt children or other people.
We are trying to make that case here and to get companies based in America to close down all these sites that
are inciting hatred and violence towards Jews.

Alexander: As someone who has spent time in both Israel and the Diaspora, how do you explain the reasons
for the intense criticisms of Israel from all over the
world? Is there anything that Israel can do about it or
do you think it is inevitable?
Rabbi Lipman: There is definitely one level which is
driven by anti-Semitism and there is very little that we
can do about it. However, at the same time, the issue of
the Palestinians is one which does create problems for
Israel. On the one hand we are a democracy, and on the
other hand there are, depending on the arguments about

Alexander: What do you think are the top three challenges that Israel faces today?
Rabbi Lipman: There is no doubt that, on an external
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level, Iran is a terrible threat for Israel and for the world.
A country seeking nuclear weapons that wants to destroy
Israel. But I have been arguing for a while that our internal issues are even greater threats and I think twofold.
One is religion and state, in terms of trying to find the
balance between Jewish and democratic values. Young
Israelis more and more are not connected to Israel and
the reasons to be there because they have been pushed
away a little bit on the Jewish side. We must do a much
better job bringing them back, in connecting to a Judaism
which they can relate to.
Alexander: So that doesn’t necessarily have to be Orthodox Judaism?
Rabbi Lipman: Correct. We have to let people connect
to Judaism as they want to connect to it. That is one
issue and associated with that are the economic issues
that make it difficult to live in Israel, to make a living in
Israel, and to buy a home in Israel. Those are also things
which are taking away some of the fire that people have
for Israel. So if we can focus on the religion and state
and the economic issues, I believe that would make for
a stronger Israel that will help us deal with a lot of our
external issues.

Help Sponsor SCOPE,
Great Neck Synagogue’s
Magazine
by placing an AD in
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Alexander: Thank you so much.
SCOPE Youth Editor Alexander Rein is a 12th grade student at Ramaz High School. This interview took place
on Friday, April 24, 2015 at the home of Debbie and Hal
Chadow in Great Neck.

Rabbi Dov Lipman and Alexander Rein
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1. From a program director responsible for hiring decisions: Is it a bigger mitzvah to do something for a Jew
rather than a non-Jew?

A Few of My Favorite Things
From The Desk Of

2. Must we bury in Israel? She has a plot on har hazeisim
but we all live here and her children and grandchildren will
rarely be able to (afford to) visit. Related question from the
same family: If it is such a big mitzvah to live in Israel,
why don’t all the Rabbis do it?

Rabbi Daniel Coleman,
Chaplain, North Shore University Hospital

3. Can you come and say kaddish over his urn to provide
some Jewish input at the church service?
a) A while back I received a similar question from a Holocaust survivor who wanted to be cremated with his
‘brothers and sisters.’
4. My mother’s been in pain and largely home-bound for
years. She’s been on life-support since she came to the
hospital ten days ago and never wanted to live like this.
She’d also be mad that we are wasting precious hospital
resources on her instead of using them for people whose
lives could actually be saved. Can we remove the respirator on Friday or Shabbos? She’ll likely pass away later
that day and then we can schedule the funeral on Sunday
when lots of people will have the opportunity to be there.

“Freedom,” from NSUH bikkur cholim room

C

5. Can you find a mekubal (Kabbalist) for me? I heard they
do miracles and I really need one.

Community members often ask me 2 questions:
A. What can I do to help?
Apart from funds to help keep our Shabbat gift program
alive (with the help of supporters - and God – a few months
from now we hope to be able to deliver the 18,000th gift),
we are also looking for your creative input to be able to
include a crowd-sourced piece of art with each holiday
gift. This enables patients to connect with a major theme
of each chag. For example, before Pesach we erected a
poster in our bikkur cholim room (see picture) and invited submissions on the theme of Freedom. The collated
responses can be seen at bit.ly/Freedom_in4words and
were included with our Pesach gifts.

6. She signed an organ donor card and is now a candidate, but my family is worried that since most Jews don’t
know that donating organs is frequently permitted there
will be a lot of shame and stigma associated with her and
our family. Would it be an aveirah to overrule her wishes,
knowing that we would then be preventing her organs
from saving other people’s lives?
7. From the Hofstra-NSLIJ medical school: Can you give the
invocation at this year’s anatomical gift memorial event?
(an annual event honoring the cadavers used during anatomy classes)

Please respond to (and share) our Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur themes: bit.ly/Change_exactly6words and bit.ly/
unforgiving10words - and please let me know if you are a
graphic designer that can help us attractively collate the
responses.

8. Can my non-Jewish family members say hespeidim (eulogies) for the niftar (deceased) on Rosh Chodesh? (a festive day when Jews don’t engage in lengthy eulogies)?
9. The medical examiner has requested to see the body. I
know we have to comply and can decline an autopsy, but
my mother really wants one. She feels this was all so sudden, and perhaps an autopsy will help her make sense of
it. She’s the decision-maker. What should we do?

B. What do you do?
I created a three minute video that explores this question: bit.ly/What_is_a_Chaplain, but since I can not show it
here, I will present questions that I was asked in a recent
two week period. While compassionately responding to
questions (and the questions and emotions behind the
questions) is just one of the many facets of my job, I hope
it provides a flavor of the diverse situations in which a
chaplaincy consult may be requested.

10. From an RN: I am on night shift. What do I do about
mikvah each month?
Of course, the biggest question that I am regularly asked
(though sometimes remains concealed just below the sur-
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face of my consult with a patient or staff member) is a
variant on “where is God?” or “why me?” I often remind
the questioner that questions are sacred and that they
are not alone in challenging God’s fairness; people questioned God long before Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof. The
greatest of our Patriarchs and leaders e.g. Avraham and
Moshe were unafraid to challenge God. In fact our very
essence is reaffirmed through questioning: the word “Yisrael” was awarded to Yaakov because “sarisa im Elokim”
– “you struggled with God.”
The prelude to Shofar-blowing reminds us that we are
about to cry out “Min Hametzar” from the depths of our
souls and situations. We say to Hashem, it is insufficient
that you are simply a “Shomeah tefillah,” we expect more
than passive listening to our prayers – we demand “Aneini”- Answer us!
May we blessed with the courage to question, and may
our prayers, hopes and dreams be answered this year.
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AIPAC Policy Conference
By Sharon Goldwyn

O

On March 1-3, 2015 the AIPAC Policy Conference was held in
Washington, D.C. What an amazing experience to have 16,000
people all gathered in one venue to support Israel! The AIPAC
Policy Conference morning and evening sessions are held
in a huge room that features a 360 degree video screen so
that no matter where you are seated you can see and hear
everything. This year the AIPAC Conference featured many
congressman, senators and Prime Minister Netanyahu who
spoke about Iran and why the deal in discussion is not good
for Israel. In addition to the major presentations there are
many smaller sessions in the conference center so each attendee can make their own schedules and choose to hear
about their interests - whether they be technology, politics,
history of Israel, world issues etc…Every individual session
has high level expert speakers with the latest information
in each field.
The 2016 AIPAC Policy Conference will take place March 20-22.
Register and come! It is an experience you will always remember!

Great Neck Synagogue members in attendance at AIPAC Policy Conference, 2015.
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and, perhaps, meeting and dancing with local Asian girls
at a U.S. recreation center. We then received orders to
spruce up (clean) our sleeping quarters and arrange our
gear, clothing and possessions as there may be further
orders. We went to sleep after 1:00 a.m., exhausted yet
filled with great expectations as to our first day on the
mysterious continent of Asia.

The Third Day of Creation,
Gathering of the Waters
By Charles Stein

At about 3:00 a.m., in the bowels of the ship, sleeping on
canvas, attached to metal poles, over one hundred sailors (six sailors stacked) one above the other, there was a
great commotion. Eighteen of us from the Army transport
were awakened by a flashlight in our eyes to the shrill cry
“ARISE AND SHINE, wake up, get dressed, take all your belongings, you are being transferred to the USS Bordelon.
Make it quick, double time.”

On the third day of creation, God said let the water
beneath the heavens be gathered into one area
and let the Earth appear and it was so

I

I joined the U.S. Navy before the end of World War II (in
1945) and served in the United States prior to receiving
orders to board an Army transport in San Francisco for
duty in the South Pacific.

Motorized boats brought us staggering to the Bordelon
where we were greeted by Lieutenant Klein and the Bosun, Crowe, a gnarled life time petty officer (in charge of
the deck crew) with his badge of authority, the whistle,
Crowe led us somehow to our new below deck bunks. His
tough appearance always ended with a smile.

The Navy seemed right for me. I was born on Absecon
Island, known to many as Atlantic City, New Jersey. As
a child I was fascinated by the ocean in all its forms and
colors, its angry waves roaring into the surf during winter storms with seawater often filling the street near my
home.

The next morning, while working on the deck of the Bordelon, we watched silently as our former ship, the Army
transport, slowly steamed out of the harbor with a full
cargo of U.S. servicemen returning to the U.S. for discharge and home!

During the summer months, the Atlantic Ocean was quiet
and its color ranged from turquoise in the morning to
sparkling diamonds reflecting the bright sun in late morning to gray blue in the afternoon. The summer months
were filled with swimming and fishing in the bays behind
Absecon Island and in later years I sold ice cream on the
beaches to support my college expenses.

Crowe spent several hours showing the eighteen new
crew members of the Bordelon the layout of the ship and
their work stations. I met Lieutenant Klein and Jason
Smith, a young sailor from Kentucky, who worked as a funeral director in peace time. The older sailors joked about
Jason, warning the new sailors not to do guard duty at
night with Jason as “he would place you in a box.” I met
four other crewmen who were of my religious persuasion,
not enough for a minyan even with Lt. Klein, however, I
felt more at home.

Remembered all of the above as the Army transport
dropped anchor in the calm light blue waters offshore
from the island of Taiwan, several hundred miles from
the Chinese coast and south of the great Chinese city of
Shanghai. Anchored nearby was the trim American warship, the USS Bordelon, a destroyer, DD 881, named for a
heroic sailor who died in action. The passage across the
wide Pacific (Pacifico in Spanish meaning peaceful) had
been uneventful.

At 12:00 p.m. Lieutenant Klein’s no nonsense voice was
heard by the entire crew over the loud speaker: “ATTENTION, ATTENTION, all hands, the captain will now address
you.” The Bosun’s whistle then blasted three times. “This
is your captain speaking, we shall be departing from Taiwan at exactly 1:00 p.m. ship’s time. All ship divisions shall
report to their work stations at 1: 30 p.m. Our destination Shanghai, China. There are reports from Pearl Harbor that
a storm emanating from the Aleutian Islands is headed
in the direction of our course. However, further confirmation is lacking. The various bridge watches, electronic
specialists and the entire crew shall be vigilant concerning the storm.”

There was a great sense of excitement among the younger sailors, looking forward to their first glimpse of Asia

At 2:30 p.m. dark clouds appeared on the westerly horizon
and the calm sea now had white caps. The captain on
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the bridge with his staff officers received a wireless communication from Pearl Harbor that the storm had gained
momentum and that six U.S. warships in the mid-Pacific
heading west were at risk from turbulent waves and high
winds. Due to an electrical malfunction the phones from
the bridge to the ship’s engineers and other work stations were not working. Jason and I and several other
sailors were directed to bring messages from the bridge
to the stations and vice versa.

Our prayers were made in a loud, crying out like voice
as the noise of the wind, waves, the sloshing and cascading waters, and the creaking Bordelon which sounded
like she was breaking up, all but drowned out our first
prayers.
The winds eventually died down, the monster waves disappeared, and the Bordelon after superficial repairs continued her journey towards Shanghai. Our first sight on
the winding Yangstee River was a large ESSO gasoline
tank and the proud stars and stripes flying overhead. We
cheered and saluted the American flag of liberty.

By 4:00 p.m. the sky had darkened and huge waves rose up
to the bridge as the ship changed course to a north easterly direction. After each wave passed over the bridge,
the ship listed about forty degrees to each side. Jason
and I were frightened as we attempted to deliver messages, trying to hold on to railings and ropes as we slid
over the water spilling over the decks. It was awesome,
the black sky, huge waves, the screeching wind and the
creaking noise of the Bordelon, rising high on top of the
waves and falling low in the water after the wave passed
on. My heart sank to my feet as I observed, looking out
of the bridge window, a monster wave rising high OVER
the bridge and then the Bordelon falling deeply into the
sea and yet somehow arising once again after each wave.

Apparently our prayers were heard by Hashem and like
Noah and his family and like Jonah, we and our shipmates
lived on and were spared by the grace of the God of Israel
and the endurance and grit of the USS Bordelon.

EPILOGUE
In Shanghai, my Jewish shipmates and I visited the yeshivah where we met young Jewish students from Poland and Russia, saved from the Holocaust by escaping
to Russia and eventually to Shanghai. There they were
permitted to reside and study by the Japanese occupiers
before moving on to Israel. Baruch Hashem!

The captain, a husky sixty year old man with a pink face,
a short beard and thirty years of navy experience, looked
at Jason and I, overwhelmed with fear, as if for the first
time, “Okay you guys get out of here, go down below with
the Bosun and have him send up two replacements and
stay below!
We carefully walked down three sets of stairs, sliding
and losing our balance several times before reaching the
lower deck where our bunks were located. There were
about sixty crew members trying to hold on to the metal
bunk poles, others sliding all over the floor in their own
vomit and two feet of sea water sloshing about. We barely
were able to avoid vomiting as we decided to go back to a
higher deck outside with at least clean air.
We found the upper deck and observed a metal stanchion or pole with a long rope used to tie up metal tools
and boxes needed on deck to unload materials and load
ammunition. Somehow we managed to tie ourselves to
the stanchion and each other while seated on the deck,
back to back. Jason slid about fifty feet away from the
stanchion on his rear, but I managed to pull him back.
The monster waves continued, water flowed at least
one foot or more over the deck, we were totally wet, but
tied together and to the Bordelon. It took us over twenty
minutes to accomplish the above, but it worked and instinctively we started to pray according to our respective
faiths, he to his Jesus, reciting Gospels and I to the God
of Israel, starting with Shema Yisroel and then the Shabbat and Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur melodies I remember
until today, learned from singing in the choir of the Rodef
Sholom Synagogue in Atlantic City.

A happy, healthy and meaningful New Year to the Rabbis,
staff and members of the Great Neck Synagogue, their families and all who contributed to SCOPE magazine.
Jeannie and Charles
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the worst in the city – was more like a prison camp than
school, with all manner of violent and deviant behavior. It
would not be until 1973, long after anyone we had known
was long gone from the area that, with meager resources,
we finally made our way the Queens.

Excerpt from an Article
By Jeffrey S. Wiesenfeld

In Rego Park and Forest Hills, my world opened up a bit. I
completed my high school years at the prestigious Bronx
High School of Science, commuting with three subway
trains from Queens to the South Bronx, and that school
had literally saved my life in our last year in East Tremont,
and anyway, I had worked so hard to get in there.

From God, Faith & Identity from the Ashes:
Reflections of Children and Grandchildren of
Holocaust Survivers (published by Jewish Lights Publishing)

P

Perhaps the stories were related to me too soon. I was
about eight years old and as I would inquire of my Romanian mother and Polish father as to the paucity of our
extended family, over-protectiveness and relatively poor
conditions under which we lived in the South Bronx in
the early and mid-1960’s, they would relate to me strange
stories thoroughly incompatible with the lives of my
peers. Barracks, extreme cold, starvation, forced marches through icy mud, enforced traipsing over half-dead
humans still breathing, shootings, beheadings, hard labor, selections, “appels”, rock-hard bread, wormed potato
peels, slime-water soup . . .

So why would the years following Queens College of the
City University of New York lead me to the FBI Academy,
five years in the FBI, along with 15 additional years of government service in the Koch, D’Amato and Pataki administrations, as well as numerous other government assignments, and public and non-profit boards? Why, only after
20 years in government would I go on to make a living as
a wealth manager?
In the first place, the breakdown of the rule of law during
my parents’ generation and the lawlessness under which
I resided, made me something of a conservative law-andorder type. While I had no doubt that even in the generally just American system that innocent people could
go to jail, I concluded that more could be spared and the
public weal could be better served than by the liberal laxity that I felt largely responsible for my miserable youth in
a crime-laden area.

From where did I come? From whom do they emerge?
What kind of people are their families and fellow Jews
that they merited this degradation, torture or murder? I
had, after all, already enjoyed the various festive holidays
in our local shul – a block off Burnside Avenue – where I
most recently had just marched up and down the shul
aisles with the boys and girls as we held aloft our colorful, heraldic flags topped with candied apples for Simchas
Torah. Nonetheless, the joy and camaraderie of the shul
must have been a mask for the kind of bad people from
whom I emerged. Why else would the people of Europe
have joined our German tormentors in trying to finish us
off with such sadism and glee?

Jewish powerlessness through the ages strengthened
my conviction that Jewish involvement in government
was essential and my idols became Zev Jabotinsky, Ben
Hecht and the Bergson group; the heros of the Six-Day
War; Yonaton Netanyahu, Menachem Begun, and Meir Kahane. In short, I idolized strong Jews and was shamed by
weak, apologetic Jews.

As the years went by, I would come to divide both American Jews and Holocaust survivors, each into two groups
with a total of four categories:

While I certainly believed then and continue to believe today that the Jewish people should be exemplars for the
world, and perform positive deeds for their brethren and
others, I have been astonished by the development of a
philosophy that has come to work against Jewish interests and the State of Israel. Let us be clear: I believe
that the demise of Israel would be the end of the Jewish
people, period.

There were what I came to call the “Mayflower Jews” –
those who were in America prior to the Holocaust and
their descendants; the Holocaust survivors and their descendants; the Holocaust survivors who overcame their
trauma and became wealthy and successful; and finally,
those Holocaust survivors and their descedants (where
my brother and I fit in) who never overcame the trauma
and remain mired in near-poverty.

Referencing the Mayflower Jews I cited earlier, we note
that they arrived in the era of pogrom-laden Eastern Europe. Many came to believe that the rise of socialism,
communism and other leftist movements would be their
salvation. This translated into a leftist philosophy that
many of them held as new Americans. The Holocaust survivors, who came much later, saw that these movements
were no more protective of them than National Socialism (as did the Russian Jews with Communism), many of

As our section in the Bronx became depleted of most Caucasians, let alone Jews, my brother and I became mired in
a world of cultural isolation; a ghetto, if you will. Hoodlooms and muggers made it unsafe to get to and from
public school, let alone play in the streets. The junior high
school itself, Joseph H. Wade, which by 1969 was one of
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whose ranks mocked the “naiveté” of the Mayflower Jews.
On top of this ideological mess, some American Jewish
religious movements, eager to replenish declining memberships, would constantly rejigger their formula to expand egalitarianism and add all variety of options to the
“tikkun olam” menu. This brief phrase in the Aleinu prayer
generally recited three times daily, refers simply to the
promotion of God’s sovereignty through the elimination
of idolatry.
I believe that the limitless expansion of any faux tikkun
olam philosophy, promoted over the last two generations,
to include all manner of causes, many of them valid, but
having nothing to do with the Aleinu’s injunction; including social justice, gay rights, abortion rights, Palestinian
rights, whale rights, Aboriginal rights, boycott/divestment/sanction rights, anti-Judea-Samaria rights, and all
manner of make-it-up-as-you-go – has resulted in historic
communal division and possible irreparable harm to Jewish communal unity. There is also much hypocrisy virtually every step of the way. For instance, we note those who
so vilified Rabbi Kahane in life use his trademark phrase,
“Never Again” to raise their biggest dollars.
What the privilege of the survivors’ life after the Holocaust
and that of their descendants means to me is something
at least as important as Israel’s security and Jewish continuity. That is, I believe we, as a Jewish nation must
commence a national debate and nurture a movement to
bring Jews back to an authenticity of basic principals necessary for Jewish survival. I don’t necessarily mean from
a religiously ritualistic perspective, although that is fine
for those who desire it. We must oppose the idea of Jews
utilizing expansive precepts constructed out of whole
cloth, to permit and authorize themselves to partner
with enemies of the Jewish people and the State of Israel
and boycotters and deligitimizers, as well as all manner
of partners with no intention of reciprocity. Still worse,
many of these partners exhibit every desire to make Jews
the first victims of their ill designs should they ultimately
get their chance.
Many will see harshness in this view; a darkened view of
the world in which human nature has in fact been harsh
on the Jews. I wish it were easy to see the future more
positively. It is said that the bottom must be touched before one’s fortunes rise.

Let the Holocaust be the last of all bottoms for
the Jewish people.
Jeffrey Wiesenfeld is a Principal at Bernstein Global Wealth Management. He has served on numerous public and non-profit boards
throughout his adult career. His transition to Bernstein followed 20
years of government service including positions as a senior aide to
Governor George Pataki, Senator Alfonse D’Amato and Mayor Ed Koch.
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The Lost Flogging
By Stanley H. Fischer

W

While traveling through southern France, we happened
upon the ancient synagogue at Cavaillon in Provence. In
1394 the Jews were expelled from Royal France, but the
region of Provence was ruled by the Pope who gave sanctuary to the fleeing Jews subject to certain restrictions
including the requirement of wearing yellow hats, residence only on one street and subjecting them to curfews.

Photo 1

The first synagogue at Cavaillon was built in the 15th
century but the present building dates from 1774. In the
basement is a small museum. In the synagogue we saw a
paddle composed of leather and wood. Photo 1. A paddle,
for what use? Although the Jewish community is long
gone, the caretaker indicated that it was used on the day
before Yom Kippur to flog the members.

Photo 2

The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch states that:
“Following the Mincha prayer on Erev Yom Kippur it is
customary to “receive lashes.” Although these are not the
actual Torah punishment of lashes, nevertheless, by performing this custom one takes to heart the need to repent
from his sins.”

Photo 3

Photo 4

Photo 2 is an engraving of 1724 which shows Kohanim,
Kapores and the flogging.
Although there are aspects of the ceremony that are similar to the punishment of 39 lashes which were meted out
by a Rabbinic court for certain transgressions, the lashes
administered Erev Yom Kippur are to be administered
with a light touch. Mishnah Berurah 607.20.
One should use a strap made from the skin of a calf even
if it is not a tefach wide (between 3.2 and 3.8 inches). See
photo 3 for a picture of such a strap. Photo 4 is another
form of whip that was used for lashes. Today, those that
still follow this practice generally use a belt.
The one who is receiving the lashes should be bent forward and kneeling with his face facing the north and his
back facing the south. Photo 5.
It is customary to recite the Vidui (confession) from Oshamnu (I have sinned) until Teatane (You have let me go
astray) three times. Mishnah Brurah 607:19.
The one administering the flogging should recite the
verse V’hu rachum, “May the merciful one who expiates
iniquity and does not destroy who frequently subdues
his wrath and does not arouse his anger” three times because the thirteen words in the verse in Hebrew repeated

Photo 5
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three times equals thirty nine words which correspond to
the thirty nine lashes. See photo 6 for another example of
the ceremony.
In my interview with knowledgeable individuals I learned
that certain Chassidic groups and some Sephardim still
follow this minhag today. In so doing, rather than lashes,
there is a tap on the shoulder with particular emphasis
not to inflict pain.
The Be’er Heitev notes that the Arizal would only lash four
times.
However, most congregations do not follow this practice
anymore. Nitey Gavriel (Yom Kippur Perek 20, sif 19) writes
that many have the custom not to whip citing as a source
Kaf HaChaim who claims that Erev Yom Kippur is considered a Yom Tov and we do not give lashes on a Yom Tov.
The Nitey Gavriel notes that the absence of flogging is the
custom in Zitshov, Chernobyl, Gur and Ammshinov.
Others indicate that flogging Erev Yom Kippur is only a
minhag, (it is recorded in the Tur as Minhag Ashkenaz)
not halacha and was only practiced at certain times in
certain places as minhag while in other places and times
the minhag was not to flog.

Photo 6
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Elio Toaff and
the Revival of the Italian
Jewish Community
By Carol Buckmann

T

This past April, the Jewish world was saddened to learn of
the death of Elio Toaff, who served as Chief Rabbi of Rome
for 51 years. Rabbi Toaff’s death was marked by eulogies
from major Jewish organizations as well as a prominent
obituary in the New York Times. Ronald Laude of the World
Jewish Congress called him “the shining light of Italian
Jewry” and to Rabbi David Rosen of the American Jewish
Committee, he was “a religious leader of great moral stature, a pioneer of interreligious dialogue, deeply rooted in
traditional orthodoxy, with an enlightened universal vision
of the world.” Rabbi Toaff is perhaps best known for his
warm relationship with Pope John Paul II and that Pope’s
historic visit to the Great Synagogue of Rome. However,
his greatest accomplishment was to bring about almost
single-handedly the rebirth of a strong Italian Jewish
community after the devastation of World War II.

addition to his own family’s experience, Rabbi Toaffs familiar with the courageous actions of many individual Italians,
including nuns and priests, who risked their lives sheltering Italian Jews. Regardless of one’s views of the actions
taken by the Papacy during World War II, these individuals’
actions stand on their own and helped to pave the way for
Rabbi Toaff’s later role as a prime mover in favor of dialogue and forging ties with the Pope and Italian Catholics.
The Post-War Years.
Rabbi Toaff served as Chief Rabbi of Venice in 1947 and became Chief Rabbi of Rome in 1951. At that time, the Jewish
community seemed to be quietly fading away. Synagogue
services were sparsely attended by aging congregants,
and holidays were observed quietly. However, the Roman community began organizing itself and acquiring a
newer and stronger identity in response to a series of
anti-Semitic acts.

Early Life.
Rabbi Toaff was born in Livorno, Italy to a distinguished
rabbinical family. By age 26, he was a leader of the Jewish community of Ancona on the Adriatic Sea. Anti-Semitism was never as vigorous in Italy as in Germany. In
fact, before World War I, Italy had not one but two Jewish Prime Ministers, Allassandro Fortis and Luigi Luzzatti.
The Jewish community considered itself a vital part of the
Italian community. Nevertheless, Mussolini passed laws
that were technically stricter than Germany’s.

Forging a Stronger Identity.
The most significant event in the rebirth of a strong
Italian Jewish community was a Palestinian attack on
Rome’s Great Synagogue in 1982 after months of incitement against Israel by the Italian media and politicians.
This attack resulted in the death of a toddler and injured
37 worshippers. While some would have urged the Jews
to simply keep a low profile and beef up security after
that, that was not Rabbi Toaff’s style. His response was
to lead a silent March throughout Rome in protest. Rabbi
Toaff also fostered public observance and Jewish pride.
Rabbi Toaff ceased serving as Chief Rabbi in 2002, but the
Italian community has continued its revival in spite of and
almost in defiance of the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe.

Heroism In World War II.
The deportation of the Jews did not begin in earnest until
1943. In September of 1943, Rabbi Toaff and his wife and
son narrowly escaped assassination in their own home
after being warned by the local Catholic priest. They were
able to flee using forged documents provided by local
Catholic families. After his narrow escape, Rabbi Toaff became a partisan and himself helped to hide Jews after the
Germans occupied northern and central Italy in 1943. In

Fostering Dialogue.
Rabbi Toaff participated in other outreach activities in addition to the famous papal visit to the Great Synagogue in
1986. For example, in 1994, he co-officiated with Pope John
Paul II and former Italian president Oscar Luigi Scalfaro at
the papal concert held in the Vatican to commemorate the
Holocaust. During this period of dialogue, the Pope spoke
warmly of Catholic relations with Jews, stating, “we have
a relationship which we do not have with any other religion. You are our dearly beloved brothers, and in a certain
way, it could be said that you are our elder brothers.”
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Rabbi Toaff was remembered in Pope John Paul II’s will.

On the Need
for Jews to “Convert”

We do not know how Rabbi Toaff would have responded
to the Pope Francis’ decision to recognize a Palestinian
state. Perhaps it would have changed his views on interfaith outreach, but it is also possible that the connections he made may one day help to mitigate that decision’s impact.

By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D.
Dedicated lovingly to my three children: Sharona, a Physical
Therapist, Ethan, a physician of Internal Medicine at Pro-Health
Care, and Liora, Deputy County Attorney for Nassau County and
Deputy Bureau Chief of Civil Litigation, and Director of the Mock
Trial Program at North Shore Hebrew Academy High School.

Lasting Legacy.
In researching this article, I came across several obituaries in the mainstream Italian press praising Rabbi Toaff
and describing him as a prominent Italian. This underscores Rabbi Toaff’s influence on the world stage and
not just in the Jewish community. Italian Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi went to the Great Synagogue after Rabbi
Toaff’s death and accompanied the President of the Jewish community, Riccardo Pacifici, to the rabbi’s home.
Renzi called him “a great Italian citizen and a symbol of
the Italian Jewish community.” According to Pacifici, Rabbi Toaff restored to the community “dignity and grandeur
we thought we had lost forever.”

I

I must confess, since this is the season for confessing,
that I have always felt uncomfortable with the story of
the Akedah…sacrifice of Isaac… which is read from the
Torah on the second day of Rosh Hashanah.
How does one deal with the story of a father who loved
God more than his own son and who was ready to offer
him willingly as a human sacrifice, a practice then very
common among the pagan nations?
It lacks a yiddishe taam… a flavor of Jewish compassion. Each year as I read it I am more perplexed. I know
that in the end it turns out well, that Abraham puts
down the sacrificial knife, Isaac is released from the
altar and a ram is offered in his place, and father and
son “holchu yachad”… walked together.

© Ari Roussimoff, Abraham Sacrificing Isaac

What is the redeeming factor of the story? Was the life
of Isaac God’s only way of testing his father’s faith?
If God is omnipotent, all-knowing, all-seeing, surely He
knew in advance how Abraham would act. What then is
the purpose of a test?
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Teachers understand that a test serves two purposes:
to the teacher, it demonstrates how well the student
has assimilated communicated information, and to the
student it shows his progress and proficiency. It points
out areas of his weakness so that he can strive to become stronger.

ment for his love and faithfulness. He demands, and
God grants him a covenant, one that is passed from
Abraham and Isaac to Jacob and his twelve sons, and
from them to you and to me. We are “mishpacha”…family. We are Abraham’s grandchildren and his reward is
our reward. His blessing is ours too.

Perhaps from this perspective we can approach the Torah
reading more clearly. Abraham believes that God has commanded him to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac on Mount
Moriah. Isaac is thirty-seven years old at this time, no longer a child but a grown and mature young man.

In Abraham’s day the Jewish people did not exist. Abraham was born a pagan in Mesopotamia, son of Terach,
an idol-maker, a worshipper of the moon god and a subject of King Nimrod. Guided by a dream and haunted by
a powerful churning in his soul, young Abraham taught
his belief in the One and Only God who ruled over heaven and earth, a God who caused the sun to shine by
day and the moon and stars by night. Because of his
unique belief he stood apart from everybody else in his
society. And he became “ha Ivri ha rishon”… the first Hebrew. It was a badge of honor and distinction. As Abraham proudly wore it, so do his descendants. Millions
have died and suffered martyrdom because they chose
to cling to Hebrew beliefs. Just as Abraham stood apart
from the nations of the earth, separated by faithfulness to his dream and ideals, so too must we. For when
we begin to abandon the old ways, the old faith, the old
teachings….when we go in search of the new and the
exotic… we become confused, frightened and lost. And
it is often hard to find the path home when one has
strayed so far and so long from it.

The scholar, Louis Ginzberg, shares details of the story
in his monumental work, “Legends of the Bible.” Abraham asks Isaac if he has any regrets, if there is anything that disturbs him about what is to happen. Isaac
replies that he is ready to die if that is the will of God
and he asks his father to bind him and slay him quickly
so that he will not suffer needlessly. But he is also
concerned about his old mother. “What will you tell her
has become of me? How will the two of you get along
in your old age without me?”
And Abraham responds that probably he and Sarah will
die shortly thereafter. He then embraces his son and
bursts into tears. And Isaac also weeps so the wood
of the altar is submerged in their mingled tears. And
all the angels wept and they questioned God’s mercy.
“Is this the reward of a man who has served Thee so
faithfully and so whole-heartedly?” It is recorded that
when God saw this touching scene He had compassion
upon Abraham and commanded the archangel Michael
to intervene and to prevent the sacrifice of Isaac. Having been restored to life, father and son bless God’s
name and offer up a gift of thanksgiving.

Everyone remembers Grimm’s fairy-tale of Hansel and
Gretel who marked the path from their home into the
deep, dark woods with crumbs of bread, only to discover that their guideposts had been eaten by the birds
of the air. Without those signs to mark their way home
they were inextricably lost in the forest of hopelessness and despair. Thank God, our guideposts are more
visible and audible.

Abraham now questions God. “Why did You make me
do this? Surely You must have known that I was prepared to sacrifice my son as You asked of me” And God
replied, “I knew it from the beginning. I knew that you
would not withhold him from me.”

The shofar…the horn of redemption…is blown to proclaim our liberation from shackles which bind us,
shackles which we have placed upon ourselves. The
sharp, piercing, warning notes of the shofar serve to
awaken us from our spiritual slumber. They serve as a
clarion call to arms. We have forgotten who we are and
the shofar’s blasts remind us. When much of the world
lived in damp caves, illiterate, savage, fire-worshippers, your ancestors and mine were singing psalms to
the glory and praise of the Most High God in His Holy
sanctuary in Jerusalem. We are sons and daughters of
kings, princes, prophets and priests.

And here follows the question of eternity, one that is
asked in every generation by every sufferer:
“Why? Why? If You knew it all the time why did You afflict me thus?” And God turned to Abraham as He turns
to each one of us who ask the same question and He
spoke these words, “It was My wish that the world
should become acquainted with thee and should know
that it is not without good reason that I have chosen
thee from all nations. Now it has been witnessed unto
all men that Abraham truly loves God.”

Like Hansel and Gretel, we too have often been forced to
wander in a wilderness of despair. But Rosh Hashanah
and the interim ten days of penitence with its bright
promise of repentance and its eternal hope for Divine
forgiveness are the beacon of our salvation. Those who
believe in the message of the Days of Awe shall nev-

But Abraham is not prepared to pack up his bundle and
return to his tent so easily. He has suffered greatly. He
has bound his beloved son, prepared to take his life,
because of his love for God, and now he exacts pay-
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These stories I shared with my congregant to make him
aware that God hears the prayers of our hearts. Even
silent prayer directed to Heaven with firm devotion are
acceptable to the Holy One, Blessed be He.

er be lost, shall never be abandoned, shall never be
doomed to desolation. Rosh Hashanah brings us hope
for a better tomorrow and reminds us that we have an
obligation to ourselves….To keep our faith in spite of everything that mitigates against it. When a man has his
faith in God and in himself, he can face the whole world
with courage and with confidence. Abraham, of whom
we read on both days of Rosh Hashanah, knew that.
We cannot know his intimate thoughts, and the Bible
records his life and events many centuries after they
happened. But it was his historic conversion which ultimately made Jews of us. And we welcome converts
into the ranks of Judaism, into the “brit Avraham”…the
covenant of Abraham.

We cannot know what Abraham prayed nor what Isaac
prayed at the moment of the Akedah. But we do know
of a certainty that God heard their prayers and He responded out of His love and mercy.
__________________________
On Rosh Hashanah all of us are converts in a sense.
All of us understand the need to abandon former and
alien ways which have proved to be false and misleading. All of us have the desire to change. The problem
that many of us have is not the WISH to change, but
the HOW. We change by being in the synagogue on
these days of our New Year. We change by WANTING
to change. We change by responding to God in prayer
in one word, as Abraham did when he first heard the
Divine call:
“HINENI…. Here I am, God. Here I am. HINENI.”
__________________________

I once had a congregant who attended synagogue services only on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. I noticed
that he sat always silently, never opening a prayer book
and never participating in the service, only sitting quietly as if in meditation or trance. I asked him why he does
not join in the prayers and he replied, “Forgive me, Rabbi.
I had no Jewish education and I don’t know how to pray.”
I shared with him two brief Chassidic stories which I
had learned in my childhood. In the first one, a Jewish
shepherd is tending his flocks and while walking with
them to pasture, he proclaimed, “Master of the Universe.
I am only an ignorant shepherd and I do not know how
to pray to You. I don’t know the right words. But if You
had cattle or sheep that needed tending, I would gladly
freely take care of your flock.” A religious Jew passing
by overheard the shepherd’s words and told him, “that
is not the way to pray as a Jew. Let me teach you what
to say.” The religious Jew taught the shepherd but the
illiterate youth soon forgot the words and so he stopped
praying. That night, Hashem appeared to the religious
man in a dream and said to him, “what have you done?
You taught a poor shepherd what you thought were the
right words but he has forgotten them and now he has
stopped praying to me.” Immediately upon arising the
next morning, the religious Jew went in search of the
shepherd. “Why have you stopped praying?” he asked.
The shepherd replied, “I forgot the words you taught
me.” And the religious Jew said to him, “continue praying
as you have done all these years. God has heard your
prayers and they are genuine.”
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The second one tells of a young boy who was mute.
He entered the synagogue on the eve of Yom Kippur to
hear the Kol Nidre being chanted. When it came time
to respond with “Amen,” he was unable to do so. He
reached into his pocket and took out a whistle and
blew it fervently and loud. The worshippers were furious with him and were about to throw him out of the
synagogue when the Rabbi cried out, “Stop! His whistling is as acceptable to God as all of your Amens.”
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my surroundings. Yes, some of the shine has worn off
for me, and the people, places, buildings and highways no
longer sparkle in my eyes as they did before, but they still
have a luster. It just all seems more normal to me as if
this has always been my life, like this is the way it is supposed to be. Now I have the ability to see this world in a
regular and mundane way but in a special light. The next
phase of this study would have been for me to look back
on the process and try to rethink why I came on Aliyah.
The old country would seem to have been better, cleaner,
shinier. But now it is so much easier to see the negatives
in addition to seeing the great works that are part of life
in the United States.

Oleh Yes.
Oleh Chadash, Not So Much.
By Ron Malen

E

Each day when I awaken and open my eyes I see the hills
outside my window. I am once again in awe of the marvel
HaShem has created and most especially here in Israel. As
I drive along the roads outside the city I am struck by the
beauty of the mountains, hills, trees, valleys, beaches…
When I look around at my surroundings, I realize that this
is the best advertisement for belief in HaShem. Only He
could have created this in such perfect balance.
When I drive through and around the cities in Israel, Jerusalem, Modiin, Tel Aviv, Yehudah and the Shomron, it is
not only the natural landscape that awes me, but also the
number of building projects going on at the same time.
Whether it is roads, tracks being laid for new train lines,
road repair or transportation city redesign there is so
much going on at once. Most of the building is done with
an eye to fitting into the surroundings in keeping with
the natural flow of the land and the needs of the country.
I never thought projects of this size could all fit together
so well, and be so Israeli at the same time. Route 50, a
recently built road also known as Menachem Begin Boulevard, was built for traffic to go around and under Jerusalem. A new section of the Begin was recently opened;
there is a large municipal sign that reads ‘titchadshu”
which roughly is the same as “wear it in good health.”
Israel is entering the final quarter of 5775, the final quarter
of our Shmittah year. As it wraps up I have learned that
much of the produce of the land is in a state of holiness
due to Shmittah that continues into Chanukah. So I will
have the extra four months after Rosh Hashanah to continue to discover my connection of the food-land-HaShem
relationships.

The final phase is called the “normal phase,” where Israel
is no longer a fantasy land and I am able to see it ‘warts
and all’. Yet, this does not change my feeling of love, and
wonder for this country and its people. This has been a
constant in my feelings from the start.

This is not to say, that just living here as an Israeli citizen
אגרא אגרא צערא לפום
has not helped me to become better connected and closer
to the land and the eternity of its holiness. It is impossible not to see Him as the artist/engineer/designer, the
one builder that created the land of Israel as an eternal
inheritance for us.

Yes, my trips back to New York are special for me. Spend-

צערא
לפום
ing time with my children, grandchildren, and my friends

It is hard not to be constantly aware of your surroundings, at the beach, at the zoo, at the mountains, in the
Negev, and in the cities. I still am excited about being able
to eat in all municipal buildings here, even the bus station.
These feelings have not worn off yet, even though after
four years they should according to studies of the oleh
process. Each day only makes me feel more special about

is what I miss the most due to the distance between us.
Yet even with this great connection to the old country
that I have, after some weeks, it is time to return home.
Here is home and home is here.
With the ability to see its reality, it just keeps getting better. This New Year, 5776, is your year to start to make
preparations for your aliyah.

תכתבו טובה שנה

שנה טובה תכתבו
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The response of a young, innocent girl transformed the
dialogue. It speaks to the human emotion “the need to
be needed.” The Talmud tells us that more than the calf
wants to suck the cow wishes to give milk. The Torah
portion in the Book of Bamidbar, the sedra portion BeHaloscha gives such a poignant example.

The Need To Be Needed
By Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun

Moshe Rebbenu addresses his father-in-law Jethro. He
tells him, “we are travelling to the place that God has
vouchsafed to us. Come with us and it will be good for
you.” Jethro’s response must have taken Moses by surprise. Instead of accepting the promise that this would
indeed benefit him, he instead responds, “no, I shall not go
with you. Instead I will return to my land, the land of my
origin.” He is not eager to accept the promise of a better
life for himself as expressed by his son-in-law. But Moses
does not give up his effort to persuade him. Instead, he
attempts a different approach. “Please do not let us down
– we need you. You have a greater familiarity with desert
travel than we do. Therefore, you will be our eyes – you
will give to us and show us the way to success.”

S

Some unanticipated occurrences in life remain ingrained
in ones memories for a lifetime. One of the early and most
gratifying examples of this occurred in my second year in
the active rabbinate. After receiving Semicha, ordination
at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva
University, I accepted the position as Assistant Rabbi at a
large and prominent congregation in Queens.
One of the main responsibilities was to serve as the mentor for the junior congregation and teenage services on
Shabbat and Yomim Tovim. It was through this involvement that I came to experience the depth and magnitude
of human compassion shown by a thirteen year old girl.

It is apparent that Jethro is won over by his need to be
needed.

Melissa, as we shall refer to her, was bereft of her mother
when she was six years of age. Her father, a young widower struggled to properly care for his only child. After
much deliberation and soul-searching he acquiesced to
the pleas of his late wife’s brother and sister-in-law. They
offered to provide a more secure and comfortable home
in Queens with their family than Melisa could experience
living with her father in North Carolina.

There is in the lives of all of us someone who is counting
upon us to improve the status of their lives.

Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun and his wife, Shirley, are new residents
of Great Neck and new members (for about a year) of The Great
Neck Synagogue. Rabbi Kwalbrun recently retired from the active rabbinate after serving in that capacity for over fifty years.
He currently serves as Jewish Chaplain at Rikers Island Correctional Facility. In addition to ordination from Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary, he holds a Masters Degree in
Psychology from St. Johns University and is a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker.

Melissa indeed was treated as a princess. She lacked for
nothing and was adored by her male and female cousins
living in a home where she was catered to. It was right
after her bat mitzvah that a harsh reality confounded the
family. Melisa had announced that rather than continuing
her studies as a straight A student in Jamaica, she had
decided to return to North Carolina where she would live
with her grandmother.
Her New York family was desperate and distraught. Perhaps I could be of help in persuading their niece to change
her mind. They were aware that I had been somewhat of
a constant influence in their niece’s life. I did agree to
examine what motivated this profound decision. Melisa
was unwavering in her gratitude to her aunt and uncle.
She was ecstatically happy with her close bonding with
her cousins. “Then why,” I asked, “would she give that all
up?” Her answer overwhelmed me. The enormity of compassion expressed by a not quite yet teenager.

There is in the lives of all of us
someone who is counting upon us
to improve the status of their lives.

“Yes, Rabbi,” she said, “I live here in luxury and love. But
my family here, they love me, but they don’t really need
me. My grandmother in North Carolina is aging and not in
such good health. She needs me, and I feel I can be of help
to her both physically and emotionally.”
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Women’s Shabbaton
2015

GNS Annual Meeting
The Jack Shaw Memorial Service Award

By Rabbi Sean Jensen,
Dr. Mike & Zehava Atlas
Youth Directors

T

The Great Neck Synagogue Annual Meeting was held on
May 14, 2015. The Jack Shaw Memorial Service Award was
presented to Nikolas Kron, Maxine Nasser and Brenda
Parver for their outstanding service to our shul.

I

In the spring, the GNS women experienced a memorable
Shabbat. Back by popular demand, Mrs. Jackie Bitton, inspirational speaker and Assistant Principal at Ateret Torah in Brooklyn, joined us with her family for Shabbat.
The women’s shabbaton was kicked off with a delicious
Friday night dinner at GNS for high school seniors, college,
and post college young women. Following dinner, the program continued with a lively dessert, oneg and singing at
the Atlas home, where Jackie spoke to the group about
relevant topics and relationships. It was an amazing evening that lasted until 1:00 am!
The shabbaton continued with a mother daughter Seudat
Shlishit. Over 80 women came to hear Jackie speak and to
enjoy the afternoon together. Jackie told poignant stories
and spoke about the importance of words, and the potential they have to build and help others.
A big thank you to our sponsors, Mrs. Debbie Hollander in
memory of her mother Judy Sokol A”H and Daniella Muller
and Zehava Atlas in honor of their mother Tina Machnikoff.
We are already looking forward to the women’s shabbaton next spring!

OPEN SUKKAH
Ellen and Rabbi Dale Polakoff invite
the community to their open Sukkah on

Monday, September 28, 2015
First day of Sukkot
4:30 – 6:00 pm
25 Wooleys Lane
Good food, good friends, treats for
the children and simchat Yom Tov!
We hope to see you.
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F ver eighty-five years, Showcase Kitchens has created
thousands of innovative kitchens and fine custom cabinetry.
We are a family-owned and service-driven company
with a stellar reputation for honesty and integrity.
Our kitchen and bath designers can create any style that you desire in a wide range of price points.
We offer various levels of hand-crafted cabinetry, fixtures and hard-to-find materials
for backsplashes and countertops.
Appointments are appreciated.

2 Locations on Long Island
Manhasset

1200 Northern Boulevard

516-869-8585

Massapequa

5340 Merrick Road

516-799-9090

WWW.SHOWCASEKITCHENS.COM
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From Well-Appointed
Powder Rooms
to Luxurious Master Baths

Manhasset
1192 Northern Boulevard
516-869-8585
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his most well known work, The Caine Mutiny. Mr. Wouk
told Mr. Geller that Great Neck had two congregations,
Beth El, a reform temple and Temple Israel, a conservative congregation. Mr. Wouk often attended services at
the conservative temple due to the lack of an orthodox
congregation. He joined the Sunday minyan and began
remaining in the chapel after services for a short period
of Torah study. It was not long before some of his fellow
worshippers expressed some interest in joining him in
learning Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, the abridged Code of Jewish Law, in English. Such a class wasn’t standard education fare in a conservative temple. Mr. Wouk encouraged
other orthodox customs as well. As in other conservative
temples, the bima faced away from the Aron Kodesh towards the congregation. In all other respects the Sunday
minyan was fully traditional. When the rabbi was not
present, Mr. Wouk was looked to as the group’s informal
leader. He responded, not only by providing educational
leadership, but also by strengthening the traditional aura
of the services. He expressed this tangibly by turning the
bima around to face the Aron Kodesh. When the rabbi was
present he turned the bima facing the people, but when
he was absent, Mr. Wouk turned it to face the Ark. This
continued with no end and no winner in sight for a while.

Preface
Ira Lubin, a Great Neck Synagogue member since 1952, submitted this article to SCOPE. Mr. Lubin was given a collection of synagogue papers by Rosalie Guttenplan who found
this piece of GNS history amongst the papers of her late
husband Milton Guttenplan. She gave the papers to Mr. Guttenplan’s long-time friend, Mr. Lubin. Mr. Guttenplan was an
original member of the synagogue and was a member of the
first minyan that met above the Squire Theater on Middle
Neck Road. When Mr. Lubin and his family joined the synagogue the congregation had moved to the property on Old
Mill Road and had the first services in the old farmhouse
that occupied the property.
Victor B. Geller wrote this article. Mr. Geller played a significant role in the development of the Orthodox Jewish community of North America. He occupied a series of important
roles at Yeshiva University including the organization of
many Orthodox synagogues in the post-war era. He served
on the staff of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
and the National Young Israel. During his travels throughout the U.S. and Canada he studied Jewish communities
large and small. He has written extensively about the everchanging trends of Jewish life. He and his wife made aliyah
in 1999 and now live in Jerusalem. The original article has
been edited for this publication.

Author Herman Wouk Founded
First Orthodox Synagogue
in Great Neck
Herman Wouk, 1955. (Walter Sanders//Time Life Pictures/Getty Images)

I

It all began one afternoon in July 1950 when Victor B.
Geller, representing the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America (UOJC) visited Great Neck to meet
with Herman Wouk. Mr. Wouk, a resident of Great Neck,
had written the UOJC asking for assistance organizing an
orthodox congregation in Great Neck.

Mr. Wouk told Mr. Geller how he had moved from the intensely Jewish environment of his youth into the wider
spaces of the world of secular writing and entertainment.
As with so many others who took this frequently travelled
journey, his bonds of strict religious observance became
loosened, especially the time he served in the U.S. Navy.
By his mid-twenties he returned to a more traditional
Jewish way of life, modeled after his grandfather, Reb
Mendel Lieb Levine.

At first, Mr. Geller didn’t realize that Mr. Wouk was a wellknown author. When he boarded the Long Island Railroad
headed for Great Neck he learned that Mr. Wouk was
something of a minor celebrity. Herman Wouk was an author and a writer on the popular Fred Allen radio program.
For a comedy writer on one of the premier radio programs
to be interested in organizing an orthodox synagogue
was an interesting prospect.

Mr. Geller wondered if there were other orthodox people in
the community, unknown to Mr. Wouk, who were praying
in their homes rather than attend a conservative temple.
Mr. Wouk expressed the need for an orthodox congregation in the community. At their meeting Mr. Geller asked
if Mr. Wouk and others understood that once the project
went public, he and others might well be subject to vary-

At the time of Mr. Geller’s visit Mr. Wouk was completing
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ing degrees of criticism, ridicule or even ostracism. They
ended that first meeting with much for Mr. Wouk to
think about.

cably dressed man, was not “why” there should be an
orthodox synagogue in Great Neck or “how” to organize
it, but why involve him? He said he was not orthodox,
though he came from an orthodox home in Brooklyn. His
grandparents were strictly religious; they kept Shabbos,
the holidays and were 100 percent kosher. The man said
that he no longer keeps these things as he saw in his
grandparents’ home or even his parents’ home. He said
that he would like to see an orthodox synagogue in Great
Neck; it would make the community stronger. He also said
that he was not the right person to lead. He said he was
uncomfortable and his friends would laugh at him and
say that he had become more religious and that he would
drive on Shabbos to an orthodox shul instead of to the
temple. They will call him a hypocrite.

Some months later he contacted Mr. Geller and said that
he believed the orthodox population of Great Neck had
doubled. The two men drew up a plan of action. Mr. Wouk
would make a list of invitees to a meeting. Mr. Geller
would make the pitch to persuade the attendees that
establishing an orthodox synagogue in Great Neck was
an idea whose time had come. Mrs. Wouk suggested the
meeting be a Sunday afternoon cocktail party.
In December Mr. Wouk began gathering names of people
to invite. He also began to discuss the idea of an orthodox
congregation with a smaller group of his closer students
at Temple Israel. Mr. Wouk told Mr. Geller that the initial
reactions to their plans was mixed. Among the first dozen
men Mr. Wouk spoke to, he tallied two that were enthusiastic, one sympathetic and three said, “sounds interesting”; four were “non-committal”; and two said, “we don’t
need it.” “We’re going uphill, but at least the ground feels
firm under foot,” said Mr. Wouk.

Mr. Geller’s response was that each of the attendees had
two Jewish options. They can choose to observe or not to
observe. What they cannot do is to deny a Jewish teaching. The uniqueness of the synagogue is that it stands for
the sum total of all the mitzvot, the precepts, of the Torah
it houses. Shabbos, Kashrut, Tzedaka, Brit Milah and the
Shemittah year are but a few of its spiritual jewels.

Mr. and Mrs. Wouk picked the date of January 21, 1951 for
the cocktail party. They were the perfect hosts. Sarah
Wouk greeted everyone warmly. Mr. Wouk’s welcome began with his high-pitched voice and continued to the tips
of his long, extended arms as they clasped his guests’
shoulders in greeting. About 60 people attended the
cocktail party. Although the invitations were extended to
couples, there were almost twice as many men as women. In his welcoming remarks Mr. Wouk explained briefly
that he had felt for some time that the Jewish community
in Great Neck, wonderful as it was, was missing something. It did not have the one institution that would make
it complete, there was no orthodox synagogue This lack
deprived Great Neck of a powerful force in Jewish Life. He
indicated that it was his hope that this gathering would
be the beginning of a movement to fill that need.

Mr. Geller continued, the synagogue sustains our collective ideal of Jewish perfection. It is not the measure of
our individual Jewish identity. Kashrut, Shabbos or other
mitzvot are Jewish absolutes. They do not gain sanctity
by our observance; neither do they lose by our neglect.
The conduct of each of us is a matter of personal conscience. The synagogue dare not be. It should never be a
religiously perfect fit. It must always be several spiritual
sizes too large, to allow for growth. An orthodox synagogue in Great Neck would not be another mirror in the
community, but a much needed model for the community.
Mr. Wouk asked for a show of hands of how many were
prepared to join him in the establishment of an orthodox
synagogue. Twenty-one hands were raised. Others wanted to be “kept informed.”

He invited those present to express their willingness to
join in the establishment of an orthodox synagogue. From
those who responded he would seek an organizing committee to work with Mr. Geller of the UOJC, who was an
expert in organizing synagogues. Mr. Geller then spoke
about the need for an orthodox congregation to complete
the portrait of a proud community. He also ventured to
guess that the room was a powerful concentration of
brains, initiative and management. He proposed that they
were rich in the leadership needed to reach the goal under consideration. He outlined the steps they needed to
take to form the new congregation.
There was one comment from the audience that changed
the mood of the meeting. The question from an impec-

Original house and property of the Great Neck Synagogue, c1950
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Another factor that gave the project a push was Mr.
Wouk’s literary success. In March, The Caine Mutiny was
published to rave reviews. Mr. Wouk’s fame soared and
locally it boosted the prestige of his project. Mr. Geller
was able to persuade a distinguished young member of
the Talmud faculty of Yeshiva University, Rabbi Moshe
Tendler, to accept the position as the rabbi of the new
congregation. Mr. Geller also suggested the name The
Great Neck Synagogue and the group adopted it. A temporary location was found on Middle Neck Road.

Uman – A Woman’s
Spiritual Journey
By Lisa Stein

An article appearing in the April 20, 1951 edition of the
Great Neck News announced the establishment of the
Great Neck Synagogue, the appointment of Rabbi Tendler
and the inauguration of services on the seventh day of
Pesach. The newspaper article concluded with, “…The
Passover services of the synagogue will be distinguished
by the rare occurrence of a bestseller novelist acting as
a cantor. Herman Wouk of King’s Point, author of the best
selling war novel, The Caine Mutiny, volunteered pending
the engagement of a cantor. Mr. Wouk has long been active in Great Neck Jewish community activity.”
The Caine Mutiny was sold to Hollywood and Mr. and Mrs.
Wouk moved to California. Rabbi Tendler later wrote that
he started in the rabbanus when Herman Wouk decided to
open an orthodox shul in Great Neck. “In the beginning we
only had five balabatims (congregants); I had to bring four
boys from my high school class to complete a minyan. A
year later, we had a hundred people in shul.”

Sophia Park in Uman

M

My friend Sara from Jerusalem has been asking me to join
her and her group Holy Journeys in Uman for the past few
years. She said it would be “good for my neshamah, it
would be spiritually uplifting.” I really did not understand
what this meant until I went. I had no idea what to expect
and was even a little bit nervous since Uman is in the
Ukraine...and if you keep up with world news you get the
feeling that it might not be the safest place to visit. Even
so, something was pulling this Great Neck girl to Uman
this year.
Sara took 70 women from all over the world to the place
where many tzadikim lived, taught, raised families of
Torah scholars and are now buried. It is not easy to get
there but that is part of the adventure. What surprised
me about this trip was the diversity of the group. There
were so many wonderful women of all ages, from 23 to
over 80 years old. They came from all over America, Israel,
Hungary, Brazil... We all got along and learned so much
about each other, both on a personal level and a spiritual
one as well. Where else can you see a Chassidish woman and a woman with tattoos and piercings enjoying a
conversation together on Shabbat? There were no judgements when sincere questions were asked of each other.
All of these ladies had their own story to share and we
all landed in the same place to daven to Hashem by some
very holy tzadikim.

“In the beginning we only had five balabatims
(congregants); I had to bring four boys from my
high school class to complete a minyan. A year
later, we had a hundred people in shul.”

We visited the burial sites of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev, the Baal Shem Tov and his students, and Rabbi
Nosson of Breslov who was the main disciple of Rabbi
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Nachman. By every kever there were Tehillim said and
tears shed. Every lady there had something to pray for, as
we all do. We were at the tziun of Rabbi Nachman before
I knew it. This is where we spent a lot of time pouring out
our hearts to Hashem. The energy in the room was electric and I found it hard to tear myself away. Tehillim, Tikun
Haklali, Shir Hashirim, and many other prayers were said.
Sometimes in unison and at other times alone in a quiet
corner. I found it hard to sleep the whole week, which
I found bizarre since I love to sleep! What I found most
interesting was that I was able to get up at 2:30am to
say Shir Hashirim with Yehudis Golshevsky, who ran the
group, and some of the other women. It was beautiful.
There was never any pressure to join at that hour, you
just did it if you wanted to. It felt effortless. We all fed
off of each other’s energy and bonded in a way I cannot
fully explain.

happens to reach out to Hashem? Why not develop the
relationship now while things are going fairly well? What
parent would only like to speak with their child only when
they are asking for something? Most parents crave contact with their children on a daily basis; when the child
does need something the parent is more likely to give
when their relationship is already strong. In Sofia Park
we were able to find our own spot and lay in the tall grass
looking up to the sky and trees and listening to the birds
chirping on Erev Shabbat. If the words did not come easily
or naturally it was okay to just say, “Hashem, I have no
words.” The funny part is, if you do say that, after a few
minutes the words come. And then the tears follow. Big
cathartic tears that cleanse the soul. It was truly meditative and rejuvenating.
Shabbat in Uman was unprecedented for me. Being able
to daven and say Tehillim by Rabbi Nachman was so spiritual. In the afternoon we heard very moving and passionate poems written and performed by Rachel Kann. She
was amazing and received standing ovations for her work
which was written years ago but seemed to have been
created specifically for this moment. This trip to Uman felt
like a roller coaster ride for me - a little scary at first but
then the ride starts and it is super exciting and fast, and
by the time it is over you are ready to go again.
When Rabbi Nachman visited Uman he was in his 30’s
and already ill with the tuberculosis that would take his
life a few years later. He saw a cemetery that he called
a “garden of souls” filled with Jewish martyrs that were
massacred years before, and told his disciples that that is
where he wanted to be buried when it was his time. I feel
that I also saw a garden of beautiful neshamot on this
trip. Everyone had a different look or shell on the outside,
but inside we were all the same, searching and yearning
to be close to Hashem. I was sad to leave and say goodbye, but truly happy to know now that these women are
in the world with me.

Lecture/singing session with our leader Yehudis Golshevsky

When Rebbetzin Tziporrah Heller joined our group early
Friday morning I was ecstatic! Her breadth of Torah and
worldly knowledge is mystifying. One shiur she gave was
about how we are our body and we are also our soul and
how we are all connected to each other. We should not
give in to society’s views such as, “you need to put yourself first,” or, “your time is precious, take care of you.”
We all have to look after one another. Rebbetzin Heller
joined us in Sophia Park where we did Hitbodedut. As Yehudis explained, this is where you find a quiet place for
yourself, and it is especially good to find a space out in
nature, and just speak to Hashem within your own words,
in your own language. Becoming friends with Hashem
might be a foreign concept to some but it really makes
sense. Why would you wait until, G-d forbid, something

“It was truly meditative
and rejuvenating.”

SCOPE RH 2015

41

42

Missing
By Annie Karpenstein

Puzzle complete. Blue ocean spread out
on floor. Schools of fish in gold, sun yellow,
orange, striped and spotted, romp among the coral.
My granddaughter oblivious to the
finished product stares into the empty box.
“There’s still a piece left. Where does it go?”
“It’s from another puzzle. Someone put it
into the wrong box.”
I pick up the jigsaw piece. A mixture of
muddy colors. “Do you want to try and find
which puzzle it belongs to?”
“No.” She opens the next box.
“Let’s do this puzzle.” We work. I worry.
My mind on the extra piece. A puzzle with
a hole. A missing piece. A familiar feeling.
Trying to make something whole. I spent
my childhood mourning a loss I couldn’t
put in words. Something important was missing.
I had no idea what it was or where it was.
As a child, ignorant of my family tree, many
branches cruelly cut off, forever lost, dates and
graves unknown. My parents’ world destroyed.
Their escape miraculous. Immigrants in new world:
lost, disconnected, hollow. Their pain, a barrier.
I yearned to feel connected to them. I wanted to
fill the hollow void within them with the magical
missing piece. I wanted to make them whole again.
As an adult, true belonging eludes me. Like the
extra puzzle piece, I remain a leftover relic.
Still yearning for meaningful connection. Still
searching for my place in the puzzle of this existence.

*Missing won Honorable Mention in the Mid-Island Y JCC Poetry Contest, 2015
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Presidents
George Weinstein z”l 1951-1953
Shelly Goren z”l 1953-1955 & 1967-1969
Harold Waldenberg 1955-1956
Solomon S. Goldwyn z”l 1956-1966
Mac Mender z”l 1966-1967
Shelly Goren z”l 1967-1969
Bernhardt Meisels z”l 1969-1971
Samuel Goldberg 1971-1973
Harold Domnitch 1973-1975 & 1987-1988
David Yagoda z”l 1975-1977
Bertrand Agus z”l 1977-1978
Israel Slochowsky z”l 1978-1980
Martin Sokol 1982-1984
Stanley Fischer 1984-1986
Sidney Ingber 1986-1987
Murray Honig 1988-1990
Henry Katz 1990-1992
Robert Spitalnick 1992-1994
Steven Mayer z”l 1994-1996
David Werber 1996-1998
Mark Bunim 1998-1999
Howard Wolf 1999-2003
Norman Fisher 2003-2005
Jeffrey Bilfeld 2005-2007
Howard Silberstein 2007-2010
Joseph Hecht 2010-2012
Dr. Scott Danoff 2012-2014
Dr. Hal Chadow 2014-

A GNS Timeline
By Sharon Goldwyn
64

Executive Directors
Rabbi Yechiel Simon
Robert Heller
Mark Twersky
Jim Frisch (Asst)
Youth Directors
Joel Paul
Stuie Warner
Rabbi Robert Landsberg z”l
Alan Steinberg
Randy Eaton
Joel Cutler
Gary Moskowitz
Mark Landsman
Sam Rudansky
Barry Finkelstein
Rabbi Sholom Jensen
Rabbi Steven Moskowitz
Dr. Mike and Zahava Atlas

G

GNS 1951 - 2015
Rabbis
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Tendler
Rabbi Murray H. Lustig
Rabbi Carol Klein
Rabbi Dr. Ephraim R. Wolf z”l
Rabbi Dale Polakoff
Cantors
Eleazer Schulman z”l
Zeev Kron

Men’s Club Presidents
Milton Guttenplan z”l
Bill Disman
Herman Klein
Al Leiderman
Perry Greenberg z”l
Hy Hecht
Jack Strimban
Meyer Singer z”l
Harold Harris
Ruby Cassel
Barry Lipsius
Hilly Milun

Assistant Rabbis
Rabbi Nisson Shulman
Rabbi Robert Landsberg z”l
Rabbi Barry Fruendel
Rabbi Norman Amsel
Rabbi Joshua Hain
Rabbi Shalom Axelrod
Rabbi Ian Lichter
Chairman of the Board
Mac Mender z”l
Robert Heller z”l
Harold Domnitch
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Sisterhood Presidents
Selma Wildelitz
Jeanette Waldenberg z”l
Elaine Blankstein
Edith Gerber
Phyllis Dorman
Luba Schuster
Jackie Hott
Selma Kon z”l
Irma Lubin z”l
Evy Hirsch z”l
Florence Shaffer z”l
Halina Greenwald
Gladys Moslin
Susan Mayer
Shirley Spiegelman
Marilyn Roshwalb
Linda Bunim
Helene Gersten z”l
Diane Rein
Farla Frumkin
Gabbaim
Mike Horowitz
Sam Cohen
Jack Herschkowitz z”l
Charles Goldstein
Jack Shaw z”l
David Seider
Ben Roth
Sam Movsas z”l
Milt Mitzner
Ralph Aryeh
Jeff Freedman
Mel Klapper
Howie Silberstein
William Liss-Levinson
Mark Twersky
Steven Mayer z”l
Mark Gersten
Gil Aronowitz
Aaron Bernstein
Robert Spitalnick
Harold Steinberg
Tom Furst
Joe Hyman
Ray Sandler
Jack Wachstock
Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh
Isaac Greszes
Natan Hamerman
Steve Blumner
Gary Chubak
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The boy is anxious, if not by nature, by a life of being reared
by his World War Two (and subsequent Soviet domination)
refugee parents. He does not want to be separated from
his mother but the separation takes place, during a now
shouted negotiation over a growing sea of the heads of
others (in the era before the ubiquity of mobile phones) between the boy’s parents, as to where and when they will
meet once they’ve seen the inside. The boy moves with his
father among the crush of overly fragrant men, being communally shoved in through the front doors as if by a force
far greater than not only himself but also his father, a force
that knows that he needs to not only see but be inside.

From There to Here
By Daniel Winter

M

Math is easy: two points describe a line.
But how does one describe a human journey? Is identifying a beginning and a destination sufficient? Having been
born outside the Mesorah, how does one adequately convey to those living within it, the utter treasure, mamash
spiritually as well as materially, that is Great Neck and
how precious the Great Neck Synagogue is at the heart of
this unique peninsula?

Then, amidst all this anxiety, a peace comes over him of a
sort he has never experienced before. It is a peace that
transcends the loving arms and two-room peasant hut
and hearth of his paternal grandmother and the village
church in Poland to which she took him as a child. It transcends the Sistine Chapel and all the other tourist sites to
which he had been dragged, where grand and grandiose
architecture had filled him with emptiness despite the
hushed tones in which everyone conversed and obvious
respect for life humans demonstrated in churches, despite their constant violence outside them. It transcends
even the peace he always found in nature, where he could
wander off on his own just a little bit, creating space between himself and his parents but not at the cost of the
security they provided him, as it were.

A boy is born in Soviet-era Poland to a Polish, lapsed Roman Catholic of peasant origin, father and Hidden Child,
orphaned, sole Survivor of the Holocaust, mother. The first
time he ever nears setting foot in a shul is on Rosh Hashanah, entering the year 5730, in Rome. It is the Great Synagogue of Rome, on the banks of the Tiber River, not far
from the Coliseum, nearby the Foro Romano, nearer still
the Ponte Fabricio, the oldest bridge in Rome, dating back
to the century immediately preceding the Common Era.
He has, over the last four months, been dragged around
seemingly all of Rome and the southern half of the Apennine Peninsula on barely five year old legs by parents
intent on seeing every tourist location possible and he
can tell by the manner in which his enthusiastic father is
talking to his similarly to himself exhausted mother about
adding this location at the last minute, that this too is
just another bit of sight-seeing.

Something in the beginning of the davening touches him
in a way and in a place inside himself that he had never
known before. It is at once peace, safety, security, love,
as well as an undeniable greatness that makes him feel
infinitely more vulnerable than anything he has experienced before. It is a timeless peace...
But as past is prologue, here comes a call for a brief interlude:

But something happens.

a little girl’s hair
a woman’s hair
a room full of hair
a room full of eyeglasses
a room full of shoes
a room full of baggage

It is late afternoon, erev Rosh Hashanah and the open area
abutting the street in front of the entrance, sparsely populated with modernly dressed tourists such as themselves
only moments ago, has begun to rapidly fill with bearded
men in wide brimmed black hats and dark suits or overly
long for the still summer Roman weather black garments
with tasseled belts he doesn’t recognize. They are clearly
something other than tourists and just as clearly in a rush
to get into the synagogue for some reason entirely mysterious to the child, other than sight-seeing.

my son’s eyeglasses
my daughter’s hair
my baggage
not for the first time

Women are not allowed to enter with the men and the
language skills of the boy’s parents are lacking. The man
at the door is not so much of a guard, it is the 60s, that
still somewhat innocent decade, and so the man is trying
to explain to the boy’s father in Italian, then perhaps Yiddish or Hebrew, then mutually broken English that women are allowed in but through a separate entrance off to
or around the side.

my daughter has
donated
her hair
she lives
her life
grows
her hair
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Kollel with whom he shares not just political outlook but
more importantly, a hashkofik approach to and respect
for the material, while maintaining a somewhat skeptical
acceptance of it. The Kollel provides material with which
even he, as a newbie, can engage, while also providing
a depth and complexity he always knew existed but had
never been in a position to pursue. It is a reflection of
the congregation as a whole, in its relation to halacha,
without judgement as to the level at which the man is
prepared to engage with it.

Forty some years later, a man in search of his authentic
Judaism and an authentic Jewish community in which to
reside and pursue greater learning arrives in Great Neck,
New York USA. He immediately feels at home in a way
that he never has before. He has felt at home all over
Israel. But has never made aliyah. He has felt at home
in the Rocky Mountains, in the Tetons, in and around Glacier National Park, down deep inside the Grand Canyon
alongside the Colorado River and often on the beaches
of Lake Michigan and coasts of California, where the sun
sets over the water, as it should. But he has never felt
entirely at home with Americans, unless they are Native
Americans. And he has never felt entirely at home with
assimilationist Jews.

He is graciously and hospitably invited for a Shabbos meal
at the home of a family of congregants clearly near the
center of the youthful generation of emerging leadership
and welcomed into the fraternal order of the secret handshake that does not exist. He is exposed to the fact that
within the eruv of this apparently placid suburb lurks a
society of men intent on sharpening instruments of ritual
slaughter. He has both the honor and the pleasure of a
meal at the home of the family of the Assistant Rabbi, a
man who so capably filled the breach during the shock to
the health of Rabbi Polakoff that the heart of the community kept beating, nary missing a single beat. He is welcomed and honored to share at the tables of families and
similarly friendly guests at the homes of the President of
the congregation and many others throughout the kehilla.
He takes in a Perek in the Park.

The vibe he feels in Great Neck is different. It is somehow
the pace and intellectual level of what he recalls of the
Poland of his childhood, without being the chaos that is
the City. It is running errands and spotting for sure an
Israeli, perplexed about the parking regulations in the lot
by the LIRR station and offering to her a few words of
information before finally surrendering with, “ani lo yodeah,” despite the conversation having been conducted
to that point in English, when she continues to press him
for more info than he has at his disposal. It is taking
his children to Allenwood Park and being able to strike
up a conversation with someone who is almost instantly
not a stranger because of shared vernacular, despite one
having been born in Poland and the other in Persia. Over
time, the threads of shared community pull more tightly
together in their weave, in this very small community on
the outskirts of the big City.

The man gets caught up in the pace of the community;
a pace that is as much about velocity as the city itself
but not at all about making material pursuits paramount.
Family is paramount. Children are paramount. Learning
is paramount. Community is paramount. Torah is paramount. If only the whole world operated this way. If
only he had found this community and this congregation
within it sooner. If only everyone could see it through
his eyes...

But the first shul at which he davens is not quite home.
He goes farther afield from his new home and simply
drops in at the Great Neck Synagogue during what are
Rabbi Polakoff’s open office hours one Thursday. The
conversation that ensues is at once both gently cautious
and welcoming. It is familiar without being gratuitously
informal. It is both understanding and empathetic. It is
immediately one of the finest conversations he has had,
ever. So he resolves to return.

...how does one describe a human journey?

Not yet knowing the layout of the architecture, the man
winds up in the Beis MIdrash on Shabbat for Shacharis
and feels even more at home. He is, near the end of davening, taken quite firmly under the wing of a man who is
the Jewish equivalent of a force of nature. This father,
preparing his younger son for a Bar Mitzvah within weeks,
interrupts the practice to make sure the stranger feels at
home, knows a little about what’s going on behind the
scenes. And the sheer power of will with which he is
welcomed cascades into meeting more of the community.
He begins to daven at GNS with some regularity and then
stays for learning when he can. He encounters the Scholars’ Kollel, approaching the completion of its seventh year
and entry into its eighth. He meets the man behind the
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time of their greatest danger. On February 14, 1945 he was
baptized in the Roman Catholic faith and officially became
a Catholic convert. To honor Pope Pius XII he changed his
name from Israel to Eugenio Maria, to honor the Pope by
assuming his name. In 1949, he was appointed Professor
of Semitics and Hebrew at the University of Rome and
authored several scholarly books in the fields of biblical
interpretation, Jewish history and Talmudic literature. All
of his scholarly works were published by a Catholic publishing company.

The Three Apostates
By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D.

During the war years, Rabbi Zolli was hidden from the Nazis by Padre Gosselino Birola upon order from Pope Pius
XII in the buildings of the Gregorian Institute in Vatican
City until the end of the war in 1945.
He had for many years been interested in Christian theology and the life of Jesus from a scholarly point of view.
It has been written that “although Pope Pius XII took great
pride in baptizing the former Chief Rabbi of Rome, the Vatican could hardly boast that Zolli was a pious convert,
an ornament of the Church. This is because Rabbi Israel
Zolli’s apostasy to Catholicism had little to do with any
spiritual conviction or theological satisfaction he found
in the Roman Catholic Church. Rather, it is believed, that
it was the result of the rejection, ostracism and banishment after the Holocaust by the Jewish survivors of the
Italian Jewish community whom he had callously abandoned during the war years while safely hiding in Vatican
City under the protection of Pope Pius XII.” His scholarly
works on Judaism were accepted by the Vatican library
and were highly praised.

Rabbi Israel Zolli

I

In Judaism, the word apostasy usually refers to the rejection of Judaism and defection to another religion by
a Jew. Rabbinical scholars have applied various expressions for an apostate, among them “mumar” (the one who
has changed), “poshea Yisrael” (transgressor of Israel”
and “meshumad” (one who has abandoned his faith).

After the war in 1945 Rabbi Zolli was never permitted to
enter an Italian synagogue and was never after recognized as a Rabbi.

In the Talmud, Rabbi Elisha ben Abuya is singled out as an
apostate by the rabbis and is called “Acher” (the other one).
In medieval Spain, before, during and after the Inquisition
there were several Jewish apostates. In 1648 Sabbatai Zevi
and in the 1750’s Jacob Frank were well-known apostates.

Rabbi Zolli died in Rome in 1956.
BROTHER DANIEL RUFEISEN
Shmuel Oswald Rufeisen was born in the village of Zadziele near Auschwitz in Poland in 1922. His parents were
observant Jews and he was given a good Jewish education. As a teenager he belonged to the B’nai Akiva, a religious Zionist movement. In order to escape from Nazi
persecution and deportation, Rufeisen was hidden in a
convent of the Sisters of the Resurrection for more than
a year and it was during this time that he was converted
to Catholicism. He succeeded in saving numerous Jews
in the town of Mir in Belarus and prevented their deportation to concentration and death camps. In 1945 after
the war he made his way back to Poland, converted to
Catholicism and eventually became a Franciscan Catholic
priest. In the 1950’s Poland was experiencing mass waves
of anti-Semitism from the newly liberated Polish government. Rufeiesn immigrated to Israel and applied for Israeli
citizenship under the basic Law of Return. His claim was

In recent memory in the 20th century there are only three
outstanding examples of Jewish apostates. They are Chief
Rabbi Israel Zolli of Italy, Brother Daniel Rufeisen of Poland, and Cardinal Rene Lustiger of France.
RABBI ISRAEL ZOLLI
Rabbi Israel Zoller (Zolli) was born In Brody, Austrian Galicia in 1881. After World War I he served as Chief Rabbi of
Trieste and was professor of Hebrew at the University of
Padua from 1927 to 1938. In 1939 he was appointed Chief
Rabbi of Rome and Chief Rabbi of Italy. At the beginning of
September 1943 when the Germans entered Rome, he fled
from his community and took refuge in the Vatican. At the
end of the war he came back to assume his post as Chief
Rabbi but the Jewish community of Rome rejected him
and condemned him for fleeing from his community at the
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Jean-Marie Lustiger

Brother Daniel Rufeisen

based on the fact that both of his parents were Jews and
although he was no longer observant of the Jewish religion he was still officially recognized as a Jew by the
religious authorities in Israel. However, the Ministry of Interior of Israel denied his request for citizenship accorded
to Jews under the Law of Return. They based their denial
on the fact that he had converted to Christianity and was
now a Catholic priest under the name of Brother Daniel.
Rufeisen appealed his case to Israel’s Supreme Court and
in 1962 the Court upheld the ruling of the Ministry of Interior. The basis of the court’s decision was taken from
Biblical sources. Who is a Jew? One who is born to a Jewish mother and whose loyalty is to the Torah and faith of
Israel. That he was born to two Jewish parents qualified
him. That he had converted to Catholicism also qualified
him. But that he had become a priest, his loyalty was no
longer to the Torah and faith of the Jewish people but
rather to the New Testament and the Church of Rome.

where she died the next year. After the war the family
returned to Paris. Lustiger’s father desperately sought to
have his son’s baptism cancelled but his appeal to the
Chief Rabbi was unsuccessful. In 1946, Lustiger graduated
from the Sorbonne with a degree in literature. He joined
the Carmelite Seminary in Paris and later the Catholic Institute of Paris. In 1951 he made his first visit to Israel
speaking fluent Yiddish and Hebrew. In 1954 he was ordained to the Catholic priesthood and served from 1954
to 1959 as Chaplain at the Sorbonne. For several years he
directed Catholic schools and seminaries. In November
1979, Lustiger was appointed Bishop of Orleans by Pope
John II. Because of Lustiger’s Polish ancestry and the
birthplace of Pope John II, the two became very close and
dear friends, and in 1981 he was promoted to Archbishop
of Paris. He was very popular with the Catholic clergy of
Paris and succeeded in carrying out several reforms in
the church. He maintained excellent relations with the
political leaders and was highly regarded by Pope John II.
There was speculation that Lustiger would be a candidate
to succeed Pope John II but he always refused to consider
such a possibility.

Ultimately the Israeli courts granted him Israeli citizenship through the process of naturalization.
He spent the rest of his life at the Stella Maris Carmelite
Monastery in Haifa where he died in 1998.
JEAN-MARIE LUSTIGER, THE ALMOST JEWISH POPE
One of the most remarkable apostates was Aaron Lustiger,
born in Paris, France in 1926 to two Ashkenazi Jewish parents who left Bedzin, Poland after World War I and settled
in Paris. Aaron’s father owned a hosiery shop and Aaron
went to study at the Lycee Montaigne. It was there that
he first experienced anti-Semitism. When he was twelve
years old, he came across a Protestant Bible and became
enamored by what he read. When the war began in September 1939 he and his family left Paris to settle in the
city of Orleans. During the Holy Week in March 1940, the
young 13 year old Aaron Lustiger decided to convert to
Roman Catholicism and was baptized by the Bishop of
Orleans and given the name Aaron Jean-Marie. In 1940,
the Vichy government required all Jews to wear the yellow star. Jean-Marie Lustiger was hidden but his parents
were required to wear the yellow badge of shame.

Jean-Marie Lustiger

Lustiger was proud of his Jewish birth and heritage and
described himself as a “fulfilled Jew.” He had very cordial
relations with the Orthodox rabbinate in France although
he was denounced by the Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi of Israel,
Yisrael Meier Lau who accused him of betraying the Jewish people by converting to Catholicism. Lustiger insisted
that he was still a Jew on the basis of defining a Jew as

In 1942 his mother was deported to Auschwitz death camp
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an ethnic designation and not exclusively a religious one.
He maintained a strong support for the State of Israel and
influenced the Vatican from neutrality to support of Israel.
When he became Archbishop of Paris he said, “I was born
Jewish and so I remain, even if that is unacceptable for
many. For me, the vocation of Israel is bringing light to the
goyim. That is my hope and I believe that Christianity is
the means for achieving it.”
The former Chief Rabbi of France, Rabbi Rene Samuel Sirat, said that he personally witnessed Lustiger entering
the synagogue each year to recite kaddish… the Jewish
mourner’s prayer…. for his mother.
In 1995 Cardinal Lustiger attended the reading of an act of
repentance with a group of French Rabbis during which
he apologized for the French Church’s passive attitude towards the collaboration of French officials and policies of
the Vichy regime during the Second World War.
He represented Pope John Paul II in 2005 for the 6th commemoration of the liberation of Auschwitz and he accompanied the new Pope, Benedict XVI in May 2006 for the
religious ceremonies in Birkenau.
Cardinal Lustiger retired in 2001 at the age of 75 and died
in Paris on August 5, 2007. He was buried in the crypt of
Notre Dame Cathedral. His epitaph was written by himself
in 2004.

Help Sponsor SCOPE,
Great Neck Synagogue’s Magazine
by placing an AD in our next issue

It reads:
“I was born Jewish.
I received the name of my paternal grandfather Aaron.
Having become Christian by faith and by baptism
I have remained Jewish.
As did the Apostles, I have as my patron saints
Aaron the High Priest.
Saint John the Apostle.
Holy Mary full of grace.
Named 139th Archbishop of Paris by His Holiness Pope
John Paul II
I was enthroned in this Cathedral on 27 February 1981.
And here I exercised my entire ministry.
Passers by, pray for me.
Aaron Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger
Archbishop of Paris.”
Interestingly, all three of these apostates were scholars
of Judaism and never denied their Jewish origins. On the
contrary, they were proud of the religion of their birth and
it was due to the circumstances of the time, place and
history in which they lived that prompted them to seek
salvation outside of Judaism. We must look upon their
lives with sympathy and with understanding.
“A Jew though he errs and sins, is still a Jew.”
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My brother Jay later joined my father in this venture in
New York and they had horses in different tracks and began breeding them. I was the “noch shlep” (went along with
the group) and nobody thought I was listening or even paying attention. We went to the barn every week to see the
horses who were beautiful and so well attended. There
was a sub-culture that existed among track people, a type
of microcosm of life, if you will. If a horse was ill, the community knew about it and were very concerned and asked
about him/her. The same went for any trainers or groomers, the entire community was well cared for and thought
about. Bikur Cholim was truly in place within this environment! Communication about the sick and needy spread like
wildfire and the sincere care and concern was remarkable.

Will the Circle be Unbroken?
By Robyn Spector-Blumner LCSW

The horses were like athletes who were training as runners and were pampered better than at a first class spa!
The veterinarians were on top of every horse and blood
testing was employed before every single race!
I always thought that the circle was very significant for
a horse race because if one is on the inside of the circle,
they are closer to winning as opposed to being on the
outside which renders one having to work harder to take
extra steps. Quite a metaphor for “fitting in” in our social
circles. Winning is sometimes based on how one feels,
luck, yielding, health or racing conditions, (weather,
muddy ground).

T

The circle symbolizes eternity, therefore, there is no start
or end, just continuity, perhaps even equality, if one
marks a circle in the center. Judaism is replete with circular symbolism, we read the Torah in a continuous cycle. Simchas Torah, which we will be celebrating shortly,
reminds us that the last verse of the Torah will be read
immediately following with the beginning verse to never
break the chain of tradition.

My brother Jay became so fascinated by gait and ambulation, that he chose podiatry as his profession and has
now become a marathon runner. The circle of life certainly
continues here. Our love of animals is certainly the result
of going to farms and the track in order to respect and
honor Hashem’s creations.

At the wedding ceremony, the bride encircles the groom
seven times around (Ashkenazi custom), the wedding
band is round to demonstrate eternity of the union, dancing is formatted in circles as well.
The Triple Crown this year was won by American Pharoah,
a three year old thoroughbred who won three races in a
row. The owner is an Egyptian American named Ahmed
Zayat who also practices Orthodox Judaism. The day of the
Triple Crown was on Shabbos, so he and his family rented
RV trailers on the track grounds to be able to properly keep
tradition. The jockey, Victor Espinoza, a Mexican, non-Jew
but quite spiritual and respectful, went to visit the Rebbe’s
Ohel at the Old Montefiore Cemetery in Queens. He felt a
strong connection and great energy there.

As we come around to the end and the beginning of the
Torah perhaps our thoughts may be directed to starting a
new project like pet therapy. Some people have signed up
for this during our Bikur Cholim meeting. It is a wonderful way to connect with people who are sad or ill, please
inform me if this is an interest for you.

Steven and our children wish you all L’Shana Tova,
and a gebentched Yor!

Ironically for this piece, a racetrack is also round. Horses
need to run a mile to win the race, however there is more
to it than meets the eye. When I was a baby in Montreal,
Canada, my father was introduced to harness racing, trotters and pacers, and one has a driver not a jockey. My
Zaida Charlie and he went to the Bluebonnet Raceway and
my father was hooked. He learned about the business,
met the drivers, most of whom were French Canadians,
spoke to trainers, etc. I was riding on the sulky at a very
tender age going round and round to train the horses on
the track.

The owner... [of American Pharoah]...
is an Egyptian American named
Ahmed Zayat who happens to
practice Orthodox Judaism.
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GNS Members Chair
Israel Day Concert in
Central Park for Last Decade

GNS Members, Ancestors
of Pioneer, Keep Jerusalem
United with Jewish Life

C

G

Gov. Mike Huckabee, Republican Presidential contender,
delivered a stirring speech for Israel, that literally opened
the heavens, minutes before a torrential downpour. He is
surrounded by activists and organizers on the SummerStage at the 22nd Annual Israel Day Concert in Central Park.
(L-R) Musical Producer Zvika Bornstein; longtime Concert
Organizers Karen and Dr. Joseph Frager; Ken Abramowitz,
Chairman American Friends of Likud; Gov. Huckabee, holding Israeli Flag with GNS member Dr. Paul Brody, Concert
Chairperson, together with his wife Drora for the past
10 years; media coordinator Odeleya Jacobs, and activist
Dr. Alan Berger. Behind them is Concert Emcee Nachum
Segal. Gov. Huckabee stressed the importance of a united
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, thwarting the Iranian
nuclear threat, stopping the BDS movement, and freeing
Jonathan Pollard. He also remembered the three slain Israeli teens who were murdered one year ago. Gov. Huckabee visited the home of Naftali Frenkel HY”D, an American
and Israeli citizen, moments after he disembarked from a
long flight, as part of a trip organized by Drs. Frager and
Brody, to try to encourage the boys’ families, when there
was still hope that they were still alive.

Celebrating the 36th Anniversary of Ateret Cohanim/
Jerusalem Chai on June 22, 2015 at Terrace on the Park,
in Flushing Meadow, (L-R) Josh Frumkin and father, GNS
member Dr. William Frumkin, 6th generation descendent
of Israel Dov Frumkin, founder of the Yemenite Village in
the Silwan in 1859, just outside the Old City of Jerusalem;
Mati Dan HaKohen, Founder and Chairman of Ateret Cohanim, and wife Etya; GNS member Dr. Gail Frumkin Notovitz, 6th generation descendent of Israel Dov Frumkin;
Shani Hikind, Executive Vice President, American Friends
of Ateret Cohanim; GNS members Drora and Dr. Paul Brody,
Executive Council Member, and Dinner Chairpersons, who
introduced the Frumkin family to Ateret Cohanim; Dr. Joseph Frager, Chairman Executive Council. Ateret Cohanim
recently re-established and renovated a Synagogue in the
Silwan, and has re-settled Jews in several buildings, including Beit Yehonatan, in honor of Jonathan Pollard, and
Beit Frumkin.
Photo Credit: ThreeStarPhotographers

Photo Credit: Maxine Dovere
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Kabalistic notion of God’s hidden essence [the Ein Sof]
that which is entirely unknown and unknowable, they
conceptualized this Divine Essence of God as contracting
itself in order to allow the universe and anything else that
was or would be other-than-God to come into existence
as independent realities. This process of contraction in
Hebrew is called tzimtzum. Rabbi Shai Held, philosopher,
teacher and author, often remarks that from a Maimonidean perspective, this very act of tzimtzum - combined
with the creation of humanity - was reflective of the overarching quality by which God created the world, which
was chessed or loving-kindness. And it is this attribute,
suggests Held, which we are first and foremost to emulate in the world. But this notion of emulating God’s attributes, imitatio Dei, is one which is seen as going beyond
chessed. From the numerous verses in the Torah - perhaps as many as seven - that are seen as the proof-texts
for imitatio Dei, the Rabbis derived from them that we are
to emulate MANY of God’s attributes - compassion, mercy,
kindness, graciousness and we are required to be hospitable to others, to be charitable, to clothe the naked, and
so on. Quite the moral challenge for humanity. But as we
know from the stories of the Bible, from our global history, from our personal histories, that we human beings
struggle and fail. And to that extent, in missing various
opportunities to be God-like, we sin.

Imitatio Dei: God as Sinner,
God as Penitent
By William Liss-Levinson, Ph.D.
(I am indebted to Rabbi Polakoff for a wonderful sermon
that he delivered this year on Shabbat Parshat Pinchas. His
citation of a puzzling statement of the Talmud and a Midrash, which is used to explain a textual inconsistency in
that portion of the Torah, was the stimulus for this essay.)

C

Marc Chagall, Creation, 1960

Chapter 28 and Chapter 29 introduce us to a series of sacrifices that were brought each month for Rosh Hodesh
and then for the various major Festivals throughout the
year, including Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur. In the detailing of these sacrifices, a male goat is always part of
the offering and is referred to as a “guilt offering.” The
language for the section relating to the offering for the
new months (Num. 28:15) however, states that this is a “.
. . guilt offering for God.” The Talmud remarkably states
(Chulin, 60b) that only for the sacrifices for the new moon
does this goat comes to atone for God. And what was
God’s sin for which atonement is necessary? And more
profoundly, how do we even understand the implications
theologically of the notion of God as sinner and God as
penitent? The Talmud cites a Midrash (Bereishit Rabba,
commenting on Gen.1:16) that the sun and the moon were
initially created the same size. The moon complained, ‘Is
it possible for two kings to rule with one crown?’ and was
punished by being reduced in size. And further, the moon
only reflects the light of the sun, while the sun radiates
light of its own. For this reason, a sin-offering is presented with the appearance of the new moon, to ostensibly
atone for God’s act.
A very puzzling Midrash and Talmudic statement at best.
Could not God have solved the dilemma by some equitable
solution that in some way left both the sun and the moon
perhaps diminished, but [anthropomorphically] “living”
in a state of better harmony, i.e. neither feels wronged,
slighted, or less-than-the other? After all we ARE talking
about God and what limitations does God have? How do
we even begin to conceptualize God as sinner, much less
one for whom monthly repeated sinning is acknowledged
and the concomitant monthly atonement is required? And
what are the lessons for us throughout the year and in
particular as we approach our New Year and the Day of
Atonement?

But what was another manifestation of God’s chessed?
Perhaps it was precisely this imperfect resolution of the
struggle between the sun and the moon. God proclaims “I
have sinned” and every month must account for that sin
and also has a means for remediation, an act of teshuva,
repentance - hence the goat as the sin-offering for God.
Yes, in imitatio Dei, we have the potential to sin. BUT, also
like God, we have the obligation to reflect on this, and to
acknowledge our shortcomings and to create the opportunities and vehicle through which we can atone for our sins.

Let’s go back to the Creation story of Genesis - no, let’s
start even before the text of the Torah begins. For the
Lurianic Kabalistic thinkers, a prominent question is what
did God “need” to do prior to creation in order to allow
anything other than God to exist? Predicated upon the

My ever-insightful wife Nechama noted that there are
several important issues to be aware of regarding the
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roles of the sun and the moon in Judaism. While we have
a special blessing of the sun that occurs but once every
28 years, we have Birchat HaHodesh, the prayer we say in
synagogue on the Shabbat that precedes 11 of the 12 new
months. And we have the opportunity each month, over
the course of several days, in which to perform the Kiddush Levana, the sanctification of the month. On a Jewish
lifecycle basis, we have a lunar calendar, and as such the
months and hence the festivals are determined by this lunar cycle. Yet our prayers, our very definition of the onset
of day, midday, dusk, night and so on - including the times
for the onset of Shabbat and Festivals - are all contingent
upon the sun. So, even within the dynamic ebb and flow
of our days, weeks, years and collective history, we must
live in a state that seeks to achieve balance and harmony
between these two “competing” entities.

News from Charleston, SC
The Groundbreaking Ceremony of
The Charleston Center for Jewish Life

By Andrew Allen

God’s act of chessed, God’s gift to us by modeling being
both sinner and a penitent, is an important message for
us on a daily basis. It says that while we may strive to
achieve the “best” possible solutions in our interactions
with others, we may sometimes fail. We may sin in our
failure to be sensitive to the needs of others, we may
show undue favoritism, and we may come up with solutions to dynamic situations that are expedient, utilitarian,
highly functional - yet all reflect imperfect ways in which
we fall short of attempting to realize our aspirational potential to be God-like. But, we can also rise to our fullest God-like potential, through insight and openness to
self-reflection. We can figure out ways to resolve to do
and be better, and we can pursue those ways. We will
succeed. And yet, we are also bound to “sin again” as we
interact with others. It is a process, and the obligation to
see our shortcomings and to do teshuva is never-ending.
But when we do this, we are fully engaged in imitatio Dei.

Rabbi Yossi Refson, receiving a standing ovation

S

Sunday, July 19, 2015 marks a turning point in the future
of the Jewish community of Charleston and Mt. Pleasant,
South Carolina. This was the groundbreaking ceremony of
the future Charleston Center for Jewish Life.
Praise must be given to Rabbi Yossi and Sarah Refson for
their vision, determination and warmth in making this
project a reality.
Over 400 people attended, along with the current mayor
of Mt. Pleasant, Linda Page, former governor and current
congressman, Hon. Mark Sanford, business leaders and
news crews to view this historic moment.
Years of planning and fundraising culminating to create
this 11,000 sq. ft. facility; the Jewish Life Center will be
the future location for holiday events which now are celebrated at various venues around Charleston B”H.

“...while we may strive to achieve
the “best” possible solutions in our
interactions with others, we may
sometimes fail.”

This eco-friendly architechture will hold a full demonstration kitchen, kosher cafe, rooms for events, study classes
and an Aron Kodesh in the chapel.
A special thank you to Anita Zucker, CEO, Intertech for her
dedication, devotion and dollars. Additional thanks go to
Richard Star and Jerry Scheer, Building Campaign Chairs
for their commitment to this important project, all addressed the crowd.
This center is a testimony to the strength and vitality of
the Charleston Jewish community in the 21st century.
Chabad of Charleston and the Lowcountry
www.southernspirit.org
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The Charleston Center for Jewish Life
Our Legacy | Our Community | Our Future
SCOPE RH 2015

53

54

– return to Hashem and repent one day before your death
(Avot Ch. 2, Mishna 10), which teaches that a Jew should
contemplate where he is headed in life and return to the
path which pleases his Creator a day before his death.
Since nobody knows when we will die, it is highly advisable
that one should do his utmost to cleave closer to Hashem
every single day. This is the feeling that we want to take
with from Rosh Hashana, and carry it with us throughout
the year.

Living It Up – Experience
the E.O.M. Lifestyle
By Ben Yehoshua

R

Rosh Hashana is a very special day for mankind, as it is the
anniversary of the creation of the world and of mankind
itself. It is on this day that we, Am Yisrael, recall our special relationship with Hashem, a relationship that is unique
amongst the nations. Not only do we rely solely on Him as
our Creator and Sustainer, we also have the privilege of being the nation entrusted with making His presence known,
felt, and respected in His world.

So how should one accomplish such lofty goals? It’s quite
simple really. All we have to do is put in a greater effort in
recognizing and showing respect to G-d at all times and in
all situations. A Jew’s proper outlook on life can be summed
up in three letters,“E-O-M,” which stands for the simple yet
powerful understanding that “Ein Od Milvado,” there is
nothing but Him. When we recognize that everything in our
lives comes from Hashem, both the good as well as the
seemingly “bad,” and that all He does is for our good, then
there is no person or situation that will ever be able to frustrate us. Every blessing we receive is a gift from Hashem,
and every roadblock in our lives is a wake up call from our
Father in heaven, Avinu Shebashamayim, reminding us who
is boss, and what life is all about.

Rosh Hashana literally means “head of the year,” a title that
truly encompasses the spirit of the holiday. On Rosh Hashana, one must use his head and contemplate what he
has experienced and accomplished in his life so far, what
his future (spiritual) goals are, and what he will do today to
ensure that those future goals are met. When a person calculates his thoughts in such a way, we call this “Cheshbon
Hanefesh,” an accounting of the soul.

It is important to keep in mind that which we touch, touches us. The extent to which we feel Hashem’s presence in
our lives is directly related to how much effort we put in
to feeling His presence in all that we do – and we can learn
this concept from the Torah itself. At the top of every column of text, the letter “vav” appears, and the midpoint letter of the Torah is a vav as well. We can learn from this that
the Torah is our connection to everything from beginning
to end. By recognizing that the Torah is Hashem’s word
to us, we can understand all of the messages He sends
us throughout the day in many forms and through many
messengers.

There is an interestingly similar tradition amongst most
Americans where a person sets personal goals to be accomplished during the upcoming year. This tradition is
called a New Year’s resolution. This resolution embodies
the ultimate goals of a person, but of the 62% of Americans
who make a New Year’s resolution, only 8% (of the 62%)
succeed in carrying out their goals (http://www.statisticbrain.com/new-years-resolution-statistics/). Surprisingly,
“enjoying life to the fullest” is only the fourth most popular
goal, coming only after things like losing weight and starting a diet.

The more we cleave to HaShem by means of truly and honestly internalizing His Torah, the more we will be able to
return to the proper path of cleaving to HaShem. With this
awareness, we will be able to recognize our true goals in
life, and find Divine delight in all that we experience every
day. When we add the aromatic spices of Torah, emuna,
and bitachon into our lives, we experience the taste of a
life well lived. With an “Ein Od Milvado” attitude, anything
is possible.

Rav Moshe Chaim Lutzatto (RaMCha’L) writes in the very
first folio of his book “Messilat Yesharim,” that the purpose
and ultimate goal of a Jew in this world is to “delight in
Hashem.” What he means is that as a Jew, one must seek
the G-dliness in everything around him, and to be “delighted by Hashem” by witnessing G-d’s presence, influence,
and control over everything one experiences. In fact, every year during Rosh Hashana, we spend the entire day in
prayer exalting Hashem, and proclaiming the fact that He
is our King and the Master of the universe. This recognition
of Hashem as the Creator, Emanator, and Sustainer of everything is what we seek to keep in mind all year long. The
goal is to live with this recognition every single day, not
just on Rosh Hashana.

May it be Hashem’s will that we merit to live our lives the
way they should be lived.

It is important to keep in mind
that which we touch, touches us.

This commitment to living a G-dly life should not only be accepted once a year, but rather at every moment of every day.
There is a concept of “Shuv yom echad lifnei mitatecha”
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Wishes for a Happy and Healthy
New Year from our Family to yours
-Verizon of Great Neck

SCOPE RH 2015

55

Animal Medicine and Surgery
of Little Neck
www.goldlabelshirts.com

Dr. Edward Parver
Veterinarian
47-41 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, N.Y. 11362

Office Hours ByMedicine
Appointment
Telephone
(718) 423-5038
Animal
and
Surgery
House Calls
Fax (718) 423-5830
of Little Neck

Dr. Edward Parver

725 Stucco Lane
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
917 576 0383
andydrewdesign@gmail.com

Veterinarian
47-41 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, N.Y. 11362
Office Hours By Appointment
House Calls

Telephone (718) 423-5038
Fax (718) 423-5830
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other seemingly unrelated topics. These sidebar discussions pave the way towards the central chiddush of the
essay, and are in turn themselves illuminated by it.

Torah Mysteries Illuminated

The connections Furst charts are often the products of
his own creative thinking. For example, in the volume’s
opening essay, he outlines an original approach for understanding the essential nature of Shabbos along the lines
of the mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem (Sanctification of God’s
Name). In this case, the textual basis for the connection
is God’s approval of His handiwork following the six days
of creation, which reminded Furst of Maimonides’ description of how contemplation of creation leads one to love
of God - or, in other words, of how the natural world is
an instrument of Kiddush Hashem. He then applies this
connection to explain many different aspects of Shabbos,
both practical and theological.

By Thomas Furst
Book Review by Rabbi Avraham Bronstein

I

In Torah Mysteries Illuminated (Urim Publications), Thomas Furst, a descendant of the Chasam Sofer, has produced
an erudite, yet highly readable and accessible, volume of
English language derashot (expositions) that will appeal
to those who enjoy creative, often challenging, insights
into major Torah topics of contemporary relevance, and
will inspire readers with the obvious satisfaction of a
writer who has truly claimed his own unique share in the
revelation of the Torah’s profound, yet exciting, concepts.

Other times, Furst draws meaning out of connections that
we might recognize, but may not consider significant. For
example, in his attempt to explain why we colloquially
refer to holidays as “yom tov” as opposed to any of the
words generally used in the Torah to refer to these days,
the author analyzes many other places in the Jewish
tradition where the word “tov” has a surprising secondary meaning that can be extrapolated to appreciate the
deeper meaning of the expression “yom tov,” as well as
the very special significance of these days.

Furst’s essays cite a wide range of both classical and
contemporary sources, and take on a mix of classic and
contemporary topics. Whether exploring the hidden essence of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh, the special status
of the tribe of Levi, marital harmony, the contemporary
relevance of remembering and destroying Amalek, the
immense importance of inviting guests, the striking significance of the Seder night, the special kedusha of Eretz
Yisroel, the story of Balak and Bil’am, or various other topics, Furst is intellectually rigorous, but writes accessibly
for a general audience.

The volume begins with essays that are more detailed,
with the feel of full-length shiurim (lectures) and concludes with a series of shorter pieces with the feel of
insightful divrei Torah (Torah thoughts). In both formats,
Furst’s goals are the development of original thoughts
geared towards presentation of novel and exciting insights into traditional topics as well as a more mindful
moral, religious and textual outlook.

As stated by Rabbi Benjamin Blech in his endorsement:
“With probing analysis, wisdom and an unusually gifted
question-and-answer style, the author takes on a host of
crucial and fundamental issues of Jewish life and law, and
embellishes them with meaning we had never suspected.
This is a book to educate, to inspire and to treasure.”

Finally, the volume, as a finished work, is a testament
to the work of a writer constantly prodding and probing
for meaning until a fuller, more realized, and satisfying
picture emerges. That final, emergent picture, and the elements that make it up, may be different for each of us
who shares that journey, and so Torah Mysteries Illuminated is an inspiration to see our own creative religious
thoughts through to their completion.

Rabbi Berel Wein’s endorsement reads, in part: “Thomas
Furst has written an insightful and original commentary
on major Torah topics. His thoughts are at many times
profound and suffused with wisdom, understanding,
and faith. His work shows us once again the depth and
breadth of Torah and its relevance to all times.”
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin and Dr. Erica Brown, renowned educators and authors, have also enthusiastically endorsed
this sefer.

Thomas Furst, a descendant of the Chasam Sofer, is a son
of Holocaust survivors. The author attended Yeshivat Kerem
B’Yavneh in Israel, is a business graduate of McGill University,
received an MBA from the University of Michigan, and a law degree from the University of Toronto. He is a real estate attorney
at Hughes Hubbard & Reed, LLP, a major Manhattan law firm.
Born in Czechoslovakia, he is named after Thomas Masaryk,
who was President of Czechoslovakia prior to WWII and a great
friend of the Jewish people.

Each essay, some adapted from lectures Furst prepared
for live audiences, begins with several basic questions
around a key topic. The ensuing discussion builds towards a chiddush (novel interpretation) that eventually
resolves all of the difficulties and leaves us with intriguing and novel insights into the topics discussed as well
as the practical relevance of the message. Along the way,
each essay has a wide-ranging scope, incorporating many
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“And I believe in a promised land”
Because of an early exposure to religious subjects, or perhaps in spite of it, biblical references abound in Springsteen’s lyrics. “The same hot blood running in our veins.
Adam raised a Cain.” “We are climbing, Jacob’s ladder.
Yeah, we’re brothers, sisters, all” “Do you remember the
story of the promised land? How he crossed the desert
sands, and could not enter the chosen land. On the banks
of the river he stayed, to face the price you pay.”

The Neshama of
Bruce Springsteen
By Dr. Arnold Breitbart

“The banker man grows fat, working man grows thin”
From early in his career, Springsteen has championed social justice causes and has provided a voice to the downtrodden and victimized. He was an early advocate for
Vietnam veterans, who fought in a controversial war they
often couldn’t quite comprehend – “Got in a little hometown jam, so they put a rifle in my hand. Sent me off to a
foreign land, to go and kill the yellow man,” only to return
with meager opportunities – “Come back home to the refinery, hirin’ man says son, if it was up to me. Went down
to see my VA man, he says son, don’t you understand
now.” He tackled the thorny issues surrounding racism “Is it a gun, is it a knife, is it a wallet, this is your life. You
get killed just for living in your American skin,” and immigration reform – “They died building the railroads, worked
to bones and skin. They died in the fields and factories,
names scattered in the wind. They died to get here a
hundred years ago, they’re still dyin’ now. The hands that
built the country we’re always trying to keep out.” He is
a persistent advocate for the struggling working class,
often failed by our government – “From Chicago to New
Orleans from the muscle to the bone. From the shotgun
shack to the Superdome. There ain’t no help, the cavalry
stayed home” and financial institutions – “They destroyed
our families’ factories, and they took our homes. They left
our bodies on the plains, the vultures picked our bones.”
When the AIDS crisis hit, he empathized – “I was bruised
and battered, I couldn’t tell what I felt. I was unrecognizable to myself. I saw my reflection in a window, I didn’t
know my own face. Oh brother are you gonna leave me
wastin’ away, on the streets of Philadelphia,” and when
we were devastated by 9/11, he comforted us – “It’s rainin’
but there ain’t a cloud in the sky. Musta been a tear from
your eye. Everything’ll be okay.”

N

No, contrary to what our mothers thought over 40 years
ago as we started listening to his music, Bruce Springsteen isn’t Jewish. Sounds almost Jewish, but actually
a name of Dutch origin. Although he was raised under
a strong Italian Catholic influence, and was a rebellious
Catholic school student, his music is infused with the
very Jewish values of faith, love, hope, and social justice.
“Is there anybody ALIVE out there?”
If you have spent 3-4 hours with Bruce Springsteen at
one of his concerts, you would know that his concert
is part exhilarating soulful performance, part dancefest,
part master storytelling, part rock and roll revival. Or as
Springsteen has described it, “a rock and roll bar mitzvah.” Not to mention “the heart-stopping, pants-dropping,
hard-rocking, booty-shaking, earth-quaking, justifying,
death-defying, legendary E Street Band.”
“Show a little faith, there’s magic in the night”
Faith, love, and hope are recurrent themes found in
Springsteen’s musical lexicon throughout his more than
40 year recording career. Whether dealing with personal
loss or a major tragedy, Springsteen uses his music as a
means to reaffirm the values of faith, love, and hope. “I
believe in the love that you gave me, I believe in the faith
that can save me. I believe in the hope and I pray, that
someday it may raise me above these badlands.” “Gonna
be a twister to blow everything down, that ain’t got the
faith to stand its ground.” “ I said, this train, dreams will
not be thwarted. This train, faith will be rewarded.”

So perhaps this Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, as we
strive to get closer to God and to each other, may we be
inspired by the words of Bruce Springsteen. “May your
strength give us strength. May your faith give us faith.
May your hope give us hope. May your love give us love.”
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5776

Yomim Noraim
Schedule
5776-2015

Yomim Noraim
Schedule
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
YOMIM NORAIM 5776

ROSH HASHANAH
Sunday, September 13, Rosh HaShana Eve

Candle lighting
Services
Monday, September 14, Rosh HaShana I
Morning
Mincha
Candle lighting after
Tuesday, September 15, Rosh HaShana II
Morning
Mincha
Yom Tov ends after
TZOM GEDALYAH
Wednesday, September 16
Morning (with Selichot)
1st Minyan
2nd Minyan
Mincha
Fast Begins
Fast Concludes
Selichot

6:50 pm
6:55 pm
8:00 am
6:55 pm
7:56 pm

8:00 am
6:55 pm
7:58 pm

6:15 am
7:15 am
6:45 pm
5:13 am
7:37 pm
9:00 pm

Thursday, September 17
1st Minyan
2nd Minyan
Mincha
Selichot

6:35 am
7:45 am
6:50 pm
9:00 pm

Friday, September 18
1st Minyan
2nd Minyan

6:45 am
7:45 am

SHABBAT SHUVAH
Friday, September 18
Candle lighting
Mincha

6:42 pm
6:45 pm

Saturday, September 19
Hashkama
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Teen Minyan
Mincha
Shabbat Shuvah D’rasha
Conclusion of Shabbat

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
6:15 pm
6:40 pm
7:48 pm

Sunday, September 20
1st Minyan
2nd Minyan
Mincha
Selichot

6:40 am
7:45 am
6:40 pm
9:00 pm

YOM KIPPUR

Tuesday, September 22, Yom Kippur Eve
1st Minyan (with selichot)
2nd Minyan (with selichot)
1st Mincha
2nd Mincha
Candle Lighting
Kol Nidrei
Fast begins

6:30 am
7:45 am
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:34 pm
6:35 pm
6:52 pm

Wednesday, September 23, Yom Kippur
Morning (all minyanim)
Yizkor (approximately)
Mincha (Main)
Mincha (Gym, Beit Midrash)
Yom Kippur ends

8:30 am
noon
4:45 pm
4:50 pm
7:32 pm
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Laws of Rosh Hashanah &
Yom Kippur
5776-2015

year. In addition to the beautiful and meaningful tefilot of
Rosh Hashana itself, the changes during the week (hamelech hakadosh, hamelech hamishpat and the various additions) require great attention because of our nature as
creatures of habit.

T

Teshuvah - Repentance
Teshuvah - repentance is the central theme of this Yomim Noraim period that begins with Rosh Hashana and
concludes ten days later on Yom Kippur. It is a period of
introspection and self-improvement with the goal of living
a more diligent life in our relationship with God and in our
relationship with other people. According to Maimonides,
teshuvah is a three step process. It is first necessary to
recognize that certain past actions or behaviors are inappropriate. This is known as hakarat hacheit — recognition of a sinful act. Following this step is vidui, a verbal
declaration of our wrongdoings, and finally, kabbala l’atid
- a resolution not to repeat this act in the future. Only
through such a process are we able to effect a change
in behavior. Although teshuvah is a process that can be
invoked throughout the year, it is particularly effective
during these ten days that were the historical climax
of Moses’ receiving the second set of tablets from God,
thereby securing His divine forgiveness. All of the external actions and ritual that occur during this time of year
are intended to motivate us to evaluate ourselves and to
change for the better.

Rosh Hashana
The beginning of our year is marked by many customs
that symbolically reflect the meaning of these special
days. Although there is a great emphasis on the synagogue service, there are many beautiful customs to be
practiced at home as well.

Pre-Rosh HaShana
Synagogue Customs
On Erev Rosh HaShana, after davenning that morning,
we gather together for hatarat nedarim, the nullification
of vows or commitments we might have inadvertently
made during the year. If this cannot be done Erev Rosh
HaShana, it should be done as soon as possible, and may
be done even after Yom Kippur. Many men also have the
custom of going to the Mikvah on erev Rosh Hashana as
part of their spiritual preparation.
Particular attention should be paid to the changes in the
davenning that are customary during this time of the
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The sounding of the shofar is a mitzvah that begins when
the first blasts are sounded, approximately 10:30 am, and
concludes with the last sounds at the end of davenning.
Every effort should be made to be in synagogue for the
beginning of the sounding of the shofar, in order to properly fulfill this important mitzvah. The drasha in all three
services will be before the sounding of the shofar. If you
know someone who is homebound or otherwise unable
to be in shul for shofar, please let the synagogue office
know and we will try to accommodate them.

Home Customs
Candles are lit to usher in the festival and the blessing
for Yom Tov is followed by shehechiyanu. Kiddush for Yom
Tov is recited, and after the washing of the hands, motzi
is made over two round challahs. The tradition of using
round, sweet challahs instead of the usual ones reminds
us of the cycle and fragility of human life. The honey that
we spread on the challah tells us that our lives can be
sweetened by the affirmation of Jewish values and beliefs.
In addition to the round challahs, a number of other special foods are eaten on Rosh Hashana. The most traditional among these is the eating of an apple dipped in honey.
Following the motzi and eating from the challah it is customary to recite a blessing over a piece of apple dipped
in honey (borei pri ha’eitz), and after taking a bite, to say
these words about the new year: “May it be Your Will, O
God, that the upcoming year be renewed with goodness
and sweetness.” In addition to the apple and honey, many
have the custom of eating various foods whose names in
Hebrew correspond to expressions of hope for the coming year. A list of these foods and their respective sayings
can be found in most sidurim or machzorim. Some have
the custom of eating particularly sweet foods and avoiding bitter foods on these days. There are also those who
have the custom of not sleeping Rosh Hashana day, cognizant of our being judged by God that day. This applies
in shul during the drasha as well (in all the years that this
line has appeared in SCOPE, no one has ever commented
on it. Strange?).
On the second night it is customary to wear a new garment and to have it in mind when reciting the shehechiyanu. Some also try to eat a new fruit that evening as well.

The Ten Days of Repentance

...the custom of not sleeping Rosh Hashana
day, cognizant of our being judged by God
that day. This applies in shul during the
drasha as well...

The Ten Day period of Repentance from Rosh Hashana
through Yom Kippur is traditionally days of greater Jewish observance. It is during these days that we try to
be particularly careful, both in our relationship with
God and in our relationship with other people. It would
certainly be appropriate to take on some additional diligence in the performance of mitzvot during this week.
Although the halacha writes about avoiding bread baked
by a non-Jew during this week (bread which, if properly
supervised, is acceptable throughout the year), an additional diligence in not speaking lashon harah is also
appropriate. We approach this period with the hope that
our increased sense of spirituality will set a model for us
to follow during the year.

Tashlich
On the first day of Rosh Hashana, it is customary to gather together in the afternoon on the banks of a river or
some other natural body of water to symbolically cast
off our sins and to say the special prayers found in the
Machzor. Even though this mystical custom has found
great acceptance, the potential for harm is great as well,
especially if this gathering would lead to new transgressions of lashon hara and gossip.

Yom Kippur

Fast of Gedalyah

As is customary, provisions have been made for the lighting of candles at the synagogue prior to the beginning of
Kol Nidrei. Candles will be available in the lobby outside
of the Sisterhood Gift Shop. Candle lighting is 6:42 p.m.
Those women who light at home and then plan on driving
to shul should have in mind that they are not accepting
Yom Kippur with the lighting of the candles.

We observe this fast in memory of Gedalyah ben Achikam,
the governor of Jerusalem following the destruction of
the Temple in 586 BCE. Gedalyah’s assassination was
the final blow to the self governance of the Jewish people in this post-Temple time, and, as such, a reminder
of the impact of that destruction. The fast is observed
beginning at 5:13 am that morning, and concluding at
7:37 pm that evening.

Yom Kippur is marked as the holiest day on the Jewish
calendar. It is on this day that we stand before God in
judgment, and the observance of the day as well as
the preparation for it, indicate our mood of awe and
trepidation.

Yom Kippur Eve
Many men have the custom of immersing themselves in
the Mikvah on the eve of Yom Kippur. This indicates spiritual preparation for the coming day. A special Mincha that
includes Vidui is recited early on that day to allow for the
serving of a festive meal before the fast begins. Many
also follow the custom of Kapparot on Erev Yom Kippur,
either using a live chicken which is then given to a poor
family, or using money which is then given to charity.
Before leaving for Kol Nidrei, there is a beautiful custom
of parents blessing their children. This blessing is more
extensive than the traditional parental blessing on Friday
evening. The text of this blessing can be found in most
Machzorim.
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Kol Nidrei

Four Species

This service is one of the highlights of the High Holy Day
period. In it we ask for the annulment of any vows or
promises that we have been unable to keep, and that
we be able to pray together in one community. Kol Nidrei
starts before sunset, allowing men the opportunity to put
on the tallit and recite a blessing over it. Many also have
the custom of wearing a white garment, as a sign of purity. The garment traditionally worn by men is the kittel.

The four species that we take together on Sukkot consist
of the etrog (from the citrus family), the myrtle, the willow
and the palm. Just the holding of these four together constitutes fulfillment of the commandment. It is a minhag
to shake the etrog and lulav in six different directions,
symbolic of G-d’s presence all around us. Although each
of the four species has its own halachic requirements, it
is the etrog that gets most of our attention. Once again
you will be able to pick out and buy your lulav and etrog
through the shul.

The laws of Yom Kippur obligate us to abstain from eating and drinking, from washing or anointing for pleasure,
from wearing leather shoes and from marital relations. If
for reasons of illness a person needs to eat or take medications, Rabbis Polakoff or Lichter should be contacted.

What to look for in an etrog:
A beautiful etrog should be shaped like a tower, wide at
the bottom and narrow at the top. The etrog should also
be straight; it should be recessed inward at the bottom
where the stem grows; it should have a ‘pitim’ on the
end opposite from the stem; it should be free of spots
and blemishes; and it should be covered with bumps and
depressions.

The services on Yom Kippur are lengthy but meaningful.
We encourage you to come early and start the day with
us, and to stay late as well.

Sukkot
If the etrog does not have all of these features, it may still
be valid for the sake of the mitzvah. Therefore, if an etrog
is not recessed, the etrog is still valid, and an etrog that
is smooth - without bumps - is also valid. And if the etrog
does not have a ‘pitim’ it is also valid, unless it originally
had one and it came off.

Sukkah
The Sukkah becomes our home during these seven days
in commemoration of the clouds of glory with which God
surrounded us when we left Egypt. The Sukkah also calls
to mind the booths that the farmers would live in during
the harvest at this time of year.

If part of the etrog’s skin came off, or if it is dry, rotten,
or punctured, it is not valid. If there are spots or blemishes that do not come off when a gentle rubbing, then it
should be shown to a rabbinic authority.

The major part of the Sukkah is the s’chach, or more simply put, that which is used as a roof. Because of the requirement for the s’chach to be a natural material, traditionally bamboo poles or cut corn stalks are placed over
a lattice of slats to make up the roof. The s’chach must
be placed in such a way that when the sun is over the
Sukkah there is more shade on the ground inside than
there is sun. Additionally, it should not rest directly on
any metal part of the walls of the Sukkah. Since there is a
particular obligation to make the roof, one may not put his
sukkah under a tree and rely on the branches and leaves
of the tree as his s’chach. If there is a question, please
call Rabbi Polakoff or Rabbi Lichter - they are available for
“sukkah calls.”

An etrog must be a pure bred, and not grafted from different species. An etrog can be quite large in size, but it
should not be smaller than an average egg.

As much time as possible should be spent in the Sukkah. Ideally, all foods should be eaten inside the Sukkah,
although “non-meal” kinds of foods like fruits and vegetables may be eaten for a snack outside of the Sukkah.
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5776
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
Sukkot Schedule
5776-2015

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUKKOT 5776

HOSHANA RABBAH

Sunday, October 4
1st Minyan
6:45 am
(earliest tallit/tefillin 5:56 am)
2nd Minyan
8:30 am
Mincha
6:15 pm

SUKKOT

Sunday, September 27, Erev Sukkot
Candle lighting
Mincha
Kiddush after

6:27 pm
6:30 pm
7:34 pm

SHMINI ATZERET

Monday, September 28, Sukkot I
Hashkama
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Mincha
Candle lighting after

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
6:30 pm
7:33 pm

Tuesday, September 29, Sukkot II
Hashkama
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Mincha
Yom Tov ends after

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
6:30 pm
7:31 pm

Sunday, October 4
Candle lighting
Monday, October 5
Hashkama
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Yizkor is said today
Mincha

6:25 am
7:45 am
6:25 pm

Thursday, October 1
1st Minyan
2nd Minyan
Mincha

6:25 am
7:45 am
6:25 pm

Saturday, October 3
Hashkama
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Kohelet is read this morning
Shiur
Mincha
Shabbat ends

6:20 pm

Monday, October 5
Maariv
7:15 pm
Candle lighting after
7:20 pm
Hakafot following Maariv

Tuesday, October 6
Hashkama
Main Shul
Mincha
Yom Tov ends after

8:00 am
9:00 am
6:15 pm
7:19 pm

SHABBAT BEREISHIT

Friday, October 9
Candle lighting
Mincha
Saturday, October 10
Hashkama
Main shul
Beit Midrash
Shiur
Mincha
Shabbat ends after

SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED
Friday, October 2
Mincha
Candle lighting

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am

SIMCHAT TORAH

CHOL HAMOED

Wednesday, September 30
1st Minyan
2nd Minyan
Mincha

6:14 pm

6:20 pm
6:18 pm

8:00 am
8:45 am
9:00 am

6:06 pm
6:10 pm

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:12 pm

Women’s Tefila on Simchat Torah
Beit Midrash
8:45 a.m. Tefila
10:00 a.m. Hakafot

5:15 pm
6:15 pm
7:24 pm
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people mentioned above, I’d like to give a shout out to
Diane Rein, Susan Mayer, Cindy Hodkin, Janet Lenchner,
Roz Davidovics, Cindy Ludwig, Shahnaz Malekhan, Jackie
Nissan, and Kimberly Mayer.

Sisterhood of
Great Neck Synagogue

Please come to our meetings and get involved!
We are always looking for new and fun events!

By Farla Frumkin, President

We hope to see you at many of our events!
Chag Sameach!

D

Dear Friends,

Farla

Your Sisterhood is an organization that promotes friendship, learning, and support. Throughout the year we
have several events, most free of charge, where we can
explore different subjects and have fun.

Executive Board
Farla Frumkin
President
Anida Rosman
Vice President
Vivian Kron
Treasurer

Did you buy your Rosh Hashana cards through the Sisterhood this year? Featuring the beautiful artwork of Celia
Lemonik, they are just gorgeous and help support all our
charitable causes. We even had an early bird special for
those organized types.

Diane Rein
Judy Lillien
Chava Shalmon
President Emerita
Helene Gersten z”l
Diane Rein

We have already begun planning our fall season! Our
Annual Chai Sisterhood Dinner will return to Colbeh this
year, to be held on November 17th. Our Speaker is our
very own Dahlia Klein, author of “Spiritual Kneading
through the Jewish Months: Building the Sacred through
Challah.” More than a cookbook, she will be our spiritual
guide through the 12 months as we learn the connections between Challah kneading and the Jewish theme
of each month.

Board of Trustees
Joan Begun
Sheila Bachman
Erica Zucker Heisler
Cindy Hodkin
Debbie Hollander
Sigal Katz
Sharon Kohler
Ilana Kroll
Bracha Kron
Janet Lenchner
Katie Lichter
Shahnaz Malekan
Kimberly Mayer
Susan Mayer
Annie Mendelson
Ellen Polakoff
Galit Reichlin
Anne Sandler

Our Annual Chanukah Boutique is always a smashing
success! This year again we plan to have designer jewelry, eyewear, furs, books, cookware, makeup, Judaica,
and much more! Planned for December 1st, it is sure to
be quite the busy shopping adventure.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Committee
Annie Mendelson
Chava Shalmon
Louisa Prawer
Chairs
Florence Shaffer Memorial Fund
Cindy Hodkin
Chair
New Baby Committee
Esther Pinsky
Chair
Shiva Committee
Erica Zucker Heisler
Chair
Sisterhood Membership
Anida Rosman
Sharon Ahdut
Co-Chairs
Sisterhood Annual Dinner
Judy Lillien
Chair
Sisterhood Gift Shop
Vivian Kron
Sharon Kohler
Diane Rein
Boutique Committee
Rosie Davidovics
Chair
Special Projects Committee
Anne Sandler
Chair

Remember that all your support for the Sisterhood is reflected in all the good we do for our Shul. In addition
to Bar and Bat Mitzvah gifts, New Baby Baskets, Scholarships, and Shiva meals, the Sisterhood recently partnered with the Men’s Club to update the security system
of our building. Thanks to Hilly Milun and Mark Twersky
for helping the Sisterhood contribute to this important
endeavor.
Keep an eye out for the start of our annual Mah Jongg
card sale, chaired by Cynthia Wiesenfeld. What an easy
way to support our Sisterhood (you’re going to buy the
cards anyway, right?)
There are so many people without their support all of our
events would not happen. In addition to all the great
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Great Neck Synagogue
Men’s Club
By Hillel Milun, President

W

We are always appreciative of the support of the synagogue community in general and our Men’s Club paid-up
members in particular.
We recently held the following events:
• Tennis Extravaganza in Roslyn, together with the Sisterhood
• Sunday breakfast and talk by authors Hershey and
Linda Friedman
• Annual Rabbinic Dialogue held at Temple Beth El
• Trip to Nassau Coliseum to watch the Islanders Hockey
team in action
• Semi-annual Blood Drive
• Talk by Sharon Goldwyn on the history of GNS and by the
Great Neck Historical Society on the history of Great Neck
• Guest speaker Ambassador John Bolton with Zionist
Organization of America
• Annual Defensive Driving Course
• Breakfast with a talk by Dr. Paul Marcus on his new book
• Hosted Israel Bonds evening with Malcolm Hoenlein as
guest speaker
• Annual Fishing Trip
• Trip to a Mets baseball game
• Panel discussion on Fighting for Israel on the Internet
with the ZOA
There are many more varied events your Men’s Club is enthusiastically presenting in the coming months.
In addition, the Men’s Club continues:
• Assisting with food for families of Men’s Club paid-up
members who are sitting shiva
• Presenting Kiddush cups to the Bar Mitzvah boys
I thank the committee for their wholehearted support
and enthusiasm throughout the year.
Honorary Chairman: Al Leiderman
President:
Hilly Milun
Vice-presidents:
Milt Mitzner, Mark Friedman
Committee members: Steve Blumner, James Frisch,
Robert Knepper, Michael Kohler,
Jack Lipsky, David Rein and Jerry Siegelman
A special thank you to our Executive Director, Mark Twersky, and to the custodian, Dario Taveras and their staff
for their advice and willing assistance at all times.
Over 600 people came to hear former UN Ambassador and Foreign Affairs Expert,
The Honorable John Bolton speak at Great Neck Synagogue on Sunday evening
May 3, 2015, an event sponsored by the GNS Men’s Club and ZOA.

We welcome and encourage your support, suggestions and
assistance. We wish all our members and their families a
Happy and Healthy New Year.

GNS
Men’s Club

Hilly
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GNS
Men’s Club

Fishing Trip
Sharon Goldwyn

Dr. Paul Marcus

The Helmreichs and the Friedmans
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Pomegranate
Honey Glazed Chicken
Rebbetzin Katie Lichter
12 chicken pieces
1/2 cup honey
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup pomegranate juice
1/4 cup teriyaki sauce
2 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 tsp. tomato paste
2 cloves minced garlic
1 Tbsp. margarine
Fresh pomegranate seeds, for garnish
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Place chicken on baking
sheet or pan. Place honey, brown sugar, pomegranate
juice, teriyaki sauce, cornstarch, tomato paste, and garlic into a sauce pan. Bring to a simmer over medium heat
until thick. Add margarine. Reduce heat and simmer for
1 minute. Brush chicken with sauce. Drizzle additional
sauce on the chicken, not all the sauce. Bake, uncovered, for 45 minutes. Garnish with pomegranate seeds
and some sauce.

Rebbetzins’ Recipe Corner

Enjoy!
Shana Tova!

Honey Roasted Za’atar
Chicken with Dried Fruit
Rebbetzin Ellen Polakoff
1 pkg chicken, quartered
1/4 cup za’atar
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
About 20 oz. dried fruit, (e.g. apricots , prunes,)
1/2 cup dry red wine
Kosher salt, to taste
1/3 cup honey
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spread out dried fruit on
the bottom of a 9×13 pan. In a bowl, combine the za’atar
and olive oil to create a paste. Rub the za’atar over the
chicken with the skin on and place on top of dried fruit.
Pour wine into the pan and sprinkle everything with salt.
Cover and bake for 30 minutes. Uncover the chicken and
drizzle honey all around. Bake uncovered for 30 more
minutes, basting occasionally with the sauce.
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Easy Vegetable Kugel
vegetarian, gluten free

Contributed by Celia Lemonik
1 16 oz package Yerek frozen mixed vegetables*
1 large onion, peeled and cut in chunks
1/2 cup Osem Heat and Serve Mashed Potato Flakes (dry)*
1/2 cup oil
4 large eggs
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Spray a standard loaf pan
with cooking spray. Process onion and vegetables in the
food processor until coarsely ground, Add potato flakes,
oil and eggs and process until just combined. Pour into
pan and smooth the top. Bake for 45 minutes to an hour,
or until puffy and brown. Serves 8.
*available at local kosher markets

Photo: Busy in Brooklyn Blog
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Wishing You
the Sweetest
Year Ever!
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GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE COMMITTEES
The following is a list of committees at Great Neck Synagogue. We value your participation
and invite you to call the synagogue office to become more involved.
Adult Education
Bikur Cholim
Chevra Kadisha

Couples Club
Membership
Men’s Club

Public Relations
Sisterhood
SCOPE

Shiva Chesed
Ushers
Women’s Tefilah

SYNAGOGUE FUNDS
The following is a list of Great Neck Synagogue funds. Contributions can be made to acknowledge a life cycle event. A donation card will be sent to
the family acknowledging your contribution.
AARON S. FEINERMAN LIBRARY FUND
The Feinerman Family has established the Aaron S. Feinerman Library Fund which is located in the Youth Center. Aaron Feinerman was one of the
early members of the Great Neck Synagogue and learning Torah and teaching children was a very important part of his life. The library is filled with
many of Aaron Feinerman’s personal Seforim. Donations from the community to the Aaron S. Feinerman Library Fund are requested in order to keep
the library filled with current material to be used by the synagogue’s members and their children for generations.
FLORENCE SHAFFER MEMORIAL FUND
This fund is dedicated in memory of Florence Shaffer, a long time Recording Secretary of the Synagogue and a leader of the Sisterhood. This Fund
is managed by Sisterhood and provides need-based financial assistance to college women.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND
This fund has been established for two purposes. To create a memorial to the Holocaust and the survivors as well as to allow families an opportunity
to memorialize a family, relative, or village that was sacrificed in the shoah.
ISER MERMELSTEIN BIKUR CHOLIM FUND*
The Iser Mermelstein Bikur Cholim Fund was established by the Lunzer family in memory of Hindi Lunzer’s father, Iser Mermelstein, to provide assistance in times of illness for our community in Great Neck. Iser Mermelstein lived a life of N’aase V’Nishma - to say yes and then figure out how
to do what needed to be done. His Kavod Habriot (respect for Hashem’s creations) coupled with his deeply ingrained sense of chesed and kehilla
(community) makes the establishment of this Fund a fitting tribute to his memory. *Distributed at the discretion of the Bikur Cholim of Great Neck.
JACK HERSCHKOWITZ EMERGENCY FUND
Jack Herschkowitz was a longstanding Gabbai of Great Neck Synagogue who began this Fund to offer assistance to people in need. At a Board of
Trustees meeting, the Fund was renamed in his memory as a tribute to the tzedakah and chesed he performed. Donations to the Emergency Fund
are distributed by the Rabbi. Funds are disbursed to provide assistance to individuals and institutions both in our community and in Israel.
LIBRARY FUND
Donations to the Library Fund are used to purchase books to supplement the Synagogue’s library, which is open to all members.
MAC MENDER YOUTH FUND
The Mac Mender Youth Fund is dedicated in memory of Mac Mender, former Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Donations to the Youth Fund assist
the Youth Department in furthering its programs.
MURIEL BRAUN MUSIC FUND
The Muriel Braun Music Fund is dedicated in memory of Muriel Braun, who was an active member of the Synagogue Choir and Sisterhood.
PRAYER BOOK FUND
Donations to the Prayer Book Fund are used to purchase Siddurim, Chumashim, and Machzorim for the High Holy Days for use in the Main Sanctuary and Beit Midrash.
SALLY & SEYMOUR OLSHIN ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE
The Adult Education program at Great Neck Synagogue has been named the Sally & Seymour Olshin Adult Education Institute in recognition of the
support and generosity of the Olshin Family, and in memory of Seymour Olshin and his commitment to education and outreach to all Jews. Donations
to this Institute are used to further its Jewish educational goals.
SHIVA CHESED FUND
A recent initiative by the congregation saw the creation of the Shiva Chesed Fund. The purpose of this fund is to serve as a central accountable
location for donations to provide food for a member family during the week of shiva. Donations are collected either at or subsequent to the funeral by
designated shiva captains and brought in to the office. The cost of meals provided to the shiva home is paid through this fund. The fund is governed
in such a way so that expenses for any particular shiva home are balanced by donations received. If donations exceed expenses the balance is
retained in the fund to be used to assist other families.
SISTERHOOD MITZVAH FUND
Donations to the Mitzvah Fund supplement the Sisterhood’s annual budget and support a wide range of Synagogue physical and financial needs.
Donations to this Fund are also used to provide shiva meals, welcome packages and new baby gifts to our members.
TORAH FUND
Donations to the Torah Fund are used to supplement the annual budget allocation for the repair and maintenance of the Synagogue’s Torah scrolls.
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Great Neck Synagogue
26 Old Mill Road
Great Neck, NY 11023
516.487.6100

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

drew design & printing co. • ©2015 • www.drewdesign.com

(Have you been avoiding the dentist ?)

Call to make an appointment today!
Dental massaging chairs in every examination room
Watch your favorite shows or movies during checkups or treatments.
Waterlase Laser used to maximize comfort.
Specializing in Family Dentistry and Prosthodontics
Certified Invisalign Provider
Special offer!
FREE TAKE HOME WHITENING KIT
for first time patients!
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